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BLM Wines & Spirits... 


December 24" 
Free Saturday Wine Tasting 
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Desert Wines 


From light to luscious... 
(plus stocking stuffers and last minute gifts) 
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Book Your Charter Now... 


20% off 
if booked 
before 
Dec. 25th 
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How do the Republicans get 
away with this party-of-the- 
common-man stuff anyway? 


America’s 
Republican problem 


Bush is only a symptom of a virulent infection 


ONLY GEORGE W. BUSH COULD 
GET AWAY WITH VIOLATING T THE 
SPIRIT OF THE CONSTITUTION 


and the letter of federal law by spying with- 


out authorization on American citizens 
here at home and still see his poll numbers 
take a slight jump. After all, he has played 
the terror card often and adeptly since Sep- 
tember 11. 

Over the past couple of weeks, Bush has 
been standing tall and talking tough. And, 
in a limited way, it’s been working to his ad- 
vantage. Bush has had the truly good news 
of high turnout under relatively peaceful 
conditions in Iraq’s most recent round of 
elections, and that accrues to his credit. But 
what seems to have helped Bush most is the 
simple act of repeating over and over that we 
are winning in Iraq. Like the good snake-oil 
salesman he is, Bush is betting he can con- 
tinue to fool most of the people most of the 
time. Hell knows he’s done it before. 

These days, however, reality keeps in- 
truding. It’s gotten too hard to hide the 
fact that the US is mired in a smoldering 
civil war in Iraq. Most of the world is alien- 
ated from the US as a result. And, accord- 
ing to almost any major poll you consult, a 
majority of Americans are, if not alienated, 
at least disapproving of the war and Bush’s 
handling of it. 

When the Washington Post and ABC News 
teamed up a little more than a month ago 
to take the nation’s political temperature, 
they found the prevailing sentiment to be 
“significant discontent.” The Democrats 
appear to be gaining a slight edge over the 
Republicans, but it is tenuous indeed. 
Their principal advantage seems to be that 
they are not Republicans. 

So, as George Bush enters his sixth year 
as president, and as the Republicans pre- 
pare to enjoy their 12th straight year of leg- 
islative dominance, it seems that together 
they have sucked the life and the spirit out 

f American public life. 

A nation of optimists is beset by anxiety 
these days. And there is good reason for 
that, Bush’s first “victory” can be chalked 
up to a constitutional fluke — and to proba- 
ble electoral theft in Florida. His second 
win was razor thin (50.7 percent to 48.3 per- 
cent), and again, it was marred by allega- 
tions of electoral irregularities in Ohio, 

Bush and his gang of political bandits 
have gotten away with as much as they 
have by figuring that if they acted like big 
winners the nation would see them as big 
winners. And it worked, until the slow and 
steady drip of blood and despair in Iraq cou- 
pled with the dramatic carnage of Hurri- 
cane Katrina across the Gulf Coast de- 
stroyed their aura of invincibility. 
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CON ARTISTRY Crooks in Congress are nothing new, but the likes of former House 
majority leader Tom DeLay have perfected the form. 


But if the Bush White House is bad, the 
Republican Congress is worse. It’s been 
more than 100 years since the nation has 
seen greed, corruption, and arrogance on 
such a profligate scale. Earlier malefactors 
of great wealth like John D. Rockefeller and 
Andrew Carnegie — who also had “friends” 
in Congress, of course — would blush at 
what goes on in Washington today. 

Already Randy “Duke” Cunningham, a 
Republican from California, has resigned 
from the House of Representatives and 
pleaded guilty to accepting $2.4 million in 
bribes, including a Rolls Royce. Other law- 
makers who got “contributions” from the 
contractors who are accused of bribing 
Cunningham are also under investigation. 
How do the Republicans get away with this 
party-of-the-common-man stuff anyway? 

The Justice Department is investigating 
the shenanigans of super-lobbyist Jack 
Abramoff, whose partner has already 
pleaded guilty to conspiring to bribe a yet- 
to-be-identified congressman. 

Four other congressmen — all Republi- 
cans — may be implicated. The most 
notorious of the quartet is former House 
majority leader Tom DeLay of Texas, who 
is already under indictment in his home 
state on charges of conspiracy to evade 
campaign-finance laws. 

Whether the charges against DeLay 
will stick remains to be seen. But we do 
know that the money in question was 
used to hatch a highly unusual and much 
disputed congressional-redistricting plan 
in Texas that cost the Democrats five con- 
gressional seats. The US Supreme Court 


has decided to review the case. 

Two other Abramoff partners are in hot 
water, One, a former spokesman for DeLay, 
has already pleaded guilty to conspiracy to 
defraud. The other, a former White House 
procurement director, was arrested in Sep- 
tember for lying to investigators about his 
ties to Abramoff. 

Then there’s Republican Senate majori- 
ty leader Bill Frist, who is under investiga- 
tion by the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission for selling stock in his family’s for- 
profit hospital chain just before the stock 
took a nosedive. 

Crooks in Congress are nothing new. 
And over the years, the Democrats have 
had their share of them. But it appears that 
the Bush-era Republicans have succeeded 
in doing what that master political crimi- 
nal, Republican president Richard Nixon, 
tried but failed to do: corner the market on 
graft. (Rest assured that if a number of Re- 
publicans do in fact fall, some Democrats 
would accompany them. But they’d be only 
window dressing.) 

Bush and his buddies, like Tom DeLay 
and Karl Rove, have perfected the political 
con. They have all but raised it to the level 
of an art form. In the process they have 
robbed the nation of peace, promoted 
prosperity for the few at the expense of the 
many, and compromised liberty for all. 
It’s a sobering note on which to end the 
year. The nation will be better off if it 
awakens to a new year with a clear sense 
of what’s gone wrong. That way, we will 
have a chance to regain our honor and 
sense of purpose. © 
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WEEKLY DIG PRESENTS: 
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A: 


DEATH BY FAME 
SPM 18+ 
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Sex and the “ ~ z GRAY SPOT DEMME CROMMETI 
= : 
Single Pope 


PY ROLL THE DISE HOLIDAY 

cha ie, MUSIC & REVELRY 
WEEKLY DIG PRESENTS: 

Your December 2 editorial, “Is the Pope Unchristian?”, Bt REGGAE PARADISE 

was excellent. It covered most of the major points 

ignored by the Pope. The sexual-abuse scandal is not 

about homosexuals. I personally know, through my 
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have been violated. The sexual-abuse scandal is all CHECK OUT THEDSE COM FOR LISTINGS AND TO PURCHASE ADVANCE TICKETS «968 COMMONWEALTH AVE BOSTON . 617562804 
about the abuse of priestly power, and the corruption 
and cover-up that allowed it to flourish. It will not end 
by preventing homosexuals from becoming priests. It 
will only end when those who have failed in their 


responsibilities have either left the church or have been 
removed from it. 
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Write us keeper is determined to 


As usual when it comes to 
conservatives and their 
institutions, the Phoenix 
just doesn’t get the 
Roman Catholic Church 
and its decision to ban 
new gay priests. 

The Church does not 
claim that “homosexuali- 
ty is a sin” or that homo- 
sexuals are “by definition 
sinners.” Practicing homo- 
sexuals are sinners, and 
presumably lifelong 
unrepentant practicing 
homosexuals are con- 
demned to hell. Self-de- 
scribed “gay” people em- 
brace their homosexuality 
rather than, as the 
Church teaches, strug- 
gling against it. 

Under this understand- 
ing, Most homosexual 
priests — including cardi- 
nals O’Connell, Spellman, 
and Wright, if they really 
were homosexual — have 
not been and are not gay. 
The Church, meanwhile, 
seems to be claiming that 
its problem with priests 
molesting children was 
not on the whole one of 
pedophilia but rather of 
pederasty, that is, with 
priests having sex with 
pubescent boys rather 
than with prepubescents. 
Pederasty is a form of ho- 
mosexuality even if most 
Americans see it first as a 
form of pedophilia. It 
seems absurd for us to al- 
low gays and their sup- 


Letters may be mailed to 
the Boston Phoenix, 126 
Brookline Avenue, Boston, 
MA 02215; faxed to 617. 
859.8201; or e-mailed to 
letters@phx.com or to 
staff writers’ e-mail 
addresses (e-mailed letters 
must include a telephone 
number for verification and 
a hometown). All letters 
are subject to editing for 
considerations of space, 
fairness, and clarity. 


porters to define homosex- 
uality in such a way as 

to exclude pederasty as a 
form of homosexuality or 
the possibility that some 
gay men find pubescent 
boys attractive. 

Furthermore, the 
Church views same-sex 
sex acts as inherently sin- 
ful, so any priest’s sin in 
breaking his vows with a 
man or a boy is all the 
greater, for both of 
them, than one commit- 
ted with a woman ora 
girl. What reasonable per- 
son would doubt that men 
who commit such acts 
with boys also risk “con- 
demning” many of their 
victims to homosexuality 
and likely future sinful 
same-sex acts and perhaps 
the hell-bound unrepen- 
tant sin of a “gay 
lifestyle”? 

We need to stop pre- 
tending that “homopho- 
bia” is limited to the West 
and the Abrahamic faiths 
and to ask ourselves why 


so many other societies 
found and still find ho- 
mosexuals, homosexual- 
ity, and same-sex sexual 
acts so troubling. 

All religions and their 
institutions tend to be 
very conservative, and 
this is good for any socie- 
ty because religion is the 
great value maker. Faith 
brings people together, 
and gives them shared 
values and social morali- 
ty needed to live with 
one another. 

The Phoenix’s imagined 
future, when women 
will be ordained and all 
unions, queer and 
straight, will be blessed 
by the Holy Roman 
Catholic Church, fore- 
tells a day when every- 
one — Christians, Ortho- 
dox Jews, Muslims, Bud- 
dhists, and Hindus — 
will go to Wendy’s and 
share a meal of Big Ba- 
con Classic hamburgers 
and together sing praises 
to Jehovah and Allah, 
Jesus and a deified 
Mohammed, Krishna 
and Apollo, the rocks and 
the trees, the moon and 
the sky. It is to wish fora 
terrible, fearful future in 
which everyone will have 
utterly given up the 
things that make their 
faiths truly pleasing and 
right to their gods. 
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help the great apes persist 
in the wild. 
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ecology and conservation at 
Harvard Extension School. 
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MITT ROMNEY'S SPOT 

ON THE MOST RECENT 
NATIONAL JOURNAL POLL 
OF TOP CONTENDERS FOR 
THE REPUBLICAN PRESI- 
DENTIAL NOMINATION, 
BASED ON CAPITOL HILL 


INSIDERS. 





HIS RANKING IN THE SAME 


POLL, IN APRIL 2005. 


10 


NUMBER OF SUICIDE 
ATTEMPTS BY 
GUANTANAMO BAY 
INMATE JUMAA 








MOHAMMED AL-DOSSARY. 


Reality Check _sy oavio sipress 


The Play's Not The Thing 


Curtain closes on 


Alda on the Common 


Three years ago, I was one of 140,000 people hurt,” Phoenix music critic Lloyd Schwartz ob- 


who flocked to Boston Common for the 
Boston Lyric Opera’s two performances of 
Carmen on the Common. I was a junior in col- 
lege, sitting on a blanket with my 


served at the time. He added: “[U]nlike many 
Boston Lyric Opera productions, this Carmen was 
actually fun.” 

BLO organizers — who had prepared for a 


boyfriend, some friends, and a jug of Carlo crowd of just 10,000 in 2002 — were so blown 
away by the success of Carmen (which was origi- 


Rossi red table wine — and like many 


Boston-area students, I 
was thrilled by the idea of 
a free, BYOB, outdoor 
showing of the passionate, 
tragic love story. It was a 
welcome change in a city 
full of art, theater, and 
music offerings that often 
seemed either prohibitive- 
ly priced, inconvenient to 
attend, or both. 

“Just as impressive as 
the size of the crowd was 
its diversity in ethnicity 
and age (when’s the last 


time you saw so many peo- 


ple under 30 at a classical- 
music event?). A multicul- 
tural (Hispanic, Asian, 
African-American) and 


“YOU'VE GOT IT ON ‘STRESS POSITION.’ 
NEXT ONE OVER IS ‘TORTURE.’” 


largely youthful cast didn’t 





NO REPEAT Carmen on the Common, in 2002. 


Freedom Watch 


SPY-DER MAN 


George W. Bush & Company can do little to this country 
and its much-beleaguered Constitution that would 
come as much of a surprise anymore. Yet we admit to 
some degree of shock over the belated disclosure by the 
New York Times on December 16 that shortly after 9/11 the 
president authorized the super-secret National Security 
Agency (NSA) to monitor Americans’ communications 
between this country and foreign destinations without a 
court warrant, Less shockingly, the Times held the story for 
a year at the administration’s request. Not at all sur- 
prisingly, Bush condemned the newspaper for pursu- 
ing the story at all, and lacerated the leaking of the 
secret program as “a shameful act.” 

In the most cynical move of all, however, Bush 
aired what amounted to a bald-faced lie: when the 
Times finally blew the president’s cover, he moaned 
that terrorists and their allies would now realize they 
were being monitored and that this would disrupt 
US intelligence gathering. What a bunch of 
Nixonian baloney. 

Since the Truman administration created the NSA 
through the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act 
(FISA), in 1952, the agency has been tasked with moni- 
toring foreign communications and specifically banned 
from spying on Americans engaged in overseas com- 





nally meant to be a one-time deal to honor the 
BLO’s 25th anniversary) that they began planning 
Aida on the Common for 2005 (which they then 
pushed back to 2006). It’s safe to assume that the 
operatic telling of an Egyptian-Ethiopian love tri- 
angle would have been a smash hit. 

But on Monday, the BLO announced that they 
canceled Aida. It seems Carmen’s great success was 
both a blessing and a curse. “The very size and 
scope of it have raised our costs,” says BLO gener- 
al director Janice Mancini DelSesto, referring to 
the fact that larger crowds equal higher costs for 
things such as police patrols, liability insurance, 
and video screens. This time around, fundraisers 
were trying to collect more than $1.4 million —a 
big jump from the $900,000 spent to produce Car- 
men. Even after postponing the event one year, to 
September 2006, the BLO was short by about 
$300,000 at their annual meeting this fall, with 
corporate sponsors either delaying their decisions 
or committing to less than the BLO had hoped. 

“These are harder times to find those kinds of 
dollars,” DelSesto says. “We felt that it would be 
irresponsible to move ahead with that big a gap 
in the budget. It’s a big disappointment.” 

The money that’s already been collected will 
be reallocated to various BLO education and out- 
reach programs throughout New England — in- 
cluding two free productions at the Strand The- 
ater for Boston Public School students in April, 
and the expansion of the student rush-ticket pro- 
gram, which gives college and high-school stu- 
dents the chance to get last-minute, cheaper tick- 
ets to main-stage productions. 

“That was really what this program was all 
about,” DelSesto says. 

Perhaps smaller-scale, more individualized 
outreach is more effective when it comes to nur- 
turing opera buffs, or boosting ticket sales. But 
large-scale productions that bring the city together 
— those deserve an encore. Deirdre Fulton 









munications from their home soil. Those restrictions 
were modified in 1978, but to conduct domestic 
terrorism-related surveillance, the NSA was required to 
seek warrants from a top-secret FISA Court. Since its in- 
ception, that body has acted more like a kangaroo court 
than an independent tribunal; out of more than 18,000 
warrant requests for phone or e-mail tapping, the court 
has never ultimately turned one down. (In a few in- 
stances the court forced the agency to supply more in- 
formation, and in one instance a denial was promptly 
rectified by the FISA appellate court.) 

So the fact is, Bush had absolutely no reason to flout 
the law, but he did so anyway. Even worse, when 
caught he sought to strike fear in the hearts of Ameri- 
can citizens by claiming that terrorists now know they 
are being tapped, and to intimidate the press by calling 
for a leak investigation for traitorous conduct. The NSA 
has been around for 54 years and has been permitted to 
conduct unbridled foreign surveillance for the dura- 
tion; the FISA extended that reach to include Ameri- 
cans, albeit with a readily obtainable warrant. The ter- 
rorists would have to be pretty dumb to have learned 
about electronic tapping by reading last week’s New York 
Times. And Bush would have to be pretty dumb for 
thinking we'd swallow suchaline. _Harvey Silverglate 





Tell Someone Who Cares 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


NEWS + FEATURES 


What was the sex scandal of the year? 


Go to BostonPhoenix.com or text “1” for Carolina Panthers 
cheerleaders’ sapphic bathroom romp, “2” for Tom and Katie conceive, 
or “3” for Michael Jackson acquitted to 22122 to weigh in 


LAST WEEK’S RESULTS 


Would you ever consider posting your own 


JRE 41% 


Misfit Toys 


NO 59% 


Hacking Santa 


For the past two years, whenever 
Josh McCormick went Christmas 
shopping at his local Wal-Mart in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, a five-foot-tall 
audio-animatronic Santa Claus, 
spouting baritone holiday bro- 
mides, was there to greet him. At 
first, McCormick, a computer 
whiz with a yen for techie tinker- 
ing, was intrigued by this jolly 
old android. But, after multiple 
visits to the store, Saint Nick 
started to get annoying. 

“Every time I went, it hadn’t 
changed,” he writes via e-mail. “I 
wouldn't have bought one to put in 
my own home if all it did was what 
I could watch it do in the store for 
free. It would drive me crazy.” So 
McCormick got an idea. He forked 
over $49.84 for the Kringle robot. 
Then, like a mischievous work- 
shop elf with a knowledge of mi- 
crocircuitry, he hacked it. 


ERs» 


First he found the “personali- 
ty chip,” and the tangle of red 
and green wires secreted in San- 
ta’s shiny left boot. Then he set 
to work soldering, rewiring, sol- 
dering some more, and aug- 
menting those mechanical guts 
with a Parallax BS2P4o BASIC 
stamp, a Quadravox QV306M4P 
playback module, and a couple 
24LC515 EEPROM chips. Pretty 
simple, really. (McCormick anno- 
tates the process in exhaustive 
detail on his Web site, but does- 
n’t think the instructions are de- 


“1 CAN GIVE YOU 
FREE STUFF 
BECAUSE | SKIMP 
ON ELF HEALTH 
CARE! HO HO HO!” 


tailed enough for the non-tech- 
savvy to understand.) 

After hours of toying around 

and having overcome several 
near-disastrous setbacks, 
McCormick had a Bad Santa 
of his very own, one who 
uttered wicked witticisms 
— ina voice sounding 
suspiciously like Mc- 
Cormick’s — such as “I 
save the best toys for the 
rich children; poor 
children can’t be trust- 
ed with nice toys,” and 
“I can give you free stuff 
because I skimp on elf 
health care! HO HO HO!” 
before jiggling merrily with 
a tipsy twist. 

“Same is boring,” says Mc- 
Cormick. “Mass production is 
boring. Different is good. Mass 

customization is wonderful. 
And that’s why people hack 
things. To get them to do neat 
things that their original de- 
signers never expected.” 
McCormick, 33, is a systems 
administrator for a Fortune 100 
company — a job, in other 
words, that involves ensuring 
the reliability and stability of 
computer systems. “You might 
see some irony in that,” he says. 
“If | were charged with manag- 


ing an animatronic Santa Claus, 
my job would be to prevent other 
people from doing exactly what 
I’ve done.” 

But he had some big ideas. 
Initially, he’d considered nailing 
his Santa Claus to a cross, and 
“having him ask for a sacrifice of 
milk and cookies for your sins.” It 
would be a “powerful way to ex 
plore the mixed and conflicting 
meanings of what we call the hol 
iday season,” but he decided it 
might not go over too well in Tul- 
sa, a city sometimes called the 
Buckle of the Bible Belt. 


So instead McCormick asks an- 


other question: “Who controls 
Santa Claus?” The corporations, 
of course. “You've got the manu- 
facturers creating Santas of all 
shapes, sizes, and purposes. 
You've got the media companies 
who create stories in print, film, 
and video about Santa Claus. 
These corporate forces control 
Santa through their wide 
influence. We hear what they 
authorize Santa to say.” 
McCormick toyed with the 
idea of bringing the hacked San- 
ta back to Wal-Mart, surrepti- 


tiously replacing the store's dis 
ould make for 


on his Web site. 

“Another idea would be sim- 
ply to return the Santa and let 
them put it back on the shelf to 
sell to some unsuspecting fami- 
ly. What a surprise that would 
have been!” 

Indeed. One can only imagine 
little Jr., eyes tear-filled, mouth 
agape, upon hearing, “Hello, little 
one. Your parents told me to give 
you lots of presents because they 
feel guilty about their impending 
divorce!” Or, “Last year’s Rudolph 
was eaten by a polar bear, so I 
bought a new one from Wal-Mart! 
Such wonderful things at Wal- 
Mart.” Or, “The polar icecaps are 
melting. I’ve seen it with my own 
eyes. What have you people done? 
Coal for everyone this year.” 

Learn more at http:// 
members.cox.net.nyud. 
net:8090/jmccorm/santa. html 

Mike Miliard 


The Lowdown 


LX DIDNT WANNA Do it 


SIR. BuTHE Violate 
aTHE NO-FlY ZONE 
A Above Your House: 


AY, DONT WORRY 
ABourt iT SANTA's 
A LIBERAL ANYWAY. 


CHRISTMAS EVE AT THE CHENEY COMPOUND 


Mass Murder 


Last week’s 
slaughter— | 
and feaction to it 
—isnothing new 


Where have we heard this one before? De: 
recent display of police force, including mass ar 
rests in “troubled” nei OT ds, city was 
stunned by its worst multiple murder ina 
decade: someone gunned down several young 
men in Dorchester, sending Boston’s year-to 
date homicide total to its highest since 1995. 
Church leaders called for action. Police investi 
gated aggressively. City leaders promised action 

That was 15 months ago, on September 4, 
2004, when 19-year-old Angelo Henderson, 24 
year-old Anthony Williams, and 24-year-old Jason 
Jenkins were murdered on Floyd Street. A fourth 
victim, who survived, was found a block away. 

The triple homicide brought the 2004 murder 
tally to 51— up from a mere 28 by that date the 
year before. The final toll for the year was 64. 

Now it’s happening all over again, following 
the murder earlier this month of four young 
men in a basement recording studio on Bourne- 
side Street. The victims this time ranged in age 
from 19 to 22, and their deaths brought the year- 
to-date homicide tally to more than 70. 

Here’s another similarity between the two in- 
cidents: both remain unsolved as of press time. 
In fact, Boston police have made arrests in just 22 
of 87 homicides, beginning with the September 
4, 2004, killings through the quadruple homi- 
cide on December 13, 2005. That’s a dismal 25 
percent, compared with a national average above 
60 percent. 

The September 2004 massacre and its after 
math offer a poor omen to those hoping that 
things will change in the wake of last Tuesday’s 
horrors. Back then, police and city officials be- 
moaned witnesses’ reluctance to come forward — 
a reason they are’still citing for why they’re not 
solving the city’s murders. (Some even laid part of 
the blame on the “Stop Snitchin’” shirts that 
Mayor Menino would target 14 months later.) Dis 
trict Attorney Dan Conley called for passage of a 
crime bill that would provide funds for a witness 
protection program. He is still begging the legisla 
ture to pass it. Likewise, police commissi 
Kathleen O'Toole, and several outside observers, 
pointed to dramatic reduction of the police force 
as a problem. That shortage still exists, as O’ Toole 
has recently reiterated. 

Just like this December’s multiple homicide, 
the triple murder came after a brutal summer 
that generated headlines and prompted O’Toole 
to implement a series of initiatives to stem the 
violence. It also inspired Reverend William Dick- 
erson, among others, to call on clergy to do more 
community outreach. Dickerson said much the 
same at a press conference with Conley this 
week, where 20 local faith leaders pledged their 
help. Let’s hope we’re not all going through the 
same motions in another 15 months. 

David S. Bernstein 
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JUICING THE POLLS 
DECEMBER 22, 2000 | DAN KENNEDY DISCUSSED GROSS 
5 ELECTION IRREGULARITIES IN FLORIDA. 
YEARS “Early this year, the private company ... labeled 
AGO 8000 voters as felons even though they were guilty 
of nothing worse than a misdemeanor. (Like George 
Bush and Dick Cheney, for instance.) The company, ChoicePoint, 
then sent out a corrected list. But Salon reported wide variations in 
the use Florida’s counties made of the information; it appeared 
that though some ignored both the original and the corrected lists, 
others made zealous use of the data, but may have been less than 
vigorous in making sure the corrections were entered properly.” 


DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH 
DECEMBER 21, 1990 | MAUREEN DEZELL REPORTED ON 
Bb THE THEATER DISTRICT'S SUCCESS IN THE MIDST OF A 
CITYWIDE RECESSION. 
py “Vacant offices, boarded-up storefronts, ‘spectacular 
sales,’ and other signs of economic recession prolif- 
erate in nearly every Boston neighborhood this holiday season... . 
“But the southern sector of Midtown (Park Square and the 
Theater District), an area that led an economic half-life during 
much of the past two decades, is something completely different. 
The tacky ticket trailer that’s stood for years at the intersection of 


Stuart and Tremont streets recently got a new coat of paint. City 
workers are slated to straighten the leaning kiosk — long a symbol 


h your meal? | 


of Boston’s struggling Theater District — on the same corner.” 


CHRISTMAS SNEER 


DECEMBER 23, 1975 | GEORGE V. HIGGINS CONTEMPLATED 


THE HOLIDAYS. 


YEARS 


FOR MORE PHOENIX FLASHBACKS 
GO TO BOSTONPHOENIX.COM 


SCIENCE ON THE 

CUTTING EDGE 

The latest technologies and sophisti- 
cated biomechanical gauges are being 
used to design brassieres to liberate 
women from discomfort (especially 
buxom women, since a D-cup bra 
normally carries breasts weighing 
from 15 to 23 pounds). Leading work 
(according to a No- 
vember Wall Street Jour- 
nal report) is being 
done in China by en- 
gineers for Top Form 
Incorporated (suppli- 
ers to Victoria’s Se- 
cret, Playtex, and 
Maidenform) and by 
biomechanist Deirdre 
McGhee at the University of Wollon- 
gong in Australia. A British profes- 
sor, David Morris, teaches “bra 
studies” at De Montfort University 
in Leicester, and Hong Kong’s Poly- 
technic University recently created a 
degree program in bra studies. 

Still more breast news: the Piet 
Zwart Institute in Rotterdam, 
Netherlands, announced recently 
that retail-studies student Wendy 
Rameckers designed a wall with rows 


“[I]f there is, in your household, some jerk who 
AGO can yammer A Christmas Carol word for word, and 
does, serve the son of a bitch a roast goose, with- 
out bothering to degrease the thing. It’s like eating a tire car- 
cass stewed in Bardahl, and, when you've choked down a few 
mouthfuls of that, you know why Bob Cratchit put up with all 
the crap he got from Scrooge: because he was stupid.” 


NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD 


_BY CHUCK SHEPHERD 


20 YEARS AGO | DECEMBER 24, 1985 


FROM THE GUT 


MICHAEL FREEDBERG CONSIDERED 


BOBBY WOMACK’S OBSESSION WITH DEATH. 


of silicone breasts in various shapes, 
primarily; she said, to help male 
shoppers decide what size bra to buy 
for their women. And prominent 
British futurist lan Pearson of BT 
Laboratories told reporters in October 
that he could see the day when breast 
implants housed MP3 players (send- 
ing signals to a woman’s head- 
phones), to give the 
implants some actual 
functionality. 

Where the best sur- 
geons are: the increased 
expectations of fans have 
driven today’s bull- 
fighters to use riskier 
moves than their pred- 
ecessors did, and com- 
petition has pressured them to return 
to work quickly after being gored. Asa 
result, according to a November Wall 
Street Journal dispatch from Madrid, up 
to three dozen elite surgeons, highly 
skilled in complicated procedures, 
follow the bullfight circuit, on call to 
repair serious injuries that formerly 
would kill or maim a matador. In 
fact, most bullfighters today have al- 
ready endured several critical gorings 
but remain eager to work. 


“Whenever Bobby Womack is interviewed, 
he obsessively brings up the deaths of 
many of his colleagues on the 1960s soul 
and rock stage. ... He’s so sure he’s the 
next to go that after the seventh song 

of his October concert at Berklee Perfor- 
mance Center, he fled the stage and was 
rushed to Brigham and Women’s Hospital, 
leaving the audience to suspect heart 
attack when all he had was a severe 
stomach ache.” 


LEADING ECONOMIC 
INDICATORS 
The gigantic hit TV series Frasier 
grossed $1.5 billion during its 11-year 
run, but according to the show’s exec- 
utives (responding to a recent lawsuit 
by the program’s creators for a greater 
share of the “profits”), the traditional 
Hollywood accounting methods reveal 
that the show earned no profit over its 
lifetime but actually lost $200 million. 
According to a 2904 study by 
Georgia State University re- 
searchers, one “investor group” sub- 
stantially outperforms not only the 
stock market as a whole but also fi- 
nancial houses’ top stock-pickers. 
That investor group is US senators, 
who between 1993 and 1998 beat the 
market by an average of 12 percent 
annually (whereas fund managers 
are regarded as “stars” if they beat 
the market by as little as three per- 
cent). The findings received height- 
ened attention recently, following 
revelations that a prominent sena- 
tor made a huge profit selling stock 
from his blind trust. 


Send your weird news to 
WeirdNewsTips@yahoo.com. 
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_BY MARK JURKOWITZ 













KNOCK-OUT PUNCH 
IN 2006? 


Describing the media’s 
newfound combativness 
toward President Bush at 
the end of the year, Gallup 
poll editor in chief Frank 
Newport put the pack 
mentality into diplomatic 
terms: “We're in a period 
of time that there is a con- 
ventional wisdom that 
Bush is on the ropes,” he 
said. “I think, based on my 
experience, that the media 
tend to move in lockstep 
as conventional wisdom 
on a story develops.” 













































Don't Quote Me 


Black and white 
and bloody all over 


BIG-NAME EXITS, BIG-PAPER LAYOFFS, AND BIG-DISASTER COVERAGE 
MARKED THE YEAR IN JOURNALISM 


IN A YEAR OF JARRING TRANSITION, 2005 MAY BE BEST REMEMBERED FOR 
THE ROSTER OF MAJOR MEDIA PLAYERS WHO LEFT THE SCENE. DAN RATHER 
GAVE UP HIS ANCHOR CHAIR, TED KOPPEL DEPARTED NIGHTLINE, AND PETER 


Jennings lost his fight with lung cancer. 
On the print side, the estimable John Car- 
roll left his job editing the Los Angeles Times 
and the once highly regarded Judy Miller 
had an ugly divorce from the New York 
Times. Even Bob Woodward, he of iconic 
journalistic stature, found his reputation 
and legend badly damaged by his role in 
the “Plamegate” scandal. 

Locally, a bad newspaper economy 
forced the Herald and Clobe to jettison 
dozens of veteran newsroom employees, 
taking with them incalculable institution- 
al memory. After nearly a century anda 
half in Boston, The Atlantic Monthly sadly 
packed its bags for Washington. And The 
Connection — once WBUR’s signature talk 
show and a symbol of its national ambi- 
tions — was unceremoniously yanked off 
the airwaves. 

It was a year in which journalists — 
from Judy Miller to Providence TV reporter 
Jim Taricani — defied judges’ orders and 
stood on the principle of protecting 
confidential sources. Yet the twisted con- 


DEPARTED, DONE, DAMAGED 
Jennings, Koppel, and Rather 
all left their desks. 


tours of the “Plamegate” scandal seemed to 
convince many people that journalists 
weren’t shielding public-spirited whistle 
blowers, but were in cozy cahoots with 
privileged elites and mean-spirited insid- 
ers. In this atmosphere, when former FBI 
official W. Mark Felt was finally identified 
as the famous Watergate source “Deep 
Throat,” he was treated in some quarters 
like a manipulative traitor. 

But the biggest media story of 2005 
came in the wake of a horrific natural dis- 
aster. When Hurricane Katrina ravaged the 
Gulf Coast, one unanticipated consequence 
was a change in the power dynamic be- 
tween the press and the president. 
Stunned and angered by what they had 
witnessed, journalists covered the carnage 
with renewed passion and skepticism 
about the government’s promises and per- 
formance. That event — combined with 
the bad news from Iraq and Bush's declin- 
ing poll numbers — triggered what one ob- 
server called a classic media “feeding fren- 
zy,” with the White House as the main 













course. After being kicked to the curb since 
9/11, journalists began to fulfill their tradi- 
tional watchdog role with a little more 
zeal. Whether that lasts is probably the big 
question of 2006. 


BUSH VS. THE MEDIA 

“How is it possible we’re getting better in- 
tel than you're getting?” snapped CNN’s 
Soledad O’Brien to soon-to-be-deposed 
FEMA head Mike Brown in one of many 
post-Katrina exchanges in which embold- 
ened journalists aggressively challenged 
administration spinmeisters. In fact, the 
vicious storm was a pivotal moment in 
which a press corps long outmaneuvered 
and intimidated by the White House found 
its voice and cojones. (This was a govern- 
ment, after all, that had paid commenta- 
tors to hype administration policies and is- 
sued propagandistic video news releases 
featuring pretend journalists.) 

By year’s end, there were yet more 
media/White House tensions. Forced on 
the defensive, Bush was angry that the 
New York Times had broken the huge story — 
even after waiting a year — that the ad- 
ministration was eavesdropping on Ameri- 
cans without warrants. And that came on 
the heels of word that the Pentagon was 
paying to plant positive stories — that dis- 
guised their true authorship — in the Iraqi 
media, subverting a free press in a country 
in which the US claims to be planting 
democratic ideals. 

No one summed up matters more suc- 
cinctly than Congressional Quarterly columnist 
Craig Crawford, who declared that “the 
Bush White House has virtually no respect 
for the media’s traditional role.” The dif- 
ference was that after Katrina, the media 
started fighting back. 


THE PLAME GAME 

While everyone wondered whether prose- 
cutor Patrick Fitzgerald had zeroed in ona 
White House conspiracy to retaliate 
against Iraq-war critic Joe Wilson by out- 
ing his CIA-agent wife Valerie Plame, real 
damage was done to careers and credibility 
in the journalism world. Miller spent 85 
days in jail for refusing to identify her 
source — Vice-President Dick Cheney’s 
chief of staff, Scooter Libby — and then 
lost her job at the New York Times. Time mag- 
azine’s Viveca Novak, who talked with Karl 
Rove’s lawyer and didn’t tell her bosses, is 
now on a leave of absence. Bob Novak, the 
conservative hit man who revealed Plame’s 
identity, ended his run at CNN. Not only 
Continued on p 10 
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Continued from p 9 

did Woodward — who chatted about Plame 
with an administration official — end up 
apologizing for keeping his Washington Post 
bosses in the dark, the former Watergate 
sleuth was accused of being so busy snug- 
gling up to Bush insiders that he’d lost his 
nose for news. 


ANCHORS AWAY 

Rather ended 24 years as CBS anchor in 
March, his exit at least partly set in mo- 
tion by an ill-fated 60 Minutes Wednesday 
piece on President Bush’s military record 
that relied on documents of dubious au- 
thenticity. After a long and often contro- 
versial career, Rather had the misfortune 
of leaving under the lingering taint of 
scandal. 

ABC’s two best-known newsmen also 
signed off. On April 5, the 66-year-old Jen- 
nings stunned the nation with the news 
that he had lung cancer. Four months lat- 
er, he was dead. Koppel ended 25 years of 
anchoring Nightline by warning viewers 
that if they didn’t give his replacements a 
chance, “the network will just put another 
comedy show in this time slot.” 

So far, the jury is out on their replace- 
ments. CBS is lustily wooing morning- 
show diva Katie Couric, ABC opted for 
movie-star looks and youth with Elizabeth 
Vargas and Bob Woodruff, and the new 
Nightline troika of Cynthia McFadden, Mar- 
tin Bashir, and Terry Moran has been 
greeted with chilly early reviews. 


NEWSPAPER DIVE IN 2005 
According to Editor e Publisher, more than 
2000 jobs were lost at mid-size and major 
newspapers this past year. Carroll, per- 
haps the most respected editor in America, 
left the Los Angeles Times amid concerns that 
the Tribune Company was squeezing the 
bottom line. Newspaper giant Knight Rid- 
der is being shopped, Bureaus closed, na- 
tional editions shuttered, and layoff mem- 
os were tossed around like confetti. The 
San Francisco Chronicle is also thinking about 
selling its presses. 

Squeezed by new technologies, disin- 
terested younger readers, and a no- 
confidence vote from Wall Street, the 
newspaper business in 2005 appeared to be 
on the same trajectory as disco music in 
the late ’7os. 

“Traditional newspapers increasingly 
will become niche products for the shrink- 
ing number of older readers who cling to 
the pleasure of sitting with a cup of coffee 
on the back deck on Sunday morning and 
perusing five to 10 sections of a newspa- 
per,” wrote journalism lecturer Don Camp- 
bell in USAToday. And he’s an optimist. 

One disheartening development for 
critics of newspaper consolidation was a 
proposed mega-merger/takeover in the alt- 
weekly world between Phoenix-based New 
Times Media and Village Voice Media. No 
one is quite sure what will happen when 
Sun Belt libertarian sensibilities collide 
with the Village Voice, the 50-year-old 
granddaddy of the liberal alternative- 
weekly genre. 


NEWSROOM OF THE FUTURE? 

Even as media companies try to figure out 
how to make money online, newspapers 
are belatedly beginning to merge their cy- 
ber and dead-tree operations. USA Today re- 
cently announced it was bringing its 75 
Web employees into its newsroom and cre- 
ating what editor Ken Paulson called “a 
single 24-hour news organization.” 

This summer, New York Times executive 
editor Bill Keller authored a watershed 
memo announcing plans to integrate the 
online and traditional newsrooms. “We 
plan to diminish and eventually eliminate 
the difference between newspaper journal- 
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INS AND OUTS Deep Throat was unveiled; 
The Atlantic packed up for Washington; 
and LaCamara took charge at WBUR 





ists and Web journalists,” he declared. 
“Our readers are moving and so are we.” 

Over at the Christian Science Monitor — 
which has been running in the red and 
bleeding circulation — new editor Richard 
Bergenheim wrote an editor’s note in 
which he characterized the fact that the 
paper has less than 60,000 subscribers but 
more than 1.8 million visitors to the Web 
site each month as “probably the most sig- 
nificant development in the history of the 
Monitor.” Bergenheim added, “This does 
not translate .. . into ceasing to print our 
paper.” But he clearly hopes that online 
traffic will save the Monitor’s unique brand 
of journalism. 


BOSTON’S NEWS BLUES 
Despite a spirited campaign by the Boston 
Herald to get the Justice Department to calla 
foul, the Boston Globe managed to further tip 
the competitive balance in the city’s news- 
paper wars by grabbing 49 percent of the 
daily commuter freebie tabloid, the Metro. 
By year’s end, both Boston dailies were 
preoccupied with econom- 
ic pain and serious uncer- 
tainty. Seeking $7 million 








veterinarian in a 1995 story. The Globe had a 
mixed record, winning a suit brought by a 
Stoneham lawyer, but losing when the SJC 
upheld a $2.1 million judgment awarded in 
2002 to a doctor invelved in coverage of an 
overdose at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. 

But the big battle may lie ahead. In Octo- 
ber, the Islamic Society of Boston (ISB) filed 
a libel conspiracy suit claiming the Herald, 
Channel 25, and their sources all joined to- 
gether to block construction of a new 
mosque by falsely linking the ISB to terror- 
ism. (The defendants say the ISB is trying to 
deter people from asking questions about 
their activities.) Worthy of note: ISB lawyer 
Howard Cooper defied the odds by winning 
Murphy’s case against the Herald. 


BOSTON COMMON COMES, 

THE ATLANTIC GOES 

Even before it arrived in September, Boston 
Common magazine was good for local 
lawyers. Initially calling itself Boston Com- 
monwealth, the publication got sued for 
trademark infringement by CommonWealth 
magazine, a wonkish pub- 
lic-policy periodical. Then 
Boston magazine — a more 


in savings, the Herald bid THE NEWS- natural competitor — 
adieu to about 45 news- 


room veterans. Publisher PABDER 


Pat Purcell acknowledged 


sued, claiming the new- 
comer purloined a data- 


base of its advertisers. 
that the company was on BU SINESS (Both cases were resolved.) 


the market, leaving open 


the possibility of new own- IN 2005 
made a career of publish- 
APPEARED ing gorgeous, slick maga- 


ers by early this year. 
Over on Morrissey 


Boulevard, the Globe dis- 
banded its national desk TO BE 


and had to slice about 


Boston Common boss and 
BU grad Jason Binn has 


zines celebrating the rich 
ON and famous in Aspen and 


TH S the Hamptons. The ques- 
three dozen newsroom e AME tion is whether frumpier 


jobs, largely through buy- TRA ECTO and dumpier Boston — 
outs that hit the features oi where Johnny Damon and 


and arts department the RY S 
hardest. The best line 


from any departee came DISCO 
from veteran Globe obit 


writer Tom Long, ajobin MUSIC IN 
which it pays to have a 
sense of humor. THE LATE 


“I’m not retiring,” Long 


cracked. “I’m just passing 70S. 


on to another dimension.” 


WBUR, PBS, 

AND S.0.S 

After an ugly management scandal that 
ended the 25-year reign of Jane Christo as 
WBOUR general manager, the BU-owned 
public-radio station did some serious 
housecleaning, canceling The Connection 
and bringing in long-time Channel 5 exec- 
utive Paul LaCamera to shore up fundrais- 
ing and local-news coverage. Perhaps the 
neatest trick of all was that BU managed to 
largely avoid blame in the station’s long- 
festering problems while playing the role 
of white knight to the rescue. 

On the TV side, PBS had its own scandal 
to cope with as overzealous Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting chairman Kenneth 
Tomlinson launched a jihad to rid the sys- 
tem of what he saw as rampant liberal 
bias, targeting most notably former Now 
host Bill Moyers. Eventually, Tomlinson 
resigned amid allegations he overstepped 
his bounds. With a new PBS president slat- 
ed to succeed the beleaguered Pat Mitchell 
in 2006, the question is whether anyone 
out there can keep public broadcasting 
from being treated as a political football. 


ORDER IN THE COURT 
The big libel verdict of 2005 came in Febru- 
ary when a jury awarded Judge Ernest Mur- 
phy $2.1 million after concluding the Herald 
defamed him with stories that alleged he 
said of a 14-year-old rape victim: “Tell her to 
get over it.” The tabloid also lost a $225,000 
case when another jury decided it libeled a 








Jasper White are consid- 
ered beautiful people — 
will sustain that kind of 
party-hardy publication. 
A vastly different peri- 
odical, The Atlantic Monthly 
departed for Washington 
after 148 years in Boston, 
another victim of the out- 
sourcing of the city’s local 
treasures. At a bittersweet 
farewell party, former edi- 
tor Bob Manning voiced the hope that the 
magazine of Emerson and Longfellow 
would not be re-named “The Potomac.” 


WHO KO'D THEO? 

Boston’s nastiest media war of the past 
year erupted when Red Sox GM Theo Ep- 
stein decided not to re-up with the team 
(at least for now). In a column subtly head- 
lined “Smear Campaign Stinks,” the Her- 
ald’s Tony Massarotti accused the Globe of 
siding with Sox CEO Larry Lucchino 
against Epstein because its parent compa- 
ny, The New York Times, owns a chunk of 
the team. The blogosphere was ready to 
lynch the Globe’s Dan Shaughnessy after he 
wrote an incendiary column characteriz- 
ing Theo as a selfish ingrate. Then sports- 
radio giant WEEI joined the anti-Globe cho- 
rus, getting its licks in against a paper that 
has forbidden its staff to appear on ’EEl’s 
air. And when Massarotti and the Clobe’s 
Gordon Edes appeared together on Channel 
4’s Sports Final, you practically needed UN 
peacekeepers to prevent bloodshed. 

To make matters worse, new Globe om- 
budsman Richard Chacon wrote a column 
scolding the paper’s execs for accepting 2004 
World Series rings. On Morrissey Boulevard, 
the Globe was learning how to deal with its 
own “Curse of the Bambino.” © 


To access links related to this article, read it 
online at BostonPhoenix.com. Mark jurkowitz 
can be reached at mjurkowitz@phx.com. 
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THE YEAR 
IN SPORTS 


LAPTOP THEFTS, CAR-RAMMING, AND WOMEN BEATING THEIR ATHLETE 
HUSBANDS — 2005 WAS THE YEAR OF THE THROWBACK ay mart raise 


enerally speaking, in sports, if 
you don’t win it all, you can’t 
call it a good year. But in the tel- 
evision age, almost every year is 
a good year in sports crime. 

While sluggish performances by Mike 
Tyson, Sebastian Janikowski, and the 
Portland Trailblazers seemingly skewed 
the number of athlete arrests downward 
in 2005, the sports-crime industry re- 
mained vital thanks to the resurgence of 
Lawrence Phiilips and a little stylistic 
marketing kitsch. Just as the NFL and the 
NBA use throwback jerseys to capture the 
nostalgia market, 2005 featured throw- 
back sports crimes. 

Jazzy nouveau offenses like the Pierre 
Pierce sex rap and the Onterrio Smith 
Whizzinator case balanced nicely by an 
old-school spring-training bust of Doc 
Gooden and a week-nine “routine traffic 
stop” possession arrest of hallowed 
sports-crime icon Michael Irvin, who 
copped an elegant “those were my 
cousin’s drugs”~style defense upon cap- 
ture. And in a twist that might herald 
more unpleasant things, 2005 saw several 
instances of the sons of famous sports 
criminals ending up behind bars, with 
both Dwight Gooden Jr. and Riddick Bowe 
Jr. arrested in separate incidents. 

2005 also featured a few disturbing in- 
novations in sports crime. It may be that 
none of these will ever be placed in the 
annals of the genre next to old standbys 
like the supernaturally large quantity of 
marijuana-possession arrest (also known 
as the Nate Newton), the nightclub park- 
ing-lot fracas (the Jumbo Elliott), or the X- 
treme DUI (John Abraham, Ingrida Sabonis), 
but in 2005, they certainly made their 
presence felt. Here’s a look at some of the 
lowlights in new — and old — trends in 
sports crime, 2005. 


TAWNY KITAEN LIVES! 
Looking back, it’s almost funny the 
way people made fun of ex-Cleveland In- 
dian pitcher Chuck Finley, after his wife, 
the chesty pill-popping Tawny Kitaen, 
was arrested in 2002 for allegedly beating 
her husband. Many things were said 
about that incident, but few thought 

we would see another hulking pro beaten 
like a gong by a Klonopin-addicted Wife 
Gone Mad. 

Wrong, said the year 2005! The ghost 
of Tawny returned first in Detroit on 
March 17, when Terry Duerod-esque Pis- 
tons reserve Darvin Ham was allegedly 
whacked in the head with a wine bottle 
by his wife, Denetria Ham. Police were 
called to the Ham house to break up the 
disturbance and found Darvin sitting 
mute on his couch, blood pouring from 
his head; he refused medical treatment. 

A few months later, in early July, none 
other than O.J. Simpson was rescued by 
police when his long-time girlfriend, 














Christine Prody, allegedly attacked him in 
his friend’s driveway. Trapped as long as 
he had been on the great space-time Mo- 
bius strip that is man’s eternal and ulti- 
mately fruitless quest for justice, O.J. had 
made the mistake of reaching into Prody’s 
car to retrieve some things that he 
claimed she had boosted from his house. 
“O.J. friend” Steve Dockendorf called po- 
lice when Prody responded by attacking 
Simpson; “she was like a wild animal,” 
Dockendorf reported. 

And while it was not spousal abuse, 

November gave us the mother of all 
teenage-boy fantasies: Carolina Panther 
TopCat cheerleaders Angela Keathley and 
Victoria Renee Thomas were caught hav- 
ing sex in a bathroom stall inside a Florida 
bar. When a woman waiting to use the fa- 
cilities complained, Thomas allegedly 
clocked her in the face. 
2006 PROGNOSIS Anna Benson hits Kris in 
the knees with a crowbar after he catches 
her in bed with Mookie Wilson and Mike 
Bloomberg. 


DESKTOP CRIME 
Laptop theft was the hot boutique indus- 
try of 2005 sports crime. The bizarre run 
began on January 21, when six members of 
the University of South Carolina Game- 
cocks football team were arrested for the 
unusually stupid crime of burglarizing 
their own stadium as a protest against a 
disciplinary ruling. The players took some 
$18,000 of equipment, including two 
$4000 laptops, after school officials with- 
drew the team from bowl consideration 
following an on-field brawl with Clemson 
in November of ’04. 

Less than two months later, in the first 
week of March, little-known NFL free- 
agent running back Larry Ned was busted 
in a Phoenix airport after an unsuccessful 
tryout with the Arizona Cardinals; Ned re- 
portedly grabbed another passenger’s lap- 
top after it went through the airport X-ray 
and tried to sneak away with it. Airport 
officials later found the 5’11”, 220-pound 
tailback hiding with the contraband in 
the stall of the men’s room. Ned’s caper 
was the dumbest airport-security pro-ath- 
lete incident since Damon Stoudamire’s 
immortal “You mean like this marijua- 
na?” bust — incidentally also in an Ari- 
zona airport — in which the then-Trail- 
blazer voluntarily produced an aluminum- 
wrapped weed stash when queried about 
metal objects on his person. 

A few months after the Ned bust, the 
much-ballyhooed prospective UConn 
backcourt of A.J. Price and Marcus 
Williams was arrested in tandem when 
the pair, showing excellent teamwork 
and ball movement, boosted four laptops 
from a girls’ dormitory. In the spirit of 
American sports justice, the lesser 
prospect Price was banned from campus 
for the fall semester, while the hot 
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NBA prospect Williams was allowed to 
take classes. 

2006 PROGNOSIS Look for Southeastern 
Conference football to bounce back after a 
slow year in campus theft arrests. 


EX-RAM RAMS 

One of the more underreported sports- 
crime phenomena is car-ramming. Almost 
every year a pro or college athlete is arrest- 
ed for trying to either run someone over 
with a car or ram someone else’s car with a 
car. This is distinguished from the acci- 
dental hit-and-run assaults of the Dwayne 
Goodrich variety; what we're referring to 
here is Michael Pittman getting into his 
Hummer and repeatedly driving intoa 
parked minivan containing his wife, 
child, and babysitter. This kind of thing 
happens more often than you’d think. 
Then-Saints tackle Victor Riley rammed a 
car containing his wife and infant daugh- 
ter, and received a stern NFL punishment 
of a one-game suspension (“The league 
took one game from me and a one-game 
paycheck,” he complained), and our own 
ex-Red Sox Jose Canseco has a ramming 
bust far down there on his rap sheet, a 1992 
hit for ramming wife Esther. 

This year’s rammer was none other 
than famed NFL bust Lawrence Phillips, 
who remains in contention with Isaiah 
Rider and the aforementioned Tyson 
for the title of most-arrested athlete of 
modern times. Phillips was arrested in 
August after he left a pick-up football 
game he had been playing with teenagers 
in Exposition Park and returned behind 
the wheel of a black Honda, with which 
he promptly tried to run over two of the 
teens. Apparently some of the kids had 
picked on Phillips — who was once 
compared to Earl Campbell — after tack- 
ling him in the game. The Honda, inci- 
dentally, was stolen, which put Phillips 
in the company of another rare club, 
one including Tamarick Vanover, Mark 
Ingram, and Bam Morris: pro athletes 
who steal cars. 

2006 PROGNOSIS No athlete has ever been a 
better candidate for a future ramming 
than Terrell Owens. 


AND THE FREAK CRIME 

OF THE YEAR... 

It actually happened in 2004, but it didn’t 
become public until January of 2005. 
Ex-Florida Panther Peter Worrell, pulled 
over for driving with an expired tag, tried 
to tell Broward County police that he was 
former teammate Andreas Lilja. Worrell is 
6’7” and black; Lilja is 6’3” and Swedish. It 
didn’t fly. In an odd twist, Lilja was arrest- 
ed in Stockholm for rape two months later. 
He did not claim to be Worrell. © 


To access links related to this article, read it on- 
line at BostonPhoenix.com. Matt Taibbi can be 
reached at m_taibbi@yahoo.com. 
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THE BONFIRE 


OF THE 
INANITIES 


SERIOUSLY, COULD IT GET ANY WORSE? 







_BY BARRY CRIMMINS 


FOR 2005, MY ANNUAL TASK OF REVIEWING THE PAST YEAR HAS BEEN 
COMPLICATED BY AN OLD ADAGE: OH WHAT A TANGLED WEB WE WEAVE 
WHEN FIRST WE PRACTICE TO DECEIVE. HERE | SIT, TANGLED IN A WEB 


that many people began weaving way back 
when the Gipper was protecting us against 
deadly pollutants released by old-growth 
forests. It was a jumble out there this year 
— one that defies linear documentation. 

So let me borrow from our friend Mark 
Twain and offer this admonition: persons 
attempting to find chronology in this nar- 
Tative will become lost; persons attempting 
to find morals in its subjects will be gener- 
ally disappointed; persons attempting to 
find a plot will be overwhelmed (because it 
contains more plots than Arlington Nation- 
al Cemetery). 

And anyone expecting a comprehensive 
review will end up feeling they have a lot 
more coming. 


SCANDALOUS TO THE END 

California Republican congressman Duke 
Cunningham had a narrow window of op- 
portunity. It was late November, and he 
had 15, 20 minutes tops, to become a late 
entry in the scumbag sweepstakes that was 
2005. The aging Navy fighter-jock did not 
miss his chance. At an impromptu press 
conference, Cunningham announced both 
his resignation from Congress and his 
guilty plea to several corruption charges. 
On that sunny autumn afternoon, the 
Dukester secured his place in history — asa 
simpering, blubbering jellyfish. 

Most years, Cunningham’s weepy guilty 
plea and resignation would have been a 
major news story for weeks, but in 2005, it 
barely merited a “So what else is new?” 
shrug of the shoulders. 

By the time we got to Cunningham’s sob- 
bing exit, no one — absolutely no one — 
could keep track of all the scandals involving 
the Bush-Cheney administration, the Re- 
publican Congress, and state and local Re- 
publican leaders and their corporate and 
evangelical cronies. There were procurement 
scandals, media scandals, emergency- 
preparedness scandals, even treason scan- 
dals. These people stole everything, from 
coins in Ohio to billions in Iraq — including, 
in the estimation of some, the 2004 election, 
giving George W. Bush a matched set of neb- 
ulous claims to 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. 


Which is where we entered 2005: believe 
it or not, Bush and Cheney’s second inau- 
gural was a scant 11 months ago. Feels 
more like 11 years, doesn’t it? I’ve sup- 
pressed almost all memory of the inaugura- 
tion except for two things: a hazy recollec- 
tion of the halftime show for the Crusades 
and the faint hope that Bush-Cheney arro- 
gance would lead to such brazenly incom- 
petent and unconstitutionally criminal be- 
havior that not even Rupert Murdoch 
would be able to conceal it. 

In mid December, Wally 
O’Dell, a big GOP fundrais- 


er who promised to deliver CAM p 
Ohio’s electoral votes for 

Bush, resigned as CEO of CAS EY 
Diebold, the company 

whose electronic balloting WAS SO 
machines at least in part 


delivered Ohio to Bush. 





it, to put it in W-era parlance, a slam-dunk? 
Use your own intelligence and trust it. 


THE EVER-HELPFUL PRESS 
Bush-Cheney’s cynicism and contempt for 
the media, and their administration’s re- 
peatedly exposed practice of fabricating 
and/or planting stories became so blatant 
in 2005 that newscasts should have begun 
with the disclaimer “I’m George W. Bush 
and | approved of this message.” 

In January, we learned that neo-con 
columnist Armstrong Williams was on the 
federal dole to tout Bush’s No Child Left Be- 
hind program. In February, “Jeff Gannon/ 
Jim Guckert” the “Wash- 
ington Bureau Chief” of 
“Talon News,” who had 
been given media access to 
the White House more 
than 100 times, was ex- 
posed as a male prostitute 
by bloggers who decided to 
investigate the “reporter” 


TRAUMAT IC whose Nerf-ball questions 
O’Dell left over allegations 


of insider trading. The 
same week, a Florida coun- 


longer use Diebold ma- 
chines because they’re vul- WAS 


FOR W 
ty announced it would no TH AT x E 


made him White House 
press secretary Scott Mc- 
Clellan’s go-to guy when 
things got sticky. (It’s sim- 
ply impossible to write 
this without cheap jokes.) 
The bloggers no doubt 


nerable to backdoor hacks 
and could be used to manip- PRO BAB LY figured the guy to be an 


ulate vote tallies. 


escaped mental patient 
You know that saying RE Li EVE D but soon learned that he 


“the fix is in”? Well in this WH e N 
case, was the fixer an in- 


was the driving force be- 
hind several pornographic 


side trader? HURRICANE gay-escort sites that pro- 
I mean how much more moted his patriotic desire 


naiveté can we afford? We K ATRI N A 
have a president who has 


twice been “elected” despite a IT. 
polling data that told us it LJ 
wasn’t going to happen. 
And then his administra- 
tion is fraught with every 
possible insider scandal. They fix intelli- 
gence, they fix the media, they fix govern- 
ment contracts, and now the man that 
promised to hand them Ohio leaves his job 
at the secret voting-booth company because 
he was caught insider trading. Is it para- 
noid to connect the dots and understand that 
we have been living, for the past five years, 
under an unelected criminal regime? Or is 





to continue the rigid disci- 
pline of military service to 
America long after he’d 
been. . . um, discharged. 
(Simply impossible.) 

He even asked a ques- 
tion of W from the fourth 
row of a rare presidential press conference. 
As I recall it was “Who do I have to blow to 
get in the first row?” 


WHO’S TO PLAME? 

Perhaps the answer was whomever it was 
on Bush’s staff assigned to disclose to 
“Jimmy-Jeff” the identity of the soon-to-be 
world’s most famous secret agent, Valerie 
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Plame. Plame was a CIA WMD expert work- 
ing undercover for the “brass plate” front 
firm, Brewster Jennings & Associates. 
Blowing her cover was meant as revenge 
against her husband, former arnbassador 
Joe Wilson, after he went to Niger in 2002 
and established that the Saddam Hussein/ 
yellowcake-uranium story was nonsense 
and then wrote about it later in the New York 
Times. Within days, Robert Novak, a man 
with a voice so shrill only dogs can hear it 
and a column so odious only rodents read 
it, outed Plame. And then, in a follow-up 
piece, he disclosed Brewster Jennings and 
its true purpose, endangering not only 
Plame but dozens of other operatives as well. 

I’m no fan of the CIA, but treason is 
treason, and although betraying our nation 
is nothing new for this administration, 
this time the charge just might stick. Spe- 
cial counsel Patrick Fitzgerald is still 
preparing the case, but if justice is served, 
presidential puppeteer-in-chief Karl Rove, 
clearly up to his splotchy pink neck in Trai- 
torgate, could be back in Texas for good by 
the new year. 

Vice-President Cheney’s chief of staff, 
Scooter Libby, was indicted for obstruction 
of justice and perjury in the case. Cheney, a 
man who makes Donald Trump look like a 
hands-off guy, would have us believe that 
he was shocked to learn that his top aide 
had become a rogue operative in this crimi- 
nal conspiracy. 

Traitorgate was the epicenter of the snarl 
in the Bush-Cheney web of deceit, combin- 
ing as it did the administration’s media 
manipulation, its phony case for war, and 
its low-blow tactics. New York Times reporter 
Judith Miller was the gray lady down on the 
administration for exclusive access to every 
falsehood it wanted planted in the paper of 
record to make its phony case for war in Iraq. 


Miller, a viciously ambitious, narcissistic 
journalist made up of equal parts tenacity 
and wrong-headedness, had been informed 
of Plame’s identity by Scooter Libby. 

This was a cynically wise move consider- 
ing how furious she had become with Wil- 
son’s Times op-ed piece that refuted some 
very specific lies she had run above the fold 
in the mislead-up to war. Miller spent sev- 
eral weeks in jail for contempt of court 
rather than reveal Libby as her source in 
the Plame leak. But really all she was cover- 
ing was her own complicit ass, which even- 
tually was booted out on the street by the 
paper that allowed her to so compromise it. 

The Washington Post’s Bob Woodward also 
traded ethics for access and got caught in 
the swirl of Traitorgate. As the story was 
exploding, Woodward went on Larry King 
and matter-of-factly implied the whole af- 
fair was a tempest in a teapot. He failed to 
disclose his own involvement, but we soon 
learned that he was just another rat in the 
sewer that ran between the White House 
and the corporate media. Richard Nixon 
would be so proud of him! 


CONGRESSIONAL 

RECORD/RAP SHEET 

The Republican Congress was a disgrace 
throughout the year. Low points included 
the ethics scandals that embroiled both the 
House and Senate majority leaders. Con- 
gressman Tom DeLay was indicted for mon- 
ey laundering, the only known connection 
to anything clean in his sordid career. A 
primary player in DeLay’s K Street (soon to 
be renamed Shakedown Street) Project was 
lobbyist Jack Abramoff, who funneled 


funds, goods, and junkets to DeLay and 
others in exchange for right of first refusal 
on all legislation. The scandal is complicated 
and far-reaching and, as such, is my pick 


to click in 2006 — an ideal year for all Amer- 
icans to take a good look at just how bought 
and paid-for their legislators really are. 

Dr. Bill Frist, the Senate’s majority 
leader, was plagued by vision problems 
that actually caused him to see too much — 
like the contents of his blind trust, which 
now has him under investigation by the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission. His su- 
per vision also allowed him to use a home 
video to pronounce that Terri Schiavo was 
not in a persistent vegetative state. Of 
course he was wrong — she was in Florida. 


CAMP FOLLOWERS 

By July, polls showed 51 percent of the 
country felt it had been misled into war. 
The slide has continued. Dick Cheney is 
now trailing cholera in opinion surveys. 

In early August, with Traitorgate un 
wrapping and the country, his war, and his 
administration collapsing around him, 
Bush did what he always does in a tight 
spot. He went on an extended vacation. Pri- 
or to leaving for his Crawford, Texas, 
ranch, where he raises photo-ops, he made 
one of his boilerplate comments about why 
the war had to continue. It would be a dis- 
service, he maintained, to abandon the 


“just cause” for which so many brave 
Americans had died. 

This raised a question in the mind of 
Cindy Sheehan, the mother of one of those 
brave slain soldiers, Sergeant Casey Shee- 
han. Since she was in nearby Dallas speak- 
ing at the Veterans for Peace conference, 
she decided to take a ride on the VFP bus 
over to Crawford to see if the president 
would take a moment from his busy leisure 
activities to see her. All she wanted to 
know was, “Exactly what just cause had 
Casey died for?” 

She let the gatekeepers know she was 
there and asked if she could please have a 
word with the president. The answer, more 
implied than articulated, was “NO!” And 
one of the great standoffs in American po- 
litical history ensued. Soon, other mem- 
bers of Gold Star Families for Peace, the 
fledgling but instantly morally authorita- 
tive Iraq Vets Against the War, representa- 
tives of Military Families Speak Out, local 
activists from the Crawford Peace House, 
and concerned citizens of the United States 
and the world joined Sheehan. Camp Casey 
sprung up, then Camp Casey II was pitched 
Continued on p 14 
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‘Merry Solstice, Bill 


At a time when the na- 

tion found itself distract- 
ed by frivolities such as an un- 

just and illegal war, torture 

- scandals, congressional scan- 
dals, statewide scandals, en- 
ergy prices plunging an icy 
dagger into the hearts of 
American families, the con- 
tinued calamitous ramifica- 
tions of Katrina, and a White 
House overrun by felons and 
even traitors, leave it to Bill 
O’Reilly to bring the focus 
back to an issue we’ve all been 
ducking for far too long: holi- 
day salutations. And who bet- 
ter than O’Reilly to appoint 
himself as Jesus’ personal sav- 
ior? Even if the FOX News host 
has things he’d much rather 


be doing with a marital aid, 
his anus, his leprechaunic 
Irish penis, a speaker phone, 
a loofa, some falafel, and an 
unwilling employee, he 
found the time to speak up for 
the vast majority of Americans: 


the oft-overlooked Christians. 
Christians who had become 
much too lax with depart- 
ment-store employees’ god- 
less use of phrases such as 
“Happy Holidays.” 

O’Reilly saw through this 
Jewish, Islamic, Hindu, Bud- 
dhist, Sikh, pagan, Wicca, 
agnostic, atheist plot and 
spearheaded a drive to forcibly 
put the phrase “Merry Christ- 
mas” back in the mouths of 
those who during the rest of 
the year sincerely urge us to 
“Nave a good one.” 

By way of thanks, I’d like to 
send along this special holiday 
greeting to Mr. O’Reilly: Go 
fuck yourself ... you have the 
technology. _BC 


Continued from p 13 

on land loaned by a courageous Crawfordian 
who had become disgusted by the behavior 
of some of the locals toward the respectful 
assembly of citizens who still clung to the 
belief that the president of the United States 
is accountable to the people he serves. 

This attracted the national media, my- 
self included, who was dispatched there by 
Air America’s Randi Rhodes. Nineteen days 
later, I returned inspired by the rebirth of 
the American peace movement. Bush could 
have avoided the whole mess by facing one 
sincere mother; instead he stuck to form 
and hid from conflict that would require 
his actual participation. Sheehan gave 
Bush a shove down a slope that was about 
to become much slipperier. 


A MIGHTY WIND 
Camp Casey was so traumatic for W that he 
was probably relieved when Hurricane Kat- 
rina’s epic storm surge washed Cindy Shee- 
han out of the headlines. As ever, Bush was 
careless about what he wished for, and 
soon the world was looking at shocking aer- 
ial views of a country run by dim frat boys. 
George W. Bush and Dick Cheney sold 
themselves as offering the kind of adult su- 
pervision this country needs in time of crisis. 
Homeland security is their alleged strong 
suit, but apparently someone forgot to brief 
them on the fact that the most important 
part of homeland security is land itself. 
Their slow response to thousands of strand- 
ed victims made many realize that terra 
firma is an even bigger concern than terror. 
Bush sent the Federal Emergency Man- 
agement Agency’s director Michael “Heckuva 
Job” Brown (W has such a knack for nick- 
names!), who had risen to the top of our 
nation’s crisis-management team because 
he was the most qualified former college 
roommate of a Bush crony available. Ever 
detail-oriented, Brown immediately distin- 
guished himself by surveying the area for 
suitable restaurants and carefully consider- 
ing the proper attire to wear to a massive 
human calamity. As the water rose and the 
evacue es’ plight. ew worse, Brown assured 
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a concerned nation that there was really 
nothing we could do right away for those 
thousands of people yelling, “Help! Help! 
Help!” in unison. Now what’s for lunch? 
Eventually, FEMA distinguished itself 
by evacuating the one most truly helpless 
person on the Gulf Coast: Brownie. Bush 
then made a series of visits to the region, 
promising all who would listen that re- 
building the area, and particularly New Or- 
leans, was his top priority — at least until 
he could distract the American people from 
the crucial city that had been lost on the 
“watch” he’s always reminding us he’s on. 


BOTTOMS UP? 

After Katrina, it began to seem that Bush’s 
actions and policies were nothing more 
than the result of drunken bar bets. In fact, 
the very reputable National Enquirer posited 
that W was back on the bottle. That would 
explain Bush’s nomination of Harriet Miers: 
Watch this, this'll be funny —the next person that 
walks in here, I’m naming to the Supreme Court. 

Two interesting stories came out in De- 
cember. The first exposed Bush’s practice of 
wire-tapping American citizens without so 
much as clearing the microscopic hurdle of 
obtaining a special secret-court warrant. 
But hey, if you don’t have anything to hide, 
what are you worried about? 

And then the Transactional Records Ac- 
cess Clearinghouse, a research group at 
Syracuse University, discovered that the ad- 
ministration, breaking with a tradition of 
openness that began in 1816, has decided to 
withhold the names and work locations of 
about 900,000 government civilian work- 
ers. If we don’t know who’s working for the 
government, we don’t know who to ask 
what the government is doing. If they 
don’t have anything to hide, why are they 
hiding 900,000 people? Too bad they didn’t 
have this policy when Valerie Plame still 
had her job. 


AND THEY CALL IT DEMOCRACY 
Shortly following Bush’s feudal fiesta of an 
inauguration was the first of three Iraqi 


elections. The January 30 vote was memo- 
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rable because it marked a novel approach to 
democracy — the candidates for the inter- 
im government were anonymous but the 
voters were fingerprinted. The Bush-Cheney 
administration touted the vote as a major 
turning point. Ditto for an October vote for 
an Iraqi constitution and for December’s 
permanent-legislative elections. In each 
case, this wildly optimistic assessment was 
then parroted by the mainstream media 
and accepted as an important marker on 
the invaded nation’s road to democratic 
self-rule. Unfortunately, after the first two 
votes, that road was lined with improvised 
explosive devices, and the year in Iraq was 
to become much more notable for blood- 
shed than watersheds. 

In the lead-up to the December election, 
Bush finally attempted to answer Cindy 
Sheehan’s question in a series of four iden- 
tical speeches. In each of them, he’d open 
with a joke and then immediately mention 
9/11. He reminded us that everything has 
changed since 9/11. Yeah, since the year 
911 when torture was a widely accepted 
governmental investigative device. With- 
in a few hundred years, civilization broke 
out and large groups of human beings be- 
gan denouncing the practice, Not only was 
it unjust and unspeakable, it was also 
highly ineffective. Torture victims were 
notoriously compliant and would tell in- 
terrogators anything they wanted to hear. 
Even worse, when people learn that tor- 
ture is being committed, they tend to rise 
up in anger and seek vengeance against 
the torturers. 

The Bush-Cheney team has ignored 
these obvious truths, It’s become clear that 
one of the reasons they wanted Iraqi oil was 
so they could boil it for use in interroga- 
tions, It used to be that an “extraordinary 
rendition” involved William Shatner 
singing “Mr. Bojangles”; now it has to do 
with re-opening Eastern European gulags. 

Notwithstanding attempts by Bush- 
Cheney to rig Iraqi and American news 
with phony stories planted by its media 
operatives in the slimy Rendon and Lincoln 


the blood-curdling screams of agony from 
the victims of its torture. Whether at the 
hands of US military personnel, CIA 
agents, private contractors, or collaborat- 
ing thugs from other nations, torture has 
become synonymous with our nation’s for- 
eign policy. 

Despite Bush’s strong denials and Condi 
Rice’s assurances that this administration 
has a strict policy of probably never com- 
mitting torture, Dick Cheney’s legislative 
arm-twisting on the matter tells the real 
story. Any agreement the administration 
may make with John McCain or anyone else 
will be entered into with all the sincerity of 
its promise to rebuild New Orleans. 

Regardless of what Bush makes of the 
latest election in Iraq, his game is up there. 
Congressman Jack Murtha, a man who nev- 
er met a military action he’d question, has 
become the voice of the generals Donald 
Rumsfeld has censored. He knows the cause 
is lost, and that it’s time to get out. He 
knows that US troop presence will do noth- 
ing more than provoke perpetual violence. 
And he’s earned a crisp salute for saying so. 


HISTORY’S STOOGE 

Bush keeps accusing the Dems of rewriting 
history — excuse me, George, but a point 
of literal order. You never write the history 
of the rise and fall of any Reich until after 
the fall. In this case, we’re hoping for the 
fall of 2006. 

The majority of Americans now know 
that Bush justified this needless fight by ly- 
ing to Congress, the American people, and 
the entire world. His premises were false, 
his motives were megalomaniacal. The re- 
sults are tragic. 

Bush picked a fight he didn’t need to pick. 
And lost. In doing so he weakened our nation 
and allies, and strengthened our enemies. 
And he did one more thing: he secured his 
place in history as a dangerous and soulless 
lunatic. It would require serious generosity 
to simply label him as pathetic. 

You know, pathetic like Duke Cunning- 
ham, 

When a common streetwalker gets 
busted, he or she behaves with dignity that 
Cunningham couldn’t buy with all the 
money in the Pentagon’s vault. But then, a 
common streetwalker is nowhere near the 
whore Duke Cunningham became. The 
streetwalker trades in what is his or hers to 
exchange. Cunningham was just a red, 
white, and blue pimp, profiteering on 
what wasn’t his to trade. 

But say this much for Cunningham. He 
set a good example for his fellow Republi- 
cans by resigning in disgrace. If by next year at 
this time we’ve seen several more Republi- 
cans blubbering like defrocked beauty 
queens after copping pleas, 2006 will seem 
blessedly shorter than 2005. 

George W. Bush picked a fight he was 
sure he could win — because the con artists 
who own and operate him told him he 
could. So in front of every other kid in the 
world, he called his victim out to the play- 
ground and had six or seven of his goons re- 
strain the little guy while he hit him with 
everything he could find. In doing so, he 
pissed off everyone else on the playground. 

So when Bush turned away from his 
bloodied victim to raise his hands in tri- 
umph, he was hit squarely from behind 
with a two-by-four. Repeatedly. 

And it hasn’t stopped for two and a half 
years. 

Curly or Larry would have thrown in the 
towel by now. 

Unfortunately, Moe’s our president. © 


Political satirist Barry Crimmins is a writer for 
Air America Radio's Randi Rhodes Show and 
the author of Never Shake Hands With a War 
Criminal (Seven Stories Press, 2004). He can be 
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Power trip 


CIVIL LIBERTIES CAME UNDER INTENSE ASSAULT IN 2005, 
BUT THERE WAS SOME PUSHBACK, TOO 


INVISIBLE MONSTER 


It seems likely that half the 
press corps in Washington will 
be jailed or otherwise mauled 
by Special Prosecutor Patrick 
Fitzgerald in the Valerie Plame 
investigation. But there have 
been no calls in the US for an 
investigation into how CIA- 
operated gulags were estab- 
lished and allowed to operate 
utterly beyond the reach of 
known American law. Can 
there be secret unknown laws, 
one now has to ask, in all 
seriousness? 


AFTER SURVEYING THE PAST YEAR — A GENERALLY DISMAL ONE FOR CIVIL 
LIBERTIES — WE WELCOME 2006 WITH TREPIDATION BUT ALSO WITH 
HOPE. THERE ARE SIGNS, HOWEVER IMBALANCED, TO SUPPORT BOTH 


Much of 2005 followed a script composed in 
the wake of 9/11: freedom was sacrificed to 
illusory and ill-defined security and “fami- 
ly values.” As US soldiers fought to liberate 
Iraqis from totalitarian government and to 
ward off theocratic rule, the Bush adminis- 
tration sought to redefine what it means to 
live in a free society — and it wasn’t pretty. 
As the year wore on, news of the adminis- 
tration’s gross abuse of the Patriot Act was 
joined by revelations of secret torture over- 
seas and unfettered surveillance of Ameri- 
can citizens at home. Federal prosecutors 
in the Bay State followed suit, harassing 
officials such as Suffolk County sheriff An- 
drea Cabral (See “Cabral’s Sharp Aim,” News 
and Features, December 16) and citizens 
alike, and undermining the people’s politi- 
cal will by meting out the death penalty in 
federal court despite its ban under state law. 

In the midst of all this, Congress erupted 
into partisan — and ultimately, misdirected 
— clashes over vacancies on the Supreme 
Court; detained terror suspects languished 
uncharged for another year; and Massa- 
chusetts’s “family values” proponents 
charged ahead with attempts to ban same- 
sex Marriages. 


THE SUPREME TEST 

For the first time in 11 years, seats on the 
US Supreme Court opened up — two of 
them. Hysterical debate and media cover- 
age ensued, with most vetters’ concerned 
only with how nominees would vote on a 
single issue: abortion. The three nominees 
to date — John Roberts (now chief justice), 
Harriet Miers (who withdrew), and Samuel 
Alito (who faces Senate confirmation hear- 
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BUSH 


ings in January) — were called everything 
from patron saints of constitutionalism to 
enemies of all things free and decent. The , 
truth — big surprise — was more nuanced 
and complex. 

Among the chief casualties of this parti- 
san bickering was substantive discussion of 
the most important issue facing the 
Supreme Court for the foreseeable future: 
the administration’s claim to virtually un- 
limited executive authority to protect na- 
tional security, Overweening presidential 
power — whether arguably conferred by 
statute or seized as “inherent” to the au- 
thority of the commander-in-chief — has 
enabled the government to snoop into our 
private lives and to detain citizens and 
noncitizens alike, all while invoking secrecy 
to shield itself from criticism. More con- 
cermed with being labeled “soft on terror- 
ism” than with upholding the Constitu- 
tion, members of Congress failed to take on 
the national-security establishment. The 
possible exception was Arizona Republican 
senator John McCain, who at the 11th hour 
exercised some of his moral authority as a 
former POW to force the administration to 
back down on torture. Still, the Bush ad- 
ministration — with Vice-President Dick 
Cheney snarling the most loudly — put up 
fierce resistance. As Freedom Watch argued 
in 2004, the legally absurd “torture memos” 
authored by Bush’s chief counsel Alberto 
Gonzales and his staff expanded the presi- 
dent’s power to authorize “extraordinary” 
measures in order to provide an “advice of 
legal counsel” defense in the event criminal 
charges were someday brought. That’s why 
the White House spent the last few weeks of 


FACEDOWN It wasn't until Senator john McCain (right) finally flexed his moral authority 
as a former POW that Bush loosened his grip on the power to authorize torture. 


the year bargaining — ultimately unsuc- 
cessfully — with Senator McCain. 

Meanwhile, the practice of “extraordi- 
nary rendition,” through which our gov- 
ernment ships detainees to foreign security 
services that have no qualms about inflict- 
ing extreme pain, permanent injury, and 
even death, continues despite evidence 
that torture often produces false informa- 
tion, In fact, we are now learning that false 
claims extractéd through torture may have 
accounted for some of the “intelligence” 
that led to the rush into war in Iraq. 

So why have President Bush’s sweeping 
claims of executive power elicited so little 
debate during the Supreme Court nomina- 
tions? It helped that Bush dropped the idea 
of nominating Gonzales; better to just hand 
him the helm of the Justice Department 
and move down the list. But it’s also true 
that growing evidence demonstrates that 
Americans turn a blind eye to torture 
inflicted by their government if it is done 
under a cloak of secrecy — which is all the 
more reason Congress should demand that 
nominees to our highest court articulate 
their views on Bush’s power grab. 

Of course, it doesn’t nurture the cli- 
mate of debate that the administration’s 
tactics for dealing with its increasingly un- 
successful and unpopular methods in the 
“war on terror” are improved versions of 
old standbys: maintain secrecy and shoot 
the messenger. Consider the response to 
Dana Priest’s November report in the 
Washington Post that the CIA has been hid- 
ing, and likely torturing, captives in secret 
prisons scattered among friendly security 
agencies in Eastern Europe and elsewhere. 
Rather than target the actual gulags, the 
president and his congressional allies 
called for an investigation into how the 
existence of the gulags was made public. 
Weeks went by before some in Congress 
called for more oversight for the CIA-oper- 
ated facilities. (Were Richard Nixon or Bill 
Clinton president, the calls for impeach- 
ment would have been deafening.) 

And just last week, the New York Times re- 
ported that the White House has for nearly 
four years allowed the National Security 
Agency (NSA) — whose mandate is strictly 
limited to foreign-intelligence gathering — 
to eavesdrop, without obtaining a court 
warrant, on US citizens at home. This is an 
astounding departure from settled law un- 
der every president since Harry Truman, 
who signed the NSA into law in 1952. 

Bush’s claims of executive authority to 
detain anyone without court review were 
seemingly rebuffed by the Supreme Court 
in the summer of 2004. At that time, the 
justices expressed concern over claims of 
presidential supremacy and insisted on a 
watered-down type of “enemy combatant” 
hearing, the precise nature of which was 
left to the president to determine. But so 
far, the high court’s attempt to rein in Bush 
has been more theoretical than practical. 
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THE WEEK IN MUSIC AND OTHER AUDIBLE TREATS 


FREE STUFF 


ROCK ’N ROLL HOLIDAY PARTY WITH ANGELLE WOOD, BRETT MILANO, BOB 
WILSON, MIKE BYRNE, RAY NEADES, KARA JEANE & more TBA | December 22 at the 
Abbey Lounge, Somerville | 8 pm | 617.441.9631 | JEFF ROOT & THE BONGO POETS | 
December 23 at the Middle East corner, Cambridge | 10:45 pm | 617.864.EAST | “SOUL 
LOW” WITH SWATI | December 28 at Lizard Lounge, Cambridge | 8 pm | 617.547.0759 | 
WILLIE SORDILLO TRIO | December 29 at Old South Church, Boston | 6 pm | 617.425.5159 


THURSDAY 22 


HOLIDAY PARTIES 

Alert The Colbert Report: P.A.’s 
Lounge has tossed a hand 
grenade in the War on 
Christmas! Tonight, every- 
one’s favorite Union Square 
rock dive throws its very own 
“X-Mas party” with pop- 
punk dudes the PILOT LIGHT 
and SCUBA, an indie-pop 
foursome who spell the word 
“licks” the porn way (“Fish 
with Some Lixxx”) and sing 
about sweat in Massachu- 
setts’s armpit (“Worcester 
Rain”). Careful granting 
those interview requests, 
kids: Hell hath no fury like a 
scornful former Daily Show 
correspondent. With the 
GONDOLIERS and GREG LYON 
AND E.R. | 345 Somerville Ave, 
Somerville | 8:30 pm | 21-plus 
| $10 | 617.776.1557. 

Over at the Abbey Lounge, 
they’ve invited some of their 
favorite regulars to man the 
decks. ANGELLE WOOD, Phoenix 
writer and garage-rock expert 
BRETT MILANO, BOB WILSON 
of the Konks, MIKE BYRNE, 
RAY NEADES, KARA JEANE, 
and at least a few other sur- 
prise guests will be on hand 
to play their favorite records. 
And we do mean records. 
Expect a lot of great 
scratchy vinyl | 3 Beacon St, 
Somerville | 617.441.9631. 


Dj 

In the last few months, dub/ 
club Dj MAKKO (a/k/a Oliver 
Mak) has landed some hot- 
shit slots: opening for 
broom-banging grime girl La- 
dy Sovereign, record blend- 
ing for Puma-sponsored 
“Beats and Treats” parties, 
and frothing up the crowd for 
former A Tribe Called Quest 
holy man Ali Shaheed Mo- 
hammed. Tonight Mak’s 
back behind the decks at 
Enormous Room, 567 Mass 


Ave, Cambridge | 10 pm | $3| 
21-plus | 617.491.5550. 


AMERICANA 

BROWN BIRD began in 2002 as 
a solo distraction for guitar 
plucker David Lamb, who at 
the time was jobless and liv- 
ing in Seattle. But after Lamb 
returned to the East Coast and 
reconnected with two old band 
mates, Brown Bird became an 
Iron & Winey threesome, a 
whispery trio who make wist- 


Doomriders 


ire 


FRIDAY | We've written voluminously about CAVE IN, who 
finish their tour at the Middle East downstairs tonight, so we 
opted to write instead about opening act DOOMRIDERS, the 
brain-bludgeoning side project of Converge guitarist Nate 
Newton. But try as we might, we couldn’t top the self- 
penned bio from their M page. So here ’tis: “Formed in 
the polar caverns of antarctica Doomriders have honed their 
genius into a pure and concentrated laser that can shoot 
Tight out of their eyes. As their radioactive mental waves 
prowess these other wordy beings oss. They can aso ps 
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ful folk songs for contempla 
tive drinkers, insomniac read 
ers, and starlight dreamers. 
Request “A Few More Drinks” 
tonight when they’re at ZuZu, 
474 Mass Ave, Cambridge | 10 
pm | 617.864.3278 x 237. 


FRIDAY 23 


ROCK 
Christmas time is here. Hap- 
piness and cheer. Fun for all 
that rockers call their fa- 
vorite time of year. It also 
happens to be T.T. the Bear’s 
booker Randi Millman’s 
birthday — and she doesn’t 
skimp on the presents. Cele- 
brate with a full-to-bursting 
slate of 15-minute sets from 
the POPGUN SEVEN, DOWN- 
BEAT S, the BEATINGS, AD- 
FRANK, the DENTS, KEVIN 
STEVENSON, ANDREA GILLIS, 
CORIN ASHLEY, PAULA 
KELLEY, CHRIS COLBOURN & 
HILKEN MANCINI, DREW 0’DO- 
. to the 
And all on that 
We suppose 
f“Do They 


npractical? 
Bear’s Place, 10 Brookline St, 
Cambridge | 617.492. BEAR. 


LATIN 

No wallflowers please: it’s 
“LATIN NIGHT WITH GIAN CAR- 
LO BUSCAGLIA” at ZuZu, and 
as anyone who's ever looked 
in the window on his or her 
way between upstairs and 
downstairs at the Middle East 
knows, it gets hot, sweaty, 
and crowded with dancers 
every Friday when Buscaglia 
and his mostly acoustic band 
get rolling. Not a bad way to 
work off a few calories before 
the night before Christmas | 
474 Mass Ave, Cambridge | 
617.864. EAST. 


FUNK 

Named for the lock-up where 
James Brown was incarcerated 
as a teenager, ALTO REFORM 
SCHOOL is a nine-piece band 
fronted by three female vocai- 
ists and with veteran Boston 
horn man Ken Field in the 
brass section and a superb 
taste in '6o0s and '7os funk 
(lesser-known Ike & Tina, the 
Commodores, the Meters, 
Eddie Floyd). They try to get 
everyone up offa that thang 
Continued on p 4 




































































































































































































































Tegan 
and Sara 


Continued from p 3 
at Johnny D’s, 17 Holland St, 
Somerville | 617.776.2004 


SATURDAY 24 


DANCE 

With all else shuttered, the 
Milky Way Lounge & Lanes is 
willing to take you in for its 
MANGO’S DANCE CLUB CHRIST- 
MAS EVE PARTY, which in 
cludes free snacks. The DJ 
mix is heavily salsa-flavored, 
so be ready to move | 403-405 
Centre St, Jamaica Plain | 
617.524.3740. 


SUNDAY 25 


MERRY XMAS, BABY 
Your only choices are to hang 
in the home, take a frigid 
nature walk, or go out for 
Chinese food and take ina 
movie, the latter of which 
are plentiful and described 
in detail in our Arts + Enter- 
tainment section. 


MONDAY 26 


ROCK 

Local rhythm-and-noise boys 
KEYS TO THE STREETS OF FEAR 
have a necktie fetish, 
Schlitz-can lights strung 
across their practice space, 
and more deliberate distor- 
tion than a Pentagon-funded 
Iraqi newspaper. Boston’s 
best caped-and-shirtless 
garage stompers TUNNEL OF 
LOVE have Amanda Palmer’s 
black-and-white-striped 
hose, twinkly Christmas 
lights wrapped around their 
amps, and more kinds of 
hair pie on record than a 
King Kong family bake-off. 
Tonight, both will help you 
shake the no-more-presents- 
left-blues with a post-Christ- 
mas gig of leftover eggnog 
and sugar cookies (or so 
KttSoF promise) with 
MICHAEL TARBOX at Charlie’s 
Kitchen, 10 Eliot Street, 
Cambridge | $5 | 18-plus | 
617.492.9646. 


FOLK 

Yeah, yeah. . . singer-song- 
writers are a dime a dozen. 
But FRANK MOREY, a local 





























guy who’s gotten a whole 
lot of national attention, 
seems to have something 
special going for him. Call it 
the blues. Or, more accu 
rately, a grounding in the 
pre-electric blooze that’s in- 
spired the likes of Dylan 
Add a little Tom Waits grit 
and you have the basic in 
gredient for Morey’s The Del 
mark Sessions with Scott Pitman & 
Joe Farina. With or without 
his backing band, he’ll be 
holding court at ZuZu, 474 
Mass Ave, Cambridge | 
617.864.EAST. 










TUESDAY 27 


POP 
We do our best not to pro- 
mote holiday music albums 
because by this time of year 
we're all pretty sick of them. 
But Guster’s Adam Gardner 
has come up with an amus- 
ing one-trick pony called the 
LEEVEES, a band he’s written 
a bunch of Jewish holiday- 
themed pop tunes for in- 
cluding “Latke Clan,” “Goy- 
im Friends,” and the some- 
what tragic “Gelt Melts.” 
They can be found on the 
LeeVees’ Reprise debut, 
Hanukkah Rocks. Gardner 
brings the LeeVees to the 
Paradise tonight for a big ol’ 
Hanukkah party | 967 Comm 
Ave, Boston | 617.228.6000. 


BLUES 

PAUL RISHELL & ANNIE 
RAINES’s most recent al- 
bum, Goin’ Home (Tone- 
Cool), has some primal elec- 
tric funk that’s so hot it’d 
make James Brown's 
process melt. So why has 
the Blues Foundation’s 
Handy Awards committee 
just nominated it for 
Acoustic Album of the Year 
and tagged Paul and Annie 
with an Acoustic Blues 
Artists of the Year nod? 
Well, delicately rendered 
versions of the spiritual “I 
Had a Good Mother and Fa- 
ther” and “Some of These 
Days” qualify as some of the 
most heartfelt acoustic 
blues recorded since the 
days of the music’s inven- 
tors. Hear both sides of 
their music when they 
make a rare local appear- 
ance at Johnny D’s, 17 Hol- 
land St, Somerville | 
617.776.2004. 


HOT TIX 































































MONDAY | Perhaps the strangest musical 
success story of the year is MATISYAHU 
(born Matthew Miller in West Chester, 
Pennsylvania, on the fifth of Tamuz, 5470 
by the Jewish calendar), a full-on Hassidic 
scholar whose love for reggae music has 
blossomed into a very unlikely career. His 
Live at Stubb’s is basically straight-up reggae 
mixes by a guy schooled in cantorial 
singing: it got picked up by Sony and 

has been selling steadily since its August 
release, Eventually someone was going to 
notice the similarity between dreds and 
peyos. Happy Hanukkah, y’all. That’s with 
PIGEON JOHN, and sponsored by WFENX 
101.7, at the Paradise, 967 Comm Ave, 
Boston | 617.228.6000. 


this evening — and it is 
such a beautiful drive this 
time of year — you can find 
the reunited BLACK 
CROWES, who never seemed 
all that broken up to begin 
with, bringing their blooze- 


rock thing to the Hippo- 
drome. They’ve even gota 
Christmas song that they 
recorded for download only 
— just to get into the spirit 
of things — to add to their 
usual set list | 1700 Main St, 


WEDNESDAY 28 


ROCK 
If you’re willing to make 
the drive out to Springfield 


PAUL SIMON, HERBIE HANCOCK, GARY BURTON | january 28 at the Palladium, Worcester | 
$48-$98 | on sale Thursday, December 22 at 10 am | 800.447.7400 | SILVER JEWS | March 19 
at the Middle East, Cambridge | $15 | on sale Thursday December 22 at 10 am | 617.931.2000 
| SMOKING POPES, BAYSIDE | March 6 at the Middle East, Cambridge | $12 | on sale Friday 
at 10 am | 617.931.2000 | CAKE, TEGAN AND SARA, GOGOL BORDELLO, EUGENE MIRMAN | 
January 19 at the Palladium, Worcester | $32.50 | 800.477.6849 | WU-TANG CLAN | February 
8 at the Palladium, Worcester | $39.50 | 800.477.6849 | NOFX, LAWRENCE ARMS, LOVED 
ONES | March 3 at the Palladium, Worcester | $20 | 800.477.6849 








Springfield | 6:30 pm | $35 | 
617.931.2000. 


PUNK 

Fred Mascherino of Taking 
Back Sunday isn’t taking the 
holidays off, but he is taking 
a break from his regular gig 
to tour with his side project 
the COLOR FRED. They’re on 
the road with OWEN, anoth 
er band who started as 
something of a Joan of Arc 
side project for Mike Kinsell 
and have now grown into a 
full-time job. They’re with 
ANTHONY GREEN at the Inter 
national Community 
Church, 557 Cambridge St, 
Allston | 6 pm | all ages | 
617.931.2000. 










THURSDAY 23 


POSTCORE 

In the hope of ending the year 
by coining a new term that 
can replace “emo” in 2006, 
we've opted for “postcore” to 
describe CODETTA, a local trio 
who eared their headliner 
status this year by releasing a 
passionate, guitar-driven 
full-length, Fake the Golden Age 
(Surreal), adding a muscular 
drummer, and just playing, 
playing, playing. They’re 
joined by the like-minded 
NEVER ONLY ONCE, Vermont’s 
AFFINITY FOR NOTHING, and 
the promising local indie 
foursome SILENT SERVICE. Not 
bad for late December. That’s 
at T.T. the Bear’s Place, 10 
Brookline St, Cambridge | 
617.492. BEAR. 


REUNION 

Everybody’s home for the 
holidays, and with reunion 
fever in the air, we figured 
we'd see something like 
this . . . the original VOL- 
CANO SUNS, a trio who 
helped put Boston on the 
post-punk map by picking 
up where Missicn of Burma 
left off (and with MoB 
drummer Peter Prescott to 
boot), are all back in town 
and set to play their first gig 
in well more than a decade 
upstairs at the Middle East 
with another reunited 
band, the mighty KUDGEL. 
NEPTUNE, who will have to 
break up before they can 
play a real reunion show, 
open the night | 472 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge | 

617.864. EAST. 
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Original songs about 
Hanukkah- not traditional or 
comedic, but light-hearted, 
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MILES OAVIS 


we ($74.99 6 cos The LeeVees feature Adam Gardner from Guster 
Sg EY Meee and Dave Schneider from The Zambonis 


Ma witked good fing / 8 


at The 12/25 


Naw Wa ta ke ting / “ 


26 New Newbury St. (617) 236-4930 ’ 26 New .__,. Newbury St. (617) 236-4930 
England Government Ctr. (617) 248-9992 4 wal England Boston fecmnual Gis. tua7) aaa 
Locations: oncige Harvard: Square (647) 491-0337 Locations! — Gainange Harvard Square (617) 491-0337 
Fresh Pond-Alewife(617) 491-7711 Fresh Pond-Alewife (617) 491-7711 





B THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


1_DANE COOK, RETALIATION [Comedy Central] 
2_BANE COOK, HARMFUL IF 
SWALLOWED [Comedy Central] 
3_LOREN & WALLY, 
BEST OF LOREN o WALLY [WROR] 
4_SUSAN TEDESCHI, HOPE AND DESIRE 
[Verve Forecast] 
5_BRONSON ARROYO, COVERING 
THE BASES [Asylum] 
6_CLAP YOUR HANDS SAY YEAH [self-released] 
7_Z0X, THE WAIT [Armo] 
8_THE PIXIES, WAVE OF MUTILATION: 
THE BEST OF THE PIXIES [4AD] 
3_DROPKICK MURPHYS, 
THE WARRIOR'S CODE [Hellcat] 
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Boston beatdown 


THE YEAR BOSTRONICA GREW UP 


Mark 2005 as the coming-out celebration for 
the Boston underground. Boston techno — 
long seen as an anomaly and a bit of a joke — came 
to party on the international scene. The Boston 
bounce crew developed its own following too. Hell, 
the newspaper you are now reading even capitulated 
space to a Dj. From bedroom laptops to 
multifaceted collectives to mash-ups, 
this was the year Bostronica grew up. 
@ WE ARE THE WORLD | Boston expats 
continued to represent on a world- 
wide stage. From his digs in Spain, 
MassArt/Toneburst alum DJ/Rupture 
(né Jace Clayton) toured the world on 
the back of his late-2004 release Special Gunpowder, 
and his latest mix CD, Low IncomeTomorrowland, drew 
raves. Meanwhile, Boston University grad Mike 
Ladd can regularly be seen performing in France; 
his latest, Father Devine, landed an 8.4 on Pitchfork 
and was deemed “a touch twisted” by British store 
Boomkat. The techno contingent held it down too, 
as old Boston boy Stewart Walker settled into Berlin 
and restarted his Persona Records imprint, putting 
out high-quality releases from Touane and his own 
indie-pop project Bring Back the Buffalo. 
© Dj RNDM | Litigated against by copyright holders 
and derided by purists as a novelty genre, mash-up 
is a modem collage art, and its showing this year 
suggests it’ll be sticking around — especially with 
guys like DJ RNDM on the case. Boston’s live-mashing 
master put out This Is RNDM and took his case to the 
people at his Special Blends Friday at the Independent. 
@® NON-EVENT | From the Norwegian noise duo 
Fe-Mail to P.A.’s Lounge to the structural ambient 
sounds of Montreal’s Tim Hecker to MassArt, there 
was little that this three-headed promotional 
team could not plug in 2005. They brought a world 
of experimental music — electronic, spasmodic, 
micronic — into every venue that would have them. 
® BOY IN STATIC | Boston reached out to the world, 
too. Allston native Alex Chen recorded his Boy in 
Static project in his bedroom, released it via Ger- 
many’s Alien Transistor records, and toured the 
world with his label bosses as the support act for 
the Notwist/Themselves side project 13 & God. 
© CERTAINLY, SIR | Like Boy in Static, C,S had to go 
overseas to get a record deal. Even with Ben Gib- 
bard guesting, their new TAN was released only in 
Japan, but with a sound so modern — bouncy and 
minimal on one song, layered in synths on others 
— you can’t help wondering why domestic labels 
aren’t tripping over one another to put it out. 
® KOOKY SCIENTIST | A good many German DJs 
learned, or relearned, the name of Fred Giannelli, 
Boston’s claim to the techno timeline. On any level, 
the Kooky Scientist had a tremendous year, from 
playing London’s renowned Fabric club to seeing 
his single “Mosquito Bytes” land on top of the charts 
at venerable techno site and magazine Groove.de. 
@ Dj KON | Juggling venues and styles, this eclectic 
DJ rose to the top with long sets and longer lines 
on a multitude of Saturdays at Middlesex Lounge 


BY DAVID 


CIRCUITS 


while also holding hip-hop court Thursdays at 
Aria on Tremont Street. 

@ EDAN | You’ll see a lot of Edan on the “Best Of” 
lists this month, and with good reason: his Beauty 
and the Beat drew kudos everywhere from Vice and 
the Washington Post to Mojo and the London Times. 
“Humble Magnificent,” my ass. 

@ BEAT RESEARCH | These DJ scholars 
held down a Monday-night residency at 
Enormous Room and launched a label of 
DAY the same name while drawing an inter- 
national following, as DJ C, a/k/a Jake 
Trussell, had his Boston-bounce remix 
of M.1.A.’s““URAQT” picked up for 
official XL release. “For me, 2005 was also the year 
of the blog,” says Trussell, who launched riddim- 
method.net with a crew that included Flack and 
Wayne&Wakx. “I still can’t decide whether blogs are 
a horrible time sink or a wonderful educational/ 
communication tool. I suppose they’re a bit of both.” 
@ UNLOCKED GROOVE | From parties at the Phoenix 


Landing to drum circles in JP to all-nighters at 
sixth-floor lofts in Chinatown, the members of 
this record label/collective showed what the Hub 


< 


is capable of. Their distinctive take on techno and 


dub — sleek, minimal, and melodic — began to 
leak out on wax this year and was designated 


i 


“Tip!” by the tiber-hip techno label Kompakt. © 


David Day spins Thursdays at Middlesex Lounge and 


Fridays at Enormous Room | circuits@squar3.com. 


Stand-up guy 


HOW EUGENE MIRMAN SPENT HIS CHRISTMAS VACATION 


Eugene Mirman got together with a 
few musician friends at P.A.'s Lounge 
last Friday to celebrate the holidays and to 
hear some “great rock 
and roll,” as the former 
Somerville resident said 
near the end of his very 
short first set. In the past 
few years, he’s toured 
with Modest Mouse, the 
S 5, and the Hold 
Steady, and he has a two 


album in the works 


imself sharing a stage 
with a trio of bands representing Total Gay 
lord Records, a label so tiny that, according to 
TGR head Don Shumai (also guitarist/vocalist 
for the Boston-based band Shumai, and a 
friend of Mirman’s), it was created “when it 
became painfully obvious not even the 


BY IAN SANDS 


smallest labels were interested in us.” 
Sandwiched among the sets by Shumai, 
Vermont's Colin Clary and the Magogs, and 
New York's Metric Mile 
(who with their keyboard- 
heavy electro-derived pop 
elicited the most vigorous 
head nodding of the 
three), Mirman offered 
frustratingly brief bits of 
stand-up as well as 
snatches of homemade 
videos from his Web site 
(www.eugenemirman.com) 
Poking fun at the situa 
tion he found himself in 


he introduced his own act (“Ladies and gentle- 


man, Eugene Mirman!”) with mock reverence 
before launching into a story about his recent 
trip to Edinburgh (“You can get swords and 
shit, everywhere you go there's just tons of 
stuff for fighting dragons”) 


10_LIGHTNING BOLT, 
HYPERMAGIC MOUNTAIN [Load] 


LIVING COLOUR December 14 at the Paradise. 


It's easy to see why Mirman spends so much 
of his time performing at indie-pop-friendly clubs 
like PA’s. Attempting to suppress fits of laugh- 
ter by burying their heads in their neighbors 
shoulders, the sweater-vested folks seemed 
tailor-made for his brand of alt-humor. They 
even stuck with him during an imagined Playgirl 
quiz that devolved into cum and boner jokes — 
which begs the question, aren't twee-popsters 
really just as perverted as the rest of us? 

One heckler interrupted the second set by 
chanting for more boners, but the horny devil 
had to settle for a story about a friend of Mir 
man's who hung out with a stranger for the day 
and a corresponding video in which Mirman 
ticks off absurd factoids about Canada (“If you 
were to line everyone in Canada up on each 
other's shoulders, they would reach the moon 
and back bit would have been familiar to 
anyone keepi ip with his Village Voice blog 

Hello I'm Eugene,” but that didn’t keep those 
who'd already seen it from busting a gut. Like a 
band's live act, a comic's stand-up performance 
is less about substance than it is about delivery 
the mark of excellence is being able to score 
laughs the second time around. © 


lan Sands | isands@phx.com 
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THE YEAR IN 
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Boston’s 10 bes 


From Apollo's sunshine to tunnels of Love 


t was such a great year for local pop that 
we employed close to a dozen writers to 
keep their fingers on the proverbial 
pulse. From Mash Ave DJ nights toa 
bunch of new bands joining Dropkick 
Murphys on the Warped Tour, it was hard 
to find an area where Boston wasn’t mak- 
ing waves. And aren’t those guys in Clap 
Your Hands Say Yeah from Boston? We’re al- 
most sure we saw one of them fronting the 
Guns N’ Roses cover band Mr. Brownstone. . . 
But we had more than enough to choose 
from without them, especially now that 
Mobius Band, whose The Loving Sounds of Static 
(Chostly) would have been a shoo-in, have 
relocated to Brooklyn. So here they are, in 
alphabetical order: 10 of the best CDs that 
came out of the local scene in 2005. 


@ APOLLO SUNSHINE 

APOLLO SUNSHINE | Heavy Rotation/spinART 
Back before their September 9 CD-release 
show downstairs at the Middle East, 
Jonathan Perry spoke to Apollo Sunshine at 
their rural retreat in Leverett about song- 
writing, adding a new guitarist, playing 
with two drummers, and the involvement 
of the Berklee-student-run Heavy Rotation 
label in Apollo Sunshine. He described the 
disc’s mutating soundscapes, where sinewy 
jazz-rock instrumentals nuzzle up to Apples 
in Stereo candy-coated party favors and pas- 
toral country pop and the faux roadhouse 
shitkicker “Magnolia,” a sour-mash-stomp 
indie update of “Sweet Virginia,” saunters 
into the fuzz-and-scuzz jam-heavy wipeout 
of “Phyliss.” 


@ CERTAINLY, SIR 

TAN | Rallye 

There’s something wrong when a band 
whom the Promise Ring invited along on 
their farewell tour and international DJ phe- 
nom Howie B counts among his faves can’t 
get a domestic record deal. Maybe it’s just 
an indication of how far ahead of the neo- 
new-wave curve programmer Nick “Klaus” 
Hubben, former Wicked Farleys singer-gui- 
tarist Michael Brodeur, and former Vehicle 
Birth drummer Jeff Galusha are with their 
Postal Serviced techno-pop grooves and elec- 
tro-organic hooks. 


@ THE CLICK FIVE 
GREETINGS FROM IMRIE HOUSE | Lava/Atlantic 
As Scott Frampton pointed out when the 
band were in NYC opening for the 
Backstreet Boys and conquering MTV’s TRL 
Live: “The Click Five’s sound, though well- 
scrubbed, has audible links to the Beatles, 
the Beach Boys, and the Cars. They recall a 
time when groups with names like the 
Raspberries and the Sweet poured from 





transistor radios. They 
could even pass for a 
Posies knockoff carved 
out of Ivory soap. Imagine 
a modern-day Monkees 
leading a power-pop 
restoration.” In other 
words, close your eyes 
and ignore the smiling 
suit-and-tied boys on 
stage and the screaming 
teens in the crowd and 
what you actually heard 
were some of the best 
Fountains of Wayne 
hooks since Welcome 
Interstate Managers. 


@ COMPOUND 440R: 
LOCAL COLLECTIONS 
2005 | uv 

It was September when 
Camille Dodero stopped 
by the Somerville ware- 
house/practice space 
known as Compound 
440, and it immediately 
struck her as “an artistic 
incubator for everything 
from U.V. Protection, an 
all-female operatic synth- 
pop trio of faux robots 
who compose make-out 
music for high-school 
science teachers, to Big 
Digits, a pair of white- 
boy rappers in white 
pants who lead house- 
party choruses about pink chocolate and 
dance casinos, to Squids, a grrrlish post- 
punk threesome who're just as happy play- 
ing for high-school students at an outdoor 
shed in Palmer as they are headlining a 
rock club.” Add other local greats like Night 
Rally, Cassette, the Mittens, and Ho-Ag to 
the list and you’ve got the best comp of 
local bands we’ve heard in years. 


© FRANK SMITH 
THINK FARMS | Lonesome Recordings 

Let’s not bother going through the extend- 
ed family tree of band members that even- 
tually led to Frank Smith except to say 
they’re a band, not a guy, and the brain- 
child of Lot Six drummer Aaron Sinclair. 
All similarities end there, as Will Spitz 
discovered when he spoke to Sinclair in 
July. Sinclair had been listening to a lot of 
country-influenced music, especially 
Wilco, and he said he was “trying to find 
my way around the lighter side of things 
after being in a lot of punk bands.” 
Mission accomplished. 


© JULIANA HATFIELD 
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© JULIANA HATFIELD 

MADE IN CHINA | Ye Olde Records 

The past few years have seen Jules hit what 
you might call her second stride as a respected 
artist, thanks to a successful Blake Babies 
reunion, several fine indie albums, an all-grrrl 
side-project called Some Girls, and now one 
of her best discs in years, one she released on 
her own label. Jon Garelick traveled to Martha’s 
Vineyard in August to discover that “Hatfield’s 
melodies, and that voice — girlish, pure, 
defiant — save her from bathos. She’s ‘lived 
to tell,’ as the saying goes. Her sarcastic/ 
ironic sense of humor doesn’t hurt either.” 


@ LOST CITY ANGELS 

BROKEN WORLD | Stay Gold 

Ted Drozdowski visited the LCA boys in 
Camp Street Studios last year, when Broken 
World was first coming together, and noticed 
they’d moved on from being a straight- 
ahead punk band. Good thing he did, 
because the band spent most of 2005 on the 
road and he had to catch up with them on 
the phone in April in El Paso to check in on 
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THE RUDDS 





Ss GET THE FEMULINE HANG ON | self-released 
= Sporting an all-star local line-up c 
z Papas Fritas frontman Tony Goddess on 

» bass, guitarist Brett Rosenberg (whose own 
= Problem released a Top 10 contender in Speed 





former 


Metal from Montreal), and drummer Nathan 
Logus, the Rudds, as Brett Milano suggest- 
ed back in July, are all about frontman John 


Powhida (J-Po to his friends). As Goddess 





said, “We do have a John Powhida 
Appreciation Society here. To me the Rudds 
are a band that can rock as hard as Cheap 
Trick, but there aren’t a lot of rock guys 


who can do the R&B ballads like he can.” 


© THE STAIRS 

ON SLEEP LAB | ATV 

It wasn’t until the evening of their 
farewell gig that we managed to hook up 
with the Stairs, proud sons of Dedham 
with a keen ear for Elephant 6-style hooks 
and a talent for quirky yet tuneful home 
recording — think Neutral Milk Hotel and 
Olivia Tremor Control. Fortunately, 
Hallelujah the Hills have already sprung 
from the ashes of the Stairs. And as gui- 
tarist/songwriter Evan Sicuranza joked, 
“We've got so many songs that we can be 
the Charles Bukowski of rock and roll — 
we'll still be putting out new albums for 
years after we’re gone.” 


TUNNEL OF LOVE 

TUNNEL OF LOVE | ECA 

It’s our bad that it took four albums before 
we noticed the unholy psychobilly racket of 
Tunnel of Love — not to mention those black- 
and-white-striped tights the trio sport. On 
the other hand, it’s only in the past year that 
they’ve moved from art spaces to clubland 
and have become a guitar/drums/vocals trio, 
so it’s now easier for them to break down the 
old wall between band and audience. As Ted 
Drozdowski described their sound back in 
June, “The energy level, sonic distortion, and 
foam-lipped singing tumble out of the speak- 
ers like the second coming of the Tasmanian 
Devil, albeit one who plays drums and gui- 
tars and wears tights while he raves.” 
_Compiled by Matt Ashare 














































































































































































































































































































































MUSIC + CLUBS 





THE YEAR IN 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


National Pop 





he age of multiculturalism has 
come to an end in pop. In its place, 
2005 brought a kind of postmodern 
anything-goes panculturalism, 
with London grime and chopped- 
and-screwed Houston entering the hip-hop 
sweepstakes, an androgynous, NYC-based, 
piano-playing singer-songwriter from Eng- 
land and his band — Antony and the John- 
sons — taking home the Mercury Prize with 
the Amerindie I Am a Bird Now (Secretly Cana- 
dian), Britpop meeting hip-hop in the car- 
toon world of Gorillaz, Jack White’s blooze 
punk expanding to include marimba, anda 
diminutive Sri Lankan MC from London 
named M.I.A. dropping worldly raps that 
put a brand new spin on old school. Oh, and 
even if it is an old story, let’s not forget that 
the crazed mix of metallic riffing and politi- 
cized punk that fuels System of a Down is the 
product of four Armenian guys from LA. 
Sure, there were some who stuck to the 
old formulas. Springsteen was still the 
Boss, the Stones dropped a new disc almost 
as an afterthought as they cranked up their 
trusty touring machine, Madonna went 
back to the disco, and as neo new wave kept 
the ’8os nostalgia factory in business, Beck 
was suddenly Beck again. Staying the 
course wasn’t always the best plan: in the 
wake of the electro-organic experiment of 
Postal Service, another strum-and-sung 
Death Cab for Cutie disc was underwhelm- 
ing — especially when wily Conor Oberst 
was dabbling in neo new wave even as he 
delivered the most affecting Bright Eyes 
songs yet. So though the commercial power 
of Kanye and 50 ensured that pop’s financial 
center of gravity held, there were forces pulling 
from all directions, twisting and turning 
the familiar into the unexpected, remixing 
or simply mashing up cultural signifiers 
until it was impossible to tell who belonged 
to what or, more important, what really be- 
longed to anybody. Here are 10 reasons why 
it was worth listening closely in 2005. 


@ M.I.A. 

ARULAR | XL/Beggars 

The “M” is for Maya and the “A” is for 
Arulpragasam. As for the “I,” weil, it looks 
good, and it’s a subtle reminder that the elec- 
tro-synth-bhangra-meets-Brooklyn-on-the- 
way-to-Jamaica grooves of Arular were all cre- 
ated by M.I.A. on a Roland MC-505. A civil 
war brought her to London, where this tough 
yet alluring MC claimed the city as she appro- 
priated the Clash’s “London Calling.” 
Somewhere, Joe Strummer was smiling. 


@ FIONA APPLE 

EXTRAORDINARY MACHINE | Epic 

Internet leaks helped mobilize a vocal fan 
base who demanded Extraordinary Machine, 


Pancultural 


M.1.A., Houston, grime, and Gorillaz 


® PAUL WALL 


but all signs point to Apple’s making the 
decision to send the Jon Brion pop mixes 
to hip-hop producer Mike Elizondo for 
retooling. Maybe that’s what accords this 
powerful collection of songs its extra 
punch, Either way, it’s a defining disc 
that gave Apple the edge — not just the 
edginess — she’s always needed. 


@ SYSTEM OF A DOWN 
MEZMERIZE/HYPNOTIZE | American/Columbia 
Hip-hop gave Rick Rubin a career, but 
when he applies that production zsthetic 
to hard rock, the results are explosive. 
Not that System of a Down needed help in 
that department. Both Mezmerize and its 
sister album Hypnotize are incendiary calls 
to arms with short fuses and long, wind- 
ing, metallic riffs. There’s more Bad 
Brains than bad-ass here, as four 
Armenians raised in LA raise hell about 
everything from political hypocrisy to the 
size of their cocks. 


@ SLEATER-KINNEY 

THE WOODS | Sub Pop 

You could think of Sleater-Kinney as a 
female answer to System of a Down. 

But that doesn’t do either band justice. 
And though growth within the confines 
of a trio is never easy, guitarists Corin 
Tucker and Carrie Brownstein, with noth- 
ing more than Janet Weiss’s pounding 
drums for support, keep things going for 
11 minutes in “Let’s Call It Love,” an 
almost psychedelic guitar jam that never 
runs out of ideas, then come down to 
earth in “Entertain” to ask, “Where is the 
‘fuck you’?,” a question that certainly 
needed asking in 2005. The answer’s in 
the question: it’s called punk rock, not 
punk pop. 
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© BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 

DEVILS AND DUST | Columbia 

Springsteen’s been around too long to ask 
“Where is the ‘fuck you’?” himself, but he 
can create the kind of characters who 
might. And when times are bad, he always 
seems to rise to the occasion with a disc 
like the mostly acoustic Devils and Dust, 
which matched the quiet desperation of 
1982’s Nebraska in a way that 1995’s The Ghost 
of Tom Joad just couldn’t. The darkness that 
haunts Devils and Dust is almost tangible. 
And when he brought the songs to the 
stage, his sense of modesty and mortality 
— two elements as rare as platinum in rock 
and roll — only added poignancy to songs 
as outstanding in their own way as any- 
thing on The Woods, Mezmerize, or Hypnotize. 


© GORILLAZ 

DEMON DAYS | Virgin 

Behind the clever cartoon cover that adorns 
Demon Days is an album that very nearly 
defines the new panculturalism — and has 
a good time along the way. Blur’s Damon 
Albarn teams with mashmaster DJ Danger 
Mouse and a guest list that includes lumi- 
naries from both sides of the Atlantic (De La 
Soul, Happy Mondays, singer Shaun Ryder) 
for this rules-are-made-to-be-broken 
approach to mixing Britpop, hip-hop, and 
worldly grooves that’s somewhere between 
street-smart and smart-ass. 


@ RUN THE ROAD | vice 

The Streets gave British hip-hop a genuine 
boost, but grime has put it on the map for 
good. Vice catches lightning in a bottle in 
a way that no single-artist grime disc 
(Dizzee Razcal’s, for one) can on the com- 
pilation Run the Road. It showcases Dizzee 
and the young Lady Sovereign in a context 









ound 


that highlights the visceral 
cultural clash of blunted 
dub, electro dancehall, 
and cockney-accented hip- 
hop that’s come to define 
this emerging pancultural 
genre. 


PAUL WALL 
THE PEOPLE'S CHAMP | 
Swishahouse/Atlantic 
Britain had grime; Houston 
had chopped-and-screwed, 
a hip-hop style incubated 
in the city’s urban sprawl 
of Houston and as distinct 
as Dirty South crunk. Mike 
Jones had the bigger hit, 
and Young Jeezy came 
+ close, But it was a white boy, 
= metal-mouthed Paul Wall, 
who best represented what 
scenes like Houston have become — melt- 
ing pots where ethnic lines are as blurred 
as the unsettlingly syrupy beats on a typical 
Wall/Jones/Jeezy track. Get the “Limited 
Edition” two-disc version: its “chopped & 
screwed” bonus disc reveals the real Houston. 


@ LCD SOUNDSYSTEM | oF A/Capitol 
Give the Boston/Providence band Six 
Finger Satellite credit for being ahead of 
their time when they switched from gui- 
tar punk to synth-punk more than a 
decade ago. But the DFA production crew, 
who include LCD Soundsystem’s James 
Murphy (and in the studio his DFA produc- 
tion partner, Tim Goldsworthy), picked up 
where ex-6FS main man Juan Maclean left 
off by turning retro synth electro back on 
itself with a heavy dose of subversive wit, 
out-Daft Punking Daft Punk with “Daft 
Punk Is Playing at My House.” 


SUFJAN STEVENS 
ILLINOIS | Asthmatic Kitty 
The Decemberists, Arcade Fire, Bright Eyes, 
Death Cab for Cutie . . . what happens 
when suddenly indie rock isn’t all that 
underground anymore and a hit teen 
drama, The OC, is central to spreading the 
indie gospel? It’s an upside-down world 
indeed. We’ll give Sufjan the indie nod 
this year, not because Illinois is part of 
some 50-state project that began with 
Greetings from Michigan, or because it’s got 
semi-mystical song titles like “The 
Predatory Wasp of the Palisades Is Out To 
Get Us,” but because somewhere in the 
eclectic sprawl of the album Sufjan actually 
does capture something about the title 
state, and because he’s got a sense of his- 
tory — not just musical history. 

_Matt Ashare 
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ere, in no particular order, are 
some my favorite things from 
among the people, CDs, and 
performances | wrote about 
this year. 


@ ANTHONY BRAXTON 

After a decade’s absence from Boston ven- 
ues, one of jazz’s pathbreaking players and 
composers came to the ICA with his new 
sextet and set our ears abuzz with dense, 
playful music. If you don’t think Braxton 
has a sense of humor, then you’ve never 
seen him wheel his giant contrabass saxo- 
phone up to the mike to blow a furious few 
hundred notes. 


@ ACOUSTIC GUITAR 

The electric six-string has been the guitar 
of choice for decades, but Doug Wamble 
and Boston player Eric Hofbauer have 
championed a new approach to the 
acoustic — aggressive and thick-toned, 
and in this case both with politics in 
mind. On his second album for Rounder, 
Bluestate, Wamble hewed close to blues 
and gospel in his singing and playing. 
Hofbauer’s American Vanity (Creative Nation 
Music) was solo guitar all the way (a self- 
conscious comment on the guitarist’s own 
vanity) and a mix of free improvisations 
and provocative covers, from Dolphy and 
Mingus to A-Ha and Waylon Jennings’s 
theme for The Dukes of Hazzard. 


@ JIM HOBBS 

Guitarist Joe Morris has said of alto- 
saxophonist Hobbs, “He’s as good as any- 
one who’s ever played that instrument.” 
In case you need reminding, players of 
“that instrument” include Johnny 
Hodges, Charlie Parker, and Ornette 
Coleman. It’s not just his technique that 
inspires reverence from his peers but his 
compositional intuition that tends to 
take his solos to places other players can 
only imagine. His Fully Celebrated Or- 
chestra with cornettist Taylor Ho 
Bynum, bassist Timo Shanko, and drum- 
mer Django Carranza released Lapis Exilis 
(Skycap) earlier this year. 


@ PAT METHENY 


THE WAY UP | Nonesuch 

I’ve always favored the Ornette-and-bebop 
Metheny to the Pat Metheny Croup, but 
the PMG’s The Way Up, which he wrote 
with his career-long PMG partner Lyle 
Mays, is an intricately wrought piece that 
sustains itself with barely a repeat over 
the course of its 68 minutes and 10 sec- 
onds. Its scope and variety continually 
freshen the ear. It’s not just great Methe- 
ny but a remarkable achievement in that 
bugaboo of jazz composers everywhere — 
extended form. 
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@ JIM HOBBS 


© PAUL MOTIAN, 

BILL FRISELL, JOE LOVANO 

| HAVE THE ROOM ABOVE HER | ECM 

Lovano and Frisell had their own excellent 
recordings as leaders this year, but this 
might be the most satisfying. The trio’s re- 
lationship goes back decades, and as ab- 
stract as these free-flowing tracks get, 
they never lose their boppish pulse. Credit 
that to Motian — his softest brush-on- 
cymbal stroke could move mountains. 


@© ME’SHELL NDEGEOCELLO 


THE SPIRIT MUSIC OF JAMIA: 

DANCE OF THE INFIDEL | Shanachie 

After years of flirting with pop stardom on 
Madonna’s Maverick label, bassist/vocalist 
NdegéOcello released this mostly instrumen- 
tal CD, her first real jazz album. No, you 
won't find walking bass with swinging ride 
cymbals, but there’s a loose-limbed jazzy ap- 
proach to R&B, a trip-hoppy elegance in the 
electronic effects. At times the session has 
the feel of one of Miles Davis’s ambient early 
electric jams. But the album is too quirky to 
be a cop. NdegéOcello prefers arrangements 
— form — to mere jams. Here and in a crack- 
ling live show at the Paradise she and her 
band made contemporary jazz that deserves 
to be popular. 


?) DAVE DOUGLAS 


@ HOORAY FOR 
HOLLYWOOD 


The great noir explorer Ran Blake 
accompanied some of his favorite movie 
scenes at the Regattabar (solo and with 

a small group) and released a duo record- 
ing with guitarist David “Knife” Fabris, 
Indian Winter (Soul Note) — 23 covers 

and originals, from Ornette’s “Sadness” 
and Weill’s “Speak Low” to Ray Charles’s 
“Hallelujah, I Love Her So.” The 
pianist/composer showed again why he’s 
one of Boston’s best natural resources. 
Dave Douglas brought his latest take on 
electro-jazz-funk into the realm of silent- 
film comedian Roscoe “Fatty” Arbuckle 
with Keystone (Greenleaf Music) and 

his own not-so-silent picture show at 

the R-Bar. 


DANILO PEREZ TRIO 


LIVE AT THE JAZZ SHOWCASE | ArtistShare 
Panamanian-born pianist Pérez came to 
the fore as a masterful fusionist of Latin 
and jazz forms. Working with Wayne 
Shorter and in his superb trio with bassist 
Ben Street and drummer Adam Cruz, he’s 
achieved new freedom. This set shows 
the trio at the top of their game, cohesive 
and unpredictable. 
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NDEGEOCELLO 


1) ANTHONY 
BRAXTON 


@ CHARLES LLOYD 

JUMPING THE CREEK | ECM 

The now-67-year old saxophonist, flutist, 
and composer continued his late-career 
flowering with this quartet date featuring 
pianist Gerri Allen, bassist Robert Hurst, 
and drummer Eric Harland. Lloyd is im- 
bued with Coltrane-liké mysticism and fe- 
rocity and a bebopper’s sense of flow and 
form. When he’s not working up a Trane- 
ish fury, the phrases are tumbling out of 
his horn with rough-hewn spontaneity 
and perfection. He followed up with a 
powerful Saturday closing set at the JVC 
Newport Jazz Festival. 


@@ JOHN STEIN 

INTERPLAY | Azica 

Guitarist Stein took a break from his or- 
gan-funk projects for an album of stan- 
dards (and one original) that shows why — 
for exceptional players — the fount of 
mainstream jazz is inexhaustible. Here it’s 
a true ensemble effort, emphasizing subtle 
ongoing three-way conversation among 
Stein and the popular Boston rhythm team 
of bassist John Lockwood and drummer 
Yoron Israel. Those standards — and jazz 
itself — never sounded more ‘resh. 


oroee lop Latelick , 


ter ee eee ee war 





LuPo> 


79 Washington St., Providence 


WEDS. 2 F i ag ag i } P THE BOSTON & 


APOLLO SUNSHINE 


STILLBORN FEST 


HATEBREED 


ORN ENEMY * DANNY DIABLO 
FULL BLOWN cHaos © SUBZERO * SCURVY ° THE RISK TAKEN 


VLATINE PINK FLOYD TKCBUTE: 4 ALL THE THINGS 


eV OPES OM fy YOUR MAMA 
ce KELLER WILLIAMS ee 


TUES. 


ovo7 The Academy Is... 


‘nae Awe TYE HI 
PANEC! AT THE v3 


ACCEPTANCE 
hellogoodbye 


z=4 'icketmaster.com * 617.931.2000 


You’re not 
the kind of 
person to 
stand around 
the water 
cooler telling 
everyone 
what an 
incredible 
weekend you 
had. 


2 Ultimate 
After Holiday Vacation: «. 
But you A six‘day+five night Windjammer Cruise to the Virgin Islands}: 
could be. 


Register To Win Today At The Corona Extra/Coréno-Light Display. ; 
lThese Stores: ~ 


- Flag Liquors/Roslindole > .# ©” Glendale/Wolham Martignettis/Brighign 
4 's/Jamoica Plain Green River/Waltham Merchants Liquor Mart/Danvers 


~ © -Blanchard’s/West Roxbury Gary's Liquers/West Roxbury Majér Liquors/Danvers, 
eat Blanchard's/Allston s Harripgton Wine- Parkingway/Cembridge 
BOSTO G /Chelmstord Rye 114 Liquors/Peabody sagen 
Brogks i Wine/Boston Powers Liquors/lowell 


Lil Peach/Chelseo Riccis Liquers/Malden - 
. Co r'gf Solem Liquer Cabinet /Burlingion Shop N Save/Dcacut 
com . Dorchester Supreme/Dorchester Shop N Save/Quincy ¥ 
. Drum Hill Liquors/Chelmsiord tiquors/ Vinnin $q. UigbSrs/Swampscott 
THE ARTS & a Gate Liquors/N Reading ; Wollaston Wine/Quincy a, 
ENTERTAINMENT Gate pad en a | Martignettis/Chelsec NE Bev & “aa 
AUTHORITY +, Fidhds Station/Dorchesier ors/h Redemption/N Resding 
HO , "_ Florentine's/Everett cormack " ae? Ss 


ag 
a 


ome ea” aS sap es imported bY the Gambrinus Company? Sam An nic gee 
ef Fie en ‘ - i er os ~~. * ee = ew . 





SAVVY RETRO COOL OR JUST OUT OF DATE? 


™® MARKETERS TEND TO AGREE AS A BUSINESS YOU HAVE A LIMITED WINDOW 
OF OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE AN IMPACT UPON A POTENTIAL CONSUMER OR 
CLIENT. SO IN A WORLD OF EVER GROWING BUSINESS COMPETITION WHY 
WOULD YOU JEOPARDIZE THAT OPPORTUNITY WITH UNIMPRESSIVE DESIGN 
OR A COMPANY LOGO THAT PUTS THE BRAKES ON YOUR POTENTIAL? 


THINK OF IT THIS WAY, IT WOULD BE LIKE PULLING INTO A STATE-OF-THE-ART 
CONCEPT CAR SHOW IN YOUR 1974 AMC GREMLIN! NOT COOL. 


ALPHABET ARM DESIGN 

273 SUMMER STREET, 4™ FLOOR 

BOSTON, MA 02210 
INFO@ALPHABETARM.COM / (617) 451-9990 
ALPHABETARM.COM 


Sting ray Body Art & More | 


One Marvard Ave., Alliston MA 02134 . 617-254-0666 www stingrayhodyart.com 


Hornitos’ Rocks 
the Holidays: 


Sauza® Perfect Margatita 


2 parts Satiza Hornito® Tequila 
7 part triple’set 
me 2. Ps frestily squeezed limes jitic 


on pour inn rock S.glass ‘Vestion nm 


Wilh.a lime wedge 


QTEQUILA 


STUFFa 


en 


Boston's Nighttife 


Restaurants 
by cuisine, 
or by 
location. 


Movies 
by title, 
by theatre, 
or by 
art film, 


Dance by 
“look at 
them 
dance” 
or “look 
at me I’m 
dancing!” 


ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 


PARTY PICS 





Please enjoy 
our products 
responsibly. 


NUESTRO TEQU Ii «4 


so - 









INTERPOL 


NEVVY MUSIC. FIRST, are 


3.31.04 E§Nx is the first radio station in New England to play The Killers first single, Somebody Told Me. 





NIRVANA 


FRANZ FERDINAND 


DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE 






SMASHING PUMPKINS 





MODEST MOUSE 






WHITE STRIPES 


















WEEZER 


THE STROKES - 


It fs Important to fave radio stations bike 


rs 
NX. We cow From Las Vegas uhere ther 
are mo stations that support Up and co 3 
In} bands and Local Music. We had ie 
nowhere to turn when 


out. That's why statio 


take a a on ne 


BECK 
NINE INCH NAILS 


we were starting FAT BOY SLIM 
ms hike FNX that 
‘ W music and new THE BRAVERY 
ands . : 
are such Qa. great thing. ' 
DEPECHE MODE 


_ The Kirlers 1011.7 


BOSTON 


qT Wi 
Pi ; B ial 


IMAGINE WHAT YOU MIGHT HEAR TOMORROW. SOUTHERN NH 













<eeeeeees 





Neva ela(ctelas 





_BY CLEA SIMON 


There’s another Crescent City Con- 

nection. Not the beautiful, arching 
bridge that came to symbolize Hurricane 
Katrina-related atrocities in September, 
when Gretna police chief Arthur Lawson 
forbade stranded New Orleanians from 
crossing over the Mississippi to his suburb. 
This one’s a musical link between memory 
and hope, built by musicians who are 
rushing out benefit CDs to raise funds for 
the beleaguered Gulf States. 

The majority of these build from memo- 
Ty, reviving sounds heard in the clubs and 
streets and stages of JazzFest, mixing brass 
bands and jazz, Mardi Gras Indian chants 
and R&B. Most delve into blues and gospel 
as well, acknowledging pain and evoking 
faith. Rounder’s MusiCares benefit A Cele- 
bration of New Orleans Music draws on the la- 
bel’s archives, a full 74 minutes of live 
recordings by 16 artists. It opens right, with 
the Dirty Dozen Brass Band (from Live: Mardi 
Gras at Montreux) heralding the arrival of the 
band, if not the party. Two minutes of pa- 
rade-ground sounds — sousaphone, snare, 
and the band’s combined whistling — con- 
jure the folk-art magic of New Orleans, 
with its streets full of people, before the sax 
and the brass take over. Classics from Al 
Johnson, Irma Thomas, and Jelly Roll Mor- 


Can Can" as a rousing if refined post-hurricane anthem. 


Stormy surges 


A hearty handful of hurricane-relief CDs 





ton fortify this set. It’s a great and surpris- 
ingly upbeat sampler, even if the closing 
gospel track — Aaron Neville’s zthereal 
tenor weaving around Johnny Adams’s 
earthy soul — brings the celebration back 
to the present. “Never Alone” indeed. 

Nonesuch’s Habitat for Humanity 
fundraiser Our New Orleans offers 63 min- 
utes of 16 artists celebrating survival in 
the wake of Katrina with all new record- 
ings. Allen Toussaint reimagines “Yes 
We Can Can” as a rousing if refined 
post-hurricane anthem. Elsewhere, the 
defiance is blatant: the Wild Magnolias 
work up a ferocious “Herc Jolly John”; 
Irma Thomas reflects directly on the 
tragedy, digging into her earthy lower 
register for Bessie Smith’s “Back Water 
Blues”; and Randy Newman closes the 
disc with an overly reverential take on 
his own de rigueur “Louisiana 1927.” A 
better finale would have been Eddie Bo’s 
solo-piano take on “When the Saints Go 
Marching In”: his frayed voice is the 
sound of resilience. 

Dr. John’s Sippiana Hericane (Blue Note), 
with its proceeds going to the New Or- 
leans Musicians Clinic, the Jazz Foun- 
dation of America, and the Voice of the 
Wetlands, has the cohesion only a sin- 
gle-artist project can achieve. 
It’s a short disc whose focus is 
Dr. John’s “Hurricane Suite,” 
a 25-minute meditation on 
“Wade in the Water.” Dr. John 
riffs on the gospel tune, trad- 
ing solos with his trio ina 
slow, cool jam. At times me- 
andering, at times inspired, 
the “Suite” is marred by 
weak, sentimental rhymes: 
“Home sweet home/We’re 
gonna be back/Twice as 
Strong.” They’re an unintend- 
ed reminder that this New Or- 
leans native hasn’t lived in 
the city for decades. 

A similar distance plagues 
Higher Ground: Hurricane Relief 
Benefit Concert, Blue Note’s doc- 
ument of a September 17 Lin- 
coln Center event for the 
Higher Ground Benefit Relief 
Fund. Like the concert, the 
disc just doesn’t have enough 
New Orleans. James Taylor 
and Norah Jones may bring 
seat-filling star power to the 
table, but why include them 
on a funk- and gospel-touched 
jazz disc? Better by far are 
Wynton Marsalis’s take on Joe 
“King” Oliver’s “Dippermouth 
Blues” and Shirley Caesar’s 
impassioned gospel opener, 
“This Joy.” There’s a founda- 
tion on which New Orleans 
can rebuild. © 
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“Rife with stirring performances, ‘Our New Orleans’ has the soul of the city.” 


Steve Futterman, Washington Post 


“A terrific album. The best of the just-released fund-raising efforts...the song | would 

most heartily recommend as the banner cry of New Orleans musicians and its people is 

Toussaint’s ‘Yes We Can Can.’ Optimistic and energetic...You can sing this song all day 
and all night and you will feel uplifted and happy.” 


Malcolm Jones, Newsweek 


“*Our New Orleans’ plays like their catharsis, a torrent of emotions lending new poignancy 

to their performances. From Buckwheat Zydeco’s impassioned ‘Cryin’ in the Streets’ to the 

eerily prescient lyrics of Randy Newman's, ‘Louisiana 1927, the urgency is undeniable.” 
Tristram Lozaw, Boston Globe 
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He invented the guitar that bears his 
name, and his career has included 


chart-topping hits and a TV series. 





Guitar man 


Les Paul, still going strong at 90 


_BY TED DROZDOWSK!I 


very guitar player I’ve known — 
Jeff Beck, Peter Frampton, Jim- 
my Page, Jimi Hendrix — have 
all played Les Pauls.” That’s six- 
string innovator Les Paul talking 
— and diplomatically ducking the question 
of who’s his favorite torchbearer for the 
model of guitar that bears his name. 

With its distinctive ample curves, horn- 
like below-the-neck cutaway, and corpulent 
tone, the Les Paul guitar, like its skinny 
cousin the Stratocaster, has become an icon- 
ic symbol of rock and roll. And Paul himself, 
who turned 90 on June 9, is an icon among 
guitarists. Along with the late Leo Fender, 
he’s one of the primary architects of the sol- 
id-body guitar, an instrument fashioned for 
ease of playing, high volume, and ringing 
sustained tones, But the polarity-conscious 
two-directional winding of Paul’s humbuck- 
ing magnetic pick-ups, his selection of thick 
and heavy wood, and the seamlessly glued- 
on neck of the early version of his guitar — 
now sold as the Les Paul Standard — gave it 
an edge in dynamics and sustain over Fend- 
er’s initial instruments, and a tone that jazz 
and blues players have also adored for more 
than half a century. 

Paul recalls that he “had to battle [guitar 
maker] Gibson when I first brought it to 
them in the 1940s. They thought it was 
ridiculous to have what they called an iron- 
ing board with a broomstick on it.” But 
when Fender started selling his own early 
Esquire and Broadcaster models, Gibson 
changed its tune, and the rest is history. 

For Paul, that history also includes an ap- 
prenticeship in country music that began in 
the 1930s, years with jazz big bands, solo 
and duet recordings — including chart-top- 
ping hits — and a TV series in the 1950s with 
then-wife Mary Ford, and multi-track 
recording and other studio innovations. It 
leads right on up to the 2005 album American 
Made World Played (Capitol/EMI), which is 
credited to Les Paul and Friends. 

Those who’ve come to love Paul for the 
rich, clean tone and well-chiseled melodies 
in his playing (which can still be heard live 
Monday nights at the Manhattan club Iridi- 
um), to say nothing of his technical 
prowess, won’t find in American Made World 
Played much of the genius behind his signa- 
ture performances of “How High the Moon,” 
“Vaya Con Dios,” “Nola,” and scores of other 
standards and originals that became part of 
the fabric of America in the late 1940s and 
1950s. For that, there’s the new single-CD 
compilation Les Paul with Mary Ford: The Best of 
the Capitol Masters/goth Birthday Edition (Capi- 
tol), a poor man’s primer compared with 
1991’s four-disc Les Paul: The Legend and the 
Legacy (Capitol). 

Although Paul earned his reputation in 
part with flash, American Made World Played is 





crowded with bombast. It’s in the over-the- 
top vocal emoting of Sting coupled with Joss 
Stone on “Sneakin’ Up on You,” and in pig- 
piles like Kenny Wayne Shepherd, Edgar 
Winter, and Noah Hunt stomping listlessly 
through “Rock ’n’ Roll Hoochie Koo” and 
shameless recyclings like “Ain’t That Good 
News” with Jeff Beck and a new backing 
band tattoo’d around the late Sam Cooke’s 
original vocal track. 

The album, the first studio recordings 
bearing Paul’s name since his ’70s sessions 
with Chet Atkins, is a shameless hunk of 
record-company exploitation rather than a 
true tribute to the nonagenarian master. On 
most of the tracks, it’s Paul — not Steve Monday night show at Iridium I caught ear- 
Miller, Journey’s Neal Schon, Eric Clapton, lier this year knows that, despite nasty 
Peter Frampton, Buddy Guy, Keith Richards, arthritis, the man still plays beautifully. 

Joe Perry, or Rick Derringer — who sounds That playing is showcased to best effect 
like a guest. The sin in this is that anyone on Paul’s American Made World Played update of 
who’s heard him since his mid-’80s return one of his favorite tunes, Duke Ellington’s 
to performing at the now-shuttered Fat “Caravan.” It’s all bold melody drenched in 


“to hear the sound that’s in my head.” 


Tuesday’s in New York right up through a 


Les Paul Specials 


i ially prolific in 
itar master was especl 
ne fae and ’50s, but thanks to reissues, a 
of his yast catalogue is Vang Speen his theme 
r. “How High the Moo 
emer he cut it in 1951. Here are some other 


recommendations. 


F PLETE 
LES PAUL: THE TRIO’S com : 
DECCA RECORDINGS (1936- 47) \ Decca/MCA a oleae 


e \ e wa 
ce farthest back pages, when he 
visits Paul's farthest b pag ei cemeed 
rb Red 
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LES PAUL: THE LEGEND AND THE LEGACY | Capitol 
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LES PAUL AND CHET ATKINS, CHI 
This playful 1976 studio session is the union ¢ ' 
t i st with Paul playing the puckish plectrum picker 
fistin t e finger approach that made him the king 
GIstinctive ne 


2d into country music S Dusinic- 


| 
ESTER AND LESTER | RCA 
f the guitar's most distinctive 
and Atkins employing the 
Nashville session play 


f two O 
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ers before he asc 


PRIME MOVER Inventor and innovator Paul (here with Mary Ford) says he still craves 


Paul’s own sonic treatments: digital delay, a 
high-singing fuzzbox, and the harmonizing 
effects he’s used since the 1950s. 

Paul says the disc’s direction is the work 
of his “friends.” “Really I knew about 99 per- 
cent of them. I let them pick what they 
wanted to do and how they wanted to do it, 
and we took it from there.” 

His regular Iridium shows also feature 
guests from an A-list that includes Paul 
McCartney, Mark Knopfler, and Jimmy 
Page. “I can’t wait until Mondays to get 
down to the club and play. I love to play 
and still can’t get enough of it. I’m much 
different from a plumber who quits at 5 
pm. I love to jam, and I’m tinkering all the 
time. It’s just great to be at 90 and be privi- 
leged to be able to perform. At home today 
I was refurnishing the soundboard and set- 
ting up a digital system in my studio. 
We're transferring all of the radio and tele- 
vision shows Mary and I did to DVD. 
They’re cute and funny, and there’s a lot to 
talk about in the narration.” 

Paul’s own guitars typically have more 
knobs, buttons, and switches than stan- 
dard Les Pauls. “My favorite one is a cus- 
tom-model Gibson built for me. I modified 
all the electronics. I’ve always been look- 
ing for a certain sound. That sound is part 
of who I am. I always crave to hear the 
sound that’s in my head.” 

His arthritis mostly keeps him from 
playing or practicing when he’s not at Irid- 
ium, when the club becomes his play- 
house. “Every Monday night they’re lined 
up around the block, and it wouldn’t be 
that way if we weren't entertaining the 
customers. What we do changes week to 
week, I never tell my band what I’m gonna 
do, because if it becomes a routine, it 
could get boring. This way they’re always 
listening. At the end of a song, I might 
break directly into another one, or start a 
tune I’ve never done before, and this 
makes life interesting for all of us on 
stage. And the crowd gets to see this little 
cat-and-mouse game I play with the musi- 
cians. When you get to be my age, keeping 
it interesting is important. It keeps you 
waking up in the morning.” © 
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LIVE 


®@®@® GREEN DAY | BULLET INA 
BIBLE | REPRISE | After a year 
that’s seen a reinvigorated Green 
Day ride one of the more relevant 
punk-pop albums in years all the 
way to the top of the charts and 
then follow it up with an ambi 
tious long-form video for “Jesus of 
Suburbia,” a live disc — actually a 
two-disc live set with a CD and a 
DVD — seems almost superfluous 
“American Idiot” may be an an 
them for our times, but do we really 
need a live version already? Well, 
leave it to Billie Joe to defy expecta 
tions and give Bullet in a Bible its own 
relevance by recording it in Eng- 
land. That's right, you've got a 
Crammy-winning Rolling Stone cover 
boy growling “Don’t wanna be an 
American idiot” in front of a roar 
ing crowd of kids whose country 

got dragged into the same Iraq war 
that nobody — particularly the 
Brits — has much love for and t 
riling them up to a fevered pitch 
with cries of “C’mon England 

I want you to sing so loud that 
every single redneck in America 
hears you.” The CD works through 
the bristling “Jesus of Suburbia” 
suite (“This song is dedicate 
everyone who took the train 
tonight”) before delving back into 
old gems like “Longview” and “Bas 
ketcase.” The DVD offers an oppor 
tunity to hear the trio discuss tour 
ing, the thinking behind some of 
the more controversial tracks on 
American Idiot, and the title of the 
new disc. (They’re shown an 
actual Bible with a bullet in it ona 
taped visit to London's Imperial 
War Museum.) Billie’s no Bono 
not yet, anyway — but as an 
American emissary of sorts, 

he’s found his own platform and 
agenda. 













Matt Ashare 


NO BONO But Green Day advance their agenda well on Bullet in a Bible. 


BOX SET 


>} ®® THE COMPLETE VERVE 
REMIXED | VERVE | As with nearly 
everything involving jazz and young 
people, the three volumes of the 
Verve Remixed series — in which hip 
international beatmakers are invited 
to have their way with material from 
the jazz giant's vault — invite suspi- 
cion: is this a respectful continua- 
tion of the old-timers’ creative mojo 
or a cynical catalogue repackaging 
for Urban Outfitters shoppers? But 
when there are grooves as intermit- 
tently appealing as the ones com- 
piled here, who cares? This four-CD 
box set features the three original 
Remixed discs plus another of previ- 
ously unreleased cuts and music 
videos. The chances of your listening 
to the box all the way through in. 
crease dramatically if you work at Ur 
ban Outfitters, of course; only peo- 
ple who unlock fitting-room doors 
300 times a day need this much exot 
percussion in their lives. But spin 





Ds at random and pleasant sur 
prises keep presenting themselves 
Rae & Christian funking up Dinah 
m with a cowbell; Masters 


ig Nina S' 











1an” into 10 
te chaos; Brazil 
iding the party girl inside Blossom 
Dearie. Of the new stuff, savor the 
mux of Walt 
by M.1.A.’s DJ Diplo. It’s 
saity, trashy fun — no more, no less 
Mikael Wood 
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REISSUES 


® JOHN LENNON | SOMETIME IN 
NEW YORK CITY | CAPITOL | Some- 
time in New York City is the one album 
this Lennon-phile has avoided, 
mostly because of the bad rap the 
1972 album has gotten down the 























years as a weak and wrong-headed 
collection of agitprop protest tunes, 
but also because the few songs I've 


heard from it — “Woman Is the Nig- 
ger of the World,” “New York City,” 
“John Sinclair” — suck. Listening to 
the entirety of this remastered reis- 
sue is a painful experience. Not on- 
ly is the production muddled (and 
Yoko Ono’s new remix doesn’t add 
much), but the performances are 
unfocused, the sentiments addle- 
pated, and the politics naive. Sure, 
John (and Yoko, who co-wrote much 
of the album) had his heart in the 
right place: he fervently believed 
that addressing the worldly ills of 
the early 70s in song might make a 
difference, and his commitment to 
ending the Vietnam War was unwa- 
vering. But these tracks — pedan- 
tic, topical, elitist — show thata 
latter-day Dylan he was not. And 
since Sometime was universally 
trashed at the time of its release 
and became his poorest-seller to 
date, the message was lost. Refer to 
the Beatles’ “Revolution” or his own 
sive Peace a Chance” if you need a 
dose of John the Protest Singer. 
Eliot Wilder 





IMPORTS 


})®%© BABYSHAMBLES | DOWN 
IN ALBION | EMI | By the late 1700s, 
fid yion” had become the 
iven to a Creat Britain that 
ould not be trusted. And ex-Liber- 
tine Pete Doherty, for one, loves to 
revel in the treachery on his newest, 
port-only dispatch as Babysham 
The London waster and fre- 
quent tabloid star — famous for 
drug busts and losing his gig in the 
Libertines after two albums — is 
back to chronicling Brit life to the 
tune of jagged, chaotic guitars on 
this, the first proper Babyshambles 
full-length. (Band members joking- 
ly tossed out Dark Side of the Spoon as a 





perfidious 











possible LP title.) In the ballad “Al 
bion,” Doherty’s poetry flows: “Yel- 
lowing classics and canons at dawn, 
Coffee wallahs and pith helmets, 
And an English song.” Girlfriend 
Kate Moss joins him on “La Belle et 
la Bete,” a rockabilly (and autobio 
graphical?) yarn about a “coked-up 
sy.” Mick Jones is li 
ducer, but he mostly 
left the big mess as is. W 
grand, of course. And Jones's touch 
es can be found, from the London Call 
ing sound of “Arebours” to “Fuck For 
ever,” where Doherty gets greedy, 
singing about death and glory 
it’s a shambling mess. But that 
what makes it so bloody 
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2 DO MATISYAHU | LIVE AT 
STUBB’S | OR/JDUB/EPIC | it’s beer 


good year for outsider 


God as oppo 
versions. W 


less pc te an 
Matisyahu's conviction throughout 
Live at Stubb's is his songwriting, which 
tends to blur into one long granola 
skank groove. (He followed Phish 
around on tour before he started per 
forming his own music.) A studio al 
bum he recorded with Bill Laswell is due 
out in January; perhaps Bill inspired 
a more varied palette for Matisyahu's 
devotionals. Mikael Wood 


MATISYAHU + PIGEON JOHN | 
Paradise Rock Club, 967 Comm Ave, 
Boston | Dec 26 | 617.226.6000. 


LOCAL 


®@@ JOE TURNER | BETWEEN 
TWO SECONDS | CAMERA OBSCU- 
RA | He might share a name with 
the great blues shouter, but the roots 
of this Boston-based multi-instru 
mentalist and former Abunai! drum 
mer are firmly in classic psychedelia 
And he’s made one of the coolest in 
dependent albums by a local artist 
this year. The instrumental “Waking 
Dream” immediately pulls you into 
an aural odyssey, as sheets of guitar 
from Bright’s Mark Dwinell), key 
boards, flute, ba 
cussion overlap to create 
ing harmonic color field. L 
Turner can incorporate his son 
sions into pop-song comstruc 
and his laid-back but thoroughly ca 
pable tenor singing makes the most 
of the hooky choruses of the rocking 
“When Will You Wake Up” and the 
childlike “Stella Luna,” where he ad 
mits he’s bats for the bat. But he’s 
loopier than Andy Partridge’s crew, 
so the sing-song lyrics and melodies 
of tunes like “Coordinate Zero” and 
“Turn Me Upside Down” hark back 
to an earlier paisley period, when 
Roky Erickson and the Strawberry 
Alarm Clock defined opposite ends of 
the style’s magic-carpet ride. 

_Ted Drozdowski 
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URL addresses for all downloads are available 
at www. bostonphoenix.com/download 


Download 
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Byrne + Ray Neades + Kara Jeane | 
Pub Stage | 7 pm | Betty Widerski 
ACTON JAZZ CAFE | Acton | “Blues 

J with Mike Avery, BJ Magoon & 








CLUBS 


































1 Ball 
THURSDAY 22 AN TAIN | Boston | 5 pm | DJ Keith 
S b Directory for phone numbers anc AN TUA NUA | Boston | 9 pm 

SSES T day Night Live” with Dj G 
ABBEY LOUNGE | < Squ 
Stage | 9 pm | “Roc ARIA | Boston | DJ Kor 
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40 + R&B + 
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A NEW YEAR'S'EVE,CELEBRATION,WITH 
"NELSON 























12/22 A HOLIDAY CELEBRATION WITH THE HARLEM GOSPEL CHOIR 
1/6 JOHNNY A + 1/12 BOSTON HORNS + 114-15 KENNY GARRETT 
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THE AVENUE | Aliston | 7 pm | 

‘Acoustic Pop” with Will Daly | 9 

pm | “Dance Your Ass Off” with Dj 

Hoff 

BILL'S BAR | Boston | “Rock Candy 

Dance Party” with Cyanide Valen 

tine 

BLUE CAT CAFE | Boston | DJ Casey 

BOB’S SOUTHERN BISTRO | Boston 

Elan Trotman Jazz Quartet 

BOSTON ROCKS | Boston | 5 pm | “Af 

ter Work Thursday” 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S | West Roxbury 

R&B and commercial dance with DJ 

Ceorge 

THE BURREN | Somerville | Front 

Room | 10 pm | “Traditional Irish 

Music” | Back Room | 10 pm | Swing 

ing Johnsons 

CANTAB LOUNGE | Camb 

ChickenSlacks 

CLUB PASSIM | Camb 

“City of New Orlea 
ry Lyo; < 









Jere 






Good I 
thy Mason + Don White + Dan 
Miraglia + Tom Bianchi + Vance 
Gilbert 

COMMON GROUND | Allston | “Love 
Night” 8os, all vinyl with DJ Brian 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR 
Brighton | “Chart & Dance” with DJ 
Doc 

DICK'S LAST RESORT | Boston 
“Jenn & Steve Show” 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL 
Salem | Doom Buggies 

DRUID PUB | Cambridge | Christian 
McNeil 








Party 
favors! 


& Mayhem! 


Get Your Tix Now @ harpersferryboston.com 






EMBASSY | Boston | “The Glamorous 
Life” hip-hop & electro party with 
Djs Susan Esthera + Aphrodite 
ENCORE | Boston | Michelle Currie 
ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | D) 
Oliver Mak + Project SF + Write to 
Eat 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE | Brookline | House and acid 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwen 
berghe 
EUROPA | Boston | “Champagne & 
Strawberries” hip-hop, reggae, 
R&B, classics with Dj Rebel-1 
THE EXCHANGE | Boston | “Heaven 
& Hell,” house & hip-hop with DJs 
Chaos + Mr. Aru 
FELT | Boston | “Strike Out Stroke 
Benefit” with Meet the Day + Dr. 

n + His Fingers 











> Russo 


FOUNDATION LOUNGE | Boston 
70s, 80s, funky disco, Motown with 





DJ Edward Grar 
GREAT SCOTT | All 
Cunha 

GREEN BRIAR | Brighton | Dj JFK 
GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Spitting 
Vinnies 

GREEN STREET GRILL | Cambridge | 
10:30 pm | “Afro-pop High Life” 
with Joh Camara & Jama-Jigi 
HANNAH'S | Somerville | Reggae and 
house with guest DJs 
HENNESSY’S | Boston | Me & Julio 
HOFFA’S SWISS ALPS | Cambridge | 
10 pm | Boston Afro-Beat Society 
HONG KONG AT FANEUIL HALL | 
Boston | “Hip-hop Thursday” 

HONG KONG | Cambridge | Main 
stream, house & reggae with DJ Bob 
JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT | 
Boston | 6 pm | Clay Brown Trio 
JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE | 
Cambridge | 9:30 pm | Dan Tepfer 
Trio 

JOSE McINTYRE’S | Boston | Up 
stairs| D) John Tringall | Downstairs 
| Me & Julio 

KAROUN | Newton | 8 pm | Via 
Romen 

THE KELLS | Allston | “Fun House” 
with DJs Edgar + Kieran James 
KIRKLAND CAFE | Somerville | By 
Snowden + Melisande + Brenda 
White + Jon Macey 

LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | Scott 
Ryckman Trio 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | 8 pm 
| “Soul Low” | 9:30 + 11:30 pm | Club 
d’Elf 

LOBBY LOUNGE AT THE HYATT RE- 
GENCY | Boston | 5:30 pm | Andy 
Baer Quartet 

LUCKY’S LOUNGE | Boston | Alex 
MacDougal 

MACHINE | Boston | “Transport” 
with DJ Jason Taylor 

MANTRA | Boston | 10:30 pm | 
“Mantra Thursday” DJs spin eclectic 
international, vocal house, & hip- 
hop 

MARQUEE | Boston | “Turn It Up 
Thursday” 

MIDDLE EAST | Cambridge | Upstairs 
|“Skope Magazine Holiday Spectacu 
lar” with Lovewhip + Cold Duck 
Complex + Pennyred + Adria + DJ 
Shyne 

MIDWAY CAFE | Jamaica Plain | 
“Women’s Dance Night + 
Queeraoke” 

MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | 
“Aquanet Dance Party” with DJs 
Casey + CTO + Frank White + Tom- 
mee + Knife + Paul Foley 

MOJITOS | Boston | Salsa, hip-hop, 
Latin with DJ Pup Dawg + Baby 
Boricua 

O’BRIEN’S | Allston | Rodentt + 
Mente 

ORLEANS | Somerville | DJ Ren Jus- 
tice 

PADDY 0'S | Boston | Justin Beach + 
Tom Grolou 

PARADISE LOUNGE | Boston | “Reg- 
gae Paradise” with DJ Perry + Selec- 
tor G-Smith 





Tristan da 






P.A.’S LOUNGE | Somerville |“P.A.’s 

Xmas Party” with Pilot Light + Gon 

doliers + Scuba + Greg Lyon & E.R. 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 

“Elements” drum ‘n bass with DJs 

Lenore + Crook + M-Doc 

PURPLE SHAMROCK | Boston | DJ 

Flanagan with musical guest Jim 

Plunkett 

Q| Boston | “Theme Thursday” with 

Dj Mike Navarro 

THE RACK | Boston | DJs Massi + 

Mike Pardi 

REDLINE | Cambridge | 10 pm | “Re 

union Thursday” with NPC All-Stars 

ROGGIE’S | Brighton | Lounge | Tribal 

house and break beat funk with D] 

Jonathan Theory 

RUBY ROOM | Boston | “Rouge 

Thursday” with DJ Prolific 

RYLES | Cambridge | Giovanni 

Moltoni 

SAMBA BAR & GRILL | Somerville | 9 
m | Hip-hop, reggae, reggaeton, 

with Dj Philippe 

SISSY K’S | Boston | Justin Beech 

Upstairs | Popular dance with DJ De 

ja 

SUGAR SHACK | Boston | “College 

Night” with DJ B-Spin 

TERRACE LOUNGE | Boston | 7:30 

pm | Eric McFadden 

33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE | 

Boston | “Reve” with DJ Niko 

TIR NA NOG | Somerville | Ronan 
“Fluffy” Quinn 

TOAD | Cambridge | Beatle Butchers + 

Resonance 

TOAST | Somerville | “Twisted Thurs 

day College Night” hip-hop, top 40 

with DJ 9-1 

TOP OF THE HUB | Boston | Chris 

Taylor Trio 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO | Boston | 

“Young Professionals Club” 

TT. THE BEAR’S PLACE | Cambridge 

| Exultation of Larks + Das Happen 

ing + Spires 

21st AMENDMENT | Boston | Dj Sean 

Daly 

UMBRIA ULTRA LOUNGE & NIGHT- 

CLUB | Boston | Third Floor | Hip-hop 

+ R&B + reggaeton | Fourth + Fifth 

Floors | House + techno 

VAPOR | Boston | “MOCCA” hip hop 

and R&B with DJs KC + Ron Steel 

VENU | Boston | “Venu Thursday” | 

Room 1 | “Hip-hop + R&B + reggae” | 

Room 2 | “Salsa + merengue + reg: 

gaeton” 

VERTIGO | Boston | “Diversify Thurs 

days” deep soulful house with DJ 

Fran + UK hard house and progres- 

sive trance with Djs JLong +Tek + 

Catatonic + guest DJs 

WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | Francisco 

Mela Quintet 

WEST STREET GRILLE | Boston | 

Top 40, funk, dance with Djs Gabe + 

Lazee Boy 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY | Cambridge | 7 

pm | Beyond Recognition | 9:30 pm | 

“Night of the Living Hammond 

B3’s” with Andy C’s Organ Experi- 

ence 


FRIDAY 23 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

ABBEY LOUNGE | Somerville | Pub 
Stage | 8 pm | Mark Lind 

+ Jeff Morris & Mike of the Bruisers 
+ These Lies & Jason Bennett 
ACTON JAZZ CAFE | Acton | 





“Jazz/R&B Holiday Show” with Adri- 


an Sicam 

AN TAIN | Boston | 5 pm | DJ Sean O | 
10 pm | DJ David Natole 

AN TUA NUA | Boston | “Su- 
perlovers” early hits to the latest 
sounds with DJ Vinny 

AQUA | Boston | Greg Luttrell 

ARIA | Boston | “Foundation Friday” 
with DJ Klutch 

ATLAS DANCE | Boston | “Top go 
Dancing” 

AVALON | Boston | “Avaland” with 
Chris Walsh and DJ Scoach 


THE AVENUE | Allston | 9 pm | DJ 

Steve Auston 

AXIS | Boston | Upstairs | 10 pm | 
“Bashment” reggae | Downstairs | 10 

pm | “Flavor Friday” with DJ Master 

millions 

THE BANSHEE | Dorchester | “Ban 

shee Friday” Hip-hop, reggae, R&B 

THE BIG EASY | Boston | “Mardi Gras 

Friday” 

BILL'S BAR | Boston | Humanwine + 

Jaggery + Troll 

BLARNEY STONE PUB | Dorchester | 

Commercial dance and R&B 

BLUE CAT CAFE | Boston | Dj Pete 

Winfrey 

BOSTON ROCKS | Boston | Top 4o, 

dance, hip-hop with DJ Bruno 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB | jamaica 

Plain | “Mid Freq.” with DJ Verbnine 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S | West Roxbury 
R&B, rock, and dance with 

Dj Keith 

CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | Up 

Stairs | Little Joe Cook & the Thrillers 
Downstairs | DJs Turn-ta-Bill + 

Kevy Kev 

CLUB 58 | Quincy | “Get Some Fri 

days” hip-hop with the Freakas 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 8 pm | 

Aine Minogue 

COMMON GROUND | Aliston | DJ 

MOAEC 

DEDO | Boston | 9 pm | Michelle Cur 

rie 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR | 

Brighton | “Uptempo House” with DJ 

Paul Dailey 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | Ript 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 

Salem | Barrence Whitfield + Los Ret- 

DRUID PUB | Cambridge | 6 pm | “Tra- 

ditional Irish Seisiun” with Peter 

Molloy & Friends 

EMBASSY | Boston | 10 pm | “Hip 

hop” with DJ Just Nyce 

ENCORE | Boston | “Cabaret Open 

Mic” with Jan Peters + Colleen 
Powers + Michael Ricca + Brian 
Patton 

ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | J 

Dennis & Nick Follett 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEM- 

PLE | Brookline | Vocal house, 70s, 

80s, 90s with DJ Bob Gallagher 

THE EXCHANGE | Boston | House & 

hip-hop with Djs Tiziano + Luca 

FELT | Boston | 1st Level | Dj Jim 
Klerkin | Penthouse Level | “Therapy 

Friday” with DJ Cerebral 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN | 
Boston | Weepin’ Willie 

GREAT SCOTT | Allston | “The Pill” 

with DJs Ken & Terence 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Friday 
Episode 

GREEN STREET GRILL | Cambridge | 
“Latin DJ & Dance” 

G-SPOT | Boston | “Deep, Sexy 
House” with DJs Mike Traylor + Paul 
Incus 

HOFFA’S SWISS ALPS | Cambridge | 
10 pm | “Scratch Night” with DJ 
Frank White 

HONG KONG | Cambridge | Top 40 
Hip-Hop, Rock & Club Classics with 
M.C. Renn 

1/D | Boston | “Bashment” Reggae Dj 

Juneyacool 

THE INDEPENDENT | Somerville | 
“Special Blend Friday” with DJ 
RNDM 

THE INTERNATIONAL | Boston | 
“The Basement” house music with 
Dj Bradford James 

JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE | 
Cambridge | 6 pm | Marianne Solivan 
Jazz Quartet | 10 pm | Carol 
O'Shaughnessy 

JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | Alto Re- 
form School + Bruce Millard Band 
JUKEBOX | Boston | Top 4o and retro 
dance night 

THE KELLS | Allston | “Ladies Night” 
with DJs Doc + Grasshopper . 

KENNEDY'S | Boston. | 5 pm | Peter 

Rice | At 9 pm | Springhill Rounders 





= 


Tas 


er| 


ne 
ury 


jlers 


| 


~ur- 


h DJ 
Ript 


; Ret- 


en 


a0) 


TEM- 
ds, 


se & 


eTapy 


i” 
jay 


ridge | 


+ Paul 


ridge | 
J 


40 
swith 


gae DJ 


le | 


yn | 
- with 


GE | 
Solivan 


o Re- 
Band 
d retro 


Night” 


| Peter 
unders 





























































































ee 





CLUB DIRECTORY 


ABBEY LOUNGE | 617.441.9631 | 
3 Beacon St, Somerville 
ACTON JAZZ CAFE | 978.263.6161 
| 452 Great Rd, Acton 

ALL ASIA CAFE | 617.497.1544 | 
334 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
AN TAIN | 617.426.1870 | 31 In 
dia St, Boston 

ANTHEM | 617.523.8383 | 138 
Portland St, Boston 

AN TUA NUA | 617.262.2121 | 
835 Beacon St, Boston 

AQUA | 617.720.4900 | 120 
Water St, Boston 

ARIA | 617.338.7080 | 246 
Tremont St, Boston 

ATLAS DANCE | 617.437.0300 | 
3 Lansdowne St, Boston 
ATRIUM LOUNGE | 
617.236.5300 | Millennium 
Bostonian Hotel, Faneuil 
Hall Marketplace, Boston 
AVALON | 617.262.2424 | 15 
Lansdowne St, Boston 
AVENUE C LOUNGE | 
781.322.0763 | 166 Eastern 
Ave, Malden 

THE AVENUE | 617.782.9508 | 
1249 Comm Ave, Allston 
AXIS | 617.262.2437 | 13 Lans 
downe St, Boston 

THE BANSHEE | 617.436.9747 | 
934 Dorchester Ave, Dorch- 
ester 

BAY BRIDGE | 978.745.8881 | 29 
Bridge St, Salem 

BELL IN HAND TAVERN | 
617.227.2098 | 45-55 Union 
St, Boston 

THE BIG EASY | 617.351.7000 
One Boylston Place, Boston 
BILL'S BAR | 617.421.9678 | 5.5 
Lansdowne St, Boston 
BLACKTHORNE TAVERN | 
508.238.9017 | 402 Turnpike 
St, S. Easton 

BLARNEY STONE PUB | 
617.436.8223 | 1505 Dorch 
ester Ave, Dorchester 

BLUE CAT CAFE | 617.247.9922 
94 Mass Ave, Boston 

BOB'S SOUTHERN BISTRO | 
617.536.6204 | 604 Colum. 
bus Ave, Boston 

BOB THE CHEF’S | 617.536.6204 
| 604 Columbus Ave, Boston 
BOSTON ROCKS | 617.726.1110 | 
Faneuil Hall Marketplace, 
Boston 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB | 
617.522.5386 | 378 Centre St, 
Jamaica Plain 

BRISTOL LOUNGE AT THE FOUR 
SEASONS | 617.338.4400 | 200 
Boylston St, Boston 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S | 
617.325.9800 | Center St, 
West Roxbury 

BULLFINCH’S | 978.443.4094 | 
730 Boston Post Rd, Sudbury 
BULL RUN | 978.425.4311 | Rte 
2A, Shirley 

THE BURREN | 617.776.6896 | 
247 Elm St, Davis Square, 
Somerville 

CANTAB LOUNGE | 
617.354.2685 | 738 Mass Ave, 
Central Square, Cambridge 
CAPRICE | 617.292.0080 | 275 
Tremont St, Boston 
CARAVAN CLUB | 781.284.9599 
|1380 North Shore Rd, Revere 
THE CATWALK | 508.994.3355 | 
34 Union St, New Bedford 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NAT- 
ICK | 508.647.0097 | 14 Sum- 
mer St, Natick 

THE CHANTEY AT MARINA BAY | 
617.770.4121 | 333 Victory Rd 
Quincy 

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS COFFEE- 
HOUSE | 508.528.2541 | 262 
Chestnut St, Franklin 
CLARK'S IN FANEUIL HALL | 
617.227.7800 | 21 Merchant's 
Row, Boston 

CLUB CAFE | 617.536.0966 | 
209 Columbus Ave, Boston 
CLUB 58 | 617.471.7788 | 58 
Ross Way, Quincy 

CLUB HOLLYWOOD | 617.338.8283 
|1-3 Harrison Ave, Boston 
CLUB PASSIM | 617.492.7679 | 
47 Palmer St, Harvard 


Square, Cambridge 
CLUB SAHARA | 978.683.9200 | 
34 Bates St Methuen 
COLONIAL INN | 978.369.9200 
48 Monument Square, 
Concord 
COMEDY CONNECTION | 
617.248.9700 | Upstairs at 
Faneuil Hall, Boston 
COMEDY STUDIO | 617.864.5311 
| 1238 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
COMMON GROUND | 617.783.2071 
| 83-87 Harvard Ave, Allston 
COSMOPOLITAN GRILL | 
508.370.4555 | 1138 Worces- 
ter Rd, Rte 9, Framingham 
COSTELLO'S | 617.522.9263 | 
723 Centre St, Jamaica Plain 
COTTONWOOD CAFE | 
617.247.2225 | 222 Berkeley 
St, Boston 
DARK INTENTIONS | 
978.828.5917 | 25 Market St, 
Lowell 
DEDHAM COMMUNITY THEATRE 
| 781.326.0409 | 580 High St, 
Dedham 
DEDO | 617.338.9999 | 69 
Church St, Boston 
DEVLIN'S LOUNGE AND BAR | 
617.779.8822 | 332 Washing- 
ton St, Brighton 
DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT AT REMINGTON’S | 
617.482.0110 | 124 Boylston 
St, Boston 
DICK’S LAST RESORT | 
617.267.8080 | Quincy Mar- 
ket, Boston 
DILLON’S | 617.421.1818 | 955 
Boylston St, Boston 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 
978.745.0139 | 7 Dodge St, 
Salem 
DOGWOOD CAFE | 617.522.7997 
3712 Washington St, Ja- 
miaica Plain 
DOUBLETREE HOTEL WALTHAM 
781.890.6767 | 550 Winter 
St, Waltham 
DRUID PUB | 617.497.0965 | 
1357 Cambridge St, Cam- 
bridge 
EMBASSY | 617.536.2100 | 30 
Lansdowne St, Boston 
EMERALD ISLE | 617.288.0010 | 
1501 Dorchester Ave, Dorch 
ester 
ENCORE | 617.338.ROXY | 279 
Tremont St, Boston 
ENORMOUS ROOM | 617.491.5599 
| 567 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE | 617.277.9722 | 1651 
Beacon St, Brookline 
EUROPA | 617.482.3939 | 51 
Stuart St, Boston 
THE EXCHANGE | 617.726.7600 
| 148 State St, Boston 
FELT | 617.338.6999 | 533 
Washington St, Boston 
FIRE + ICE | 617.482. FIRE | 205 
Berkeley St, Boston 
FIREHOUSE CENTER FOR THE 
ARTS | 978.462.7336 | 1 Mar- 
ket Sq, Newburyport 
FLAT TOP JOHNNY'S | 
617.494.9565 | 1 Kendall 
Square, Cambridge 
FOUNDATION LOUNGE | 
617.859.9900 | Hotel Com- 
monwealth, 500 Comm 
Ave, Boston 
FRONT STREET COFFEEHOUSE | 
978.740.6697 | 20 Front St, 
Salem 
GARGOYLES ON THE SQUARE | 
617.776.5300 | 219 Elm St, 
Somerville 
THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN | 
617.451.2622 | 28 Kingston 
St, Boston 
GRAFTON STREET PUB & GRILL | 
617.497.0400 | 1230 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 
GREAT SCOTT | 617.734.4502 | 
1222 Comm Ave, Alliston 
GREEN BRIAR | 617.789.4100 | 
304 Washington St, Brighton 
GREEN DRAGON | 617.367.0055 
| 12 Marshall St, Boston 
GREEN STREET GRILL | 
617.876.1655 | 280 Green St, 
Cambridge 





THE GROG | 978.465.8008 | 13 
Middle St, Newburyport 
G-SPOT | 617.423.6767 | 
Downtown Crossing, 
Boston 

GULU-GULU CAFE | 617.848.5967 
|56 Central Square Lynn 
HANNAH'S | 617.629.5302 | 
499 Broadway, Somerville 
HARPERS FERRY | 617.254.9743 
{158 Brighton Ave, Alliston 
HENNESSY’S, | 617.742.2121 | 25 
Union St, Boston 

HERRELL'S RENAISSANCE CAFE 
| 617.782.9599 | 155 Brighton 
Ave, Allston 

HONG KONG AT FANEUIL HALL | 
617.227.2226 | 65 Chatham 
St, Boston 

HONG KONG | 617.864.5311 
1236 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
1/O | 617.262.2437 | 13 Lans 
downe St, Boston 

IMAGINE STUDIOS | 
978.834.0367 | 29 Main St, 
Amesbury 

IMPROV ASYLUM | 617.263.6887 
| 216 Hanover St, Boston 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 
617.576.1253 | 1253 Cam- 
bridge St, Cambridge 

THE INDEPENDENT | 
617.440.6022 | 75 Union 
Square, Somerville 

THE INTERNATIONAL | 
617.296.6270 | 184 High St, 
Boston 

JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT 
617.338.8586 | 33 Stuart St, 
Boston 

JACQUE’S | 617.426.8902 | 79 
Broadway, Boston 

JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE 
617.577.8668 | 1 Kendall 
Square, Cambridge 

JEANIE JOHNSTON PUB 
617.983.9432 | 144 South St, 
Jamaica Plain 

JIMMY'S HARBORSIDE RESTU- 
ARANT | 617.423.1000 | 242 
Northern Ave, Boston 
JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROAD- 
WAY | 617.591.1616 | 255 Elm 
St, Somerville 

JOEY MAC'S | 617.491.0852 | 23 
Warren St Boston 

JOHNNY D’S | 617.776.2004 | 17 
Holland St, Davis Square, 
Somerville 

JOSE MCINTYRE’S | 617.451.9460 
| 160 Milk St, Boston 
JUKEBOX | 617.338.ROXY | 275 
Tremont St, Boston 
KAROUN | 617.513.0516 | 839 
Washington St, Newton 
THE KELLS | 617.782.9082 | 161 
Brighton Ave, Alliston 
KENNEDY'S MID-TOWN | 
617.426.3333 | 42 Province St, 
Boston 

KIRKLAND CAFE | 
617.441.9640 | 425 Washing- 
ton St, Somerville 

LES ZYGOMATES | 617.542.5108 
|129 South St, Boston 

LIDO AT WONDERLAND | 
781.289.3080 | 290 
Northshore Rd, Revere 
LIZARD LOUNGE | 617.547.0759 
| 1667 Mass Ave, below 
Cambridge Common 
Restaurant, Cambridge 
LOBBY LOUNGE AT THE HYATT 
REGENCY | 617.912.1234 | 1 Av- 
enue de Lafayette, Boston 
LUCKY’S LOUNGE | 617.357.5825 
| 355 Congress St, Boston 
LUCY’S | 617.232.5829 | 242 
Harvard St, Brookline 
LUPO’S AT THE STRAND | 
401.272.5876 | 79 Washing- 
ton St, Providence, RI 
MACHINE | 617.536.1950 | 1256 
Boylston St., Boston 
MAISON ROBERT | 617.227.3370 
| 45 School St, Boston 
MALACHY’S | 617.786.1449 | 52 
Granite Ave, Quincy 
MANTRA | 617.542.8111 | 52 
Temple St, Boston 
MARQUEE | 617.523.1112 | 57 
Canal St, Boston 

MATRIX | 617.338.ROXY | 275 
Tremont St, Boston 
MAXIMO | 781.592.6402 | 170 
Broad St, Lynn 

MCGANN’S | 617.227.4059 | 197 
Portland St, Boston 


METROPOLIS | 401.454.5483 | 
172 Pine St, Providence, RI 
MIDDLE EAST | 617.497.0576 
472-480 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | 
617.868.MSEX | 315 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 
MIDWAY CAFE | 617.524.9038 
3496 Washington St, Ja- 
maica Plain 
MILKY WAY | 617.524.3740 | at 
Bella Luna, 405 Centre St, 
Jamaica Plain 
MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN 
617.338.5656 | 77 Broad St, 
Boston 
MODEL CAFE | 617.254.9366 | 7 
North Beacon St, Allston 
THE MODERN | 617.536.210¢ 
36 Lansdowne St, Boston 
MOJITOS | 617.988.8123 | 48 
Winter St, Boston 
NARROWS CENTER FOR THE 
ARTS | 508.324.1926 | 275 
Martine St, Fall River 
NEWS | 617.426.6397 | 150 
Kneeland St, Boston 
NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY 
617.373.2247 | Blackman Au- 
ditorium, 360 Huntington 
Ave, Boston 
OAK BAR | 617.267.5300 | at 
the Fairmont Copley Plaz: 
Hotel, 138 St. James Ave, 
Boston 
O’BRIEN’S | 617.782.6245 | 3 
Harvard Ave, Allston 
OCEANA RESTAURANT | 
617.227.0800 | Marriott Long 
Wharf, 296 State St, Boston 
O'CONNOR'S | 617.482.2255 | 27 
Columbus Ave, Boston 
THE OFFICE | 617.367.5806 | 5 
Broad St, Boston 
O'LEARY'’S | 617.734.0049 
1010 Beacon St, Brookline 
119 GALLERY | 978.452.8138 
119 Chelmsford St, Lowell 
ORLEANS | 617.591.2100 | 65 
Holland St, Somerville 
OUT OF THE BLUE GALLERY 
617.354.5287 | 106 Prospect 
St, Cambridge 
PADDY 0’S | 617.367.2114 | 33 
Union St, Boston 
THE PALACE | 781.321.1660 
1500 Broadway, Saugus 
THE PALLADIUM | 508.797.9696 
261 Main St, Worcester 
PARADISE LOUNGE | 
617.562.8814 | 969 Comm 
Ave, Boston 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB | 
617.562.8800 | 967 Comm 
Ave, Boston 
PARK STREET CHURCH | 
617.523.3383 | 1 Park St, 
Boston 
PAS LOUNGE | 617.776.1557 | 
345 Somerville Ave, 
Somerville 
PHOENIX LANDING | 
617.576.6260 | 512 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge 
THE PLACE | 617.523.2081 | 2 
Broad St, Boston 
THE PLAYGROUND | 617.441.0666 
| 403 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
THE POINT | 617.523.7020 | 147 
Hanover St, Boston 
PURPLE SHAMROCK | 
617.227.2060 | 1 Union St, 
Boston 
Q | 617.742.2121 | 25 Union St, 
Boston 
THE RACK | 617.725.1051 | 24 
Clinton St, Faneuil Hall, 
Boston 
RAMROD | 617.266.2986 | 1254 
Boylston St, Boston 
RED FEZ | 617.338.6060 | 1222 
Washington St Boston 
REDLINE | 617.491.9851 | 59 
JFK St, Cambridge 
REEL BAR | 617.783.3222 | 477 
Cambridge St, Allston 
REGATTABAR | 617.661.5000 | 
Charles Hotel, Harvard 
Square, Cambridge 
REMINGTON’S | 617.574.9676 
124 Boylston St, Boston 
RENDEZVOUS | 781.893.7171 | 
596 Moody St, Waltham 
ROGGIE'S | 617.566.1880 | 356 
Chestnut Hill Ave, Brighton 
THE ROXY | 617.338.ROXY | 
279 Tremont St, Boston 


RUBY ROOM | 617.557.9950 | 
Onyx Hotel, 155 Portland 
St, Boston 
RUMOR | 617.422.0045 | 100 
Warrenton St, Boston 
RYLES | 617.876.9330 | 212 
Hampshire St, Cambridge 
SAMBA BAR & GRILL | 
617.718.9177 | 608 Somerville 
Ave, Somerville 
SCRUFFY MURPHY’S 
617.282.6606 | 1333 Dorch 
ester Ave, Dorchester 
SERAFINA | 978.371.9050 | 195 
Sudbury Rd, Concord 
SIDNEY’S GRILLE | 617.494.0011 
at the Hotel@MIT, 20 Sid 
ney St, Cambridge 
SISSY K’S | 617.248.6511 | 6 
Commercial St, Boston 
SOLSTICE CAFE | 617.566.5958 
1625 Tremont St Boston 
SOMEDAY CAFE | 617.718.1633 
corner of Holland and Day 
Sts, Somerville 
SPRINGSTEP | 781.395.0402 
98 George P. Hassett Dr 
Medford 
STEVE SWEENEY'S COMEDY 
CAFE | 800.401.2221 | Jae’s 
Back Bay Pan American 
Restaurant, 711 Boylston St, 
Boston 
STEWART'S | 617.381.0563 
166 Elm St, Everett 
STONE'S PUBLIC HOUSE 
508.881.1778 | 179 Main St 
Ashland 
SUGAR SHACK | 617.351.2510 
1 Boylston Pl, Boston 
SYMPHONY HALL | 617.266.1492 
301 Mass Ave, Boston 
TANTRIC LOUNGE | 617.367.8742 
123 Stuart St, Boston 
TERRACE LOUNGE 
800 | at the Mar 
-opley Place, 110 
Huntington Ave, Boston 
THIRSTY EAR PUB 
617.258.9754 | 305 Memorial 
Dr, Cambridge 
THIRSTY SCHOLAR PUB 
617.497.2294 | 70 Beacon St 
Somerville 
33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 
617.572.3311 | 33 Stanhope 
St, Boston 
TIR NA NOG | 617.628.4300 
366A Somerville Ave, Union 
Square, Somerville 
TOAD | 617.497.4950 | 1912 
Mass Ave, Porter Square 
Cambridge 
TOAST | 617.623.9211 | 70 
Union Square, Somerville 
TOMMY DOYLE'S | 
617.225.0888 | 1 Kendall 
Square, Cambridge 
TOP OF THE HUB | 617.536.1775 
| Sand Floor, Prudential 
Tower, Boston 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO | 
617.338.1000 | 295 Franklin 
St, Boston 
TT. THE BEAR’S PLACE | 
617.492.BEAR | 10 Brookline 
St, Central Square, Cam- 
bridge 
21ST AMENDMENT | 
617.227.7100 | Bowdoin St, 
Beacon Hill, Boston 
UMBRIA ULTRA LOUNGE & 
NIGHTCLUB | 617.338.1000 | 
295 Franklin St, Boston 
VAPOR | 617.695.9500 | 100 
Warrenton St, Boston 
VENU | 617.338.8061 | 100 
Warrenton St, Boston 
VERTIGO | 617.723.7277 | 126 
State St, Boston 
VINCENT’S NIGHTCLUB | 
781.986.4000 | 6 Billings St, 
Randolph 
WALLY’S CAFE | 617.424.1408 | 
427 Mass Ave, Boston 
WEST STREET GRILLE | 
617.423.0300 | 15 West St, 
Boston 
WHO'S ON FIRST | 617.247.3353 
| 19 Yawkey Way, Fenway 
Park, Boston 
WONDER BAR | 617.351.COOL 
| 186 Harvard Ave, Allston 
ZEITGEIST GALLERY | 
617.876.6060 | 1353 Cam: 
bridge St, Cambridge 
ZUZU | 617.864.3278 | 474 
Mass Ave, Cambridge 
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KIRKLAND CAFE | Somerville | 
“Club Bohemia Christmas Cocktail 
Party” with Tara White + Jimmy 
Hank Williams & Thunderhand + 
Leon Rich + Natalie Flanagan + 
Brooklyns 

LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | Ronnie 
Ron Trio 

LIDO AT WONDERLAND | Revere | 
Armando Batista 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | 8 pm 
“Soul Low” | 9:30 pm | Reed Foehl + 
Stewart Lewis 

LUCKY’S LOUNGE | Boston | jx 
Beech 

MACHINE | Boston | “Best Ni 
Out” with Dj Darren Friedman 
MALACHY’S | Quincy | 9 pm | DJ 
Silent Parmer 

MATT MURPHY’S PUB 
617.232.0188 | 14 Harvard St, Brook- 
line | Toussaint & the China Band 
McGANN’S | Boston | 1< 
hop, R&B, Reggae, & House with Dj 
Sparky 


4) 


343 Western Ave, Cambridge 
Reggae, Latin & Jazz 
THURSDAY DEC. 22 
HOLIDAY SHOW 
DJS & SPECIAL 
GUESTS 

















FRIDAY DEC. 23 
HOLIDAY SHOW 
DJS & SPECIAL 
GUESTS 


SATURDAY DEC. 24 
CLOSED 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS 


SUNDAY DEC. 25 
CLOSED 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 


FOR INFO 492-7772 


Check out our new website: 
www.thewesternfrontclub.com 





SOUL LOW @ 7:30 + FREE! 
AO) MR. ROURKE & DJ AXEL FOLEY 
CLUB D’ELF 


CLOSED FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS 


THE DENNIS BRENNAN BAND 


(Duke Levine, Kevin Barry, Billy Beard, A 


bRfaf Im SOUL LOW @ 7:30 + FREE! 
3 OWEN PLANT 


YONI GORDON & THE GOODS 
THE HEYGOODS 


RIZE SOUL LOW @ 7:30 + FREE! 
OEVEUE TBA 


THE NEW YOU 
ANIMAL HOSPITAL ¢ TOM THUMB 
www. lizardloungeclub.com 


617-547-0759 
1667 MASS. AVE. CAMBRIDGE 





rew Mazzone’ 








Know your 
stuff. 


stuff night 














Forensic | Corner | J 
Poets 

MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica P 
Bachelor + Radio Kings + 
MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain 
ton & Sidecar Radio 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Bosto 











pm | Eamonn Sheahan t 
O’Brien 
THE MODERN 








with Djs Odi + I 


ius + lux 


O’BRIEN’S 
Spoilers + Mass E 
Reserve 
OCEANA RESTAURANT | Boston 
Mike DiBari Tric 

ORLEANS | Somerville | Dj Tom 
Continued on p 20 


36 Years Of Great Music 


FREE PIZZA AT THE BAR 
EVERY MONDAY 6-9PM 


Thursday, Dec. 22 
new funk / R&B 


SOUL AMBITION 
Friday, Dec. 23 
funk! 


TO REFORM SCHOOL 
BRUCE MILLARD BAND 
Saturday, Dec. 24 / 

Sunday Dec. 25 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
|AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

| Tuesday, Dec. 27 
folk blues | 


PAUL RISHELL & 


ANNIE RAINES 
Wednesday, Dec. 28 
Neil Young retropective 


RUST NEVER SLEEPS 
Thursday, Dec. 29 
new rock/pop 


SPLENDID NOBODIES 


LINCOLN CONSPIRACY 
Friday, Dec. 30 
blues/ rock 


TARBOX RAMBLERS 
Saturday, Dec. 31 
new reggae 


PRESSURE COOKER 
call for dinner reservations 
617-776-2004 
bar open ‘til 2AM 
COMING SOON: 


jed. Jan 4- Silent Diner / Boatyard Resin 
Thur. Jan. 5- Katrina Hurricane Benefit 
it. Jan. 7- Luther Johnson 
Fri./Sat. Jan. 13/14- Beatiejuice 
we. Jan. 10- Lioyd Thayer / Bili McQuaid 
. Jan. 12- Buddha Club 














Fri./Sat Jan. 13/14- Beatlejuice 
WWW.JOHNNYDS.COM 


SERVING DINNER TUES-SAT 
JAZZ BRUNCH SAT & SUN 
17 HOLLAND ST. DAVIS SQ. SOMERVILLE 
ACROSS FROM DAVIS RED LINE 
INFO: 617-776-2004 
CONCERT LINE: 617-776-9667 





WEDNESDAY ( DECEMBER 21 
7:00 PM 
OPEN MIC HOSTED BY 
CHRISTIAN SAMATIS 
10:30 PM 
COLLECTIVE 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22 
9:00 PM 
LICK 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23 
6:00 PM ED BLAKE SHOW 
9:45 PM BANANA HANDS 
TINY WHALES (FROM NH) & 
WE ARE THE MUSIC 
MAKERS (FROM 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2005 
THROUGH WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 28, 2005 
CLOSED FOR VACATION 


10 Broaktine St. Comndge * MA 
Al Shows 18+ 
617-492.2EAR 
THU 12/22 
EXULTATION OF LARKS 
DAS HAPPENING « SPIRES 
FRI 12/23 
ANNUAL FREE HOLIDAY PARTY! 
THE POPGUN 7 * DOWNBEAT 5 THE BEATINGS 
| ADFRANK * THE DENTS 
KEVIN STEVENSON * ANDREA GILLIS 
CORIN ASHLEY * BANQUET HALL 
CHRIS COLBOURN & HILKEN MANCINI 
DREW O'DOHERTY * BRENDAN LITTLE 
JONNY PAPE 
TUE 12/27 
ALCOA * HOW TO ACT 
SUPERMURRAY * WATER FOR IVON 
WED 12/28 
JASON MASSIMO * GUILLERMO SEXO 
CHEMIST CAMP © KINCADE 


12/30 THE CHARMS. 
12/31 THE RUDDS « SIDEWALK DRIVER + THE PILLS 
/5 KAS HANLEY 1/6 THE QUEERS 
1/12 MARAH 1/19 THE BEATINGS CD REL 
1/25 STEEL TRAIN & DAYS AWAY 
1/27-28 DEAR LEADER 1/29°GRIFFIN HOUSE 
2/1 CALA 


www tithebears.com for a full schedule 


SU DAR 


B16 Somervite fe. Somovt, WA 02143 
ae i Teen 
ACOUSTIC SINGER / 
SONGWRITER NIGHT 


EVERY FIRST + THIRD THURSDAY 
DARK SKY GOTH NIGHT 


EVERY SECOND THURSDAY 
MARK NELSON OF 
MACHINERY HALL 

SOLO ACOUSTIC SET 


For more information & booking 
ntact Joe at 
skybarb joking @ aol.com 
he ut our website 
www.skybar.us 


The Milky Way 
Lounge & Lanes 


NO COVER 


Monday- 


Thursday 
+ Dine Drink + 
Dance 
Great for parties! 


Bowl 


milkywayjp.com 
617-524-3740 
403 Centre St. 
Jamaica Plain 


WED (Blackout Bar) 12.21 9pm 18+ 


DJ Mark V, The Scrooges, MCS 
(Merry Christmas 5 w/ Cracktor 


THURS 12.22.05 9pm 18+ 
Gisselbrecht Birthday Bash with 
Tristan da Cunha 


FRI (The Pill) 12.23.05 10pm 21+ 
DJs Ken & Terence 
__ Brit, Indie, Soul - Look Sharp! 


D (Blackout Bar) 12.28 9pm 18+ 
DJ Mark V, Blood Horse, Transient 
(ex Overcast, mem mbers Bars, ete). 


FRI (The Pill) 12. 30.05 10pm 24+ 
DJs Ken & Terence 
Brit, Indie, Soul - Look Sharp! 


NEW YEARS EVE with The Pia 
The Lyres, The Tampoffs, 
Eric Martin & the Iilyrians, DJ Dinos 


Fair Prices, Good People, Great Mi 
1222 Commonwealth Ave, Al 
greatscottboston.com 617.566.9014 
MBTA:; B Line / 66 to Cormm, Ave 


Abbey Lounge 
3 Beacon Street 
Inman Square 
“ee Somerville, MA 02143 
— 617-441-9631 
Abbeylounge.com 


WEDS DECEMBER 21 
ARA VORA 
THE EXCHANGE 
ALMABA © GAVIN EL 
THURS DECEMBER 22 
8:00-CLOSE: ROCK W' ROLL WOLIDAY PARTY 
WO COVER! 
GUEST BJS: ANGELLE RETT MILANG, 
WILSON OF THE KONKS, MIKE BYRNE, 
WEADES AND KARA JEANE AND MORE TBAI 
ERLDECEMBER 23 
FIRST ACT FRIDAYS PRESENTS: 
8:00-11:00 SPECIAL PUB STAGE SHOW 
MARK LIND 
JEFF MORRIS/MIKE OF THE BRUISERS 
(ACOUSTIC) 
THESE LIES AND JASON BENNETT 
IWES DECEMBER 27 
STEVE MARDON & MERCY JAMES 
WED DECEMBER 28 
MOTH ¢ SATCH KERANS 
THE OGGS (NYC) > YVETTE GRAVELINE 


All Shows 21+ 


Sally 
O’Brien’s 


Pub Trivia Night 
Lots of Prizes 


Texas Hold ‘Em 8pm 
Thursday 1 
Blues Kitchen 
Friday 12/2: 
James Christensen Band 


During All Sox & Pats Games 
1/2 price appetizers 
Games on 42” High Definition TVs 
Poll eakfast served every 
Sunday 14am - 3pm 


www saltyebriensbar.com 
335 Somervitic 1 Somerville 
617.666.3589 
NO COVER! 


Listings 


Continued from p 19 

PADDY 0’S | Boston | Audio Under 
ground 

PARADISE LOUNGE | Boston 
power + Mouth Sewn Shut + Cl 
Casket + Dead Like Death 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge 
“PYT (Pretty Young Things)” 
80s, old school with DJ Vinny 

THE PLACE | Boston | 10 pm | VJ Laptop 
THE POINT | Boston | “Fluid” house 
and techno with DJ troupe Record 
headz 

Q| Boston | “Top go” with DJ Massai 
REDLINE | Cambridge | 9 pm | Deep 
Soulful Chicago House with DJs KC + 
Rodney Marable + Craig Kapilow 
ROGGIE’S | Brighton | Upstairs | Ali | 
Lounge | “Dance Your Ass Off” with 
Dj Hoff 

THE ROXY | Boston | “Sexy Friday” 
with DJ Val Beats 

RUMOR | Boston j “Floss Friday” with 
Crystal Knight + Dj Thanos 

RYLES | Cambridge | Jen Kearney & 
the Lost Onion 

SCRUFFY MURPHY’S | Dorchester 
“Party Time” with Dj Jen 

SISSY K’S | Boston | 5 pm | Matt 
Browne | 9 pm | Stu Sinclair & Kevin 
Kirrane | Upstairs | Hi-NRC and pop 
house with DJ Tom McKenna 
STEWART'S | Everett | 9 pm |“On Tap’ 
UK Hardhouse, progressive trance, 
techno with Jbeta + Dj Fishstix 
SUGAR SHACK | Boston | “Boston's 
A-List” Hip-hop, old school, and top 
40 with DJ B-Spin 

TANTRIC LOUNGE | 10 pm | “Hookah 
Friday” 

33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE | 
Boston | 9 pm | “Studio 33” with Dj 
Tassos 

TOAD | Cambridge | Emily Grogan Band 
TOAST | Somerville | “Dyke Night 
Goes Retro” 80s, new wave with DJ 
Susan Esthera 

TOP OF THE HUB | Boston | Chris 
Taylor Quartet 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO | Boston | 
70s, 80s, and 90s with DJ Zino; pro. 
gressive + top-4o + club + interna- 
tional with Dj Peter D 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge | 
“Annual Holiday/Randi’s B-Day 
Bash” with Popgun Seven + Down- 
beat 5 + Beatings + AdFrank + Dents 
+ Kevin Stevenson + Andrea Gillis + 
Corin Ashley + Banquet Hall + Chris 
Colbourn & Hilken Mancini + Drew 
O’Doherty + Brendan Little + Jonny 
Pape 

21st AMENDMENT | Boston | DJ Sean 
Daly 

UMBRIA ULTRA LOUNGE & NIGHT- 
CLUB | Boston | Third Floor | Hip-hop 
+ R&B + reggaeton | Fourth + Fifth 
Floors | House + techno 

VENU | Boston | “Roomba” Latin 
sounds with DJ Roger M + house 
with DJ Arsit 

VERTIGO | Boston | “Dream Lounge” 
international, Latin and house with 
Dj Marcocci | vocal and high energy 
house with DJ Soulheris 

WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | 9:30 pm | 
Jason Palmer/Warren Wolf Jazz Col 
lective 

WEST STREET GRILLE | Boston | Top 
40, funk, dance with DJs 
Lazee Boy 

WONDER BAR | Allston | “Thunder 
bar” rare Italo disco with DJs Caseroc 
+ Scotty Bliss 

ZUZU | Cambridge | “Latin Night” 
with Gian Carlo Buscaglia 


SATURDAY 24 


Today's listings contain weekly events 

that may be suspended for the holiday; 
please call ahead before stepping out 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 

and addresses. 

ANTHEM | Boston | 10 pm | “Latin 
Fever” 

AN TUA NUA | Boston | “Sizzlin Sat- 
urday” hip-hop with Dj C Squared 
ATLAS DANCE | Boston | “Top 40 
Dancing” 

AVALON | Boston | 10 pm | DJ Adil- 
son 

THE AVENUE | Aliston | 5 pm | 
“Acoustical Pop” with Ali | 9 pm | 
House with DJ Munroe 


Ladies 


Gabe + 


AXIS Boston | Upstairs | 10 pm 
if Jownstalrs 

1 n | “Hip 
BILL'S BAR 
Dance Party th Stern 
BLARNEY STONE PUB | Dorchester 
Commercial dance and R&B 
BLUE CAT CAFE | Boston | Dj Casey 
BOSTON ROCKS | Boston 
tive video, top 4o, dan 
party with VJ Johnnie W 
BUCK MULLIGAN’S | West Roxbury | 
R&B, rock, and dance with DJ Keith 
CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | Up 
stairs | Little Joe Cook & the Thrillers 

Downstairs | DJs Turn-ta-Bill + 
Kevy Kev 
THE CHANTEY AT MARINA BAY | 
Quincy | 8 prn | DJ Silent Partner 
CLUB CAFE | Boston | “Boys Night 
Out” with VJ Cliff Cunningham 
CLUB HOLLYWOOD | Boston | 8:30 
pm | “Glitter Switch Drag Karaoke 
COMMON GROUND | Allston | “Dead 
Disco” with DJs Deano + Jay 
DEDO | Boston | 9 pm | Tim Evans 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR | 
Brighton | “Mixes & Remixes” with 
DJs Daniel Spurling + Chris Deorio 
DRUID PUB | Cambridge | “Saturday 
Social” with Dj Rodney Marable 
EMBASSY | Boston | 10 pm | “Sensa- 
tion Saturday” hip-hop with DJ Val 
| “Russian Night” with DJ 
Demetrius 
ENCORE | Boston | DesPres & De 
Graff 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEM- 
PLE | Brookline | Disco, Motown, and 
classics from the 80s & 90s with DJ 
John Reed 
FELT | Boston | ist Level | DJ Ricky 
Fatts | Penthouse Level | “Social Club 
Saturday” with DJ Mike Bose 
FOUNDATION LOUNGE | Boston | 70s, 
80s, funky disco, Motown with DJ 
Edward Grant Stuart 
THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN | 
Boston | Jim Porcella Trio 
GREEN STREET GRILL | Cambridge 
“Live Salsa Party” with Kilombo Mambo 
G-SPOT | Boston | “Deep, sexy house” 
with DJs Mike Traylor + Paul Incus 
HONG KONG | Cambridge | Top 4o, 
hip-hop, rock & club Classics with DJ 
Chris G 
1/D | Boston | “Pink: Lesbian Night” 
JOEY MAC’S | Boston | “Sumptin 
Special” 
JUKEBOX | Boston | Top go and retro 
dance night 
THE KELLS | Allston | “Celebration 
Saturday” DJs Darren Drag + Kieran 
MACHINE | Boston | “Fetish Night” 
MARQUEE | Boston | Dj Murray 
MATRIX | Boston | “Copa Saturday” 
with Djs Michael Mercardo + Willie D 
+ Hectik 
MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | 9 pm | 
“Mango's Latin Dance Club” with DJ 
Antonio Ortiz 
MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 
Dj Storm 
MOJITOS | Boston | DJ Faga + D) Cuy + 
DJ D. Martinez 
ORLEANS | Somerville | DJ Gabe 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge 
“Boom Boom Room” new wave + dis 
co with DJ Vinny 
THE PLACE | Boston | V) Laptop 
Q| Boston | 9 pm | DJ Profenna 
THE RACK | Boston | 9 pm | “Sound 
Factory” with Dj Brian Roche 
REDLINE Cambridge | 10 pm | DJ 
Cherry 
ROGGIE’S | Brighton | House with Dj 
Marc Farrell 
THE ROXY | Boston 
ergy Dance” 
SCRUFFY MURPHY’S | Dorchester | 
“Party Time” with D] Jen 
SISSY K’S | Boston | 4 pm | Matt 
Browne | 8 pm | Kevin Kirrane | Up 
stairs | “Dance Party” old school and 
new dance with Dj] Tom McKenna 
SUGAR SHACK | Boston | Hip hop 
and top 40 with DJ B-Spin 
THIRSTY EAR PUB | Cambridge | “Hi- 
larium” with Grownup Noise 
THIRSTY SCHOLAR PUB | Somerville 
| DJ Sean 
33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE | Boston 
|9 pm | “International House” with 
Dj Tassos 
TOAST | Somerville | “Heroes” Retro, 
electro, new wave, punk with DJ 
Chris Ewen 
TOP OF THE HUB | Boston | Chris 
Taylor Quartet 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO | Boston | 
70s, 80s, and 90s with DJ Zino | pro- 
gressive + top-40 + club + interna- 
tional with DJ Steve Anderson 


“Elevate Hi-En. 


21st AMENDMENT | Boston | DJ Sean 

Daly 

UMBRIA ULTRA LOUNGE & NIGHT- 

CLUB | Bo )-hor 
+ R&B + 

Floors | House + techno 

VAPOR C Crosswalk” with 

DJs David Skye + M.] 

VENU | Boston | European disco 

house with DJs Javier + Nico 
Mythos” c house and Creek 

sounds with DJ Yorgo 

VERTIGO | Boston | “Vertigo Satur 

day” hip-hop, R&B, house, and reg 

gae with Dj Ron Steel 

WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | 9:30 pm 
Jason Palmer/Warren Wolf Jazz Col 
lective 

WEST STREET GRILLE | Boston | Top 

40, funk, dance with DJs Gabe + 
Lazee Boy 

WHO'S ON FIRST | Boston | 10 pm 
Djs Garfield + Disciple + Nate 


SUNDAY 25 


Today’s listings contain weekly events that 

may be suspended for the holiday; please call 

ahead before stepping out. See Club Directory 

for phone numbers and addresses. 

AN TUA NUA | Boston | “Country 

Sunday” with DJ Big Jim 

ARIA | Boston | “Living Room” 

lounge and vocal house 

AVALON | Boston | “Gay Night” with 

Dj Escape 

THE AVENUE | Allston | “Lounge 

Night” 

BILL'S BAR | Boston | “Reggae Sun- 

day” with Dub Station 

BLARNEY STONE PUB | Dorchester | 

“Laid Back Sunday” 

BLUE CAT CAFE | Boston | Dj Armen 

BOB THE CHEF'S | Boston | 10 am | 
Sunday Jazz Brunch” 

THE BURREN | Somerville | 11 am | 

“Country Gospel Brunch” with Jim 

my Ryan Alastair Moock | Back Room 

| 8 pm | “Singer-Songwriter Series” 

CLARK'S IN FANEUIL HALL | Boston 

| 9 Pound Bag 

COSTELLO'S | jamaica Plain | 9 pm 

James Merenda’s Masked Marvels 

COTTONWOOD CAFE | Boston | D 

Street Band 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR | 

Brighton | “Industry Night” with DJ 

Paul Dailey 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 

Salem | 8 pm | Delvis 

ENCORE | Boston | Dorothy Miller & 

Michael Larson 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEM- 

PLE | Brookline | House and acid jazz 

with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe 

THE EXCHANGE | Boston | “Menage 

A Trois” Brazilian dance and Euro- 

house with DJ Roland 

GRAFTON STREET PUB & GRILL | 

Cambridge | 9 pm | Beantown Project 

HENNESSY’S | Boston | Tom Groulou 

Band 

HONG KONG AT FANEUIL HALL | 

Boston | “Sinful Sunday” 

JACQUE?’S | Boston | “Diamond Dun 

hill’s Drag-Ons Review” 

JEANIE JOHNSTON PUB | Jamaica 

Plain | 7 pm | “Open Blues Jam” with 

Bees Deluxe 

JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | 9 am | “Jazz 

Brunch” with Mathew Dorko + Larry 

Kukers | 4:30 pm | “Open Blues Jam” 

9 pm | “Salsa Dancing” with Rumba 

NaMa 

KENNEDY'S | Boston 

Lloyd 

METROPOLIS | Providence, RI! | “In 

dustry” uplifting house and dance 

anthems with DJ Rick Naples 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge | 

“The Crooveyard” with Dj Yamin 

MIDWAY CAFE | Jamaica Plain | 8 pm 

| “Christmas Classic Movies” 

MOJITOS | Boston | “Salsa Night” 

with SalsaBoston 

O'LEARY’S | Brookline | 7 

“Irish Music Session” 

ORLEANS | Somerville | 7 pm | “Jazz 

Session” 

PADDY 0’S | Boston | “Boston's Liveli 

est Piano Party Night” 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 

pm | “Bump” underground house 

with DJs Randy Deshaies + the Bump 

Crew 

PURPLE SHAMROCK | Boston | 

James McKenna Duo 

Q| Boston | “Reggaeton Sunday” 

with Djs Michael Mercado + Rip Her- 

nandez 

THE RACK | Boston | 7 pm | “Battle of 

the Bands” 

RED FEZ | Boston | 8 pm | Carmen 

Marsico Trio 


reggaeton | Fourtt 


| Noon | Julia 


30 pm | 


SISSY K’S | Boston 
TERRACE — 
h Mur 


33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 


Boston | 9 pm 


1aSsos 
TIR NA NOG | Somerville 
Fluffy” Quinn 
TOAST | Somerville | “iPod Dj Party 
with DJ Kristen Korpos 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO 
International Night” with DJs 
Antoine + Giulano + Giovanni 
UMBRIA ULTRA LOUNGE & NIGHT- 
CLUB | Boston Hip-hop 
+ R&B + reggaeton | Fourth + Fifth 
Floors | House + techno 
VAPOR | Boston | “T-Dance” old 
school house with DJ Danae 
VENU | Boston | “Carnival” Brazilian 
night with DJ Adilson 
VERTIGO | Boston | Caribbean and 
World Beat with DJ Deville 
WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | 4 pm 
Jazz Jam Session” with Jason 
Palmer Trio | 9 pm | Wally’s 
Stepchildren 
WONDER BAR | Alliston | 9 pm 
Johnny Horner & Joe McMahon En: 
semble 


MONDAY 26 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and ad- 

dresses. 

ABBEY LOUNGE | Somerville | Pub 

Stage | 7 pm | “The Union” with Bob 

Cenci + Doug MacDonald + Jay Allen 

+ Eric Doberman + Kenny Chambers 

+ Natalie Flanagan 

AN TUA NUA | Boston | “Salsa Night” 

with SalsaBoston.com 

AXIS | Boston | 6 pm | Catch 22 

+ Westbound Train + Plan B 

+ Tossers 

BELL IN HAND TAVERN | Boston | 

“Tommy's Jam Session 

BLUE CAT CAFE | Boston | DJ Armen 

BOSTON ROCKS | Boston | “Martini 

Mondays 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB | jamaica 

Plain | “Sonic Ginger” down tempo 

and dub with DJs Martini + 

Ah Dub 

THE BURREN | Somerville | Front 

Room | 10 pm | “Traditional Irish 

Music” 

CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | 8 pm 

| “Geoff Bartley’s Open Mic” | 9:30 

pm | Valerie & Walter Crockett 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | Nate 

Watkins 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 

Salem | “Beverly Hillbillies Open 

Jam Night” 

ENCORE | Boston | Clara Lofaro 

Quartet 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 

TEMPLE | Brookline | House and 

acid jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwen. 

rghe 

GREEN BRIAR | Brighton | “Irish Sei 

siun” 

GREEN STREET GRILL | Carmnbridge | 
Havana Club Salsa & Rueda Dance” 

HENNESSY’S | Boston | Joe Carson 

HOFFA’S SWISS ALPS | Cambridge | 

9:30 pm | Ensemble Karmacity Jazz 

Project 

THE INDEPENDENT | Somerville | 7 

and 10 pm | “Texas Hold Em Poker 
Tournament 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | 8 

pm | “Open Mic Night” with Kevin 

Griffin 

MIDDLE EAST | Cambridge | Upstairs | 

Policrips + Desert Sea + Prime Merid 

lan 

MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | “Starlite 

Open Stage” with Nand McDonald 

O’CONNOR’S | Boston | Gannon 

Brothers 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston 

Matisyahu + Pigeon John 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
“Makka Mondays” Hip-hop and reg 

gae with Djs Voyager :o1 + Uppercut 

PURPLE SHAMROCK | Boston | Scott 

Damgaard 

SISSY K’S | Boston | Justin Beech 

TOAD | Cambridge | 8 pm | “Shwang” 

with Anita Suhanin | 10:30 pm | Tim 

Gearan Band 

TOAST | Somerville | “Industry 

Night” 

TOP OF THE HUB | Boston | Marty 

Ballou Trio 

VAPOR | Boston | “Piano Open Mic” 

with Michelle Curry 

VERTIGO | Boston | “The Movement” 

deep house, house, and progressive 

with DJ Eric Santangelo 

WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | Jose Ramos 

& the Special Blend 


Ronan 


Boston 


Third Floor 





CAVE IN play the Middle East on Friday. 


ZUZU | Cambridge | Frank Morey 
TUESDAY 27 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and ad- 


dresses 

ABBEY LOUNGE | Somerville | Main 
Stage | 9 pm | Major Stars + Duck + 
Lexie Mountain + Magik Markers | 
Pub Stage | 7 pm | Steve Mardon & 
Mercy James 

AN TUA NUA | Boston | 10 pm | 
“Lushlife” 80s night 

ARIA | Boston | “One Nation Tues 
days” hip-hop, R&B, and reggae 
with DJ Chubby Chub 

BLUE CAT CAFE | Boston | Dj “Easy 
on the Eyes” Carrie 

THE BURREN | Somerville | Front 
Room | 10 pm | “Traditional Irish 
Music” | Back Room | 7 pm | “Cpen 
Mic” with Hugh McGowan 
CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | Up 
stairs | 8 pm | “Bluegrass Pickin’ Par 
ty” with Joy Kills Sorrow + Merry 
Mac Band | Downstairs | 9 pm | 
“Bluegrass Pickin’ Party” 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 pm | 
“Open Mic” with Ray Chesna 

DEDO | Boston | 9 pm | Michelle 
Currie 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | Nate 
Watkins 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL 
Salem | Fats Hammond 

EMBASSY | Boston | 10 pm | “Indus 
try Night” Hip-hop and R&B with Dj 
Sunone 

ENCORE | Boston | Bobby Femino 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE | Brookline | House and acid 
jazz with Dj Johan Van Cauwen 
berghe 

THE EXCHANGE | Boston | Uncle 
Trouble 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Dave 
Leeb 

GREEN STREET GRILL | Cambridge 
Two Timin’ Three 

HENNESSY’S | Boston | Scott 
Damgaard 

JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | 8:30 pm | 
Paul Rishell + Annie Raines 

THE KELLS | Aliston | “Totally 80s 
Tuesday” 

LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | Rusty 
Scott Quartet 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | 8 pr | 
“Soul Low” with Aaron Shadwell | 
9:30 pm | Rachel Cantu 

LUCKY’S LOUNGE | Boston | 
“Acoustic After Dark” 

MIDDLE EAST | Cambridge | Upstairs | 
Bloodstains + Old Men + Heuristic + 
Nothing But Enemies 


MIDWAY CAFE | Jamaica Plain | 8 pm 
| “Post Holiday Cabin Fever Acoustic 
Nlight” with Jess Yoakum + Patty 
Keough + Jaded Mandolin 

MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | “Super 
Star Karaoke” with Ricky McLean 
THE MODERN | Boston | 10 pm | “Lot 
36” Latin house with Dj J.C. 

PADDY 0’S | Bostun | Brian Locher 
THE PALLADIUM | Worcester | Down- 
Stairs | 7:30 pm | Sevendust + Nonpoint 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston | 
Leevees 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
“Diskocentric” eccentric dance music 
PURPLE SHAMROCK | Boston | DJ 
Dana Z 

REDLINE | Cambridge | “Pressure 
Drop Presents Red Lounge” with Mr. 
Rourke 

SISSY K’S | Boston | Stu Sinclair | 
Upstairs | “In the Biz Hospitality 
Night” top 40 and popular dance 
with DJ Ra-mu 

TOAD | Cambridge | 8:30 pm | Jimmy 
Ryan & Hayride | 10:00 pm | Jimmy 
Ryan & Hayride 

TOAST | Somerville | “Singularity: 
IDM, Clitch, Electronic” 

TOP OF THE HUB | Boston | Bob 
Nieske Trio 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge | 
Alcoa + How to Act + Supermurray 
VAPOR | Boston | “Retro Night” with 
Djs Danae + Michael Sheehan 

VENU | Boston | “Mynt” internation- 
al sounds with Dj Adilson 

VERTIGO | Boston | “Defmatch” elec- 
tro-backbeat with Djs 

WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | Wally’s 
Stepchildren 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY | Cambridge | 
9:30 pm | “Tango Night” 


WEDNESDAY 28 


e Club Directory for phone numbers and ad- 
dresses. 
ABBEY LOUNGE | Somerville | Main 
Stage | 9 pm | MOTH + Satch Kerans + 
Oggs + Yvette Craveline | Pub Stage | 
8 pm | Doug Gochman 
BLUE CAT CAFE | Boston | Dj Casey 
CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | “Can- 
dy’s Blues, Jazz & Rock Jam” 
CAPRICE | Boston | 9 pm | Toussaint 
THE CATWALK | New Bedford | 80s, 
pop, electro, indie with Dj Eric 
Marcelino 
CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 8 pm | 
Stephen Kellogg & The Sixers + 
Kristin Cifelli 
COMMON GROUND | Allston | “So You 
Want To Be an mp3j?: iPOD Playlist 
Night” 


DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | Big 
Time 

DILLON’S | Boston | 8 pm | “Drinking 
Liberally: Democratic Drinking 
Club” 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 
Salem | “Wicked Hawt Music Show- 
case” 

ENCORE | Boston | Stacy Baker & Bri- 
an Nash 

ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | 
Heavy Dread + DJ Brynmore + Burn- 
ing Babylon 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEM- 
PLE | Brookline | House and acid jazz 
with Dj Johan Van Cauwenberghe 
EUROPA | Boston | 10 pm | “Surge Al- 
ternative Night” 

THE EXCHANGE | Boston | “Explode 
Wednesday” with DJ Luca 

FELT | Boston | ist Level | “Boogie 
Nights” with Dj Mike Bose | Pent 
house Level | 9 pm | Anna Freitas + 
Derek Rando + Cahill 

FIRE + ICE | Boston | 8 pm | “Open 
Mic Night” 

FLAT TOP JOHNNY'S | 6 pm | “iPod 
Riot Big Battle” | 10 pm | “Wednesday 
Night Fez” 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN | 
Boston | “Rat Pack Karaoke” 

GREAT SCOTT | Aliston | “BlackOut 
Bar” with Blood Horse + Transient 
GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Dave 
Leeb 

GREEN STREET GRILL | Cambridge 
Dj World Unite 

HENNESSY’S | Boston | Buzz 
JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | 8:30 pm 
Rust Never Sleeps 

THE KELLS | Alliston | “Get Over the 
Hump” hip-hop, house, & dance 
with Dj Doc 

KENNEDY'S MID-TOWN | Boston | 8 
pm | “Piano Open Mic Night” 

LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | April 
Hall Trio 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | 7:30 
pm | “The Residency” with Dennis 
Brennan Band | 8 pm | “Soul Low” 
with Swati | 9:30 pm | Dennis Bren- 
nan Band 

LUCKY’S LOUNGE | Boston | Bennett 
Miller Trio 

LUPO’S AT THE STRAND | Provi- 
dence, Ri | 9 pm | Slip + Apollo Sun- 
shine 

METROPOLIS | Providence, Ri | UK 
progressive, tribal, techno, and deep 
house with DJs Hoska + Cliff 
MIDDLE EAST | Cambridge | Upstairs 
| Westgate + Hepburn + Kinetic The- 
ory | Corner | Rebecca Pronsky + Belly 
Dancing with Kef 


MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | 
“Musk Elecrodisco Dance Party Holi- 
day Hump Night” with Dj Area D 
NEWS | Boston | 5:30 pm | DJ Jay 
Prouty 

O’BRIEN’S | Aliston | “Get Smart! Ja 
maican, American, and English 
Soul” 

ORLEANS | Somerville 
with DJ Mona 

PADDY 0’S | Boston | “Boston's 
Liveliest Piano Party Night” 
PARADISE LOUNGE | Boston | “Clas 
sic Wednesdays” with DJ G-Squared 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge 
“Recycle” with Djs Pat Fontes + Shu 
man + Mike Walsh 

THE PLACE | Boston | Diana Karthas 
THE PLAYGROUND | Cambridge 
“Open Mic” 

PURPLE SHAMROCK | Boston 
Gross 

Q | Boston | “Violations 

THE RACK | Boston | 9 pm | DJ Ricky 
RAMROD | Boston | “Twitch” new 
wave, goth, industrial with DJ Mac 
REDLINE | Cambridge | 9 pm | Dj Turbo 
REEL BAR | Allston | “Collecti 


“Slow Mo 


Peter 


REMINGTON’ S| Bos 
Al Vega Trio + + Jot cme Sou 
RENDEZVOUS | Walthar 
“Wednesday Nig 
RYLES | Cambridge | 
bate + Boubacar Diabate + Samba 
lo-New Generation 
SERAFINA | Concord | 6:30 pm | Pat 
Broadnax + Nathalie Marsh 
SIDNEY’S GRILLE | Cambridge | 5 pm 
Groove Authority 
SUGAR SHACK | Boston | Hi; 
and top 40 with DJ Ren Jus 
TERRACE LOUNGE | Boston 
pm | Silvard Kool 
33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 
Boston | 10 pm | “33 Wednesday 
with Dj Anthony 
TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm |“W.0.W 
Women of Wednesday” with Austin 
Nevins & his Friend with the Exotic 
Name + Arielle Silver Band 
TOAST | Somerville | “Crypt” Goth-in 
dustrial with Dj Chris Ewen 
TOMMY DOYLE’S | Cambridge 
Open Mic” with Will Daily 
TOP OF THE HUB | Boston | Bob 
Nieske Trio 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO | Boston 
“Greek Night” 
TT. THE BEAR’S PLACE | Cambridge 
Jason Massimo + Guillermo Sexo + 
Chemist Camp + Kincade 
VAPOR | Boston | Latino night with 
Dj Adilson 
VERTIGO | Boston | “Anitya” psy- 
trance with Djs Dino + Mathwin + 
Dave Henshaw with special guests 
WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | Wally’s 
Stepchildren 
ZEITGEIST GALLERY | Cambridge | 
10 pm | “Cill’s Wednesday Night 
Jam” with Wednesday Night House 
Band 


THURSDAY 29 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ABBEY LOUNGE | Somerville 

Main Stage | 9 pm | Irreverends + 
Goldenwest Motor Lodge + 
WATTS | Pub Stage | 7 pm | Freeways 
+ Tennessee Hollow 
ACTON JAZZ CAFE | Acton 
Jam” with BJ Magoon 

AN TAIN | Boston | 5 pm | DJ Keith 
AN TUA NUA | Boston | 9 pm 
“Thursday Night Live” with Dj G 
Squared 

ARIA | Boston | NYC hip-hop with 
guest Djs 

AVALON | Boston | 6:30 pm | CKY + 
Puny Human + ASC | 10 pm | “Fling” 
top 40 + R&B + hip-hop 

THE AVENUE | Allston | 7 pm 
“Acoustic Pop” with Will Daly | 9 pm 
“Dance Your Ass Off” DJ Hoff 
BILL'S BAR | Boston | Cenuflect + 
Baby Boy H 

BLUE CAT CAFE | Boston | Dj Casey 

BOB’S SOUTHERN BISTRO | Boston | 
Elan Trotman Jazz Quartet 

BOSTON ROCKS | Boston | 5 pm | “Af- 
ter Work Thursday” 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S | West Roxbury | 

R&B and commercial dance with Dj 

George 

THE BURREN | Somerville | Front 

Room | 10 pm | “Traditional Irish 

Music” | Back Room | 10 pm | Swing- 

ing Johnsons 

CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
ChickenSlacks 


Blues 


CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 pr | 
Kaki King + Todd Martin | 10 pm 
Kaki King + Todd Martin 

COMMON GROUND | Aliston | “Love 
Night” 8os, all vinyl with Dj Brian 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR | 
Brighton | “Chart & Dance” with DJ 
Doc 

DICK’S LAST RESORT 
Classic Trax 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL 
Salem | Aloud 
EMBASSY | Boston 
Life” hip-hop & 
DJs Susan E 
ENCORE | Boston | Michelle 
ENORMOUS ROOM 

Ammon Ep 

THE E ROOM AT THE a 
ee Brook line | He 


Boston 


The CG 


cs wit 
THE cease B 


& Hell 


FELT| 


Di eawas BRIAR 
GREEN DRAGON 


Continued on p 22 


<i 
| fien < Canie 
MAINSTACE 
12/23 Jen Kerney & The 
Lost Onion 
12/24-27 Closed - Happy Holidays 
12/28 Samba Lolo 
12/30 Herman Johnson 
12/31 New Year's Eve with the 
Chicken Slacks 


DANCE HALI 
2sTemporada Latina 
223Braziinut 

4 0n the Floor-L4 
SUN WEPA Salsa Sundays 
{31 WEPA Salsa 
New Year's Party 


EQ, 
Dinner: Tues thru Sat 
Takeout avail. 5p-llp 


SUNDAY JAZZ BRUNCH 


12/25 Closed - Happy Holidays 


TX & INFO: 





HARPERS ., 
FERRY 


ALL SION, MA 


“el 38 ol We 
i § 


Wednesday December 21 18+ 


COLLEGE NIGHT 
Free with College |D! 
(21+ half off 18-20) 
TRAGIC BASTARD 


Thursday December 22 
REVIVAL 

AN ALL STAR TRIBUTE TO 

THE ALLMAN BROTHERS 


Saturday December 31 
NEW YEAR'S EVE 


BADFISH 


A Tribute to Sublime 
w/On The Drop 


21+ 


Friday December 23 
SPECIAL HOLIDAY 
GRATEFUL DEAD NIGHT 


BRING ACAN OF FOOD FOR 
THE BOSTON FOOD BACK 
AND GET IN FREE! (21+) 
PLAYIN’ DEAD 
Grateful Dead Night 


158 BRIGHTON ave| 
617-254-9743 


| 
} 





WWW.HARPERSFERRRY BOSTON.COM 


CONNECTION 
FANEUIL HALL 


617:2489700 


Discounted Parking at 
75 State Street Garage 


f www.comedyconnectionboston.com 


DEC. 30-31 


From NBC’s “Last 
Comic Standing” 
and VH1’s 
“Celebrity Fit Club” 


RALPHIE 


From NBC's “The 
Tonight Show” 


Sig is is if oh ie Sa 





22 DECEMBER 23, 2005 | MUSIC + Ci 


UBS | BOSTON PHOENIX 


472-480 MASS. AVE, CAMBRIDGE 
(617)864-EAST www.mideastciuh.com 


DOORS AT SPM UNLESS NOTED. PROPER 10 REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT Middle East Box Office 1-7p.m. and 


TICKETMASTER 16171931-2000 www.ticketmaster.com 


ALL SHOWS 18+ UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED OPEN FOR LUNCH AS ALWAYS 


SKOPE MAG rr et HOLIDAY 
COLD our Coe . — 





FRI 12/30 
“SRD ANNUA! LAST NIGHT ON EARTH" : 
SENECA « 


ROBBY ROADSTEAMER 
EL! “PAPERBOY” REED 
BRUNT OF IT 


ROADHEAD 
KALVIN KOOLIDGE 
THE DIRTY WHITES + ELSEWHERE 





FRIV06 


ERA FOR, A MOMENT 
wales (CD RELEASE, 
OFFSET 


ELECTRIC SUGAR (CD REL} 
STRINGTHEORY « THE VITAL MIGH 
AUDREY CAN'T DIE 


MUSIC BEGINS AFTER DINNER 21+ 
THU - BROWN BIRD 

FRI - LATIN NIGHT W/ GIAN CARLO BUSCAGLIA 
SAT - CLOSED 

SUN - CLOSED 

MON - FRANK MOREY 

TUE - TBA 

WED - BRIGHT, PAPER 


SUN v07 


PEC flats 
TH THE BAND 








THU yo5 


iz i -JOUN bs RB 


SAT 14 
CART BLANCH (co REL) 
MEDINA SOD 
HAVERCHUCK (CD REL) 


(FEATURING CHRIS SQUIRE AND 
STEVE NARDELLI OF YES) 


KME 
SIX, Nhe EX! 


ed Be 


HARD Fi - WENX CARD SHOW 
THE KLAPP!, PRIMARY OTHERS 
KOOL G RAP, LYRICAL 

4 DEERHOOF, MARTHA COLBURN 
prance he ENEMY, ” dee 
ENGLISH RODTS BAND 

nfo ARTISTS HELPING CHILDREN BENEFIT 

ape es ae a bg MYSTER DL 


SUN - BELLY DANCING W; 

MON » OPEN MIC NIGHT 

TUE - NOCHE MEXICANA W/ ANDRES 

WED - BELLY DANCING W/ KEF 

THU - BRAZILIAN Dj NIGHT 

“el EFF ROOT vec Nn on POETS 


G mill & Banrkecue 


81 Kilmarnock St. 


Boston, MA 
617-247-8099 


Misialatess 


Continued from p 21 
GREEN STREET GRILL | Cambridge | 
10:30 pm | “Afro-pop Reggae High 
Life” with Joh Camara & Jama-Jigi 
HANNAH'S | Somerville | Reggae and 
house with guest DJs 
HARPERS FERRY | Aliston | Addison 
Croove Project + Akashic Record 
HENNESSY’S | Boston | Me & Julio 
HOFFA’S SWISS ALPS | Cambridge | 
10 pm | Boston Afro-Beat Society 
HONG KONG AT FANEUIL HALL | 
Boston | “Hip-hop Thursday” 
HONG KONG | Cambridge | Main 
stream, house & reggae with DJ Bob 
JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT | 
Boston | 6 pm | Clay Brown Trio 
JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE | 
Cambridge | 9:30 pm | Dan Tepfer 
Trio 
JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | Splendid 
Nobodies + Lincoln Conspiracy 
JOSE McINTYRE’S | Boston | Up 
stairs| DJ John Tringall | Downstairs | 
Me & Julio 
THE KELLS | Allston | “Fun House” 
with DJs Edgar + Mike Cioscia 
KIRKLAND CAFE | Somerville | Pull- 
Chain 3 + Estranged + Jakes & the 
Jakes + Egoscene 
LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | Leah 
Souza 
LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | 8 pm | 
“Soul Low” with Jeffrey Simmons | 
9:30 pm | Yoni Gordon & the Goods 
LOBBY LOUNGE AT THE HYATT RE- 
GENCY | Boston | 5:30 pm | Andy 
Baer Quartet 
LUCKY’S LOUNGE | Boston | Alex 
MacDougal 
LUPO’S AT THE STRAND | Provi- 
dence, RI | 4 pm | “Stillborn Festival” 
with Hatebreed + Sworn Enemy + 
Full Blown Chaos + Danny Diablo + 
Subzero + Scurvy + Risk Taken 
MACHINE | Boston | “Transport” 
with DJ Jason Taylor 
MANTRA | Boston | 10:30 pm | 
Mantra Thursday” DJs spin eclectic 
international, vocal house, & hip-hop 
MARQUEE | Boston | “Turn It Up 
Thursday” 
MIDDLE EAST | Cambridge | Upstairs 
| Volcano Suns + Kudgel + Neptune 
MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Piain 
“Women’s Dance Night + 
Queeraoke” 
MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | 
‘Aquanet Dance Party” 80s, old 
school hip-hop, funk, and soul with 
DJs Casey + CTO + Frank White + 
Tommee + Knife + Paul Foley 
MOJITOS | Boston | Salsa, hip-hop, 
Latin with Dj Pup Dawg + Baby 
Boricua 
ORLEANS | Somerville | Dj Ren Justice 
PADDY 0’S | Boston | Justin Beach + 
Tom Grolou 
PARADISE LOUNGE | Boston | “Reg 
gae Paradise” with Dj Perry + Selec 
tor G-Smith 
P.A’S LOUNGE | Somerville | Starship 
Awesome + Self Righteous Brothers 
+ Baker + Sean Aylward + Brett Saiia 


Great Food - Live Music 


SOULFUL A 
Mon-Thurs 1 


AERICAN FOOD 
j:30am - 10:00pm 


Fri 11:30am - 11:00pm 
Sat 5:00pm - 11:00pm 
Sun 5:00pm - 9:00pm 
Bar side open 6:00pm - 2:00am everyday! 
Live Music on weekends 


“Wide ranging and impressive |. 


uthern restaurant” 


ston Phoenix 
ait for passersby” 
oston Globe 


PAUL RISHELL AND ANNIE RAINES play Johnny D’s on Tuesday. 


PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
“Elements” drum ‘n bass with Djs 
Crook + Lenore + MDoc + Dan Bell + 
Todd Gys 

PURPLE SHAMROCK | Boston | Dj 
Flanagan with musical guest Jim 
Plunkett 

Q| Boston | “Hawaiian Tropic Model 
Search” 

THE RACK | Boston | DJs Massi + 
Mike Pardi 

REDLINE | Cambridge | 10 pm | “Re- 
union Thursday” with NPC All-Stars 
ROGGIE’S | Brighton | Lounge | Tribal 
house and break beat funk with DJ 
Jonathan Theory 

RUBY ROOM | Boston | “Rouge 
Thursday” with Dj Prolific 

SISSY K’S | Boston | Justin Beech | 
Upstairs | popular dance with DJ De- 
ja 

SUGAR SHACK | Boston | “College 
Night” with Dj B-Spin 

TERRACE LOUNGE | Boston | 7:30 
pm | Eric McFadden 

33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE | 
Boston | Upstairs | 9:30 | “Havana 
Night” with DJ Jeff | Downstairs | 
“Reve” with DJ Niko 

TIR NA NOG | Somerville | Ronan 
“Fluffy” Quinn 

TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Beatle 
Butchers | 10 pm | Jeff Root & the 
Bongo Poets 

TOAST | Somerville | “Twisted Thurs 
day College Night” hip-hop, top 40 
with DJ 9-1 

TOP OF THE HUB | Boston | Bob 
Nieske Trio 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO | Boston | 
“Young Professionals Club” 

T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 
| Codetta + Never Only Once + Affini- 
ty for Nothing + Silent Service 

21st AMENDMENT | Boston | DJ Sean 
Daly 

UMBRIA ULTRA LOUNGE & NIGHT- 
CLUB | Boston | Third Floor | Hip-hop 
+ R&B + reggaeton | Fourth + Fifth 
Floors | House + techno 

VAPOR | Boston |“MOCCA” hip hop 
and R&B with Djs KC + Ron Steel 
VERTIGO | Boston | “Diversify Thurs 
days” deep soulful house with DJ 
Fran + UK hard house and progres- 
sive trance with DJs JLong +Tek + 
Catatonic + guest DJs 

WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | Francisco 
Mela Quintet 

WEST STREET GRILLE | Boston | 
“Late Night Lounge” 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY | Cambridge | 8 
pm | “Night of the Living Hammond 
B3’s” with New Year's Open Jam 


COMEDY 


THURSDAY 22 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | 8 pm 
|“Tribe Improv” 

COMEDY CONNECTION | Boston | 


8:30 pm | “The R-Rated Hypnotist” ag 


with Frank Santos 

COMEDY STUDIO | Cambridge | “Dan 
Sally Show” with Daniella Capolino 
+ Korte Yeo + John Lincoln + EJ Mur- 
phy + Orlando Baxter + Guilia Rozzi 
+ Amanda Beals 


DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT AT REMINGTON’S | Boston | 
“Boston Attitude” with Greg Howell 
IMPROV ASYLUM | Boston | 8 pm | 
“Yankee Swap Death Match” | 10 pm 
|“The Madness” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | Cam- 
bridge | 8 pm | “Tales of a Broken 
Heart” | 10 pm | “The Creat and Se- 
cret Comedy Show 10 pm | “The 
Great and Secret Comedy Show” 
JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY | 
Somerville | 7:30 pm | “Jimmy Tin- 
gle’s American Dream” 

STEVE SWEENEY'S COMEDY CAFE | 
Boston | Dick Doherty 


FRIDAY 23 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

COMEDY STUDIO | Cambridge | Abe 
Smith + Courtney Cronin + Peter 
Bowers + Elisha Yaffe + The Walsh 
Bros + Sarah Blodgett 

IMPROV ASYLUM | Boston | 8 + 10 
pm | “Yankee Swap Death Match” | 
Midnight | “The Night Shift” with 
Late Night Players 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | Cam- 
bridge | 8 + 10 pm | “5th Annual Holi 
day Spectacular” 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY 
Somerville | 7:30 pm | “Jimmy Tin 
gle’s American Dream” 

STEVE SWEENEY'S COMEDY CAFE | 
Boston | Steve Sweeney 


SATURDAY 24 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

IMPROV ASYLUM | Boston | 8 + 10 
pm | “Yankee Swap Death Match” | 
Midnight | “The Midnight Show” 
JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY | 
Somerville | 4 pm | “Jimmy Tingle’s 
American Dream 

STEVE SWEENEY’S COMEDY CAFE 
Boston | Mike Kaplin 

THIRSTY EAR PUB | Cambridge | 
“Hilarium” with Walsh Bros. 


SUNDAY 25 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

EMERALD ISLE | Dorchester | 8 pm | 
“Big Funny Sunday” with Corey 
Manning + Chris Tabb 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | Cam- 
bridge | 8 pm | “Sgt. Culpepper Im. 
prov Jamboree” 


MONDAY 26 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

COMEDY CONNECTION | Boston | 8 
pm | “Amateur Showcase” with 
Kevin Knox 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | “Battle of 
the Comedians” 


TUESDAY 27 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

AN TUA NUA | Boston | 8:30 pm | 
Bragging to Children 

COMEDY CONNECTION | Boston | 
Paul Nardizzi + Robbie Printz 
COMEDY STUDIO | Cambridge | 
“Magic Lounge” 


WEDNESDAY 28 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 


COMEDY. CONNECTION | Boston | 
Harrison Stebbins 

COMEDY STUDIO | Cambridge | 
Steamy Bohemians + Courtney 
Cronin + Greg Thibideau + Robby 
RoadSteamer + Deb Farrar-Parkman 
+ Quinn Collins 

EMERALD ISLE | Dorchester | 8 pm | 
“Open Mic” with Rich Custus 
IMPROV ASYLUM | Boston | 8 pm | 
“Lost in Boston . . . Or How! 
Learned To Love That Dirty Water” 
THE OFFICE | Boston | 10 pm | Kris 
Earle 


THURSDAY 29 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | 8 pm 
| “Tribe Improv” 

COMEDY CONNECTION | Boston | 
8:30 pm | “The R-Rated Hypnotist” 
Frank Santos 

COMEDY STUDIO | Cambridge | “Dan 
Sally Show” with John Lincoln + 
Sean Sullivan + Joe Cronin + Antho 
ny Spencer + Matthew Paschal + 
Adrien Sheldon + Johnny Foran 
DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT AT REMINGTON’S | Boston | 
8 pm | “Comedy Showcase” with Greg 
Howell 

IMPROV ASYLUM | Boston | 8 pm | 
“Yankee Swap Death Match” | At 10 
pm | “The Madness 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | Cam 
bridge | 8 pm | “UnNatural Selection” 
|10 pm | “The Great and Secret Com 
edy Show” 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY | 
Somerville | 7:30 pm | “Jimmy Tin 
gle’s American Dream 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY 22 

WILLIE SORDILLO TRIO | 6 pm | Old 
South Church, 645 Boylston St, 
Boston | Free | 617.425.5159 


SATURDAY 24 

KING'S CHAPEL CHOIR | with 
harpist Barbara Poeschl-Edrich + 
lessons featuring Benjamin Brit- 
ten’s A Ceremony of Carols | 10:30 
pm | King's Chapel, 58 Tremont St, 
Boston | $3 suggested donation | 
617.227.2155 


MONDAY 26 

HOLLADAY JAM TOUR | Bow Wow + 
Omarion + Ciara + Marques Houston 
+ Chris Brown + Trey Songz | 7pm | 
TD Banknorth Carden, 100 Legends 
Way, Boston | $25-$75 | 617.931.2000 


TUESDAY 27 
TRANS-SIBERIAN ORCHESTRA | 3 
+8 pm | TD Banknorth Garden, 100 
Legends Way, Boston | $30.50-$51 | 
617.931.2000 


WEDNESDAY 28 

COLOR FRED + ANTHONY GREEN + 
OWEN | 6 pm | ICC, 557 Cambridge 
St, Allston | $12 | 888.512.SHOW 


THURSDAY 29 
WILLIE SORDILLO TRIO | See listing 
for previous Thurs 





THE PARADISE /969 Commonwealth Ave., BOSTON 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 26"/18+ 


t 


| 


| 


Listen to 101.7 FNX for your chance 
to win tickets into this sold out show! 


101.7 FNX and The Boston Phoenix invite you to 
this season's best concert series. Alternatour! 
We're bringing you the opportunity to see the most 
cutting edge artists in venues all around Boston. 


DOORS OPEN @ 7PM 
GO TO: WWWLFNKRADIO.COM 


BROUGHT 10 YOU BY: 


The New England 
Institute of Art° 


Suminely 





>, BUY a $50 
Dec. 20 - Dec. 24 GIFT CARD & GET 


: Reg. white 
sticker price Dee. 


FREE | 


T | towards a Future 


TOWER RECOM : Dec. 20 - Dec. 24 


& CO 


: ere = purchase at Tower Records 


See bottom of ad for details. 
$10 voucher available while supplies last. Offer ends 12/24/05. 


= THE SEASON'S HOTTEST GAMES ONLY THE SEASON'S HOTTEST DVDs ONLY 


of a igs } 
9 
Each game. These select titles only: Each DVD. These select titles only: 
Be 50 Cent: Bulletproof, Tony Hawk's American Wasteland Fantastic 4, The 40-Year-Oid Virgin ae 
and Star Wars: Battlefront li. and The Polar Express. Each. The lect titles only: 
Sale ends 12/24/05 Sale ends 12/24/05 ee 


Eminem Curtain Call and House of Flying Daggers, Robots and Napoleon Dynamite. 
Johnny Cash The Legend of Johnny Cash Sale ends 12/24/05. 


Sale ends 12/24/05 


Each CD. These select titles only 


Not Sure What Fm te . | WEVEGOT iPOD Nanos 


They Want? ES . i Tower Records has the hard to Find gifts you've been looking For 


Get Them A Tower Records GiFt Card 
ailabilit 
Online prices & offers may vary. Selection varies by store. Some sale pricing ends 12/24/05. 


ry 


GIVE ©) ii # 


CAMBRIDGE \ 
BURLINGTON 


TOWER COM 
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TITANS OF 
THE TUBE 

LOST, ROME, DEADWOOD, 
NO DIRECTION HOME 

by Joyce Millman | p 25 


THE 


YEAR 
1 


| aks mp Bsa (axel 
ld atempeledlouelst-bacx— 


mTEV A NEW HOLIDAY MOVIES FILM STRIPS 


Casanova, Munich, The Producers | pp 6-8 Boston’s most complete capsule reviews 





Garnish Responsibly. 


"BELGIAN WHITE | 


BELGIANESTYLE WHEAT ALE 
“3 


ENJOY A BLUE MOOM AT THESE 
FINE ESTABLISHMENTS 


©2005 BLUE MOON BREWING COMPANY, DENVER, CO-MEMPHIS, TN 
BELGIAN-STYLE WHEAT ALE BREWED WITH NATURAL FLAVORS « BREWED IN THE U.S.A. » BLU003156B 


q 


iL A aN. 
ARIA’S 
Comedy Italian Wedding © 


We've been making 
audiences laugh for over 
13 years in Boston! Join 
us this New Year's Eve 
for a special evening of 
interactive comedy! 


December 31 at 6:30PM 


Doors open 


MORE Interactive COMEDY in 2006! cali 1-800-944-5639 


*The Soprano $ Last Supper comedywedding.com 
ee rel wae larom ite lioMMmelanlihalc-10lal (ola) 
Every Saturday Night in 2006!!! 


aulel item -leletal—ilelt-ii- mide) sig 


cece 


_ new! Gamblin Oil Gift Sets 


Le 98 
aehaasree® 7? 


Studio Easel“ ! 


creativity 


Foro Po 
M-Sat 9-9, Sun 11-6 


FIRST HOUR 
» OF 
PARKING 


° 
e, 
'y 
SELF 
Located on Brookline Ave. at Fullerton Street next to General Cinema 
Fenway Theatre in the Historic Landmark Center. 
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A ROUND-UP OF NOTAE 


THURSDAY 22 


FILM 

Made back in the days when 
criticism was a respected pro- 
fession, William Keighley’s 
1942 adaptation of George S. 
Kaufman & Moss Hart's play 
THE MAN WHO CAME TO DIN- 
NER stars Monty Woolley as 
Sheridan Whiteside, an opin- 
ionated curmudgeon based 
on famed theater critic 
Alexander Woollcott. He set- 
tles into a well-meaning mid- 
dle-class home to convalesce 
after breaking his leg and 
quickly takes over. You'd 
think Bette Davis and Ann 
Sheridan would be more than 
his match, but Woolley steals 
the show with his mordant 
wit and weirdness. It’s free at 
the South Boston Branch Li- 
brary, 646 East Broadway | 6 
pm | 617.268.0180. Whiteside 
is notorious for his subversive 
advice to kids, so he’d be at 
home in Marc Caro & Jean- 
Pierre Jenet’s 1995 film LA CITE 
DES ENFANTS PERDUS|CITY OF 
LOST CHILDREN, a creepily 
imagined fantasy about an 
evil professor who abducts 
children to the nightmarish 
metropolis of the title in 
order to steal their dreams. 
It’s at the Brattle Theatre, 40 
Brattle St, Cambridge | 4:30 + 
7 + 9:30 pm | 617.876.6837. 


SHOPPING 

The HARVARD SQUARE HOLI- 
DAY CRAFT FAIR is going on 
its 20th year of offering an 
alternative marketplace for 
shoppers, with jewelry, pot- 
tery, clothing, and art made 
locally and internationally. 
Better still, it runs through 
Christmas Eve, so even if 
you've waited until the last 
minute, you won't be stuck 
at another mall buying from 
the man. It’s at the First 
Unitarian Church, 3 Church 
St, Cambridge | December 22- 
23: 11am-7 pm; December 
24: 10 am-7 pm | 
413.625.9779. 


FRIDAY 23 


FILM 

Opening today: BREAKFAST 
ON PLUTO, MUNICH, and THE 
RINGER; our reviews are on 
Continued on p 4 
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New Repertory Theatre’s 
A Christmas Carol 


CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
THURSDAY-SATURDAY | The annual attack of the 
began in mid November, and at critical 
mass almost a dozen New England theaters were 
boiling the old miser in his own pudding. But if 
you've failed to get your spoonful of Dickensian 
redemption, the last three days before Christmas 
tf last chance, NEW REPERTORY 
Closes down its new production of A 
Guise one that’s rich in social con- 
science and caroling, at the Arsenal Center for 
the Arts | December 22 @ 7 pm; December 23 @ 8 
pm; December 24 @ 3 pm | $35-$53 | 617.923. vg 
NORTH SHORE MUSIC THEATRE winds up its 
special-effects-laden 17th edition of the holiday 


_ staple with David Coffee in his 14th turn as the 


aiinaie thined entiie |Devemberssariea+ > 
ancient ee. 
pn Son tallest lode dbp ote 

its ann to 
the bah-humbugger, in which Scrooge actually 
flies | December 22 @ 7 pm; December 23 @ 2 +7 


pm; So a $15- 
$45 for children | 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


| ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT 


WEEK 


_EDITED BY REGIS AHERN 


FIRST NIGHT —— 


006 


BRING OUT THE LIGHTS 


BY SARAH TOMLINSON 


Boston has bragging rights to the oldest and largest 

Year's Eve soiree in North America, and this year First 
Night turns 30. In three decades, it’s grown fron 
ent, creatively inclined party into an eciect wide 
tion that finds hundreds of performers entertaining a million 
button-wearing revelers. That's a lot of merrymaking. So here 
are a few highlights to help you plan your festivities. Events are 
scheduled from noon to midnight on December 31 
The Grand Procession has always delivered a bit of Mardi 
Gras-flavored carousing at the heart of First Night, and this year 
the riotous pageant of musicians, performers, and puppets has 
been christened “in the Spirit of New Orleans” to honor the Gulf 
Coast’s music and culture. The parade convenes at Hynes 
Convention Center, 900 Boylston Street, at 5:30 pm, travels 
down Boylston, and lands at the corner of Charles and Beacon, 
ending with an 11-minute fireworks display on the Common 
that'll start at 7:10. The air of winter wonderland will extend 
throughout the city thanks to ice sculptures that'll include Don 
Chappelie’s Here Fishy Fishy at Brewers Fountain (behind the 
Park Street T station) and Imagination by Steve Rose and David 
Peterson at the Boston Common Frog Pond 

The MCCA Family Festival takes place from 1 to 5 pm at the 
Hynes Convention Center. Hip kids and parents know about Mr. 
Ray, who once played with Meat Loaf and 
now dishes out pop rock with punch for 
kids ages one to nine. He performs 
on the Kidstage at 3:30 and 4:45 
pm. Or you can get swept up in “The 
Enchanted Village,” an animated 
miniature re-creation of a turn-of- 
the-century New England village 
that’s in operation all afternoon 
in Exhibition Hall A. See why 
the Boston Parents’ Paper 
named Bonaparte the enter- 
tainer of the year when he 
makes magic at 3:30 and 
4:45 pm in Exhibit Hall C. 

There's also hands-on arts 
and crafts, dance, music 
and puppets all day. 

Among the night’s musical 
highlights is another big anniver- 
sary soiree, as folk grande dame 
Odetta celebrates her 75th birth- 
day, and the New Year, with sets 
at 8:45 and 9:45 pm at the 
Berklee Performance Center 
(136 Mass Ave). Sensitive 
singer-songwriter Duncan 
Sheik headlines the 
Orpheum (1 Hamilton 
Place) at 8:30 and 10:30 
pm; he's joined by 
local blues-rock 
movers and shak- 
ers the Gentlemen, 


who play at 7:30 and 9:30 pm. 
Continued on p 4 
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Continued from p 3 

Power-pop upstarts Furvis serenade the city on 
Boston Common from 10 pm to midnight; 
Sukey Tawdry brings the saucy cabaret of “The 
Good Girl Lament” to the Boston Public Library 
(700 Boylston St) at 7:30 and 8:45 pm. And per- 
cussionist/composer and sculptor the Junkman 
(Donal Knaack) performs on recycled materials 
with pioneering turntablist Mister Rourke from 
9:30 pm to midnight in Copley Square. 

Music fans with a predilection for unusual in- 
novations will appreciate the US premiere of 
Tundravoice America, the collaboration between 
Taiwanese sculptor Yin Peet and Hungarian 
sculptor/musician Viktor Lois, who will create 
original improvisations on instruments they've 
sculpted themselves at the Hynes from 7:30 to 
11 pm. The Gilad Barkan Quartet performs a 
mélange of jazz, traditional Israeli music, and 
Brazilian and African rhythms at 7:30 pm at the 
Berklee Performance Center. On the classical 
side, the New England Conservatory Symphony 
is joined by storyteller jay O'Callahan for The 
Story of Peer Gynt at St. Paul's Cathedral (138 
Tremont St) at 7:30 and 8:45 pm. The First 
Church of Christ, Science (175 Huntington Ave) 
hosts a recital in the Mother Church on one of 
the world’s largest organs at 7:30 pm. King’s 
Chapel (58 Tremont St) music director Heinrich 
Christensen performs Bach on the that church's 
historic C.B. Fisk organ at 9 pm. 


Big news for Japanese anime fans this year: 
the Japanese Anime series includes the pre- 
miere of the English-language dub of Macross, 
one of three Japanese sci-fi series woven to- 
gether to form the beloved anime epic Robo- 
tech. It screens at 1:30 pm in Room 100 at the 
Hynes; the series runs through 10:30 pm. And 
you can catch the art-house offerings at the 
“First Night Film Festival,” which screens all 
evening in Hynes Room 312. Boston-based film- 
maker Andrew Bujalski (Funny Ha Ha) offers an 
ode to struggling indie-rock musicians in 
Mutual Appreciation, with Justin Rice of the 
band Bishop Allen, at 7:30 pm; New York Doll, 
the tender-hearted tribute to Arthur “Killer” 
Kane, the former bassist of glam-rock gender- 
benders the New York Dolls, screens at 9:30 pm. 
“Women in Comedy” finds host Tony V acting 
as the master, er, mistress of ceremonies on 
First Night's Comedy Stage between 7:30 and 
11 pm in Exhibit Hall D of the Hynes. The show 
will include Kelly MacFarland, a veteran of 
NBC's hit show The Biggest Loser, and 
Dorchester gal Deb Farrar-Parkman, a founder 
of the annual “Women of Color in Comedy 
Festival.” The night’s dance performances in- 
clude the Boston premiere of four new pieces 
by Monkeyhouse at 7:30 and 8:30 pm at John 
Hancock Hall (180 Berkeley St) and Prome- 
theus Dance in two audience favorites, Crazy 
Girl and La Giornata Gmicida, also at the 
Hancock, at 9:30 and 10:30 pm. And a con- 
densed Urban Nutcracker, the revamped holi- 
day favorite, is presented by BalletRox at 3:30 
and 4:45 pm at the Hynes. © 


The FIRST NIGHT BUTTON, which affords admis- 
sion to all First Night Events, is $15 and is avail- 

able at Shaw's/Star Markets, Store 24s, Borders 

Books and Music, the MFA, the Isabella Stewart 
Gardner Museum, and a variety of other outlets | 
617.542.1399 or www.firstnight.org. 


Monkeyhouse 


DON 
CHAPPELLE 
Ice-sculpting 
for First Night. 


Continued from p 3 

pages 6, 7, and 8. Note also 
that the Kendall Square is 
reviving David Lean’s great 
1962 epic LAWRENCE OF 
ARABIA. 

Who knew that Berlin 
could be the locus of holi- 
day films? You can come 
to the Kit Kat Klub for 
Kristmas in CABARET, Bob 
Fosse’s 1972 Oscar-winning 
adaptation of his Broadway 
hit, with Liza Minnelli as 
hopelessly romantic Sally 
Bowles, Michael York as 
the not-so-gay version of 
Christopher Isherwood, 
and Joel Grey as the MC of 
the deliciously decadent 
Weimar Berlin title dive. 
Half a century later, 
things are still grim over 
the Reichstag in Wim 
Wenders’s 1987 DER HIMMEL 
OBER BERLIN|WINGS OF 
DESIRE, as black-and-white 
angel Bruno Ganz seeks 
happiness with Technicolor 
trapeze artist Solveig 
Dommartin after getting 
tips on life as a mortal from 
Peter Falk. It’s an imagina- 
tive pairing at the Brattle 
Theatre, 40 Brattle St, 
Cambridge | Wings of Desire @ 
4:30 + 9:30 pm; Cabaret @7 
pm | 617.876.6837. 


SATURDAY 24 


FILM 

Paul Reubens might not be 
such a Christmas favorite 
since his 1991 run-in with 
Nurse Nancy and the Sarasota 
Vice Squad, but his 1985 
big-screen debut, PEE- 
WEE’S BIG ADVENTURE, still 
evokes the holiday spirit 
with its child-like inno- 
cence and vague creepi- 
ness. Give credit to Tim 
Burton, whose first feature 
imbues the TV fairyland of 
Pee-wee’s Playhouse, not to 
mention the landscape of 
Middle America, with his 
trademark surreality as the 
title naif searches for his 
beloved bike, which is be- 
lieved hidden in the base- 
ment of the Alamo. It 
screens today and tomor- 
row at the Brattle Theatre, 
40 Brattle St, Cambridge | 
December 24 @ 12:30 + 2:30 
+ 4:30 pm; December 25 @ 
5:30 + 7:30 + 9:30 pm | 
617.876.6837. 


SUNDAY 25 


FILM 

If you're looking for some- 
thing to fill your day, you 
may find it at the multi- 
plex, where CASANOVA, THE 
PRODUCERS, RUMOR HAS IT, 


and WOLF CREEK will be 
opening. Our reviews are 
on pages 6 and 8. 


MONDAY 26 


FILM 

The presents have been un- 
wrapped, the family squab- 
bles are over, and now you 
can sit down to INSOMNIA 
(1997), Swedish director Erik 
Skjoldbjzrg’s disturbing, 
expertly rendered neo-noir 
cop flick that stars Stellan 
Skarsgard as a Swedish de- 
tective investigating a 
teenage girl’s murder ina 
small town near Oslo. 
Paired with it is an equally 
downbeat crime story, Akira 
Kurosawa’s 1963 HIGH AND 
LOW, in which Toshiro Mi- 
fune plays a wealthy man 
whose chauffeur’s son has 
been mistaken for his own 
and kidnapped for ransom. 
Both are at the Brattle The- 
atre, 40 Brattle St, Cam- 
bridge | Insomnia @ 5 + 9:45 
pm; High and Low @ 7 pm | 
617.876.6837. 


TUESDAY 27 


FILM 

Those moved by Brokeback 
Mountain might like to take 
another look at screenwriter 
Larry McMurtry’s first big 
hit, and director Peter Bog- 
danovich’s, back in 1971: 
THE LAST PICTURE SHOW. In 
a dusty Texas town in the 
’50s, two teenage pals face 
the future. So do stars Tim- 
othy Bottoms (seen in 
cameo in Brokeback), Jeff 
Bridges, and Cybill Shep- 
herd, for whom this was 
their breakout film. More 
flamboyant but equally 
somber is Douglas Sirk’s 
1956 Texas melodrama 
WRITTEN ON THE WIND, in 
which Robert Stack’s play- 
boy and Rock Hudson’s 
straight arrow face woman 
trouble in the forms of Lau- 
ren Bacall and Dorothy Mal- 
one. It’s yet another intri- 
guing pairing at the Brattle 
Theatre, 40 Brattle St, Cam- 
bridge | Written on the Wind @ 5 
+ 9:30 pm; The Last Picture 
Show @ 7 pm | 617.876.6837. 


MUSEUMS 

Or this could be a day to 
catch up on those museum 
shows you've been meaning 
to see, particularly since the 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS and 
the ISABELLA STEWART GARD- 
NER MUSEUM are just a 
stone’s throw from each oth- 
er. The MFA has extended 
“Ansel Adams” through Jan- 
uary 4, and it’s just opened 


“Facets of Cubism,” with 
work by Picasso, Braque, 
and more. The Gardner has 
just opened another of its 
jewel-like special-exhibi- 
tion-room shows, “Bellini 
and the East,” which tracks 
the 15th-century visit of 
Gentile Bellini (Ciovanni’s 
forgotten brother) to Con- 
stantinople as court painter 
to Mehmet II. | MFA @ 465 
Huntington Ave, Boston | 
10 am-4:45 pm | $15 | 
617.267.9300 or 

www. mfa.org | Gardner 
Museum @ 280 the Fenway, 
Boston | 11 am-5 pm | $10 | 
617.566.1401 or Www. 
gardnermuseum.org. 


WEDNESDAY 28 


CIRCUS 

Stephen Sondheim knew ro- 
mance could be a circus 
when he sent in the 
clowns. Vermont-based 
Nimble Arts picks up on the 
same notion in THE LOVE 
SHOW, which plays today 
and tomorrow at Water- 
town’s new Arsenal Center 
for the Arts. It’s a “circus 
romp” featuring aerialists 
and jugglers, not to men- 
tion a wife who stands on 
her husband’s head, all out 
to illustrate love gone hilar- 
iously awry. The Arsenal 
Center is at 321 Arsenal St, 
Watertown | December 28-29 
@2+7pm| $30-$40; dis- 
counts for students, chil- 
dren under 12, and Arsenal 
Center for the Arts mem- 
bers | 617.923.8487. 


THURSDAY 23 


THEATER 

An actor and former mem- 
ber of LA’s The Groundlings, 
Ann Randolph worked the 
graveyard shift at a home- 
less center for mentally ill 
women, and she’s written a 
one-woman multi-charac- 
ter show about it. SQUEEZE 
BOX was selected Best Solo 
Show by both the LA Weekly 
and the Los Angeles Times; in 
New York it was produced 
by Mel Brooks and Anne 
Bancroft, who fell in love 
with it, and became a 2004 
Off Broadway hit. Now 

it’s getting its regional 
premiere. Watch Ann do 
social work “while pursuing 
Harold, the accordionist 

of her dreams,” through 
January 22 at Merrimack 
Repertory Theatre, 50 East 
Merrimack St, Lowell | 
$34-$55; half-price student 
rush 5-8 pm day of perform- 
ance | 978.454.3926 or 

www. merrimackrep.org. 
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LAST DAYS 
Looking for the 
moment of truth. 
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2005 § 


Walking the indie line 


tar Wars and Batman and Harry Potter 
and Narnia and King Kong may have 
made the big bucks in 2005, but 
for the most part it was indie and 
low-budget films that made the 
biggest impression. Here’s my Top 10: 


@ LAST DAYS 


In Gus Van Sant’s transcendent film, a 
death watch over a musician much like 
Kurt Cobain, Michael Pitt’s Blake isa 
ghost in his own house. Although the 
place might be inescapable, the time spent 
there is fluid. Van Sant cuts up the narra- 
tive and pastes it together with repeti- 
tions, sometimes from different points of 
view. Like the camera always drawn back 
to the house of doom, the editing returns 
to some moment of truth. The shotgun to 
the head? Don’t be so sure. Near the end, 
Blake sings: “It’s long, lonely journey from 
death to birth.” Viewers will agree, and 
some will find it worth the trip. 


@ THE SQUID AND THE WHALE 
Some things you don’t expect movies to do 
very well. Tone. Point of view. Stories 
about teenagers that aren’t exploitative. 
Noah Baumbach does them all. Then 
again, it’s his story. Jeff Daniels, who 
plays the father, wears the kind of clothes 
Baumbach’s father did during that period, 
and that same authenticity applies to the 
rest of the cast. And as close as he is to the 
story, Baumbach doesn’t impose meaning 
but instead allows it to form its own 
epiphanies. 


@ DARWIN'S NIGHTMARE 

Hubert Sauper points out that Lake Victo- 
ria, the birthplace of humanity, might al- 
so foretell humanity’s death. Once a teem- 
ing habitat, Victoria now has one species 
— the Nile perch. It’s eaten everything 
else; now it’s eating its own young. Sound 
like a metaphor for capitalism? As the 
mainstay of the Tanzanian economy, the 
perch fillets fly out to rich people in Eu- 
rope while the heads are left for the locals. 
Sauper tracks down each nuance of this 
nightmare like a photojournalist, but also 
like an artist. It’s a metaphor that is poet- 
ic, and real. 


@ 2046 
The title of Wong Kar-wai's film refers to 
the date in which the hero sets his pulp 
sci-fi stories, But 2046 is also the number 
of the hotel room he lives next to. He 
keeps tabs on the changing tenants, all 
women with whom he engages in destruc- 
tive romances. Some of these women 
reappear in his science-fiction story as 
melancholy androids, but all are lost 
through inaction, folly, or the simple pas- 
sage of time. What’s the point? Perhaps 

~ thatis’s nopthe love'that’s lost but the - 


THE SQUID AND THE WHALE Noah Baumbach allows his story to form its own epiphanies. 


moment, and the loser is condemned to 
relive it forever. 


© CAPOTE 


In 1959, Truman Capote takes a break 
from his Manhattan partying to investi- 
gate a mass murder in Kansas for the New 
Yorker. An article turns into a book and an 
obsession as Capote is drawn to the two 
killers, especially the pitiful Perry Smith. 
Smith will be the muse that in- 

spires Capote’s masterpiece. But 

for Capote to finish, Smith must 

die. Talk about a deadline. Director 
Bennett Miller and actor Philip 

Seymour Hoffman approach their 

film with dark hilarity, but at 

heart Capote is as cold a look at the 
boundaries of art and life as was 

the book that inspired it. 


© WALK THE LINE 

For most, Johnny Cash is an icon, 
the man in black draped in plati- 
tudes. Not in James Mangold’s ver- 
sion. Guilt lies behind the inky 
garb, driving Cash to Hell and re- 
demption. As Cash, Joaquin 
Phoenix seems slow and gentle, but 
he’s got crazy eyes; what makes 
him walk the line is his “angel,” 
June Carter (an ebullient Reese 
Witherspoon). Phoenix’s perform- 
ance transcends mimicry: he trans- 
forms himself, as did Cash, from a 
chaos of-rage and talent into the . « 


voice that tames the savage beasts of Fol- 
som prison and wins the heart of the 
woman he loves. 


@ GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD LUCK 
Before there was Fox News, there was Ed- 
ward R. Murrow. In the 1950s on his TV 
program See It Now, Murrow took on the 
powers that be and made them come 
clean. His biggest fish was Senator Joseph 


McCarthy, the demagogue behind the Red 
Scare. George Clooney re-creates this his- 
tory with meticulous and stirring verve 
and detail. He keeps the intensity high 
with overlapping sound and a roving 
camera reminiscent of Robert Altman, 
and the black-and-white photography 
evokes a world inside a kinescope tube. 
But it’s David Strathairn’s Murrow — 
arch, chain-smoking, undaunted — who 
makes the movie. 


GEGEN DIE WAND|HEAD-ON 
The opening scene of German director 
Fatih Akin’s masterpiece lives up to both 
its German title and the English transla- 
tion: Cahit, a Turkish Berliner, drives his 
car into a wall. He ends up in a psych 
ward where suicidal fellow Turk Sibel 
targets him. The only way she can free 
herself from her family is by marrying a 
Turkish man; the only way Cahit can free 
himself from tragic memories is by mar 
rying Sibel. So why doesn’t this marriage 
of inconvenience work out? Such reason 
able arrangements don’t figure on the 
unknowns of love and jealousy. Gegen die 
Wand is an exhilarating experience; the 
performances crackle, and Akin’s dynam- 
ic editing, dark imagery, and hip sound- 
track enliven its downbeat themes. 


@ A HISTORY OF VIOLENCE 


The title of David Cronenberg’s graphic 
novel adaptation is open to interpretation. 
Does it refer to a perp’s bloody past? The 
causes of such behavior? Or maybe all his- 
tory, for what history isn’t one of violence? 
The film addresses each of these defini- 
tions with cold-blooded efficiency and 
cryptic detachment. Tom Stall, proprietor 
of a small-town diner, wears an 
apron until two thugs walk into 
his establishment and he has to 
act. Thereafter, Tom no longer 
knows himself, and his history 
threatens to turn into his fate. 
Cronenberg traces violence to its 
origins and demonstrates its ef- 
fects with graphic brutality. 


GRIZZLY MAN 

For years, grizzly advocate Timothy 
Treadwell lived with the bears in 
Alaska, making videos of his inter- 
actions. Then he, and his girl- 
friend, got eaten. Most of the 
footage in Werner Herzog’s portrait 
is Treadwell’s own: on screen he’s 
a mix of goody-goodiness and 
conflicted emotions, a Mr. Rogers 
with issues. The bears look on with 
good-natured contempt; a pair of 
foxes steal the show. In the end, as 
Herzog puts it, Treadwell justified 
his cause by making great cinema. 


_Beter Keough , 
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_BY PETER KEQUGH 


O90 
CASANOVA 


DIRECTED BY LASSE HALLSTROM | WRITTEN BY 
JEFFREY HATCHER, KIMBERLY SIMI, AND MICHAEL 
CRISTOFER | WITH HEATH LEDGER. SIENNA MILLER, 
JEREMY IRONS, OLIVER PLATT, AND LENA OLIN | A 
TOUCHSTONE PICTURES RELEASE | 108 MINUTES 


OPENS DECEMBER 25: BOSTON COMMON + 
KENDALL SQUARE 


Casanova (Heath Ledger) has cleaned up 
his act in Lasse Hallstr6m’s engaging ro- 
mantic-comedy version of his life; he’s 
tamed the debauchery down to a tepid but 
bawdy “R” and learned to respect women 
and family values. As we’re shown in the 
introduction, where the crapulous roué 
pens his memoirs by candlelight, the se- 
duction we’re about to see was not one of 
those recorded in the final cut of his 3700- 
page Histoire de ma vie. Those interested in 
the real deal might want to check out Felli- 
ni’s 1976 extravaganza with Donald Suther- 
land; a comparison of its overripe ennui 
with Lasse Hallstr6m’s post-American Pie 
puerility here tells a lot about what’s hap- 


_BY PETER KEOUGH 


SOGOU 


BREAKFAST 
ON PLUTO 


DIRECTED BY NEIL JORDAN | WRITTEN BY NEIL 
JORDAN AND PATRICK McCABE BASED ON McCABE’S 
NOVEL | WITH CILLIAN MURPHY, LIAM NEESON, 
RUTH NEGGA, LAURENCE KINLAN, STEPHEN REA, 
BRENDAN GLEESON, |AN HART, BRYAN FERRY, AND 
GAVIN FRIDAY | A SONY CLASSICS RELEASE | 129 
MINUTES 


OPENS DECEMBER 23: KENDALL SQUARE 


Although based on the Patrick McCabe 
novel (he also co-wrote the screenplay), 
Breakfast on Pluto serves up ingredients 

from almost every other Neil Jordan film. 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


Rake’s 
progress 


Casanova dabbles in farce and feminism 


BREAKFAST ON PLUTO 
Can great clothes, a passion 
for Bobby Goldsboro, and an 
all-forgiving fantasy life 

overcome terrorist bombs? 


pened to sex in the cinema over the past 
three decades. 

Hallstr6m, in fact, seems to have gone 
even farther back for his inspiration: Tony 
Richardson’s 1963 Tom Jones. The sly and 
sleek Ledger starts his adventures in a very 
Albert Finney way, pulling up his trousers 
and grabbing his boots as he flees discov- 
ery in an inappropriate boudoir, the bed- 
chamber of a novitiate. Chased across the 
rooftops of a lushly realized 18th-century 
Venice by the local vice squad, he finds 
brief refuge in a university auditorium 
where “Bernardo Guardi” is scandalizing 
the faculty by preaching the equality of 
women. Nabbed and sentenced to hang 
for heresy and immorality, Casanova 
eludes his fate by promising to marry and 
settle down. 

A snowballing of disguises, mistaken 
identities, near-escapes, raunchy ex- 
changes, and broad comedy follows, all 
ending in a crescendo of confrontations 
and unmaskings at the inevitable 
Carnevale. Although a lot of this is trite 
and obvious, especially in the beginning, 
Hallstrom deserves credit just for keeping 
all the twists, subplots, and narrative re- 





The quare fellow 


Neil Jordan cooks up a zesty Breakfast on Pluto 


Start with the theme of hopeless love 
common to them all, add elements of the 
IRA from Angel and The Crying Game, mix in 
the latter film’s gender bending, fold in 
the search for the lost mother from The 
Miracle, garnish with the exploding win- 
dow from The End of the Affair, and top with 
generous helpings of ham. The finished 
product might be overdone and in bad 
taste, but like the best of Jordan’s work, 
it does satisfy. 

The ham comes courtesy of Cillian 
Murphy as cross-dressing Candide Patrick 
“Kitten” Braden. It will take time to get 
her voice out of your mind — it hovers 
somewhere between Ben Stiller imitating 
Marilyn Monroe in Zoolander and the 
Lucky Charms Leprechaun — as she spins 
the fairy-tale version of the story of her 















versals untangled. Even his crudest gags 
(an obese man kissing a woman on an up- 
turned gondola) have at least two enten- 
dres (his weight and his state of arousal). 
The disguises begin with the above- 
mentioned Guardi — it’s the nom de guerre of 
Francesca Bruni (a spunky Sienna Miller), 
a pre-Mary Wollstonecraft agitator who 
like Casanova is having troubles with the 
local Inquisition, which is now headed by 
the insufferable Bishop Pucci (Jeremy 
Irons), brought in from Rome to bring un- 
ruly Venice to heel. Casanova can’t resist 
her, she plays hard to get, and the movie 
plays even harder to get them together. 
In a sense, Casanova the film wears a dis- 





life. Born at a bad time in a bad place — 
the town of Tyreelin on the northern bor- 
der of the Republic in 1958 — she’s further 
cursed by her parentage: Father Bernard 
(Liam Neeson) by way of housekeeper and 
Mitzi Gaynor look-alike Eily Bergin (Eva 
Birthistle). Mother leaves him on dad’s 
doorstep and is “swallowed up by Lon- 
don.” Dad fobs her off on a local harridan. 
Unloved and fabulous, Kitten copes by 
dressing up and dreaming. 

Her wit and whimsy and disregard for 
reality keep her going, as do her child- 
hood friends Charlie (Ruth Negga) and Ir- 
win (Laurence Kinlan). But when those 
two grow up and fall in love with each 
other and the latter gravitates toward a 
Republican cause that leaves blood in the 
streets of Tyreelin, Kitten sets off on a pic- 
aresque search for her lost mother, trans- 
forming her tawdry encounters into the 
glamorous stuff of kitsch. 

As she seeks her only love, others 
make her the object of theirs. Kitten 
hooks up first with Billy Hatchet (Gavin 
Friday), leader of the singing Mohawks, 
but her stint as a squaw sharing duets 
with Billy ends in a rain of beer bottles. 





PLAYING HARD TO GET Hailstrém’s characters wear masks, and so does his film. 













guise too, and under its mask of frivolous 
diversion might lie deeper issues. The In- 
quisition has targeted Casanova for his 
nonconformist libertinism, but it’s really 
using him as a patsy to get at his city 
state’s independence, a situation very sim- 
ilar to that in Ken Russell’s Fellini-esque 
The Devils. And the dizzying fluidity of false 
identities — in the end, no one is who he 
or she started out to be — touches on the 
existential anxiety inciting compulsive 
sexual behavior like the hero’s. In the 
charming buffoonery of Heath Ledger’s 
portrayal of the consummate seducer and 
liar, the painted mask of Fellini’s vision 
lurks like a death’s head. © 


She heads to London and, failing in her 
quest, settles into the city’s glam-rock 
dregs. After donning a Womble costume 
in a theme park, putting in a stint asa 
streetwalker, and getting stalked by a se- 
rial killer played by Bryan Ferry, she part- 
ners in the magic show of smitten Bertie 
(Stephen Rea). The latter act parodies Jor- 
dan’s own filmmaking, Kitten’s broken 
heart mocked by phony miracles. 
Although farce dominates the mood, 
Jordan sides with the sentimental dream- 
er. Narrated by Kitten in coyly titled 
chapters, shot in bubblegum colors 
dimly lit as if by a dying fire, and backed 
by a soundtrack of every bad song from 
the early ’70s (and some great ones too), 
the film insists that great clothes, a pas- 
sion for Bobby Goldsboro, and an all-for- 
giving fantasy life can overcome terrorist 
bombs and interrogations by Scotland 
Yard. Unlike Jordan’s more tragic ver- 
sions of the same story — Mona Lisa, The 
Crying Game — this one is told from the 
point of view of the elusive object of de- 
sire, not the hapless saps chasing after 
her. Maybe on Pluto they can finally have 
breakfast together. © 
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Avner’s list 


Spielberg takes on terror and revenge in Munich 


_BY PETER KEOUGH 
ooo® 
MUNICH 


DIRECTED BY STEVEN SP'ti BERG | WRITTEN BY 
TONY KUSHNER AND ERIC ROTH BASED ON THE 
BOOK VENGEANCE BY GEORGE JONAS | WITH 
ERIC BANA, DANIEL CRAIG, CIARAN HINDS, 
MATHIEU KASSOVITZ, HANNS ZISCHLER, AYELET 
ZURER, GEOFFREY RUSH, MICHAEL LONSDALE, 
MATHIEU AMALRIC, AND LYNN COHEN | A 
UNIVERSAL PICTURES RELEASE ! 160 MINUTES 


OPENS DECEMBER 23: BOSTON COMMON + FEN- 
WAY + HARVARD SQUARE + CIRCLE + SUBURBS 


What is it with Steven Spielberg and 
flashbacks? In Saving Private Ryan, an an- 
cient soldier recalls Omaha Beach in gris- 
ly detail; the problem is, he wasn’t there. 
In Munich, the kidnapping and massacre 
of 11 Israeli athletes by Black September 
during the 1972 Olympics unfolds with 
harrowing precision in the recurring 
nightmares of someone who saw it only 
on TV. A remarkable accomplishment, 
since none of the victims survived and the 
actual events took time and painstaking 
analysis to unravel. Whatever their value 
as a cinematic device, such flashbacks 
don’t inspire much confidence in histori- 
cal accuracy or psychological insight. 

Of course, their purpose is not to illu- 
minate but to manipulate, to reduce the 
irresolvable issues surrounding a horrible 
truth into a comforting platitude. A buzz 
word like “home,” which is repeated in 
Munich with the relentlessness of a 
mantra or an interrogation. Home is 
where Avner (Eric Bana), a marginal 
Mossad agent, sees the broadcast of the 
siege’s botched and bloody conclusion. 
He’s more concerned with his pregnant 
wife (Ayelet Zurer) and their future than 
with the nation’s tragedy. But history has 
a Way tracking us down, even in a Spiel- 
berg movie. Called in for a meeting with 


Prime Minister Golda Meir and the top brass 
of Israeli intelligence, Avner is put in charge 
of “Wrath of God.” He’s given a list — the 
names of those believed to be responsible for 
the massacre. 

Which means assassinations. Although 
reassured by his wryly sinister case worker 
Ephraim (Geoffrey Rush), Avner has no ex- 
perience in such matters. Neither do the 
men assigned to him, a motley band includ- 
ing South African Steve (Daniel Craig), Ger- 
man Hans (Hanns Zischler), Belgian Robert 
(Mathieu Kassovitz) and spectral veteran 
Carl (Ciaran Hinds). Their experience ranges 
from selling antiques to building cuckoo 
clocks. A melting pot of citizen soldiers, just 
like the squad in Ryan. 

They fast learn the trade and lose their 
innocence, gunning down a Palestinian 
poet in Rome and blowing up an academic 
in Paris. The details of their work fasci- 
nate, and the cast is outstanding; Spiel- 
berg would be the best Mission Impossible di- 
rector ever. But after every entertaining 
rub-out, the boys have second thoughts, 
and the film drifts off into unconvincing 
speeches and discussions. Are their tar- 
gets really legitimate? Are they any better 
than the terrorists if they use the same 
methods? “I think anyone is capable of 
anything,” Avner complains to his wife 
on the rare occasion when he’s able to 
sneak home. 

Based on George Jonas’s 1986 book 
Vengeance, a much disputed account of a dis- 
affected Mossad agent’s participation in the 
retribution campaign (Aaron J. Klein’s re- 
cent Striking Back supplies perhaps more co- 
gent and devastating revelations), Spiel- 
berg’s film, unlike Syriana, has the guts to 
deal with realities. But he can’t help reduc- 
ing them to simplistic sentimentality. In 
the end, “home” is where Avner’s, and the 
film’s, heart is. A better word to embrace 
might have been “truth.” © 


HIS FILM HAS GUTS, but Spielberg can’t help reducing them to simplistic sentimentality. 
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CHEAPER BY 

THE DOZEN 2 

93 MINUTES | OPENED DECEMBER 
21: BOSTON COMMON + FENWAY 
+ FRESH POND + CHESTNUT HILL 
+ SUBURBS 

This sequel to a remake, all 
based on a book about the 
challenges of steering a 
large brood, tries to 
multiply the comic 

effect by tossing in 

the Murtaughs’ 
groomed-for-success 

eight with the Bak- 

ers’ live-and-let-live 

12. For the most part, direc- 
tor Adam Shankman keeps 
the mayhem comprehensi- 
ble. The mishmash occurs 
over Labor Day weekend, on 
a quiet resort lake in Wis- 
consin. The Murtaughs have 
a palatial lakefront spread; 
the Bakers are crammed into 
a musty cabin. What ensues 






Nathan Lane 
Uma Thurman 
Matthew Broderick 


OO 









is a dick-waving contest be- 
tween the two prideful pa- 
triarchs and a Meatballs-es- 
que run-off of clans. Eugene 
Levy as Jimmy Murtaugh 
(with a surprisingly good 
Carmen Electra as his hot 
young thang) is the perfect 
foil for Steve Martin’s Tom 
Baker. Alyson Stoner comes 


TRAILERS 


into her own as the tomboy- 
ish Sarah Baker, who’s 
anxious about her first 
crush. Bonnie Hunt provides 
the matriarchal backbone, 
and former tween queen 
Hilary Duff lounges around 
like an unwanted side of 
cauliflower. 

_Tom Meek 


THE PRODUCERS 


132 MINUTES | OPENS DECEMBER 25: BOSTON 
COMMON + FENWAY + HARVARD SQUARE + 


CIRCLE + SUBURBS 


Cut and pasted directly from the Broad- 
way smash, with many of the same 
personnel, Susan Stroman’s bloated 
version of The Producers offers proof that 
you can almost entertain an audience 
into submission. One boisterous num- 


ber follows another, and 


“Prisoners of Love” rolls around, you 


feel as if you’d had too m 


pagne. The story unites a washed-up 
producer (Nathan Lane) and a corrupt- 


@OO 
FUN WITH 

DICK AND JANE 

87 MINUTES | OPENED DECEMBER 
21: BOSTON COMMON + FENWAY 
+ FRESH POND + CIRCLE + 
SUBURBS 

The rare remake that feels 
relevant in these post-Enron 
times, Dean Parisot’s updat- 
ing of the 1977 George Segal/ 
Jane Fonda film stars Jim 
Carrey and Téa Leoni as a 
typically overextended 
American couple. When he 
loses his job at an Enron-like 
company, they turn to a life 
of crime to support their up- 
scale ways. Carrey tones 
down his shtick, and Leoni 
shows a flair for physical 
comedy, but they can’t rise 
above an anemic script. In- 
teresting racial issues are 
left unexplored, including 
subplots where Carrey 
hangs out with itinerant 





























































































































the architects of a backfiring get-rich- 
quick scheme. Neither actor shines as 


bright as Uma Thurman playing the 


by the time 


uch cham- 


ible accountant (Matthew Broderick) as 


Swedish secretary or Gary Beach and 
Roger Bart as the queenly director of 
Springtime for Hitler and his “common-law 
assistant,” who push gay caricature to 
wrist-snapping heights. Purists will 
miss the crassness and chutzpah that 
made Mel Brooks’s 1968 film a cult item, 
but the Technicolor palette and zany ab- 
surdity seem fresh in the wake of over- 
serious, drearily colored star vehicles like 
Chicago and Moulin Rouge. 


Chris Wangler 
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workers and their young son 
speaks Spanish learned from 
the family maid. The ca- 
pers, after a few bungled at- 
tempts, lack madcap hu- 
mor, and the extended 
showdown between Carrey 
and his corrupt boss (a fan- 
tastically deadpan Alec Bald- 
win) feels like a lesson about 
what we learned from En- 
ron. The most sincere mo- 
ment comes during the cred- 
its, when the real-life corpo- 
rate assholes get a special 
thank-you for making the 
film possible. 

Brooke Holgerson 
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THE RINGER 

94 MINUTES | OPENS DECEMBER 
23: BOSTON COMMON + FENWAY 
+ FRESH POND + SUBURBS 

The irreverent Farrelly 
Brothers executive-produce 
this comedy with heart that 
delves into seemingly taboo 
territory: the Special 
Olympics and the intellec- 
tually challenged. The good 
news is that the film han- 
dles its subject with care 
and sensitivity. The bad 
news is that it doesn’t have 
the teeth you’d expect from 
the Farrellys (There’s Some- 
thing About Mary) or its star, 
Johnny Knoxville, who 
made his dime on Jackass. 
Knoxville’s Steve Baker is an 
office peon who accidental- 
ly, through an act of kind- 
ness, is responsible for a 
janitor’s losing most of his 
hand. The necessary opera- 
tion costs more than Steve 
has, so he and his gam- 
bling-addicted uncle (Brian 
Cox) decide to fix the Special 
Olympics with Steve posing 
as an entrant named Jeffy’ 
Dahmer (a lame allusion to 
the serial killer). Actual 








RUMOR HAS IT... 
Aniston is right for the role 
but not for the tired script. 


THE RINGER Lacking the teeth you'd expect from the Farrellys. 


Special Olympics athletes 
fill out the ensemble and 
score some of the better 
lines. Katherine Heigl 
(Grey's Anatomy) is matronly 
as the caretaker/love inter- 
est, and director Barry W. 
Blaustein keeps the pre- 
dictable material, well, 
predictable. 

Tom Meek 
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RUMOR HASIT... 

g7 MINUTES | OPENS DECEMBER 
25: BOSTON COMMON + FENWAY 
+ FRESH POND + CHESTNUT HILL 
+ WEST NEWTON + SUBURBS 
Sarah Huttinger (Jennifer 
Aniston) writes obituaries 
for the New York Times and 
has mixed feelings about 
her family, her job, and her 
engagement to a well-ad- 
justed lawyer (Mark Ruffa- 
lo). During her ditzy sister’s 
wedding in Pasadena, 
Sarah’s saucy, Botoxed 
grandmother (an irresistible 
Shirley MacLaine) lets slip a 
juicy tidbit about her dead 
mother. Intrigued, Sarah 
seeks out and falls for the 
real-life inspiration for The 
Graduate’s Ben Braddock 
(Kevin Costner), who slept 
with her mother and her 
grandmother and might be 
her real father. Meantime, 
her boyfriend gets all wor- 
ried back in NYC. Rob Rein- 
er’s riff on Mike Nichols’s 
transgressive classic makes 
for an interesting trailer, 
maybe, but as a movie it’s 
not in the same galaxy. Re- 
taining some of her Every- 
woman cachet (e.g., the 
peach-pit chin when upset), 
Aniston is right for the role 
but not for Ted Griffin’s 
tired script and asks dipshit 
questions such as “Who am 
I?” and “Why I am the black 





sheep?” How about, “Why 
do so many crappy movies 
have ellipsis points in the 
title?” 

Chris Wangler 
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WOLF CREEK 

99 MINUTES | OPENS DECEMBER 
25: BOSTON COMMON + FENWAY 
+ KENDALL SQUARE + CIRCLE + 
SUBURBS 

I guess some people out 
there will want to spend 
Christmas Day watching a 
spinal cord get severed by an 
18-inch Bowie knife. Unfor- 
tunately, they’ll have to 
make it through about an 
hour’s worth of nausea-in- 
ducing hand-held photogra- 
phy to get there. Australian 
Greg McLean in his debut 
feature takes the Saw philos- 
ophy of gratuitous sadism 
one notch higher by shoot- 
ing the film’s innocuous 
set-up with unsteadi-cam; 
when the mayhem gets 
started and the image set- 
tles down, it comes as a re- 
lief. Based on a “true” story 
that unfolds suspiciously 
like every slasher film ever 
made, Wolf Creek starts with 
two female British tourists 
and their Sydney guide driv- 
ing cross-country through 
the Outback. They stop at 
the huge meteor crater of 
the title, their car breaks 
down, and an oafishly 
friendly local offers them 
help. You can fill in the rest, 
but you should note that 
McLean has some unexpect- 
ed twists of the knife wait- 
ing. John Jarratt provides 
one of the few sympathetic 
characters as the good 
Samaritan, the Crocodile 
Dundee of our darkest 
nightmares. 

Peter Keough 
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BOSTON 


BOSTON COMMON 

175 Tremont St | 617.423.3499 
BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN | Fri-Sat 
10:45 am, 12:30, 1:50, 3:40, 5:15, 7:10 
8:20, 10:30 [no Sat], 11:30 [no Sat} 
Sun-Thurs: 11:15 am, 12:45, 2:20, 4. 
5:25, 7:20, 8:30, 10:25, 11:40 
CASANOVA | Sun-Thurs: 10:50 am 
1:30, 4:30, 7:10, 9:40, 12:15 am 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 | Fri-Sat 
11:05 am, 1:30, 4:15, 7:20, 9:40, 12:05 
am| Sun-Thurs: 11:10 am, 1:35, 4:10, 
7:05, 9:25, 11:50 

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE | Fri-Sat 
12:20, 3:10, 5:30, 7:50, 10:10, 12:10 am 
[no Sat] | Sun-Thurs: 11:05 am, 1:15 
4:40, 7:50, 10:10, 12:20 am 

MUNICH | Fri-Sat: 12:15, 3:45, 7.15, 
10:45 [no Sat] | Sun-Thurs: 11:50 am 
3:30, 7, 10:35 

THE PRODUCERS | Sun-Thurs: 10:55 
am, 2, 5, 8, 11 [no Sun] | Sun: 11:15 

THE RINGER | Fri-Sat: 11:30 am, 2:30 
5:10, 7:30, 9:50, midnight [no Sat] | 
Sun-Thurs: noon, 2:30, 4:50, 7:30, 9:50, 
12:10 am 

RUMOR HAS IT | Sun-Thurs: 12:25, 
2:55, 5:20, 7:40, 10:05, 12:20 am 
WOLF CREEK | Sun-Thurs: 12:05, 2:45, 
5:10, 7:35, 10, 12:20 am 

CAPOTE | Fri-Sat: 10:45 am, 6:40 | 
Sun-Thurs: 11:30 am, 6:25 

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE 
LION, THE WITCH AND THE 
WARDROBE | Fri-Sat: 11:15 am, 2:20, 
3:30, 5:25, 8:30, 9:30, 11:35 [no Sat] | 
Sun-Thurs: 12:30, 2:35, 3:45, 8:10, 9:15. 
11:10 [no Sun] | Sun 11:20 

THE FAMILY STONE | Fri-Sat: 12:10, 
2:50, 5:40, 8:10, 10:40 [no Sat] | Sun- 
Thurs: 1, 3:35, 6:05, 8:40, 11:10 [no Sun] 
| Sun: 11:25 

HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET 
OF FIRE | Fri-Sat: 11:50 am, 6:30 | Sun- 
Thurs: 11:45 am, 6:15 

JUST FRIENDS | Fri-Sat: 11:10 am, 1:15, 
4:30, 6:55, 9:15, 11:20 [no Sat] 

KING KONG | Fri-Sat: 11 am, noon, 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 | Fri: 9, 10, 11 | Sun-Thurs: 
Tl am, 12:15, 1:45, 3, 4:15, 5:45, 6:55, 
8:15, 9:45, 1 

MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA | Fri-Sat: 
10:50 am, 2:10, 5:20, 8:40, 11:50 [no 
Sat] | Sun-Thurs: 11:40 am, 3:20, 6:40, 
10:15 

PRIDE & PREJUDICE | Fri-Sat: 11:25 
am, 2:40, 6:20, 9:20, 11:45 [no Sat] 
SYRIANA | Fri-Sat: 10:55 am, 1:55, 
4:50, 8:50, 11:40 [no Sat] | Sun-Thurs 
11:05 am, 2:10, 5:15, 8:05, 11:10 

WALK THE LINE | Fri-Sat: 10:40 am, 
1:40, 3:35, 4:40, 7:40, 10:20 [no Sat] 
10:50 | Sun-Thurs: 3:10, 10:50 


FENWAY 

201 Brookline Ave | 617.424.6266 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 | Fri-Sat: 
11:45 am, 2:15, 4:45, 7:20, 9:50 | Sun- 
Thurs: 1:45, 4:40, 7:15, 9:40 

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE | Fri-Sat 
12:10, 2:50, 5:15, 8, 10:40 | Sun-Thurs 
1:30, 4:15, 6:45, 9:15, 11:30 

MUNICH | Fri-Sat: 11:20 am, 3:15, 7, 
10:45 | Sun-Thurs: noon, 3:30, 7, 10:40 
THE PRODUCERS | Sun-Thurs: 12:45, 
4:20, 7:40, 10:45 

THE RINGER | Fri-Sat: 11:50 am, 2:20 
4:40, 7:10, 9:45, midnight | Sun-Thurs: 
1:40, 5:20, 8:10, 10:35 

RUMOR HAS fT | Sun-Thurs: 1, 4:30 
7:30, 10 

WOLF CREEK | Sun-Thurs: 3:15, 5:45 
8:20, 1:15 

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE 
LION, THE WITCH AND THE 
WARDROBE | Fri-Sat: 11:15 am, 12:15, 
2:45, 3:45, 6:15, 7, 9:30, 10:15 | Sun- 
Thurs: 12:15, 3:40, 7:10, 10:20 

THE FAMILY STONE | 1:15, 5, 8:15, 
10:50 

HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET 
OF FIRE | Fri-Sat: 11:40 am, 3, 6:45, 


10:10 | Sun-Thurs: noon 

KING KONG | Fri-Sat: 11:30 am, 12:30 
2:30, 3:30, 4:30, 6:30, 7:30, 8:30, 10:30 
71:30 | Sun-Thurs: noon, 2, 4, 6:30, 8, 
10:30 

MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA | Fri-Sat: 1, 
4:15, 7:45, 11 | Sun-Thurs: 12:30, 3:45 
7:45, 11 

SYRIANA | Fri-Sat: 12:45, 4, 7:15, 10:20 
Sun-Thurs: 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50 


MUSEUM OF SCIENCE 


Omni Theatre, Science Park, Boston 
| 617.723.2500 | $7.50, $5.50 for ages 
3-1 and seniors; Tues-Wed 7 pm or 
later, $5, $3 for ages 3-11 and seniors 
Please call for times 

AFRICA: THE SERENGETI 

AMAZON 

ANTARCTICA 

CORAL REEF ADVENTURE 

FIGHTER PILOT 

FORCES OF NATURE 

JANE GOODALL'S WILD 
CHIMPANZEES 

LEWIS & CLARK: GREAT JOURNEYS 
WEST 

MYSTERY OF THE NILE 

WIRED TO WIN: SURVIVING THE 
TOUR DE FRANCE 


NEW ENGLAND 
AQUARIUM 

Please call for times 

Simons IMAX Theatre, Central 
Wharf, Boston | 866.815. IMAX | $12, 
$10 for ages 3-11 and seniors 
ALIENS OF THE DEEP 
MAGNIFICENT DESOLATION 


SHARKS 
WILD SAFARI 


BROOKLINE 


CHESTNUT HILL 


Rte 9 and Hammond St | 
617.277.2500 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 | Fri-Sat: 
12:30, 3, 5:25, 7:45, 10:10 | Sun-Thurs: 
12:15, 2:30, 5, 7:30, 9:50 

MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA | Fri-Sat: 
12:15, 3:30, 7, 10:15 | Sun-Thurs: 12:40, 
3:45, 7, 10:05 

RUMOR HAS IT | Sun-Thurs: 12:30, 3, 
5:25, 7:45, 10:15 

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE 
LION, THE WITCH AND THE 


WARDROBE | Fri-Sat: 12:45, 3:45, 7:10, 


10:05 | Sun-Thurs: 1, 4, 7:05, 10:10 
THE FAMILY STONE | Fri-Sat: noon, 


2:30, 5, 7:30, 10 | Sun-Thurs: 12:20, 2:45, 


5:15, 7-50, 10:20 
WALK THE LINE | Fri-Sat: 1, 4, 7:15, 
10:20 


CIRCLE 


Cleveland Circle | 617.566.4040 
Please call for times 

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 
MUNICH 

THE PRODUCERS | Sun-Thurs 
WOLF CREEK | Sun-Thurs 
HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET 
OF FIRE 

KING KONG 

SYRIANA 

YOURS, MINE & OURS | Fri-Sat 


COOLIDGE CORNER 

290 Harvard St | 617.734.2500 
MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA | 12:20, 3:35, 
6:45, 9:50 [no Sat] 

BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN | 10 am 
(Sat, Mon], 1, 4, 7, 10 [no Sat} 

THE ARISTOCRATS | 9:15 [no Sat] | 
Sat: 7:15 

THE BOYS OF BARAKA | 1:15 [Fri- 
Mon], 3:15, 5:15, 7:15 [no Sat] 
WAL-MART: THE HIGH COST OF 
LOW PRICE | 7:30, 9:30 [no Sat] 





CAMBRIDGE 


BRATTLE 


40 Brattle St, Harvard Square | 
617.876.6837 

DER HIMMEL UBER 
BERLIN|WINGS OF DESIRE | Fri 
4:30, 9:30 

CABARET | Fri: 7 

PEE-WEE’S BIG ADVENTURE | Sat 
12:30, 2:30, 4:30 | Sun: 5:30, 7:30, 9:30 
INSOMNIA | Mon: 5, 9:45 

HIGH AND LOW | Mon: 7 

WRITTEN ON THE WIND | Tues: S. 
9:30 

THE LAST PICTURE SHOW | Tues: 7 
BADLANDS | Wed: 5:30, 7:30, 9:30 
THE BUGS BUNNY CARTOON 
REVUE | Thurs: 3:30, 5:30, 7:30, 9:30 


FRESH POND 


168 Alewife Brook Parkway | 
617.661.2900 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2| 11 am, 
1:30, 4, 6:30 [Sat: 7:05], 9 [no Sat] 
FUN WITH DICK AND JANE | Fri-Sat 
11:30 am, 2, 4:45, 7:20, 9:45 | Sun- 
Thurs: 11:45 am, 2:15, 4:45, 7:20, 9:45 
THE RINGER | 12:30, 3, 5:30, 8 [Sat 
7:45], 10:30 [no Sat] 

RUMOR HAS IT | Sun-Thurs: 11:30 
am, 2, 4:30, 7, 9:30 

CAPOTE | Fri: 12:15, 2:45, 6, 10 | Sat: 
12:15, 3:45, 7 | Sun-Thurs 11:20 am, 
2:30, 6, 8:45 

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE 
LION, THE WITCH AND THE 
WARDROBE | Fri-Sat: 1:15, 4:15, 7:30, 
10:45 [no Sat] | Sun-Thurs: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:45, 10 

THE FAMILY STONE | noon [Tues- 
Thurs: 12:15], 2:30, 5:15, 7:45, 10:20 [no 
Sat] 

HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET 
OF FIRE | Fri-Sat: 11:45 am, 3:30, 7, 
10:25 [no Sat] | Sun-Thurs: 12:45, 4:15, 
7:30, 10:50 

KING KONG | 11:10 am, 1 [Sun-Thurs 
12:45], 3:10, 5, 7:10, 9:15 [no Sat], 11 
[no Sat] 

RENT | Fri-Sat: 12:45, 4:30, 7:45 
10:50 [no Sat] 


HARVARD SQUARE 

10 Church St | 617.864.4580 
MUNICH | 11 am, 2:45, 6:30, 10 [no 
Sat] 

THE PRODUCERS | Sun-Thurs: 11:15 
am, 2:30, 6, 9:15, 12:05 am 
BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN | 11:45 am, 
3:15, 6:20 [Sat: 7:05], 9:30 [no Sat], 
12:15 am[no Sat] 

MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA | Fri-Sat: 
11:30 am, noon, 2:30, 3:30, 6, 7, 9:15 
[no Sat], 10:10 [no Sat], 12:05 am[no 
Sat] | Sun-Thurs: noon, 3:30, 7, 10:10 
SYRIANA | 12:15, 3, 6:10 [Sat: 7:10], 
9:05 [no Sat}, midnight [no Fri-Sat] 
THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE 
SHOW | midnight 


KENDALL SQUARE 

1 Kendall Square | 617.499.1996 
BREAKFAST ON PLUTO | 1:30, 4:15, 
7:10 [Fri-Sat: 7:15], 9:50 

CASANOVA | Sun-Thurs: noon [no 
Sun], 1:30, 2:30, 4:15, 5, 7, 8, 9:30 
LAWRENCE OF ARABIA | Fri, Sun- 
Thurs: 2, 7:30 | Sat: 1, 5:10 

WOLF CREEK | Sun-Thurs: 12:15 [no 
Sun], 2:20, 4:40, 7:20, 9:40 

ALLES AUF ZUCKER!| GO FOR 
ZUCKER | Fri: 2:25, 4:35, 7:20, 9:25 | 
Sat: 12:10, 2:25, 4:35, 7:20 

GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD LUCK | 
Fri: 2:10, 4:30, 7, 9:15 | Sat: noon, 2:10, 
4:30, 7 | Sun-Thurs 12:05 [no Sun], 
2:10, 4:30, 7, 9:15 

THE ICE HARVEST | Fri: 4:40, 9:40 | 
Sat: 12:05, 4:40 

THE KEEPER: THE LEGEND OF 
OMAR KHAYYAM | Fri: 2:10, 4:25, 





~~ 


7:10, 9:20 | Sat: noon, 2:10, 4:25, 7:10 
PARADISE NOW | 12:20 [Sat], 2:35 
4:45, 7:15, 9:30 [no Sat] 

THE PASSENGER | Fri-Sat: 2:05, 7 
SARAH SILVERMAN: JESUS IS 
MAGIC | 12:10 [no Fri, Sun], 2:15, 4:20 
7:05, 9:10 [no Sat] 

THE SQUID AND THE WHALE | 
12:30 [no Fri, Sun], 2:40, 4:55, 7:30 
9:35 [no Sat] 


SUBURBS 


ARLINGTON 

Capitol, 204 Mass Ave | 781.648.4340 
CHICKEN LITTLE | noon [no Sun] 
1.45, 3:30, 5:20, 7 

THE CONSTANT GARDENER | Fri- 
Sat: 11:30 am, 2, 4:30, 7:05, 9:45 [no 
Sat] | Sun-Thurs: 9:10 

PRIDE & PREJUDICE | 11:25 am (no 
Sun], 2:05, 4:40, 7:15, 10 [no Sat] 
WALK THE LINE | 11:15 am [no Sun], 
1:45, 4:25, 7:15, 9:55 [no Sat] 
WALLACE & GROMIT: THE CURSE 
OF THE WERE-RABBIT | Fri-Sat: 11:10 
am, 1:05, 3, 5, 7:25, 9:35 [no Sat] | Sun- 
Thurs: 11:10 am [no Sun], 1:20, 3:20, 
5:20 

RENT | Sun-Thurs: 11 am [no Sun], 1:35 
4:10, 7:05, 9:50 

SHOPGIRL | Sun-Thurs: 5:10, 7:30, 9:45 
YOURS, MINE & OURS | 11:20 am [no 
Sun], 1:15, 3:10 

LA MARCHE DE 
LEMPEREUR|MARCH OF THE 
PENGUINS | Fri-Sat: 11:40 am, 1:20 
3:05, 5:05 

NORTH COUNTRY | Fri: 7:10, 10 | Sat 
7:10 

PRIME | Fri: 9:20 


BRAINTREE 

AMC X, South Shore Plaza | 
781.848.1070 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 | noon 
2:25, 4:50, 7:20, 9:45 

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE | Fri-Sat 
12:45, 3, 5:20, 7:50, 10:10 | Sun-Thurs 
12:50, 3:10, 5:25, 7:50, 10:05 

MUNICH | 12:10, 3:35, 7, 10:25 

THE PRODUCERS | Sun-Thurs: 1:15, 
4:10, 7:15, 10:10 

RUMOR HAS IT | Sun-Thurs: 12:40, 3 
5:20, 7:40, 10 

WOLF CREEK | Sun-Thurs: 2:35, 5, 8 
10:20 

CHICKEN LITTLE | 12:25 

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE 
LION, THE WITCH AND THE 
WARDROBE | Fri-Sat: 12:15, 1, 3:20, 
4:05, 6:25, 7:10, 9:30, 10:15 | Sun-Thurs 
1, 4:05, 7:10, 10:15 

THE FAMILY STONE | Fri-Sun: 12:20 
2:45, 5:10, 7:40, 10:05 | Sun-Thurs 
12:15, 2:40, 5:05, 7:30, 9:55 

HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET 
OF FIRE | Fri-Sat: 2:35, 6:35, 9:55 
KING KONG | Fri-Sat: 12:30, 2:15, 4:20, 
6:10, 8:15, 10 | Sun-Thurs: 12:30, 4:20 
8:15 

SYRIANA | 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:20 


DEDHAM 


Showcase 10, 950 Providence St | 
781.326.4955 

Please call for times 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 
MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA 

THE RINGER 

RUMOR HAS IT | Sun-Thurs 

WOLF CREEK | Sun-Thurs 

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE 
LION, THE WITCH AND THE 
WARDROBE 

THE FAMILY STONE 

HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET 
OF FIRE 

KING KONG 


Unless otherwise noted, all film listings this week are for Friday 
December 23 through Thursday December 29. Times often 
change with little notice, so please call the theater before head- 
ing out; this week, be particularly careful about Christmas Eve 
and Christmas morning. For complete film-schedule information, 
check the Boston Phoenix Web site at www.bostonphoenix.com 








DEDHAM 
C iunity Theatre, 580 High St 


CAPOTE | 








10 [no Sat] 
CHICKEN LITTLE | Fri-Sat, Mon-Thurs 
11:45 am, 1:20, 3 
GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD LUCK | Fr 
Sun-Thurs: 3:30, 5:15 
WALK THE LINE | Fri, Sun-Thurs 
4:40, 7:15 


WALLACE & GROMIT: CURSE OF 
THE WERE-RABBIT | Fri-Sat, Mon 


Thurs: noon, 1:45, 3:30 [Sat only] 
NEWTON 
West Newton Cinema, 1296 Wash 


ington St | 617.964.6060 

MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA | noon, 1:40 
3, 4:45, 6, 7:50, 8:45 

RUMOR HAS IT | Sun-Thurs: 11:15 am 
1:35, 3:55, 6:30, 8:55 

CHICKEN LITTLE | 11:45 am 

THE FAMILY STONE | 1) am, 1:30 
3:40, 6:35 [no Wed-Thurs], 8:50 

PRIDE & PREJUDICE | noon [Fri, Sat] 
3:05, 6:05 [no Wed-Thurs], 8:45 

USHPIZIN | Fri-Sat: 1:40, 4, 6:40, 8:55 
Sun-Thurs: 1 

WALK THE LINE | 12:10, 3:05, 6, 8:50 

WALLACE & GROMIT: CURSE OF 

THE WERE-RABBIT | 11:10 am 


RANDOLPH 


Showcase Cinema, Rte 139 | 
781.963.5600 

Please call for times 

BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 
MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA 

MUNICH 

THE PRODUCERS | Sun-Thurs 
RUMOR HAS IT | Sun-Thurs 

WOLF CREEK | Sun-Thurs 

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE 
LION, THE WITCH AND THE 
WARDROBE 

THE FAMILY STONE 

HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET 
OF FIRE 

KING KONG 

SYRIANA 

YOURS, MINE & OURS 


REVERE 

Showcase Cinema, Rte 1 and Squire 
Rd | 781.286.1660 

Please call for times 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 
MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA 

MUNICH 

THE PRODUCERS | Sun-Thurs 

THE RINGER 

RUMOR HAS IT | Sun-Thurs 

WOLF CREEK | Sun-Thurs 

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE 
LION, THE WITCH AND THE 
WARDROBE 

THE FAMILY STONE 

HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET 
OF FIRE 

JUST FRIENDS 

KING KONG 

SYRIANA 

YOURS, MINE & OURS 


SOMERVILLE 


Loews Theatres, 35 Middlesex Ave, 
Assembly Square Mall | 617.628.7000 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2| 11 am 
1:30, 4, 6:30 [Sat: 7:15], 8:50 [no Sat] 
11:20 [no Sat] 

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE | noon 
2:25, 5:10, 7:30, 9:45 [no Sat], 11:40 [no 
Sat] 

THE RINGER | 11 arm, 1:20, 3:30, 5:50 
8, 10:45 [no Sat] 

RUMOR HAS IT | Sun-Thurs: 12:10 
2:35, 5:20, 7:50, 10:10, 12:10 am 

AEON FLUX | 11:10 am, 1:45, 4:35, 7:40 
8, 10:20 [no Sat], 12:20 am [no Sat) 
THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE 
LION, THE WITCH AND THE 


WARDROBE | 11:30 am, 1 





THE FAMILY STONE | 11:40 am 


HARRY POTTER AND THE 
GOBLET OF FIRE | 11:15 an 

KING KONG | 1 cope 
i 
SYRIANA in 50 am 


3:25 (no Sat} 





SOMERVILLE THEATRE 
55 Davis Square | 617.625.5700 
CHICKEN LITTLE | 1:30 [no Sat 
Sun), 3:15, 5:15, 6:50 [Sat only] 
PRIDE & PREJUDICE | Fri + Sun 
Thurs: 2 [no Sun], 4:30, 7:10, 9:40 
Sat: 2, 4:15, 6:30 
WALK THE LINE | Fri + Sun-Thurs 
1:45 [no Sun], 4:15, 7, 9:45 | Sat: 1:15 
3:45, 6:15 
WALLACE & GROMIT: THE CURSE 
OF THE WERE-RABBIT | 1:40 [no 
Sun], 3:30, 5:30 [Sat: 5:15] | Fri: 7:30 
Sat: 7 
THE CONSTANT GARDENER | Fri + 
Sun-Thurs: 7:05, 9:35 
ICE HARVEST | Sun-Thurs: 7:30 
9:30 
JARHEAD | Fri: 9:20 
BLUFFMASTER | Fri-Sun: 3, 6, 9 [no 
Sat] | Mon-Thurs: 5, 7:30 





WOBURN 


Showcase, Main St, Middlesex 
Canal Park | 781.933.5330 

Please call for times 
BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 
FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 
MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA 
MUNICH 

THE PRODUCERS | Sun-Thurs 
RUMOR HAS IT | Sun-Thurs 
THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE 
WARDROBE 

THE FAMILY STONE 

HARRY POTTER AND THE 
GOBLET OF FIRE 

KING KONG 

SYRIANA 

YOURS, MINE & OURS 


FILM SPECIALS 


BOSTON 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Copley Square, Boston 
617.536.5400 | Free admission 


RADIO DAYS | Thurs: 2 


MUSEUM OF 
FINE ARTS 


465 Huntington Ave, Boston 

617.369.3300 | $9, $8 for students 

and seniors unless otherwise 

noted 

CAFE LUMIERE | Fri: 6 | Sat: 3:40 
Wed: 8 | Thurs: 5:40 

THE TALENT GIVEN US | Fri: 8:15 
Sat: 1:40 | Wed: 6 | Thurs: 8 

ANSEL ADAMS: 

PHOTOGRAPHER [John Huszar] | 

Sat: noon 

PRINCESSE MARIE | Wed: noon 

ANSEL ADAMS [Ric Burns] | 

Wed: 3:45 


SOUTH BOSTON 
BRANCH LIBRARY 


646 East Broadway, 

South Boston | 617.268.0180 
Free admission 

BORN YESTERDAY | Thurs: 6 
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DECEMBER 23, 2005 | ARTS + 
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ENTERTAINMENT 





BOSTON PHOENIX 


CAPSULE 
REVIEWS 







OUR RATING 


Superb @@O@O@ 
Good OO®@ 
Middling ©@ 
Bearable @ 
Aturkey © 













a 


®®® ALLES AUF ZUCKER!|GO 
FOR ZUCKER | 2004 | Don’t be put 
off by the crude gay joke at the 
beginning of Dani Levy’s broad 
and complex comedy, or by your 
initial impression that the title 
hero is a pig. Former East Berlin 
TV star Jacky Zucker is a rogue 
and a survivor who saw his for- 
tunes fall along with the Wall. 
He’s since tried to make ends 
meet with an “East German Nos- 
talgia” bar (in fact a glorified bor- 
dello) and by being a pool hustler. 
It’s not enough; he has to come 
up with a fortune by Monday or 
go to jail. But fortune smiles on 
him, twice: there’s a pool tourna- 
ment with a big purse in town, 
and when his mother dies, he 
can nail down his inheritance by 
sitting shivah with his hated 
straitlaced brother. The catch, of 
course, is that he has to do both 
at the same time. Can Levy geta 
movie off the ground with such 
an overloaded premise and be 
convincing and funny and even 
draw a tear or two? For answers, 
we recommend you go for Zucker. | 
German | 95m | Kendall Square: 
Fri-Sat 

ANSEL ADAMS: PHOTOGRAPHER 
| 1981 | The Museum of Fine Arts 
will be showing three Ansel 
Adams documentaries in con- 
junction with its Ansel Adams 
show in the Gund Callery 
through December 31; this one, 
by John Huszar, visits the loca- 
tions of his most famous photo- 
graphs. | 59m | MFA: Sat 

ANSEL ADAMS | 2002 | This is Ric 
Burns’s full-length study of the 
great American photographer. 
100m | MFA: Thurs 

®®@®O THE ARISTOCRATS | 
2005 | Over the years, and never 
on stage, comedians have one- 
upped each other with renditions 
of a legendarily dirty joke. Its ap- 
peal lies not in the set-up or the 
flat punch line (“The Aristo- 
crats!”) but in the exaggerated 
build-up, in which the teller con- 
jures a perverse family-show-biz 
routine. In this documentary 
from director Paul Provenza, a 
bevy of comics (Paul Reiser, 
George Carlin, Sarah Silverman) 
spin their own versions, sparing 
no reference to pedophilia, in- 
cest, or béstiality, while TV writ- 
ers and others (Chris Rock, Jon 
Stewart, Phyllis Diller) speculate 
on the meaning of the ultimately 
absurd joke. Much of the fun lies 
not in the lascivious content but 
in the backstage glimpses of oth- 
erwise respectable celebrities un- 
leashing their bluest material, at 
times with remarkable dexterity. 
And this controversy-courting 
blast of sexual and scatological 
hyperbole also manages, in its 
bizarre way, to say a lot about 
comedy, race, taste, and even 
September 11. | 92m | Coolidge 
Corner 


®® BADLANDS | 1973 | Terrence 
Malick’s arty, over-praised first 
feature is based on the true story 
of Charlie Starkweather, the 
teenager whose Midwest killing 
spree made national headlines in 
1958. Malick turns this tabloid 
legend into a deadpan damnation 
of the emptiness gf the culture 


that spawned Starkweather, com- 
plete with Reader's Digest true-life 
adventure narration from Sissy 
Spacek as the high-school girl 
who goes along with Martin 
Sheen on his murderous joyride. 
Try to imagine a Nicholas Ray 
movie made by Wim Wenders 
and you've got the feel of this 
glassy metaphor. | 95m | Brattle: 
Wed 
®@® BORN YESTERDAY | 1950 | 
The quintessential dumb blonde 
— Judy Holliday — starred in this 
quintessential dumb-blonde com- 
edy and garnered an Oscar for her 
performance as the girlfriend of 
Broderick Crawford, a crooked 
junkman who’s become a very 
successful “dealer in scrap met- 
als” and is afraid Judy will embar- 
rass him among Washington’s 
big wheels. In the early part of 
the film, Holliday is brilliant — 
pushy, vacant, and charming — 
but when Crawford hires journal 
ist William Holden to teach her 
some “couth,” she learns ethics 
along with it and becomes not so 
endearingly virtuous. But it still 
offers the pleasures of Holliday’s 
performance, and the priceless 
gin-rummy scene. Albert 
Mannheimer adapted Carson 
Kanin’s stage play; George Cukor 
directed. | b&w | 103m | South 
Boston Branch Library: Thurs 
@@® THE BOYS OF BARAKA | 
2005 | Heidi Ewing & Rachel 
Grady’s documentary follows a 
handful of at-risk but promising 
pre-adolescent boys for two years 
to the Baraka School, a no-non- 
sense institution in the wilds of 
Kenya. Some boys show remark 
able progress — but what exactly 
happens? The filmmakers peek 
into some classes where rote-like 
vocabulary drills take place. They 
follow as teachers apply tough 
love and new-agey buzz words to 
steer their wards from violence to 
“appropriate” ways of dealing 
with differences. The boys all 
climb Mount Kenya before head- 
ing back to Baltimore on summer 
break. Somehow, the tactics 
work. Yet Ewing and Grady don’t 
go very far beyond what’s uplift- 
ing, and they leave some nagging 
questions, like why are all the in- 
structors white, and why do the 
boys have so little interaction 
with the country and people they 
traveled thousands of miles to 
visit? The boys of Baraka inspire 
with their determination and 
persistence, but the filmmakers 
shy from the same virtues when 
it comes to looking into causes 
and cures. | 84m | Coolidge Corner 
BREAKFAST ON PLUTO | 2005 | 
Peter Keough’s review on p 6 | 
129m | Opens Friday: Kendall 
Square 
®@®@® BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN | 
2005 | Ang Lee’s “gay cowboy 
movie” actually has less sex than 
the average PG-13 film about het- 
erosexual love, but a consummate 
performance by Heath Ledger and 
Lee’s limpid, unmanipulative di- 
rection make it an affecting tear- 
jerker. It opens with a wordless 
mating dance as cocky kid Jack 
Twist (Jake Gyllenhaal) anda 
worried-looking Ennis Del Mar 
(Ledger) wait to apply for a job 
herding sheep for the winter. It’s 
1964 and Wyoming, so Jack’s at- 
traction to Ennis is limited to 
sidelong glances in his pick-up’s 
rear-view mirror, and Ennis’s 
shrunken body language screams 
repression. Later, tending the 
flock on the title peak, the pair 
eat beans and swap bits of their 
lives, Once off the mountain they 


part: Ennis marries pretty Alma 
(Michelle Williams), who gives 
him daughters, bills, and non- 
comprehension; Jack hitches up 
with cowgirl Lureen (Anne Hath- 
away) and lands an emasculating 
sinecure in her father’s company. 
They have their get-togethers 
over the years, “fishing trips” 
that remind them, and us, of the 
hopelessness of love and the in- 
evitability of loss. Lee remains as 
laconic as his heroes, and the 
simple authenticity of his film’s 
gestures almost compensates for 
the lack of anything to back them 
up. | 134m | Boston Common + 
Harvard Square + Coolidge Corner 
“BUGS BUNNY CARTOON REVUE” 
| We don’t know exactly which 
Looney Tune features will make 
up this package, but you can 
hardly go wrong. | Brattle: Thurs 


Cc 


}®® CABARET | 1972 | Based on 
Christopher Isherwood’s Berlin 
stories and the play by John Van 
Druten, Bob Fosse’s musical clas- 
sic won Oscars for Best Director, 
Best Actress (Liza Minnelli), and 
Best Supporting Actor (Joel Grey) 
and lost Best Picture to no less 
than The Godfather. it's a Holly- 
wood view of pre-Nazi Berlin, 
with Michael York a sanitized, bi 
sexual version of Isherwood, Min- 
nelli a very Broadway version of 
semi-talented Kit Kat Club 
singer/dancer Sally Bowles, and 
Grey a ghoulish-but-not-quite 
nasty Kit Kat MC; but the Nazi 
presence at the end is chilling 
With Helmut Griem as the rich 
Max, whom both Brian (York’s 
character) and Sally fall for, Fritz 
Wepper and Marisa Berenson as 
doomed couple Fritz Wendel and 
Natalia Landauer, and Elisabeth 
Neumann-Viertel as Fraulein 
Schneider. | 124m | Brattle: Fri 
}®® CAFE LUMIERE | 2003 | In 
such films as his masterful Tokyo 
Story, the great Japanese director 
Yasujiro Ozu addressed the disin- 
tegration of society and the in- 
evitability of loss with a style 
that was lucid, precise, and 
structured. In paying tribute to 
the 2003 centenary of Ozu’s 
birth, the great Taiwanese direc- 
tor Hou Hsiao-Hsien touches on 
the same themes, and his style 
doesn't resist evanescence but 
embraces it. Yoko (Japanese pop 
star Yo Hitoto), a free-wheeling 
Tokyo woman, is adrift. Her bio- 
logical mother left her to join a 
cult, her father says little, her 
foster mother makes a good stew. 
She’s pregnant but she won’t 
marry. Instead, she researches 
the life of a Taiwanese composer 
— his music on the soundtrack, 
like Satie verging on Schoenberg, 
echoes the rhythms of the film — 
while her friend the bookseller 
records the sounds of trains. Ozu 
famously favored long-held, low- 
angled compositions; Hou’s char- 
acters drift in and out of long 
shots, barely emerging from a 
congested city that has lost even 
the late master’s melancholy. | 
Japanese + English | 103m | MFA: 
Fri-Sat + Wed-Thurs 

®®®© CAPOTE | 2005 | Based on 
Gerald Clarke’s 1988 biography, 
Bennett Miller’s film opens in 
1959, when, giddy with the suc- 
cess of Breakfast at Tiffany's, Capote 
(Philip Seymour Hoffman) comes 
upon a New York Times item about 
the murder of the Clutters, a 


family of four in tiny Holcomb, 
Kansas. Enlisting fellow writer 
and childhood friend Nelle Harp- 
er Lee (Catherine Keener) as an 
assistant and “bodyguard,” he 
heads west to write a New Yorker 
article; there he meets Perry 
Smith (Clifton Collins Jr.), who 
with Dick Hickock (Mark Pellegri- 
no) had butchered the Clutters 
for $50. Miller provides stark and 
exacting direction, and Hoffman 
reproduces with fluid mastery 
the voice, gestures, and some- 
how even the diminutive height 
of the literary gnome. After the 
bleak Kansas sequences, the New 
York party scenes pop like cham- 
pagne corks, but like everything 
and everyone else in the film, 
they’re distractions. Capote’s 
project, one wag jokes, is a love 
story — between Capote and him- 
self. As this chilling and wrench- 
ing morality play makes clear, 
he’s exactly right. | 114m | Boston 
Common + Fresh Pond + suburbs 
CASANOVA | 2005 | Peter 
Keough’s review on p 6 | 108m | 
Opens Sunday: Boston Common + 
Kendall Square 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 | 2005 
| Tom Meek’s review on p 8 | 93m 
| Boston Common + Fenway + 
Fresh Pond + Chestnut Hill + sub- 
urbs 
®© CHICKEN LITTLE | 2005 | The 
childhood staple gets a big-screen 
spin. Unfortunately, the folks at 
Disney (and director Mark Dindal 
and the plethora of writers) rely 
on the “wow” factor of 3-D com- 
puter animation (which 10 years 
after Toy Story has lost its “wow”) 
rather than old-fashioned story- 
telling. The amiable little chick 
(Zach Braff) becomes the laugh- 
ing stock of Oakey Oaks after cry- 
ing wolf about “the sky falling.” 
Even his widower dad (Garry Mar- 
shall) doesn’t buy it. A year later, 
Little sounds the alarm again, 
but this time it’s an alien inva- 
sion (ripping off E.T. and War of the 
Worlds). What’s at the core of 
Chicken Little — standing by the 
ones you love? a “how to” bully 
survival guide? a warning to 
Homeland Security about terror- 
ist alerts? — is hard to discern. 
Little and his posse of outcasts 
(Ugly Duckling, Runt, the fat 
pig, and Fish out of Water) en- 
dear, but the rest of the film is 
derivative and uninspired. Most 
offensive is the poor selection of 
songs — it’s a sensory invasion 
that falls disharmoniously flat. | 
77m | West Newton + Somerville 
Theatre + Arlington Capitol + sub- 
urbs 
}®® THE CHRONICLES OF NAR- 
NIA: THE LION, THE WITCH AND 
THE WARDROBE | 2005 | C.sS. 
Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien were 
friends and colleagues at Oxford, 
so it’s apt that the new film ver- 
sion of the first of Lewis’s seven 
Narnia volumes plays like The Lord 
of the Rings with training wheels. 
Andrew Adamson, director of the 
Shrek films, has hardly put the 
auteurist stamp on the material 
that Peter Jackson did with 
Tolkien’s trilogy, but he hasn’t 
screwed it up, either. Four Lon- 
don children — siblings Peter, Su- 
san, Edmund, and Lucy — are 
taking refuge from the Blitz in a 
musty English country house 
when they discover in an antique 
wardrobe a portal to another 
world, Narnia. There, thanks to 
Jadis, the White Witch (Tilda 
Swinton), there’s been 100 years 
of winter but no Christmas. The 
children’s arrival, however, her- 
alds the return of spring and of 


Aslan (voiced by Liam Neeson), 
the talking lion who is Narnia’s 
savior. The Christian allegorical 
subtext is no more obtrusive than 
that of the Matrix trilogy; what’s 
obvious and overdetermined here 
isn’t the subtext but the charac- 
terizations. The sole character 
who seems to have a rich inner 
life, thanks to the impossibly 
adorable Georgie Henley, is Lucy, 
whose mischievous smile and 
wide eyes suggest boundless play- 
fulness and curiosity. Perhaps the 
filmmakers are saving the char- 
acters’ subtler traits and addi- 
tional dimensions for the se- 
quels, as Lewis did. | 140m | 
Boston Common + Fenway + Fresh 
Pond + Chestnut Hill + suburbs 
®@ THE CONSTANT GARDENER | 
2005 | John le Carré narrates his 
novel The Constant Gardener partly 
from the point of view of a craven 
and culpable character; Fernando 
Meirelles does his adaptation 
from the point of view of a 
showoff stylist. The former in- 
jects irony; the latter reminds us 
that this director made the over- 
tated Cidade de Deus|City of God. 
Which is a shame, since the over- 
wrought style obscures some af- 
fecting performances. For Ralph 
Fiennes’s Justin Quayle, the gar- 
dener of the title and a British 
diplomat in Kenya, decency and 
duty have declined into compla- 
cency, but his young wife, Tessa 
(Rachel Weisz), acts as his con- 
science. She’s been probing into 
the dealings of pharmaceutical 
corporations in Africa, with the 
result that as the film opens, 
she’s already been murdered. 
Convulsed by grief and guilt, 
Quayle seeks justice and takes 
solace in slick flashbacks. The 
movie manipulates you into feel- 
ing guilty as well; take the $10 
you'd spend for a ticket and send 
it instead to Oxfam. | 129m | 
Somerville Theatre [no Sat] + Ar- 
lington Capitol 


F 


®@© THE FAMILY STONE | 2005 
| Diane Keaton and Craig T. Nel- 
son head the Stone family, a 
large brood in the New England 
liberal model whose kids are 
coming home for the holidays. 
Into their self-satisfied world ar- 
rives Sarah Jessica Parker as the 
uptight girlfriend of the prodigal 
son (Dermot Mulroney), and the 
family’s cruelty to her, though 
unjustified in terms of plot, at 
least gives the cast a few oppor- 
tunities to wax nasty. In a move 
that makes little sense outside a 
screenplay seminar, she calls in 
her sister (Claire Danes) for sup- 
port, and of course the newcomer 
proves the family favorite. 
Rachel McAdams endears here 
even as the bitchy sister; Luke 
Wilson refines his affable slacker 
persona as the youngest son. Di- 
rector Thomas Bezucha enjoys 
staging the noisy family donny- 
brooks, but the film buckles un- 
der the formulaic screenplay, 


' which insists on tying up every 


loose end no matter how untidy 
the knot. | 100m | Boston Com- 
mon + Fenway + Fresh Pond + 
Chestnut Hill + West Newton + 
suburbs 

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE | 2005 
| Brooke Holgerson’s review on p 
8 | 87m | Boston Common + Fen- 
way + Fresh Pond + Circle + 
suburbs 


®@@© GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD 
LUCK | 2005 | George Clooney re- 
creates the swirl of events behind 
a handful of 1953 programs on Ed- 
ward R. Murrow’s CBS series See It 
Now as Murrow (David Strathairn) 
took on red-baiting senator 
Joseph McCarthy (playing himself 
via archival news footage), finally 
inviting McCarthy to come on 
and speak for himself; the sena- 
tor then gave such a naked dis- 
play of bullying that he was dis- 
credited and his reign of terror 
brought to an end. It’s in black- 
and-white, with no violence ex- 
cept an off-screen suicide and no 
sex except for a hush-hush office 
romance (Robert Downey Jr. and 
Patricia Clarkson as secretly wed 
CBS employees Joe and Shirley 
Wershba). But Clooney keeps the 
intensity high with overlapping 
sound and a roving camera remi- 
niscent of 1970s Altman. Like the 
kind of news Murrow embodied, 
Good Night is about issues rather 
than emotions, style rather than 
personality. It’s a reminder of a 
time when TV journalists chal- 
lenged authority rather than de- 
fended it. | 30m | Kendall Square 
+ suburbs 


®®®O HARRY POTTER AND 
THE GOBLET OF FIRE | 2005 | ).K. 
Rowling’s overstuffed and ram- 
bling fourth Potter book comes to 
the screen a few subplots and 
many digressions lighter. Harry 
(Daniel Radcliffe), now 14, ac- 
cepts another un-asked-for bur- 
den, competing for Hogwarts in 
the harrowing Triwizard Tourna- 
ment, a gladiator match crossed 
with Fear Factor for student wiz- 
ards. Meanwhile, Voldemort’s 
followers plot to resurrect the 
Dark Lord (Ralph Fiennes) right 
under the noses of Dumbledore 
(Michael Gambon) and the Min- 
istry of Magic bureaucrats. And 
as if that weren’t enough, our he- 
Toes are preoccupied with the in- 
ner struggles of adolescence: Har- 
ry is bumblingly infatuated with 
classmate Cho Chang (Katie Le- 
ung) and Hermione (Emma Wat- 
son) despairs that Ron (Rupert 
Grint) can’t imagine her as more 
than a pal. Director Mike Newell 
and screenwriter Steve Kloves are 
clever storytellers who pare away 
all but Rowling’s two main 
strands, and Newell, the first Brit 
to direct a Potter movie, injects 
humor ranging from Benny Hill 
slapstick to Monty Python verbal 
absurdity. The Quidditch World 
Cup sequence is visually breath- 
taking, however, and the Yule 
Ball is a gorgeous winter dream- 
scape. In short, a crackling good 
action thriller that never flags, 
even at 156 minutes. | 156m | 
Boston Common + Fenway + Fresh 
Pond + Circle + suburbs 
®@@® HIGH AND LOW | 1963 | 
In this Akira Kurosawa master- 
piece, Toshiro Mifune’s Gondo is 
a shoe manufacturer who's on 
the verge of scoring a big finan- 
cial coup when he gets a phone 
call from someone who claims to 
have kidnapped his son and de- 
mands a large ransom. The pro- 
tracted first section of the film 
Continued on p 12 
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takes place entirely in Gondo’s 
mansion, as he and the police 
wait for the kidnapper to contact 
them and plan their response 
Kurosawa Captures the agonizing 
tension of the situation with 
stunning verve, using the Toho- 
Scope widescreen with brilliance, 
shrinking it and even stretching 
it with his compositions. The 
beautiful and memorable design 
of High and Low includes a short, 
swift second section aboard a bul- 
let train; then, with the grueling 
and intense third section, we de- 
scend into “hell” (the film’s 
Japanese title means “Heaven and 
Hell”), as the police swarm over 
one of Kurosawa’s typical urban 
mazes in search of the criminal. | 
Japanese | 144m | Brattie: Mon 
®®@© DER HIMMEL OBER 
BERLIN|WINGS OF DESIRE | 1988 
| The protagonists in Wim Wen- 
ders’s fantasy are a pair of an- 
gels, Damiel (Bruno Ganz) and 
Cassiel (Otto Sander), who drift 
around Berlin observing people, 
listening in on their private long- 
ings and wishing that they too 
could become mortal. With the 
help of former angel Peter Falk, 
Damiel realizes this dream 
(wherein the film goes from black 
and white to color). His romance 
with a beautiful trapeze artist 
(Solveig Dommartin) isn’t exactly 
realistic — her monologue at the 
bar of a rock-and-roll club (music 
from Nick Cave and the Bad 
Seeds, Crime and the City Solu- 
tion) sounds like bad Jean-Luc Go- 
dard. But the Berlin ambiance — 
Damiel atop the Gedacht- 
niskirche, Cassiel huddled next 
to the Siegessaule’s “Cold Elsie,” 
an old man perplexed by the de- 
struction of Potsdamer Platz — 
emerges hauntingly from Wen- 
ders’s metaphorical mist, and 
Falk gives the movie the kick it 
needs. | German + French + Eng- 
lish | 130m | Brattle: Fri 


®@®© THE ICE HARVEST | 2005 | 
Bad Santa’s Billy Bob Thornton 
brings his dyspeptic nihilism toa 
supporting role in Harold Ramis’s 
film, which has its rueful pleas- 
ures. Thornton's Vic is accom- 
plice to Charlie (John Cusack) in 
lifting $2 million from Wichita 
crime boss Bill (Randy Quaid). 
Like all the men in this movie, 
Vic is venal, treacherous, and de- 
void of all virtue. And as for the 
wormen, one being strip-club pro- 
prietor Renata (Connie Nielsen) — 
well, let’s hope the misogyny is 
meant ironically. So expect 
things to turn out the way they 
might in a Coen Brothers movie 
like Blood Simple or Fargo, but not 
as well. Laughs brighten the 
stretches of frost, especially the 
crude physical comedy of Oliver 
Pratt. And of course there’s the 
eternal question: “What kind of 
man shoots his wife in the back 
of the head on Christmas Eve?” In 
The Ice Harvest, what kind of man 
doesn’t? | 88m | Kendall Square 
[Fri-Sat] + Somerville Theatre 
[Sun-Thurs] + suburbs 

®@@ INSOMNIA | 1997 | From 
first-time Swedish director Erik 
Skjoldbjzrg comes this disturb- 
ing, expertly rendered neo-noir 
cop flick that stars Stellan Skars- 
gard as a Swedish detective inves- 
tigating a teenage girl’s murder 
in a small town near Oslo. Some 
undescribed recent trauma has 
Engstrom on the edge of a break- 
down; what’s more, it’s high 
summer in the land of the mid- 
night sun, and he’s suffering 
from the-title malady. Sleep- 


deprived, losing his grip on reali- 
ty, Engstrom botches a near-per- 
fect opportunity to nab the 

killer . . . and his partner winds 
up dead. What follows is a stun- 
ningly portrayed descent int 
moral and mental corrosion, with 
minimal violence (four gunshots) 
and a clever mise-en-scéne that 
inverts the expected film noir 
metaphor (here light rules) 
Skjoldbjzrg’s taut pacing and cal- 
culated visuals have prompted 
comparisons to the Coen Broth- 
ers. But there is little of the black 
humor or cartoonish gore of Blood 
Simple or Fargo here, only a film 
that manages to be intimate and 
heart-rending as often as it is 
cold-blooded. | Norwegian + 
Swedish | 97m | Brattle: Mon 


@©@© JARHEAD | 2005 | Based on 
the bestselling 2003 memoir by 
Anthony Swofford, Sam 
Mendes'’s film is the story of a 20- 
year-old Marine sniper (Jake Gyl- 
lenhaal), his passage through ba- 
sic training and his initiation in- 
to combat in the first Gulf War. 
It’s the premise for every war 
film ever made, the difference 
being that in Jarhead nothing 
happens. True, 100,000 Iraqis 
get incinerated, Kuwait is liber 
ated, the oil fields are secured, 
and the stage is set for the rise of 
Osama bin Laden. And as the 
film goes on, Swofford receives a 
Dear John from his girlfriend and 
Mendes amps up his agony with 
a Nirvana song, a dream se- 
quence, a Christmas party in 
which Swofford wears nothing 
but a pair of Santa caps, and 
finally a near-homicidal freak- 
out. But whereas Swofford’s fun- 
ny, poetic prose ignited his me- 
andering, anticlimactic narra- 
tive, Mendes struggles to find his 
own voice. When its most dy- 
namic moment is a shot of 
Marines cheering at: a screening 
of Apocalypse Now, you know a 
film is in trouble. | 115m | 
Somerville Theatre: Fri 

© @ JUST FRIENDS | 2005 | Ryan 
Reynolds, the actor with a man- 
nequin face and Chevy Chase’s 
sardonic, under-his-breath deliv- 
ery, stars in this sophomoric ro- 
mantic comedy that feels pilfered 
from the Farrelly Brothers. Chris 
(Reynolds) is a fat kid with a 
crush on Jamie (Amy Smart), the 
hot-nice girl in high school. Ten 
years later, Chris is a lean, 
mean, Hollywood music-produc- 
ing machine with celebs and 
babes hanging from. his heels 

An unexpected detour back to 
New Jersey reunites him with 
Jamie, but the new Chris can’t 
make any more headway than 
the fat Chris did. There are 
laughs as Reynolds fills his role 
and Anna Faris delivers a hilari- 
ous send-up of the needy pop di- 
va — a nightmarish mix of 
Madonna, Courtney Love, and 
Gwen Stefani. Chris Marquette 
as Chris’s obnoxious wank of a 
brother also provides a nice com- 
ic touch, but the boilerplate arc 
and Roger Kumble’s slack direc- 
tion let Friends down. | 96m | 
Boston Common + suburbs 


K 


®@® THE KEEPER: THE LEGEND 
OF OMAR KHAYYAM | 2005 | Kay- 
van Mashayekh’s paean to the 
Middle Eastern oral storytelling 
tradition narrates the life of the 
1ith-century Persian astronomer, 
mathematician, and poet from 
the perspective of a 12-year-old 
Iranian-American. Among sump- 
tuous landscapes (shot on loca- 
tion in Uzbekistan), Khayyam as- 
cends from obscurity to the royal 
court. Meanwhile, in present- 
day Houston, young Kamran is 
Continued on p 14 


@®@@ SERENITY | Universal | This big-screen adaptation of cult 
writer/director joss Whedon's short-lived TV series Firefly is set in 
a future where Earth is a distant memory and the universe is gov- 
erned by the ominous-sounding Alliance, and where group of 
petty thieves find themselves the target of a government hitman 
when they pick up a young psychic and her brother. That's a bit 
high-concept for a TV show, which could be one reason it failed, 
but on the big screen it works, as does Whedon's idiosyncratic 
sense of humor. The entire cast from the series appears in the 
film, and at least a few seem poised for breakout status, espe- 
cially Nathan Fillion as the tortured ship's captain and Summer 
Glau as the psychic River. | 119m 
@®@® NOVEMBER | Sony | Greg Harrison's second film (his first 
was Groove) tries to demonstrate how truth lurks in the spaces 
outside the frame and between each cut, how editing and compo- 
sition reflect the psychology of discovery and repression — just 
what someone paying $10 to be diverted is trying to forget. 
Sophie (Friends alumna Courteney Cox) is en route home after 
dinner with her boyfriend, Hugh (James Le Gros), when she asks 
him to stop at a convenience store; the inevitable trigger-happy 
robber pops in and Hugh ends up dead on the floor. Or does he? 
Traumatized, Sophie checks in with a psychiatrist and confesses 
that she had been cheating on Hugh just prior to his death. Throw 
in the unsettling digital photography and the jangling, pixilated 
computer interludes by Lew Baldwin separating the film's three 
sections and it becomes clear that Sophie is inventing stories to 
avoid a devastating revelation. Harrison knows we want the truth, 
and he more or less gives it to us, but at the cost of subverting 
Novernber's ambiguity. The flawed result underscores the poten- 
tial of film and the limits of commercial filmmaking. | 73m 
@@© THE BROTHERS GRIMM | Buena Vista | If you know the 
Quixotic journey the visionary behind Brazi! embarks upon to pro- 
duce a film, it's painful to realize that Terry Gilliam gave his all to 
this project. Given its checklist of bullet points culled from the 
fairy tales of Wilhelm and Jacob Grimm, you can understand what 
drew him to the material, but Ehren Kruger's plodding screenplay 
provides him with little to hang his expectedly gorgeous visuals 
on. Borrowing a page from Scooby-Doo, Will (Matt Damon (un- 
characteristically acting) and Jake (Heath Ledger) traverse 
“French-occupied Germany,” exorcising demons from the terrified 
locals. Correctly sensing a scam, the quiche-loving General 
Delatombe (Jonathan Pryce, energizing his too few scenes) forces 
them to confront the seductive Mirror Queen (Monica Bellucci), a 
true horror, or face death. Lena Headey adds fire as a love inter- 
est, but after a seven-year wait, Gillian fans are in for Grimm dis- 
yw | 119m 

@@® REBOUND | Fox | The NBA's spoiled iiber-ids could take a 
lesson or two from this Martin Lawrence vehicle where a big-time 
college coach's ego swells to megalomaniacal proportions — and 
when it pops, he’s dropped to a rung lower than coaching pyemies 
in Alaska. No, we're not talking Bobby Knight, but Lawrence's Roy 
McCormick is a hothead who's been phoning it in since winning 
the national championship. After killing a feathered mascot, he's 
bounced from the collegiate ranks and forced to take up the reins 
at his old junior high, where if he can get it real, he can return to 
the big show. Of course he's saddled with a team of misfits who 
haven't scored a point (literally) all season. The underdog-re- 
demption comedy has been bounced all over the court; yet direc- 
tor Steve Carr, on a small budget, generates enough affecting 
moments to carry Rebound beyond its predictability pratfalls. And 
though Lawrence isn't convincing as a big-time coach, as a show- 
boat who needs to take a tumble in order to wake up, he’s noth- 
ing but net. | 103m 
@®@ THE EXORCISM OF EMILY ROSE | Sony | At his trial for the 
negligent death of the title character, Father Moore (Tom 
Wilkinson) insists on telling the story of Emily (Jennifer Carpenter) 


in order that people might believe more in the spiritual world. 
Scott Derrickson’s adaptation of this actual case avoids sensa- 
tionalism by putting it in the context of a courtroom drama, but 
in the process he avoids suspense as well. With martini-chugging 
Laura Linney as Father Moore's defender and Campbell Scott as 
the icy prosecutor, Emily's tale comes out in flashbacks. A reli- 
gious farm girl from a devout Catholic family, she starts to exhibit 
signs of possession after going away to college. When pharma- 
ceuticals fail, Father Moore steps in, with unfortunate results 
Open-ended but not open-minded, Emily preaches to the convert- 
ed. | 114m | 
@@ FOUR BROTHERS | Paramount | John Singleton’s film finds 
four street-tough adopted brothers, two white and two black, 
banding together to avenge their mother's murder in the bad- 
lands of Detroit. Mark Wahlberg's Bobby, the lawbreaking but 
etn eldest, grab-asses and galvanizes lothario Angel 
Tyrese Gibson), troubled punk-rocker Jack (Garrett Hedlund), and 
struggling family man Jeremiah (André Benjamin) into a team 
who must take down corruption in high places to achieve justice 
Justice in this case is vigilantism, so you have to wonder why 
mom's smiling spirit, having made a visit to correct the boys’ 
table manners at a mawkish Thanksgiving dinner, is absent when 
they gun down helpless evildoers in cold blood. Singleton gets 
credit for espousing racial equality but loses points for the film's 
taint of homophobia and misogyny. There's no faulting the boys’ 
off-color camaraderie, however, or Singleton’s endorsement of or- 
anized labor in a last-minute twist. | 120m 

© THE GREAT RAID | Buena Vista | On January 28, 1945, a unit 
of the yet untested Army Rangers set out to free more than SOO 
emaciated POWs from a japanese camp in the Philippines. it re- 
mains the most successful operation of its kind ever, and to ac- 
complish it the Rangers needed imagination, guts, and finesse. 
Not so director John Dahl, who falls back on the stodgiest narra- 
tive devices and generic clichés, reducing the colorful characters 
as described in books by William B. Brewer and Hampton Sides 
to stereotypes woodenly inhabited by Benjamin Bratt, James 
Fiennes, and James Franco. A bogus love story, an espionage 
subplot, and schmaltzy flag waving further mire the project, 
which picks up only with the well-produced and authentically 
detailed raid itself. A mini-master of such twisted noirs as 
The Last Seduction, Dahl seems more attuned to cynical losers 
than to the real-life red-blooded heroes of this forgotten 
exploit. | 132m 
@@ MUST LOVE DOGS | Warner | Sarah (Diane Lane) is a lovelorn 
divorcée, so her sister, in a fit of contrived helpfulness, posts 
Sarah's profile on an on-line dating site. Little hilarity ensues as 
Sarah goes on numerous bad dates; then she meets Jake (John 
Cusack) after his friend finds her photo. Director Gary David 
Goldberg makes it painfully clear that Jake and Sarah have sub- 
mitted to on-line dating only to please others, but it hardly mat- 
ters, since there’s nothing remotely interesting about either of 
them. And though Lane and Cusack can be appealing, they 
flounder here. Goldberg pulls out every romantic-comedy cliché 
for a movie that you should see only if that’s what it takes to get 
someone to go out with you. | 98m 
® CRY WOLF | Universal | Violent, bloody, crowd-pleasing murder 
is a reliable way to bring in a crowd: even if the plot is predictable, 
the acting wooden, and the dialogue laughable, at least the gore 
is consistent. Jeff Wadlow’s film can't manage even that: it’s not 
scary and there's hardly any blood. The setting is a posh boarding 
school, where new transfer Owen (julian Morris, doing a decent 
job as the good guy) gets sucked into a game where a group of 
students invent a serial killer to scare the campus. Surprise! - 
spooky things start to happen. Cryptic e-mails and unseen stalk- 
ers are all well and good, but a horror movie needs a body count 
And a horror movie this boring needs a high one. | 30m 
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the “keeper,” charged by his dy 
ing brother with remembering 
and passing on the legend. This 
earnest indie telegraphs both 
topical commentary on the dan- 
gers of blind faith and a univer 
sal message about cultural 
preservation. Unfortunately, the 
Persian sequences are wooden 
and choppy, inviting one to pon- 
der why the legend would make a 
pre-teen skip soccer practice 
This conundrum might have 
baffled even Khayyam. | 95m | 
Kendall Square: Fri-Sat 

®@© KING KONG | 2005 | Peter 
Jackson’s ape sports a pot belly, 
and it’s not a good look. His film 
Carries extra baggage, too, al- 
most an hour and half’s worth. 
Some of the padding pays off: the 
giant bugs; the skating in the 
park. But it’s just where you’d 
expect a state-of-the-art remake 
to have it all over the 1933 origi- 
nai that this King Kong falls down. 
Count the cuts during the action 
scenes or the production num- 
bers. They sure give the retina a 
workout, but . Scary? Moving? 
Don’t blame the actors. True, 
Jack Black is inexplicable as Carl 
Denham, the blustery showman 
in search of a movie (is he sup- 
posed to be funny or just inept?), 
and Adrien Brody’s Jack Driscoll 
squeaks as the third wheel in the 
Ann Darrow/Kong relationship 
But Naomi Watts is far better 
than Fay Wray, and Andy Serkis 
out-acts the six-inch fur-covered 
doll who originally played Kong. 
A good thing, too, because what 
was implied in 1933 gets spelled 


out here: they’re in love. | 187m | 
Boston Common + Fenway + 
Fresh Pond + Circle + suburbs 


L 


}®®® THE LAST PICTURE 
SHOW | 1971 | Peter Bog- 
danovich’s classic American 
movie from the Larry McMurtry 


novel about the citizens of a drab, 


Korean War-era Texas town is a 
model of straightforward classic 
narrative, though the loose er 
semble acting places it with the 
experimental American directors 
of its time (Altman of Nashville 
and Arthur Penn of Alice's Restau- 
rant). The flawless cast includes 
Jeff Bridges, Cybill Shepherd (her 
sexy debut), Cloris Leachman, 
Ellen Burstyn, Eileen Brennan, 
and the superb Ben Johnson (an 
icon from John Ford movies) as 
Sam the Lion. | b&w | 118m | Brat- 
tle: Tues 

®®@© LAWRENCE OF ARABIA | 
1962 | David Lean’s epic film re- 
turms us to an era when larger- 
than-life storytelling seemed not 
just thrilling but right. The 
movie is about how Lawrence 
(Peter O'Toole), in uniting the 
Arab tribes to fight against the 
Turks, strains for both human- 
ism and a kind of narcissistic, 
swashbuckling grandeur. Ridicu- 
lously dashing, he’s at once pa- 
triot and eccentric rebel, Third 
World sympathizer and one-man 
embodiment of the lust for em- 
pire. The movie is most success- 
ful when it revels in Lawrence’s 
victories, expanding our sense of 
what’s possible in the world. 
When he rides out of the desert 
with a man he’s saved and pro- 
claims, “Nothing is written!”, he 


seems to be carrying Western civ- 


ilization itself on his shoulders 
216m | Kendall Square 


D®® LA MARCHE DE VEM- 
PEREUR|MARCH OF THE PEN- 
GUINS | 2005 | The emperor pen- 
guin waddles forth as an exem- 
plar of family values in first- 
time director Luc Jacquet’s quiet, 
engrossing documentary. Each 
spring, the Antarctic birds 
shuffle 70 miles to begin their 
mating ritual, and soon the 
trumpeting mob are dancing 
beak to beak. As kinky as it 
sounds, the penguin sex scene is 
weirdly sensual; it’s also one of 
the few times, and appropriately 
so, that otherwise eloquent nar- 
rator Morgan Freeman (in the 
English-language version) keeps 
mum. From here, the stakes 
rise, as the males egg-sit, the fe- 
males leave to feed, and the tem- 
perature dips to 80 below. It’s a 
tedious life, and that shows in 
the film’s pacing. Still, there are 
arresting visuals, from the 
sculptural, blue-glossed glaciers 
to the snow-dusted mass of pen- 
guin patres familias, and images 
of toddling chicks balance out 
the darker moments. Jacques 
Perrin’s Le peuple migrateur|Winged 
Migration has the aerial footage, 
but the emperors’ flightlessness 
doesn’t ground their story. | 80m 
| Arlington Capitol: Fri-Sat 

®© MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA | 
2005 | This is a Joan Crawford 
movie without Joan Crawford, 
let alone a director like George 
Cukor. Arthur Golden’s 1997 best- 
seller intrigues with its detail 
and a protagonist pitched be- 
tween Moll Flanders and Jane 
Eyre, but Rob Marshall (Chicago) 
cuts directly to the clichés, 
transforming the original into a 
potboiler layered with tacky 
stereotypes, gaudy schmaltz, an 
awful soundtrack, and hammy 


acting. The latter comes from 
some 

talented Chinese actresses (a clue 
to Marshall’s regard for authen- 
ticity). Ziyi Zhang postures 
through the part of Sayuri, the 
title courtesan sold by her father 
to a Kyoto geisha house; there 
she must contend with the 
treachery of Hatsumomo (Gong 
Li) while aided by Hatsumomo’s 
rival, Mameha (Michelle Yeoh). 
Her dream: to become the mis- 
tress of the Chairman (Ken 
Watanabe). Oh, and World War 
II breaks out. To appreciate the 
irony of such a situation, skip 
this movie and watch Zhang Yi- 
mou’s Raise the Red Lantern. | 137m | 
Boston Common + Fenway + Har- 
vard Square + Coolidge Corner + 
Chestnut Hill + West Newton + 
suburbs 

MUNICH | 2005 | Peter Keough’s 
review on p 7 | 160m | Opens Fri- 
day: Boston Common + Fenway + 
Harvard Square + Circle + suburbs 


®@© NORTH COUNTRY | 2005 | 
Charlize Theron delivers a gritty 
performance — a logical follow- 
up to her Oscar-winning turn in 
Monster — in this Norma Rae-es- 
que drama based loosely on a 
landmark class-action sexual-ha- 
rassment case. Here her Josey 
Aimes is a struggling mother 
just out of an abusive marriage. 
To feed her children, Josey trades 
a beauty-shop gig for a hard hat 
and higher pay in a mine. It’s 
the late ’80s, Clarence Thomas 
and Anita Hill fill the TV, and 
mining in northern Minnesota is 
a man’s world where calls of 
“cunt,” gropes, and shit sand- 
wiches greet the few women 
who venture into the pits. Josey 
takes the issue upstairs and mat- 


ters escalate. Niki Caro (Whale 
Rider) directs with a caring hand, 
and the ensemble cast, including 
Frances McDormand, Sean Bean, 
Richard Jenkins, and Woody Har- 
relson (as Josey’s reluctant 
lawyer), is superb. What’s not is 
the way the harrowing ordeal 
turns into a courtroom melodra- 
ma full of staged, scene-chewing 
moments. | 123m | Arlington 
Capitol [Fri-Sat] + suburbs 


p 


®@®@© PARADISE NOW | 2005 | 
Best friends since childhood, 
Said (Kais Nashef) and Khaled 
(Ali Suliman) spend their days 
toiling at a West Bank auto-re- 
pair shop. But they also belong 
to a Nablus terrorist cell, and in 
48 hours, they’ll enter Israel as 
suicide bombers, martyrs for a 
cause that offers equality in 
death that can never be achieved 
in life. That’s one way of looking 
at their situation, but in fact 
Hany Abu-Assad’s film offers 
many; Said’s friend Suha (Lubna 
Azabal), daughter of a famed 
martyr, argues for peaceful re- 
sistance. Occasional bursts of 
humor punctuate the chillingly 
plausible build-up to the pair’s 
date with destiny. And their 
videotaping of their final mes- 
sages of martyrdom sets off a 
comedy of errors. First, neither 
has any idea how to hold a gun. 
Then, flubbing lines, they re- 
quest multiple retakes. After a 
successful delivery, they learn 
there’s no tape in the camera. 
The last half of the film finds the 
sensitive Said questioning his 
political motivation and quarrel- 
ing with the committed Khaled. 
Will they find paradise? Abu-As- 
sad offers no answers, only an 
attempt at understanding. | Ara- 


bic + Hebrew | 90m | Kendall 
Square 

D® THE PASSENGER | 1975 | 
Michelangelo Antonioni’s MCM 
film, here in uncut 30th- 
anniversary re-release, asks 
what’s on the other side of life as 
British investigative reporter 
David Locke (Jack Nicholson) ex- 
changes identities with a dead 
acquaintance and discovers he’s 
now a gun runner for rebels ina 
small African nation. He winds 
up on the run from his wife (Jen- 
ny Runacre) and his old life, 
joined by a Girl (Maria Schnei- 
der) who encourages him to play 
out his new hand. On to 
Barcelona, where he fails to re- 
connect with the rebels but does 
hook up with a Girl (Maria 
Schneider) who encourages him 
to carry on with his journey 
Locke is, like all of us, the pas- 
senger of the title; what he does 
n't know is his destination or the 
identity of his driver/pilot, as- 
suming there is one. Mean- 
while, Antonioni’s camera keeps 
wandering away from him, try- 
ing to show him where and how 
to look, how to be the protago- 
nist of the film. It all ends in 
southern Spain, in the Hotel de 
la Cloria, where that camera 
seems to squeeze through the 
barred window of Locke’s room 
like a human soul. | 125m | 
Kendall Square [Fri-Sat] + Arling- 
ton Capitol [Sun-Thurs] 
®®® PEE-WEE’S BIG ADVEN- 
TURE | 1985 | The talents of Pee- 
wee Herman and director Tim 
Burton make this film sprout a 
sort of storybook cartoon surreal- 
ism everywhere you look. The 
plot is blithely borrowed from De 
Sica’s Ladri di biciclette/The Bicycle 
Thief: someone makes off with 
Pee-wee’s prized possession, a 
custom-designed Schwinn as red 
as his bow tie, and he journeys 
through hell, high water, the 
Alamo, and every set on the 


MAGNIFICENT?S 


‘Kk %& & HK! SEE IT! 


The movie sticks with you, as does its belief that love is more important than gender or 
culture - that it’s important enough to be treasured. A very good movie, with a 
staggeringly fine performance by Heath Ledger. Genius.” 


~ TY BURR, BOSTON GLOBE 


‘EMOTIONALLY POWERFUL! 
Great performances by Jake Gyllenhaal and Heath Ledger.” 





~ JAMES VERNIERE, THE BOSTON HERALD 


‘A BIG, SWEEPING. AND RAPTUROUS 
HOLLYWOOD LOVE STORY! 


It could turn out to be the most revolutionary movie of the year. A film in which love feels almost as 
if it were being invented. It is also a rare crowd-pleaser with the potential to change hearts and minds.” 


~ OWEN GLEIBERMAN, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


“Heath Ledger's wrenching performance is the stuff of Hollywood history.” 


- MANOHLA DARGIS, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


GOLDEN GLOBE’ |, 


NOMINATIONS 


BEST | 
PICTURE! 


BEST DIRECTOR ANG LEE BEST ACTOR’ HEATH LEDGER 
BEST SCREENPLAY LARRY BicMURTRY & DIANA USANA 
BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS BRICHELLE WELLIAMS 


ROKEBAC 
MOUNTAI 


LOVE IS A FORCE OF NATURE 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENTS NOW PLAYING: 


Don't Get Sold Out! For advance ticket seles loc on to ww 


MICHELLE Wiliams 2 


THE NEW FILM DIRECTED BY ACADEMY ANAREE WINNING FLMMAKER is LE 
SCREENPLAY BY LARRY McMURTRY & DIANA OSSANA, BASED ON THE SHORT STORY BY ANNIE PROUL. 
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— GLENN KENNY, PREMIERE 


www.brokebackmountain.com 


FEATURING MUSIC FROM 
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PERONI DYLAN TICHENOR, ace “Sex JUDY BECKER sittae RODRIGO PRIETO, asc, AMC mond SCOTT FERGUSON 
POHLAD LARRY McMURTRY MICHAEL COSTIGAN MICHAEL HAUSMAN nas: DIANA OSSANA JAMES SCHAMUS 
MowTSrev ANNIE PROULX *:LARRY McMURTRY & DIANA OSSANA "HANG LEE F @ C US 


FEATURES 


WILLIE NELSON, EMMYLOU HARRIS, RUFUS WAINWRIGHT, AND TEDDY THOMPSON 


INDEPENDENT COOLIDGE CORNER THEATRE 2 290 Harvard St, Brookline 617/734-2500  LOEWS CINEPLEX HARVARD SQUARE CINEMA 5 10 Church Si, Cambridge 800/FANDANGO #733 
SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT COUPONS ACCEPTED 


(CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES OR CALL FOR SOUND INFORMATION AND SHOWTIMES 








Warner Bros. lot to get it back 
Whether up against an escaped 
convict, a ghoul of a truckdriver 
or a slavering gang of Hell's A 
gels, Herman carries his cha 

ma like a nasty, merry tune 
With E.G. Dailey, whose c 
woman persona is the perfect 
match for our P.W. | 90m | Brat- 
tle: Sat-Sun 

}®® PRIDE & PREJUDICE | 2005 
| No prim sense and sensibility 
here; the style of Joe Wright's 
adaptation of Pride and Prejudice 
seems more appropriate for a re 
make of Tom Jones. And at first all 
the razzmatazz drowns out the 
Jane Austen dialogue and her 
wickedly shrewd observations 
But Keira Knightley as the 
coltish, savvy Elizabeth Bennet 
restores the focus, embracing 
her character's physical vitality 
and vividness of mind. She takes 
after her father (Donald Suther 
land, with a fuzzy face and ac 


You just 
discovered 
your 
roommate 
had company 
last night. 
in your bed. 


cent) with her sardonic eye and 
joy at absurdities. So while Mrs 
Bennet (Brenda Blethyn) goes to 
Ww setting up Mr. Bingley (a 
bland and bumptious Simon 
Woods) with eldest daughter 
Jane (Rosamund Pike), Elizabeth 
is leaving his friend Mr. Darcy 
Matthew Macfadyen) to sneak 
nces at her and register the 
d despair of the smitten 
imakers (with an un- 
dited script rewrite from 
1a Thompson) deftly com 
press the narrative, submerging 
subplots in order to foreground 
the duel between Darcy and 
Elizabeth, and indeed they 
joy a memorable exchange 
ing a quadrille. But looks 
say more than words, and 
when our heroes at last break 
through their vanities, the 
screen reveals what Austen 
only suggests. | 128m | Boston 
Common + West Newton + 
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BEST ACTOR BEST oot ae 
F CANNEL 


LAURA LINNEY 


290 HARVARD STREET 
BROOKLINE 


617-734-2500 
LANDMARK’, 
EMBASSY 
16 PINE ST. WALTHAM 
781-893-2500 


ATTENTION AMPAS. DGA. WGA & HFPA MEMBERS. 
YOUR CARD WILL ADMIT YOU ANO A GUEST 
TO ANY PERFORMANCE 


KENDALL SQ. 
OME KENDALL SQ. CAMBRIDGE 
617-499-1996 


Somerville Theatre + Arlington 
Capitol + suburbs 
®® PRIME | 2005 | Ben Younger 
at least sounds like the right guy 
to write and direct ar omantic 
omedy about a 37-year-old di- 
vorcée who falls for a 23-year-old 
painter. But there’s a gimmick: 
ravishing Rafi (Uma Thurman 
and her Ashton-aged beau 
Bryan Creenberg) don’t realize 
that his clingy Jewish mother 
(Meryl Streep, who actually says 
“tuchis”) is her psychoanalyst 
The shrink figures it out but 
keeps mum and continues to 
see Rafi while pitching private 


1 the amusingly broad 

ep, whose ability to mix 

edy and angst at least 
makes this Freudian fluff more 
complex. | 105m | Arlington 
Capitol: Fri 


GOLDEN GLOBE AWARD NOMINEE ¢> 


BEST PICTURE ¢ 


“BEST ACTRESS ; 
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“LEAVES US 
HAPPY! sel 


OE AMM emma SRA EG 1 cen Ch OY" 
2 a) WA, 


Eases “© = 
DIARY and LOVE ACTUAL 


THE HOLIDAY SEASON'S FEEL-GREAT MOVIE - JUST ASK EVERYONE WHO'S SEEN IT 
NOW PLAYING AT A THEATRE NEAR YOU! 


GOLDEN GLOBE NOMINATIONS 


INCOMING ———”’”an”?vnvn nn _ee 


| Benoit Jacquot’s 


2®® PRINCESSE MARIE | 2004 
saTV 


OV gi 
190m | MFA: Wed 
THE PRODUCERS | 2005 | c 
n p8| 132m 
Sunday Boston Common 
+ Fenway + Harvard Square + 
Circle + suburbs 
Continued on p 16 


< GOLDEN GLOBE 


| BEST ACTOR « PHILIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN: 


WINNER 


BEST ACTOR 


NATIONAL BOARD OF REVIEW 
LOS ANGELES FILM CRITICS ASSOCIATION 
BOSTON SOCIETY OF FILM CRITICS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA FILM CRITICS ASSOCIATION 
NEW YORK FILM CRITICS CIRCLE ONLINE 


“ONE OF THE BEST FILMS f THE YEAR!” 


Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE David Ansen, NEWSWEEK AMERICAN FILM INSTITUTE -NATIONAL BOARD OF REVIEW 


WINNER 


BEST PICTURE 
BEST BREAKTHROUGH DIRECTOR 
BENNETT MILLER 
GOTHAM AWARDS 2005 
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= ON THE BOOK BY GERALD CLARKE SCREENPLAY BY DAN FUTTERMAN DIRECTED BY BENNETT MILLER 


ives tee WWW SONYCLASSICS COM 
RSs in ia 
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= 
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Poor DEDHAM HOLLYWOOD 
FRESH POND BOSTON COMMON EMBASSY COMMUNITY HITS 
FRESH POND PLAZA 1/57 16 PINE ST, WALTHAM 580 HIGH STREET DANVERS, 
1.800-FANDANGO #732 1 300 FANDANGO #730 781-893-2500 781-326-0409 978-777-4000 


VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.CAPOTEFILM.COM 


YI ZHANG 


TIMI 


..-Al EMOTIONALLY 
SUMPTUOUS LOVE STORY. 
GEISHA IS A GEISHA: 

A VIBRANT WORK OF ART 
THAT ENTERTAINS US 

FOR A FEW HOURS 

THEN DISAPPEARS INTO 
THE NIGHT, TAKING OUR 
BEGUILED HEARTS WITH IT. 


BESTACTRESS 


LOEWS THEATRES 

VBOSTON COMMON @BURLINGTON 10 
175 TREMONT ST. RTE. 198 EXIT 398 

HOLLYWOOD HITS NEWTON Ps preg (781) 229-9200 

7 HUTCHINSON DR. 7 

ined anes TPENWAY CINEMA 13 CIRCLE 

201 BROOKLINE AVE 

(617) 424-6266 


NOW PLAYING 


ocHESTNUT HILL 
RTE. eo — ST. FLUTIE PASS AT 
(617) 277+ SHOPPERS WORLD 
SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
COOLIDGE CORNER (308) 628-4404 @ RANDOLPH 


290 HARVARD STREET, =| ewe nucarpes RTE. 139, EXIT 904 


BROOKLINE 
OFF RTE 24 
(617) 734-2500 HARARD som (781) 963-5600 


CAMBRIDGE 
800-FANDANGO #733 OSHOWCASE CINEMAS 
@REVERE 


WPRAMINGHAM 16 
FLUTIE PASS AT 
SHOPPERS WORLD 


SRAMINGHAM 16 (508) 628-4404 


AMC SHOWCASE CINEMAS = 800-FANDANGO #732 
>BRAINTREE 10 SDDS 

OFF FORBES RD., 

RTE 37 & 198 

(781) 848-1070 


sd0s 4 (781) 286-1660 
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®® RADIO DAYS | 1987 | Woody 


Allen h idea of s 
a 















comedy against a 





} 
o shows 


Cuttir 


the schh 





ered arou € 
and the Manhattan stars they lis 
ten to, Aller 
historical pastict 





controlled, 
cence. You'll 

little dull. V 

Michael Tu 

Mia Farrow V 
85m | BPL: Thurs 

D®O RENT | 2005 | jor 





Larson's hit musical a loose 
mod 1izati f Puc La 
heme ta New City 












artist 1unity in the 
1980s finds.an uncertain home 
he deal in 
is that none 
aracte 








on the big screen 
Rent, 
the eight centr 
of whom are HIV positiv: 
ford to pay it. But they’re a po 
tent potpourri of personalities 
who evoke sympathy even 
though they’re essentially dead 
beats and drug addicts. If you’ve 
seen Hair or Tommy, then you 
know the drill — f 
and sing some snazzy tunes 





of co 















it the power 








along the way. The musical num 
bers are infectious and tartly cho 
aphed, but the direction by 
pher Columbus 1 
i the first two Harr 


lacks the energy of 

















ers. The talented ense 
icludes Rosario Dawson a 
hanting pole dancer, Anthony 
Rapp as the spurned nebbish doc 
imenting the group’s travails, 


and Law and Order’s Jesse L 











Martin 
providing the soulful punch as 
AIDS-ravaged half of a hard 
128m | Fresh Pond 
[Fri-Sat] + Arlington Capitol [Sun 
Thurs] + suburbs 
THE RINGER | 2005 | Tom Meek’s 
94m | Boston 
Common + Fenway + Fresh Pond 
+ suburbs 

») THE ROCKY HORROR PIC- 
TURE SHOW | 1976 | This horror 
mp extravaganza still draws 
i crowds 
dorky, all-American kids (Barry 
Bostwick and Susan Sarandon 
no find themselves indoctrinat 
o the pansexual ways of Dr 


is nO more outra 








uple 


luck ¢ 


review on p 8 








story of t 













urmudgeon would deny 


the gnetism of Tim Curry, 





whose lip-smacking rendition of 
“Sweet Transvestite” rema 






nts in allo 





1e higt 





movies. Jim Sharman directs 
100m | Harvard Square: Sat mid 
night 


RUMOR HAS IT... | 2005 | Chris 
Wangler’s review on p 8| 97m 
Opens Sunday: Boston Common + 
Fenway + Fresh Pond + Chestnut 
Hill + West Newton + suburbs 
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})®® SARAH SILVERMAN: JE- 

SUS 1S MAGIC | 2005 | This is es- 
sentially Sarah Silverman’s one 
woman show, which played Off 





me 


Broadway in 2004 and was 
filmed at a Hollywood theater 
There are cut-aways for hilari 
ly rhymed musical numbers 
iat have a Rocky Horrc hlocky 
zazz. One of the best is the 
which be 
the apartment of a pair 


Silverman says she’s 














ntroductory segment 


sin 





riends 






working on a one-woman show 
about “the Holocaust and 
AIDS and it’s a musical’ 


then heads home kicking herself 


the as-yet 






unw , then with true 
Andy Hardy pluck decides that, 
she can write a 





gosh darn it, 












show: “All I need is a theater 

S| , a bag of weed a 
star!” She sings to her nana and 
her nursing-home pals, “No, it’s 
not cold in here, you're just dy 
ing!”; in a finale she sing 
three-part harmony from 
mouth, vagina, and butt to an 
upbeat “Amazing Grace.” She us 


es the word “nigger,” tells how 
she ran afoul of a Chinese advo- 
cacy group and network censors 
for saying “Chink” on Conan 
O’Brien, and demurely relates 
how she told her boyfriend she 
didn’t want to have sex “the 
way” because “doody comes out 
of there.” Sometimes — as in 
some of her riffs on African 
famine and AIDS it isn’t so 
much that the joke is offensive 
as that it simply lands witha 
thud. But she scores enough 
points to keep Jesus Is Magic sail 
71m | Kendall Square 
SHOPGIRL | 2005 | In 
Anand Tucker's adaptation of 

ave Martin’s novella, relation 
ips consist of power and inti 
macy in unequal measure. But 
Mirabelle (Claire Danes) doesn’t 
know that yet. A 2oish aspiring 
artist from Vermont in LA, she’s 
the kind of person, as Martin’s 
voiceover narrator points out, 









ing 





whose life needs a voiceover nar- 


rator. Bored at the glove counter 


“OUTRAGEOUSLY FUNNY! 


It’s the Holiday comedy you’ve been 


“Two 
thumbs 
up.” 


Ebert & Roeper 
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VILAGE ROADSHOW PICTURES 


SCION El 


waiting fo 


| “HilariousZ 
augh-out-loud 
funny. 


Maria Salas, NBC-TV MiAMt— 


ee 


0% 


www.rumorhasitmovie.com 
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OPENS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 
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AMC BURLINGTON 10 
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617/277-2500 DIG. ML 
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201 Brookline Ave 
617/424-6266 


AMC DIGITAL 
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Al Shoppers World 
508/628-4400 
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175 Tremont St 
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950 Providence Hwy 
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SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
RANDOLPH Rie 139, 
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800/FANDANGO #732 S800/FANDANGO #737 781/963-5600 DIGITAL 
SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT COUPONS ACCEPTED CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES OR CALL FOR SOUND INFORMATION AND SHOWTIMES 
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WOBURN 

Rie 128 Exit 35 
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at Saks, she meets Ray (Martin), 
who’s well-mannered, witty, 
rich, and much older. But 
there’s also Jeremy (Jason 
Schwartzman), who’s ill-man- 
nered, weird, indigent, and acts 
like a child. Who does she 
choose? The surprises here lie 
not in the plot but in the way it 
gets a laugh out of a mint, or 
salvages pathos from sentimen 
tality, or sneaks its hard truths 
about love into a breezy fable 
Schwartzman’s shtick lies some 
where between Woody Allen and 
Jerry Lewis, and Martin’s expres- 
sion ranges from bemused to 
apologetic, but Danes’s perform- 
ance, impeccable and touching, 
is the real deal. | 104m | Arling- 
ton Capitol [Sun-Thurs] + suburbs 
)®®©® THE SQUID AND THE 
WHALE | 2005 | Noah Baum 
bach’s autobiographical film is 
set in Park Slope, Brooklyn, in 
1986, where Walt (Jesse Eisen- 
berg), from whose point of view 
Baumbach tells the story, and 
younger brother Frank (Owen 
Kline) learn that their mom Joan 
Laura Linney) and dad (Jeff 
Daniels) are splitting and shunt- 
ing them back and forth. As this 
arrangement deteriorates, 
ities will take place and 
be disclosed, a writing student 
Anna Paquin) will offer be- 
mused cor rt to Bernard and 
Walt, and Ivan (William Bald- 
win), the parents’ charming but 
vaguely unwholesome tennis 
, will hover in the back- 
ground. The difference between 
this and other films about bro- 
ken homes lies in the details, 
the performances, the exquisite 
restraint, the sad, precise, hilar- 
ious dialogue. Shot in grainy 
16mm and fluidly cut, The Squid 
and the Whale adheres to the puri- 
ty of the best of the New Wave as 
embodied by The Mother and the 
Whore poster on Walt’s wall 
Rather than impose meaning on 
experience, Baumbach allows it 
to form its own epiphanies, and 
they are as deep and freaky as 
the beasts of the title. | 88m | 
Kendall Square 
®® SYRIANA | 2005 | Don’t 
bother refe to Robert Baer’s 
CIA exposé See No Evil, the book 
that “suggested” Syriana, if you’re 
trying to figure out the movie. 
Rather, the key to its multiple 
story lines, international set- 
tings, disparate characters, and 
seeming topicality is that it’s a 
generic spy story with the for- 
mula addled George Clooney 
provides sweaty gravitas asa 
portly CIA operative about to be 
brought into the cold who grabs 
at one last job in Beirut to sal- 
vage his career and put his kid 
through college. His tale must 
compete with, among many oth- 
ers, those of Matt Damon's ide- 
alistic but ambitious financial 
adviser, Jeffrey Wright's sharp 
but ethically pliable lawyer, and 
two Pakistani refugees who un- 
dergo a process better depicted 
in Hany Abu-Assad’s Paradise 
Now. They’re all pawns of the oil 
industry — or rather, they’re 
pawns of director Stephen 
Gaghan, who spun the same 
yarn about drugs in Steven 
Soderbergh’s Traffic. It’s a cat’s 
cradle of coincidences and false 
ironies that feigns life through 
the phoniest contrivances. | 
126m | Boston Common + Fenway 
+ Harvard Square + Circle + sub- 
urbs 
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THE TALENT GIVEN US | 
2005 | Filmmaker Andrew Wag- 
ner, a high-school teacher and 
also a frustrated, semi-failed 
screenwriter residing in LA, per- 
suaded his wife to let him take 
their savings for a down pay- 
ment on a home and self- 
finance this intensely personal 
movie. Wagner wrote, directed, 
photographed, and edited it in 














his living room, but the cast 
came cheap. Courageously play- 
ing blighted, manic, wounded 
(and fictive?) versions of them 
selves are Andrew’s 60ish moth 
er and father and his 30ish sis 
ters, and they're all sublime on 
screen, very funny, startlingly 
open. On an impulse, Judy per- 
suades Allen to drive across 
country to see Andrew, as if vis- 
iting their son might make life 
right. They bring along their 
adult daughters, the vaguely 
normal Maggie and the absurdly 
cuckoo Emily, whose decade 
long thespian career as a back 
ground character on ER doesn’t 
obviate the necessity of four 
times-a-week shrink appoint 
ments. The self-reflexive irony, 
of course, is that while the Wag- 
ner family are desperately seek 
ing him, Andrew has been there 
all the time, standing quietly 
behind the camera and making 
this hilarious, endearing, and 
occasionally heartbreaking 
shaggy-dog road movie. | 97m 
MFA: Fri-Sat + Wed-Thurs 


U 


®® USHPIZIN | 2004 | This film 
from Israel straddles two unlike 
ly genres: the heartfelt religious 
story and the screwball comedy 
Director Gidi Dar blends the two 
together so that by the end it al 
most works as a sentimental 
moral fable. An Orthodox Jewish 
couple desperately need money 
to celebrate Sukkoth, and it 
seems their prayers have been 
answered by an anonymous 
check until the “miracle” is 
eclipsed by the unexpected ar- 
rival of troublemaking guests 

At first exasperated, the couple 
eventually regard their visitors 
as a test from God, and they rise 
to the challenge of being the 
perfect hosts. Their exasperation 
is shared by the viewer as the 
cartoonishly annoying guests 
dominate scene after scene, pit 
ting their painful antics against 
their hosts’ saintly behavior. Al 
though the devoutly religious 
couple are sympathetic and 
touching, they can’t wrest this 
film away from their obnoxious 
alter egos. | Hebrew | 930m | West 
Newton 


Ww 


®®®© WALK THE LINE | 2005 | 
Sometimes all it takes to get a 
life right is a well-executed 
framing device and flashback. 
James Mangold’s movie opens 
with hundreds of Folsom Prison 
inmates pounding their feet 
along with Johnny Cash’s band. 
The singer (Joaquin Phoenix) 
takes a break in the woodshop, 
pondering a buzz saw. Time 
backs up 24 years to 1944, when 
11-year-old Cash’s saintly older 
brother Jack is accidentally laid 
open by the same kind of blade. 
Cash’s guilt at this death perme- 
ates all that follows, driving 
him to hell and redemption. He 
tours the country with the likes 
of Jerry Lee Lewis and Elvis Pres 
ley and fuels the fire with booze 
and pills. Formidable figures 
check his anarchy: his wife 
(Cinnifer Goodwin) gives him 
four daughters and endless 
grief; his father (Robert Patrick) 
delights in putting him down 
The wife departs, but dad is in- 
escapable, returning to every 
holiday dinner like Banquo’s 
ghost to remind him that all 
he’s done is “nothin.’ ” Mostly, 
though, what makes him walk 
the line is his “angel,” June 
Carter. Reese Witherspoon cap- 
tures Carter’s frantic ebullience 
as a mini Minnie Pearl unsure of 
her talent and anxious about be- 
ing a single mom in a shaky pro- 
fession stalked by a besotted 


beneficiary. And Phoenix’s per 
formance transcends mimicry 
He transforms himself, as did 
Cash, from a whimpering 
of need, grief, and talent into 
the black i subterranean 


voice that tames the savage 


haos 











breasts of Folsom prison and 
wins the heart of the woman he 
loves. | 136m | Boston Common + 
Chestnut Hill [Fri-Sat] + West 
Newton + Somerville Theatre + 
Arlington Capitol + suburbs 

2) ®O WALLACE & GROMIT: THE 
CURSE OF THE WERE-RABBIT | 
2005 | When Nick Park stretches 
his claymation to feature-film 
length, it gets a little thin. Such 
was the case with Chicken Run, 
and it’s more evident with Wal 
lace e Gromit. In small doses, the 
two evoke silent-comedy shorts 
Cromit v I mouthless but 
expressive face 
nine Keaton, and the Rube Gold 
berg-style inventions of Wallace 
voiced by Peter Sallis) are like 
the workings of a silent gag. At 
85 minutes, though, it’s the plot 
that’s a Rube Goldberg device 
Here the p p a pest 
control system to rid their 


neighbors’ gardens of voracious 














is like a clay-ca 











rabbits. Highest on Wallace's 












list of is comely Lady Tot 
tington 

Carter), urt 
ed by Victor Qu erma 

Ralph Fiennes), a cad whose at 
titude toward bunnies is akin to 


Elmer Fudd’s. Then there’s Wal 
lace’s Mind-o-Matic ma 
and the Giant Vegetable Comple 
tion. It makes you long for the 
pleasures of a good visual pun 
and a nice piece of cheese. | 85m 
| West Newton +.Somerville The 
atre + Arlington Capitol + sub 
urbs 

WAL-MART: THE HIGH COST OF 
LOW PRICE | 2005 | The title 
says it all in this investigative 
documentary from Robert Green 
wald. | 95m | Coolidge Corner 
WOLF CREEK | 2005 | Peter 
Keough’s review on p 8 | 39m 
Opens Sunday: Boston Common 
+ Fenway + Kendall! Square + Cir- 
cle + suburbs 

)OO® WRITTEN ON THE WIND 
| 1956 | Starring Rock Hudson, 
Robert Stack, Dorothy Malone, 
and Lauren Bacall, Douglas 
Sirk’s film remains a master 
piece of American melodrama, 
as sexy as Sternberg and as dark 
as Tennessee Williams, with 
camera work as dazzling as any 
the American ‘sos offered. 
Robert Stack is the dissipated 
rich boy whose wife (Bacall) falls 
for his best friend (Hudson); 
Malone is Stack’s slatternly sis- 
ter. And all around them, the 
family manse molders beautiful- 
ly. | 100m | Brattle: Tues 
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© YOURS, MINE & OURS | 2005 
| A widow and a widower with 18 
kids between them merge in this 
antic and unfunny family come- 
dy. The two batches of kids hate 
each other and declare war until 
they team up to destroy a greater 
enemy: their parents. High jinks 
ensue, but the kids learn — wait 
for it — a lesson about family 
values. With a cast of child ac 
tors this large (our sympathies to 
director Raja Gosnell), no one 
emerges as anything but the 
most basic stereotype: the artist, 
the cheerleader. And despite the 
crazy stunts, they’re all boringly 
nice. In theory a remake-of the 
1968 comedy starring Henry Fon- 
da and Lucille Ball, this version 
plays more like an episode of The 
Brady Bunch. Gosnell has two at 
tractive and hugely likable stars 
in Dennis Quaid and Renee Rus- 
so, but they spend most of the 
movie pratfalling into buckets of 
crap and acting like idiots. Only 
the youngest will find this mess 
amusing. | 88m | Circle [Fri-Sat] 
+ Arlington Capitol [Sun-Thurs] + 
suburbs 
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THE YEAR IN 


Theater 





he year began with a worthy 

South African festival courtesy of 

American Repertory Theatre and 

ended with enough Christmas 

Carols to fill a songbook. ART un- 
veiled its Zero Arrow Theatre and New 
Repertory Theatre moved into its new 
home at the Arsenal Center for the Arts. 
The Huntington Theatre Company and 
other troupes continued to make good use 
of the two attractive theaters in the Calder- 
wood Pavilion at the Boston Center for the 
Arts; these added to the BCA Plaza theaters 
make for almost as many performance 
venues as restaurants in a South End as 
different from its one-time self as Scrooge 
is after his night with the spirits. Ona 
sadder note, we lost playwriting giants 
Arthur Miller and August Wilson. And 
Broadway in Boston announced it will not 
renew its lease on the landmark Wilbur 
Theatre, whose boards this year had their 
paint peeled off by the vitriol Kathleen 
Turner and Bill Irwin splashed at each oth- 
er in the worthy Broadway-bound revival 
of Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? Nothing, it 
would seem, is sacred, but there were 2005 
turns worth bowing to. 


@ ART FOR ART’S SAKE 

The American Repertory Theatre lived up 
to its mission this year, presenting indeli- 
ble new work and reinventing the clas- 
sics. Former company member Pamela 
Gien brought her bravura yet delicate tour 
de force The Syringa Tree, a one-woman mul- 
ti-character reminiscence of life in South 
Africa under apartheid, to town. The ART 
hosted Canadian visionary Robert Lep- 
age’s the far side of the moon, a magisterially 
ingenious multimedia contemplation of 
the space race as metaphor for exploration 
and isolation, rivalry and reconciliation. 
Hungarian director Janos Szasz trans- 
formed Eugene O’Neill’s incestuous 1924 
melodrama Desire Under the Elms into a pri- 
mal dust-up intensely played out in an 
arena of rubble. And artistic director 
Robert Woodruff helmed a harrowing pro- 
duction of Edward Bond’s spare yet brutal- 
ly powerful social drama Olly’s Prison, in 
which Bill Camp, complaint and incom- 
prehension wrenched from him along 
with guttural sound, spit, and tears, gave 
the performance of the year. 


@ SMART MOUTHS 

The Publick Theatre came of age with an 
intelligent, articulate staging of Tom 
Stoppard’s dazzling comedy Arcadia, 
which is set on an English country estate 
in 1809 and the 1990s. In artistic director 
Diego Arciniegas’s apt outdoor staging, 
the landscape being transformed in the 
earlier period from the classic style of the 
Enlightenment to the wild tangle of the 
Romantic period intruded on the draw- 


Best on t 


| AM MY OWN WIFE 
Jefferson Mays reprised 
his Tony-winning turn 





ARCADIA The Publick's production added to Stoppard’s garden of ideas. 


ing room, and that added to Stoppard’s 
garden of ideas. 


@ BETTER THAN BROADWAY 
The Huntington Theatre Company and 
the Lyric Stage Company of Boston served 
up, in Daniel Goldstein’s stylish HTC 
staging of William Finn’s dawn-of-AIDS 
songfest Falsettos and Lyric honcho Spiro 
Veloudos’s grubby chamber rendition of 
Greg Kotis and Mark Hollmann’s Brecht- 
ian potty satire Urinetown, revivals of these 
provocative musicals that trumped the 
Broadway originals. 


@ SCOTTISH BUFFALO 

Brendan Hughes helmed Celtic-centric 
Stigan Theatre Company’s crack introduc- 
tion of Gregory Burke’s lyrically profane 
mix of Karl Marx and David Mametset in 


the northeast of Scotland, Gagarin Way. The 
play won First of the Firsts at the 2001 Ed- 
inburgh Fringe Festival; Sigan made it a 
winner here, too. 


© FIRE AND WATER 

Steven Maler helmed a splashy poolside 
Hamlet — well spoken, accessible, and ex- 
citing — as Commonwealth Shakespeare 
Company’s tenth annual offering of free 
Shakespeare on Boston Common. At the 
center of this agitated journey of boy to 
man was Jeffrey Donovan’s Dane, no 
melancholy baby but a fiery schoolboy 
whose mind raced in counterpart to his 
famed foundering resolve. 


© HERALDING HAROLD 


Merrimack Repertory Theatre paid early 
tribute to 2005 Nobel Prize winner Harold 





he boards 


Pinter with last spring 
perfect revival of the pl 
1965 domestic conundrum 
Charles Towers’s controll 







i creep 





riod production captured the play’s jarring 
mix of repulsion and come-on, linguistic 
precision and moral ambiguity, tea-cozy 
naturalism and Freudian rite 


@ SWEET CHARLOTTE 

Broadway in Boston brought to the Wilbur 
Theatre Doug Wright’s brilliantly wrought 
“one-woman show performed by a man,” | 
Am My Own Wife, which was inspired by 
German transvestite and collector Char- 
lotte von Mahlsdorf, who survived both 
the Third Reich and the East German Com 
munists while wearing a dress. Jefferson 
Mays reprised his Tony-winning turn as 
Charlotte, prim and precise in her little 
black nun’s frock and pearls, as well as 34 
other personae. 


EVERY INCH A KING 

Actors’ Shakespeare Project opened its sec 
ond season with a heroic trek up the mon- 
umental mountain that is King Lear. Patrick 
Swanson helmed the staging, which was 
not only long but long on ideas. And 8o- 
year-old ART veteran Alvin Epstein led the 
climb, offering a cocky, muscular Lear full 
of scathing fury that turned tyrannical, 
teary, and finally quite dotty, as the bat- 
tered old king wandered the fields near 
Dover in a baggy diaper. 


@ WINNING TEAM 

SpeakEasy Stage Company and Boston The- 
atre Works paired to present an impressive 
Boston premiere of Richard Greenberg’s 
Tony-winning Take Me Out, which is based 
on the author’s dizzying midlife romance 
with baseball — and the question of what 
would happen if a sports superstar batted 
himself out of the closet. Paul Daigneault 
directed a convincing ensemble capable of 
acting while naked and wet (under func- 
tioning showers) while Neil A. Casey cap- 
tured the euphoria of the goofily blossom- 
ing gay accountant who sees the game as 
“a perfect metaphor for hope in a demo- 
cratic society.” 


TOPDOG UNLEASHED 
Trinity Repertory Company and New 
Repertory Theatre collaborated with 
Atlanta’s Alliance Theatre on a crack, 
caged-in staging of Suzan-Lori Parks’s 
Pulitzer-winning Topdog/Underdog, an 
explosive meditation on African-Ameri- 
can male siblings trapped by history. 
Kent Gash directed the production, in 
which Kes Khemnu and Joe Wilson Jr. 
altered the dynamic by alternating in the 
roles of brothers with the charged 
monikers of Lincoln and Booth. 

_Carolyn Clay 
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Buying discount tickets just got easier! 





\ 
_COMPILED BY CAROLYN CLAY | It's always a good 
idea in a holiday 


week to call ahead 


and confirm the show | 
= V V V you're interested in. ] 





ArtSBosTON ONLINE NOW FEATURES: 


* Over 60 sHows To CHOOSE FROM! SEARCH FOR DISCOUNTS 
BY EVENT, ORGANIZATION, GENRE, DATE, OR ANY KEYWORD 
© Reat Time TICKETING — YOUR SEATS ARE RESERVED 
RIGHT AWAY! 
© CONFIRMATION E-MAILS WITH ALL YOUR ORDER DETAILS 
© ONLINE ACCOUNTS WHERE YOU CAN SEE YOUR 
ORDER HISTORY 
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AND BE ENTERED TO WIN FREE ssges 
THEATER TICKETS! a REVELS CELEBRATES A MEDIAVAL ENGLISH CHRISTMAS 
Visit ArtSBoston.ORG TODAY ARTS 


But this is a time for eating and drink- 
Le roman iy Td ing, for singing and dancing and story- 

de Fauvel . telling. There are carols in English and 
French and Latin, sometimes all at once, 
accompanied by shawm and sackbut, harp 
and vielle. There are French estampies and 
English morris dances; there are the usual 
children’s songs. The story comes from 
France: narrated by Debra Wise, Le roman 
de Fauvel is the tale of a well-treated but 
nonetheless dissatisfied donkey who courts 
Fortune and proves that an ass can rise toa 
position of power before the Wheel of For- 
tune (that's right, the TV show, and later 
there are allusions to the Rolling Stones 
and, in an audience-participation section, 
It's the shortest day of the year in Had- Billy Rose's “The Stripper”) turns and he 


Chekhov's masterpiece as seen through the eyes 
of one of Europe's greatest directors 


“MAGNIFICENT! A ‘SISTERS’ T0 BE SAVORED! 
I'd rush back-to ANYTHING Lupa-directs!” 


— Boston Globe 


“TRIUMPHANT! I ;coMrliNe! 




















































don Hall, Derbyshire, in 1399, and as winds up hitched to Dame Vainglory. Fauvel 
anyone who's been there knows, the short- and Dame V return for the traditional St. 
est day of the year in England is very short George and the Dragon mummers’ play, but 


indeed. Little wonder that Christfanity chose Fauvel, promised the starring role (which in 
“mid December tocelebrate thedirth of itsre- fact goes to one of the Templar knights) by 


deemer, or that Christmas traditions devel- Dame V, grumps about playing the 'Obby 
oped with such hearty good cheerinthecold- — ‘Oss till he perceives he can save the day by 
est and darkest latitudes. The 35th annual bearing in the Doctor (Debra Wise) to resus- 
Christmas Revels returns us to those snowy citate the downed St. George. When the 
days of yesteryear, with the lord of Haddon Doctor, who's dressed like a matador but 
Hall throwing open the great oak doors not appears to have flunked out of bullfighting 
just to the neighboring nobles but to the school, proves as inept as ever, Fauvel calls 
peasants who work his lands and some visit- on his old girlfriend Fortune, who spins her 
ing French minstrels and even a scattering of wheel and brings St. George back to life. 
Knights Templar back from the Crusades. Revels riffs on religion as well as poli- 
There’s no mention of their current political tics with dizzying facility: Fauvel recalls the 
““ToelWed/Thu at 7:30 Fri at 8 situation (ours is another matter), of the re- donkey at the stable and the one who car- 


Sat at 2&8- Sun af 2&7:30 cent deposition of Richard Il by Henry Boling- _ries Jesus into Jerusalem, and the star the 


broke, but the lord of the manor is in the new Pinewoods Morris Men form with their 


king's good graces, to judge by the three sword dance is a six-pointed one. Darkest 
stag’s heads that hang on what amounts to day, brightest artistic light. 

a theater wall, with curtained alcoves for en- _Jeffrey Gantz 
trances and exits. A hearth is emblazoned 

with the lord’s coat of arms, some wild ani- CHRISTMAS REVELS | Harvard University's 
mal rampant. At the sides of the stage stand © Sanders Theatre, Memorial Hall, 45 Quincy 
30-foot panels with almanac lunettes, one St, Cambridge | Through December 30 | $20- 


for winter, one for summer, both showing the 942 $12-$32 children | 617.496.2222 or 
manor folk hard at work. www.revels.org. 




































ANDY WARHOL'S CHRISTMAS SPE- _silightful and deafening evening of A CHRISTMAS CAROL | Trinity Reper- 
CIAL, OR, THE DEATH OF SANTA | anti-performance art beating drums tory Company leads the annual attack 
Jeremy Brothers directs his own holi- that are also deep buckets of paint, of the killer Scrooges. This, the 29th 
day alternative to Scrooge, “a dark so that sprays of color jump from the annual outing for the popular adap 
comedy dealing with holiday depres- instruments like breaking surf, and tation by Adrian Hall and Richard 
sion and the loss of innocence,” not end by engulfing the spectators in Cumming, has two rotating casts, 
to mention a pedophile Santa and tangles of toilet paper. | Charles Play- with fine Trinity stalwarts William 
Andy Warhol as an OurTown-ish nar- house, 74 Warrenton St, Boston | Damkoehler and Timothy Crowe as 
rator. | Improv Asylum, 216 Hanover 617.426.6912 | Indefinitely | Special the Scrooges. Amanda Dehnert di- 
St, Boston | 617.263.6887 | Through holiday schedule | Curtain 8 pm Mon rects, | Trinity Repertory Company, 
December 23 | Curtain 8 pm Thurs-Fri [December 26] | 8 pm 2+5+8pm 201 Washington St, Providence, RI | 
| $15-$20 Tues-Wed [December 27 + 28 | 8 pm 401.351.4242 | Through December 24 | 
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST | Boston [December 22] or 2 + 5 + 8 pm [Decem- Curtain 7 pm Thurs | 2 + 7 pm Fri | 
Children’s Theatre, no kid itself, ber 29] Thurs | 4 pm [December 30] + 7 lam + 2 pm Sat | $25-$50; $15-$45 
opens its 56th season with the Broad- +10 pm Fri| 4+7+10 pm Sat|2+5 children under 12; 10 percent senior 
way musical based on the Disney pm Sun (no performance December discount; $20 educators, military, 
5 love stares with v4 ins {1} hell! film about a feisty young lovely, her 25] | $46-$56; $21.75 obstructed-view firefighters, police; $15 rush two 
hirsute suitor, and a lot of singing, seating, available at the box office hours prior to curtain, subject to 
. ® dancing housewares. Patricia M. and Boston day of performance; $46- availability. | North Shore Music Theatre 
Shakespeare’s Romeo & Juliet ° Sartre’s No Exit Cleeson directs, with musical direc- $75 New Year’s Eve offers its 17th edition of a version by 
‘ : tion by the estimable Jonathan Gold- A BUCKET FULL 0’ CHRISTMAS artistic director Jon Kimbell and 
a new music-theatre piece, Orpheus xX berg. | Paul Revere Room at the CHEER | Elizabeth A. Deveney’s play members of the NSMT staff, rife 
° ’ Grand Lodge of Masons of Massachu- tells of “an aspiring playwright who with special effects and Victorian 
Marivaux Ss Island of Slaves setts, 186 Tremont St, Boston | longs to produce a Christmas show carols. NSMT favorites David Coffee 
617.424.6634 | Through December 30 | in Boston. What she creates is a hi- and George Dvorsky return for their 
i } Curtain 2 pm Sat-Sun | 2 pm Wed-Fri larious web of tangled plotlines.” | 14th turns as the skinflint and the 
American Repertory Theatre [December 28-30] | $20-$22 Devanaughn Theatre in the Piano Ghost of Christmas Present, respec- 
ama Factory, 791 Tremont St, Boston ively. | North Shore i q 
17.547.8300 www.amrep.org 64 Brattle St: HarvardSq —=em acpi ttt Se eee ee tas b peed a -. aa 
“painted pater parés begin théir'de"““ —Cuitaifi 8 pri Thiis-Fri fsis*“* “°° * + ténethdad BA b ee 
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SHEAR MADNESS 


STUDENTS , 
$7 off in advance == 
$15. student.rush = 


Get down. 


Dec 24 | Dec j : 
até righ Dee 29 | Deg a8 [2a] sat * . DYaverssaalelsie IS — ifclaletciay 8 
495 TICKETS DEC 20-25 = By UY BY DEC 18- some resresnons apa Cambridee Multicuttural Arts Center 
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GROUP 


Gift certificates and complete holiday 
schedule available at blueman.com. 


REGULAR SCHEDULE CONTACT INFORMATION 
Wed+Thu 8, Fri 7, ticketmaster 617.931.2787 
sg ts Sat 4,7+10, Sun 2+5 ticketmaster.com 
Schedule subject to change Info+Group Sales 617.426.6912 
BOSTON PLAY Weert THEATRE ». ° 


Thurs, Fri, Sat. at 8 pm. Sun at 4 pm. January 5th thru 22nd CHARLES PLAYHOUSE 74 Wiereanton Street Boston 
yroduced by Boston Theatrics: Tickets: 1 811 4111 1.800.BLUEMAN blueman.com 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW? 
‘DEC. 28 - JAN. 1 Een 


: ay Rick Lombarda * wed toa Fret | Sat Sen | 
| DEC. 28 DEC. 29 | Dt DEC. 30 DEC. 3 JAN. 1 
a | 


11:00 AM 11.00 AM 11:00 AM 
x00 Pw x00 PM 100 PM 


. | r 7:00 PM 
Buy tickets at www.disneyonice.com 
occa S r ‘ | ticketmaster Ticket Centers, TD Banknorth Garden Box Office 
= | or call @ ) 931-2000 


For Information call (617) 624-1000 «© Grow 17) 624-1805 


: TICKET PRICES. $15 - $20. "$25 - $30 
a cre HRIST MAS CAROI , re Limited number of Front Row and VIP seats available. Call for deceit 


(Service changes » ad handle ws ees muy “apely ge service charge at Box Offic 
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Play by Play 


Continued from p 18 

978.232.7200 | Through December 24 | 
Curtain 2 + 7 pm Thurs-Fri | 2 pm Sat | 
$35-$68 | Artistic director Michael Wil 
son directs his own adaptation of the 
tale for Hartford Stage. Titled A Christmas 
Carol — A Ghost Story of Christmas, it’s a 
“spectacular” that this year takes 
flight as Scrooge and his spirit visi 
tors “soar through the air.” Bill Ray 
mond and Custave Johnson alternate 
as Scrooge. | Hartford Stage, so 
Church St, Hartford CT | 860.527.5151 | 
Through December 24 | Curtain 7:30 
pm Thurs-Fri | 11 am + 2 pm Sat | $27 
$57; $17-$47 children 12 and under. | 
New Repertory Theatre artistic director 
Rick Lombardo unveils his new pro- 
duction, a collaboration with Water 
town Children’s The. Threaded 
through with ca ged by An 
na Lackaff and nicely performed by a 
cast whose musical anchor is honeyed 
mezzo Leigh Barrett, the show fea 
tures Paul D. Farwell as a tough nut 
of a Scrooge. | Arsenal Center for the 
Arts, 321 Arsenal St, Watertown 
617.923.8487 | Through December 24 
Curtain 7 pm Thurs | 8 pm Fri | 3 pm 
Sat | $35-$53 

THE CHRISTMAS REVELS | The 3sth 
edition takes us to Haddon Hall on 
the shortest day in the year 1399 
Sanders Theatre in Memorial Hall, 
Harvard University, 45 Quincy St, 
Cambridge | 617.496.2222 | Through 
December 30 | Curtain 7:30 pm Mon 
Tues | 3 + 7:30 pm Wed | 3 pm [Decem 
ber 29] + 7:30 pm Thurs | 3 + 7:30 pm 
Fri | $20-$42; $12-$32 children under 12 
| Jeffrey Gantz’s review on page 18 

A CHRISTMAS STORY | Stoneham 
Theatre provides as a Scrooge alterna- 
tive this play by Philip Grecian based 
on a 1983 film by Jean Shepherd, 
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Leigh Brown, and Bob Clark about a 
kid desperate to get an official Red 
Ryder BB gun for Christmas. | Stone 
ham Theatre, 395 Main St, Stoneham 
| 781.279.2200 | Through December 23 | 
Curtain 7:30 pm Thurs | 8 pm Fri | 4 + 
8 pm Sat |1 +5 pm Sun | $35; $32 sen 
iors; $18 students 

CROWNS | Lois Roach directs the 
Boston premiere of Regina Taylor’s 
uplifting play with music based on 
the book by photographer Michael 
Cunningham and writer Craig Mar 
berry that celebrates African-Ameri- 
can women and their church hats. 
More a compilation of oral history 
and rousing gospel standards than a 
drama, the play is hung on the 
thread of a disaffected teen trans- 
planted from Brojsklyn to South Car 
olina, where she must trade her base 
ball cap and rap rhythms for the 
proudly worn millinery mandated by 
First Corinthians and James Baldwin 
The piece incorporates many of the 50 
or so autobiographical sketches from 
the book, and they’re delivered here 
by a company of six women and one 
man who sing as well hey lay out 
the “hat-queen rules” and spin the 
characters’ stories. The Sunday head 
g kewise impressive. | Lyric 
Stage Company of Boston, 140 Claren: 
don St, Boston | 617.437.7172 | Through 
December 23 | Curtain 7:30 pm Thurs | 
8 pm Fri | $22-$47; $10 student rush 
half-hour before curtain with ID 
GRANDCHILDREN OF THE BUFFALO 
SOLDIERS | Trinity Repertory Compa 
ny, in collaboration with the St 
Paul-based Penumbra Theatre Com- 
pany, presents the world premiere of 
Native American dramatist William 
S. Yellow Robe Jr.'s play. A heartfelt if 
wooden family drama, it’s set ona 
Montana reservation where the char- 
acters of the title are ostracized for 
their mixed-race heritage, the result 
of marriages between Native Ameri- 
cans and the post-Civil War African: 
American cavalrymen who were their 
sometime subjugators. The piece’s 
bitter Orwellian irony is that, as Na 
tive pride moves in a positive direc- 











is 









THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


tion, some “Indins” are considered 
more “Indin” than others. The play, 
however, is marred by awkwa-d expo 
sition and repetitive, histrionic con- 
frontation as brothers Craig and 
Brent Robe deal differently with their 
shared heritage, the one embracing 
its African-American component, the 
other ironing his hair and pretending 
to be a full-blood Indian. Lou Bellamy 
is at the helm of the Penumbra-gen 
erated production, which will tour 
Eastern cities following the Trinity 
run. | Trinity Repertory Company, 201 
Washington St, Providence, RI | 
401.351.4242 | Through January 8 | Cur- 
tain 8 pm Monday [December 26] | 7 
pm Tues {no performance January 3] | 
2 pm [December 28] + 7 pm Wed | 8 pm 
Thurs-Fri | 2 + 8 pm Sat [no perform 
ances December 24 or 31] |2 +7 pm 
Sun (no performances December 25] | 
$40-$50; 10 percent senior discount; 
$20 educators, military, firefighters 
police; $15 students; $15 rush, 2 hours 
prior to curtain, at the box office 
IRVING BERLIN'S WHITE CHRIST- 
MAS | The Wang Center for the Per 
forming Arts unveils a winning stage 
‘sion of the beloved 1954 Michael 
Curtiz film that starred Bing Crosby 
and Danny Kaye as former Army en- 
tertainers, now successful vaudevil- 
leans, putting on a show at a pictur- 
esque inn in Vermont to get their old 
general out of financial straits. Tony 
Award winner Walter Bobbie directs 
the show, which will alternate years 
between Boston and St. Paul, and it 
offers a surefire combination of Irving 
Berlin (all the songs from the film 
plus “Blue Skies” and “I Love a Piano”) 
and the terrific tap dancing engi- 
neered by Randy Skinner. A slick but 
sweet 1950s confection with more 
holiday trimmings than a depart- 
ment-store window. | Wang Theatre, 
270 Tremont St, Boston | 800.447.7400 
| Through December 31 | Curtain 7:30 
pm Mon-Fri + 2 pm Wed + 2 pm Fri|12 
noon Sat | $22-$78 

JIMMY TINGLE’S AMERICAN DREAM 
| Larry Arrick directs this latest outing 
by the Cambridge-bred political 
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satirist described on CNN as “the Will 
Rogers of the 21st century.” | Jimmy 
Tingle’s Off Broadway, 255 Elm St 
Somerville | 617.591.1616 or 
866.811.4111 | Through December 31 | 
Curtain 7:30 pm Thurs-Sat | $25-$35, 
$10 to benefit Globe Santa 

JOEY AND MARIA'S COMEDY WED- 
DING | “One wedding that’s had an 
unbelievable reception,” the Ital- 
ianate, audience-interactive nuptials 
are back. | Tremont Playhouse in the 
Tremont Hotel, 275 Tremont St, 
Boston | Indefinitely | 800.944.JOEY | 
Curtain 7:30 pm Sat | $55 includes 
dinner catered by Italian Express 
THE LOVE SHOW | The Arsenal Cen- 
ter for the Arts hosts Nimble Arts, the 
Vermont-based circus theater troupe, 
in “a circus romp that will thrill 
everyone in the family with high 
flying aerialists, hysterical interludes 
of love gone awry, and phenomenal 
jugglers on a failing date, as well as a 
wife who stands on her husband's 
head and other demonstrations of the 
vagaries and delights of love.” | Arse- 
nal Center for the Arts, 321 Arsenal St, 
Watertown | 617.923.8487 | December 
28-29 | Curtain 2 + 7 pm Wed-Thurs | 
$30-$40; discounts for students, chil 
dren under 12, and Arsenal Center for 
the Arts members 

MENOPAUSE THE MUSICAL | Jeanie 
Linders’s hit Off Broadway musical, 
which “relyricizes” tunes from the ’60s 
and '70s to create a parodic paean toa 
familiar checklist of aprés-go concerns 
of the distaff set, is another critic 
proof show that nonetheless takes the 
easy way out at every opportunity. Still, 
the Boston cast is zippy, and a few of 
the sight gags are great. Someone 
must love this show: it has become 
the Stuart Street Playhouse’s longest- 
running show. Just don’t go expect- 
ing The Vagina Monologues. | Stuart Street 
Playhouse, 200 Stuart St, Boston | 
800.447.7400 | Indefinitely | Curtain 8 
pm Wed-Fri | 2 + 5 pm Sat-Sun | 
$42.50; $38.25 for seniors + “Cirls’ 
Night Out” groups of 10 or more 
MURDER AT PROM ‘89 | An “interac- 
tive murder mystery set in a 1980s 


high-school prom.” With killer clothes 
and hairdos. | Mystery Café Dinner 
Theater, 290 Congress St, Boston | 
781.784.7469 | Indefinitely | Curtain 
7:30 pm Fri-Sat | $45 dinner + show 
SHEAR MADNESS | The dramatis per- 
sonae of the audience-participation 
whodunit (which is now the longest 
running non-musical in American 
theater history, having run 25 years 
in Boston) continue to comb Newbury 
Street for the murderer of a classical 
pianist who lived over the unisex hair 
salon where the show is set. | Charles 
Playhouse Stage II, 74 Warrenton St, 
Boston | 617.426.5225 | Indefinitely | 
Curtain 8 pm Tues-Fri | 6:30 + 9:30 pm 
Sat | 3 + 7:30 pm Sun | $34 

SQUEEZE BOX | Merrimack Repertory 
Theatre presents the regional pre- 
miere of Ann Randolph's “funny and 
poignant” one-woman multi-charac 
ter show, an Off Broadway hit in 
which the performance artist, who 
has been compared with Gilda Rad- 
ner, tells her “strange and wonderful 
story of working in a woman's shelter 
while pursuing Harold, the accor: 
dionist of her dreams.” | Merrimack 
Repertory Theatre, 50 East Merrimack 
St, Lowell | 978.454.3926 | December 
29-January 22 | Curtain 2 pm [January 
4] + 8 pm Wed | 8 pm Thurs-Fri | 4:30 
pm [no matinee December 31] + 8:30 
pm Sat | 2 pm + 7 pm [no evening Jan 
uary 22] Sun | $34-$55; discounts for 
seniors, students; half-price rush 
Wed-Fri 5-8 pm 

THREE SISTERS | Internationally 
renowned Polish director Krystian Lu- 
pa comes to the American Repertory 
Theatre to direct his first stateside 
production, Russian master Anton 
Chekhov's 1901 account of the provin- 
cial Prozorov sisters, who just can’t 
make it to Moscow. The production, 
not for the metabolically speedy or 
faint of heart, is three and a half 
hours long, and set against a vast sce- 
nescape. Loaded with psychological 
insight and existential despair, it 
moves from laden realism to deliber- 
ate fragmentation. Lupa is a vision- 
ary, and openness to his ideas com- 





bined with 10 weeks of intense re 
hearsal has resulted in some star 
tling, even revelatory performances, 
especially by Kelly McAndrews, Molly 
Ward, and Sarah Grace Wilson as the 
sisters. A must-see for serious the- 
atergoers, but prepare to be exhaust 
ed. | Loeb Drama Center, 64 Brattle St, 
Cambridge | 617.547.8300 | Through 
January 1 | Curtain 7:30 pm Tues 
Thurs | 8 pm Fri | 8 pm Sat [no per- 
formance December 24] | 2 + 7:30 pm 
{no performances December 25] Sun | 
$15-$74 

TRUE WEST | Dangerous Animal 
presents Sam Shepard's electric 1980 
black comedy about disparate sib- 
lings, one an aspiring screenwriter, 
the other a desert desperado and 
small-time thief, whose identities 
start to leak their boundaries. Also 
starring a whole lot of toast. | De 
vanaughn Theatre in the Piano Facto 
ry, 791 Tremont St, Boston | 
866.811.4111; 617.308.4052 day of show 
| Through December 31 | Curtain 8 pm 
Thurs-Sat [December 29-31] | $12 in ad 
vance; $15 day of show; $10 seniors, 
students 

TWELFTH NIGHT | Robert Walsh is at 
the helm of this seasonally appropri 
ate Actors’ Shakespeare Project offer- 
ing of the Bard’s melancholy comedy 
set on the shore of Ilyria, where just 
about everyone is inappropriately in 
love. Kenny Raskin, a former lead 
clown with Cirque du Soleil, portrays 
the clown Feste; Sarah Newhouse, 
Marya Lowry, Ken Cheeseman, Bob 
bie Steinbach, and John Kuntz are al 
so in the cast. | Cambridge Multicul- 
tural Arts Center, 41 Second St, Cam: 
bridge | 866.811.4111 | Through Janu- 
ary 8. | Curtain 7:30 pm Mon [Decem 
ber 26] | 7:30 pm Tues-Thurs [no 
evening performances January 3-4] + 
10:30 am [January 4-5] + 2 pm [De 
cember 28] | 7:30 pm Fri | 2 pm [Janu- 
ary 7] + 6 pm [December 31] or 7:30 
pm [January 7] Sat | 2 pm Sun [Janu- 
ary 8] | $35-$40; $15 student rush; 
$250 New Year’s Eve Gala: perform- 
ance, cocktails, dinner, silent auc- 
tion, and champagne 
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MIKKO NISSINEN Artistic Director 
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THE JStm ANNIVERSARY 


brietmas Revels 


Medieval Music, 
Dance and Carols 
In Celebration of the 
Winter Solstice 
17 Performances 
December 16-18, 
21-23 & 26-30 


Sanders Theatre 
Harvard University, Cambridge 
THE BEST HOLIDAY 
PARTY IN TOWN! 
Tickets at 617-496-2222 and 
www.reveis.ora 


4 


et presents 
the best 
BOSTON 
way to 
BAROQUE Sm 
Martin Pewtwran, Mune Derovtes New year! 
GALA NEW YEAR'S EVE & 
FIRST DAY CONCERTS 
Bach's 3rd Brandenburg, Corelli's 
Christmas Concerto, & Festive Handel 
Martin Peariman conducts 
Compumentary intermission champagne reception 
Dec. 31 at 8pm. Jan. 1 at 3pm 
Sanders Theatre 
$28-39-52-$64 
617-484-9200 or 
www.bostonbaroque.org 





*Special offer - 50% off tickets for kids 12 
and under to the Dec. 27, 28, and 29 8pm 


performances 


DEC26 MON 
DEC 27. TUES 
DEC28 WED 
DEC29 THUR 


DEC 30 _—si FRI 
Tickets: $24 - $79 
(617) 266-1200 


www.bostonpops.org 


& ‘PF TOD/TTY (617) 638-9289 


4pm, 8pm 
8pm* 
8pm* 
4pm, 8pm” 
4pm, 8pm 
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“New Year’s Eve 


J Saturday, December 31, 10:15pm 
‘doors open 8:30pm 

Bruce Hangen, conductor 

The Boston Pops 


Esplanade Orchestra 


Count down to the New Year in style 
with Bruce Hangen and the Boston 
Pops for a spectacular evening of 
music, refreshments, and dancing. 
The doors open at 8:30pm for enter- 
tainment throughout the Hall. The 
concert begins at 10:15pm and will 
be followed by post-concert dancing 


and dessert. 


TICKET PRICES: 
Floor Table Seats: $167, $112 


1 Sponsor 


First Balcony: $100 
Second Balcony: $80 
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THE YEAR IN 


Nat 


nstead of the traditional Impression- 

ist blockbuster, the Museum of Fine 

Arts gave us Ferraris and Porsches 

from Ralph Lauren and then followed 

up with a show from the collection of 
Bill Koch that included numerous nudes 
plus two America’s Cup yachts beached 
on the museum’s front lawn. Controver- 
sy ensued: does “art” mean America} as 
well as Cubism? Here’s a look at what we 
got this year as seen by Christopher Mil- 
lis, Jeffrey Gantz, Greg Cook, and Jon 
Garelick. 


@ ARTBUSTERS? 

For all the hype — and the controversy — 
surrounding “Speed, Style and Beauty: 
Cars from the Ralph Lauren Collection” 
and “Things I Love: The Many Collections 
of William I. Koch,” the cars were artis- 
tic, and at least some of the Koch collec- 
tion (the Monets, for starters) was art 
that any museum would be happy to 
show. The MFA also gave us Damien 
Hirst (more than just suspended animals 
in formaldehyde), “The Quilts of Gee’s 
Bend,” Ansel Adams, and performance 
artist Zhang Huan. In short, a varied and 
thoughtful year. 


@ THE QUICK AND THE DEAD 
Two spirits dominated the Institute of 
Contemporary Art’s “Likeness: Portraits 
of Artists by Other 
Artists.” And though Andy 
Warhol and AIDS opposed 
each other like Heaven and 
Hell, what they had in 
common was their power 
— ferocious, mutable, en- 
during. The result was 
that “Likeness” had the 
feel of a mythic power 
struggle, a stage where ti- 
tanic forces clashed. 


@ SURPRISING 
MONUMENTS 

Shown at Bernard Toale 
Gallery, Abelardo Morell’s 
“New Photographs” were 
marked by a spirit of play- 
ful exploration, a seasoned 
pleasure in the fleeting 
magic of the material 
world, the calculated bold- 
ness of a general plotting a 
major military maneuver. 
Without sacrificing any 


Cars, boats, 
| babes — but is it art? 


u BOATS? BABES? Bill Koch's America’s Cup yachts 
feature of his signature, ; sist nievereeteeen ss 
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style — high-contrast, large-scale, black- 
and-white images that imbue common- 
place architectural elements with lyrical 
narratives — he appeared to be looking 
around and asking, “How does this 
work?” 


@ UP CLOSE AND IMPERSONAL 
“Intimate and Unseen,” a small, 
strange gem of an exhibit at the Fitch- 
burg Art Museum, allowed for both 
Andy Warhol the public mannequin and 
Andy Warhol the private man. And con- 
structed mostly of his black-and-white 
photographs but including also a half- 
dozen seldom-seen screenprints, it al- 
lowed for several other Warhols as well 
— the engaged artist, the dispassionate 
observer, the lover. 


© GOING WITH 

THE FLOW CHARTS 

Theme-free, so that the curators’ sole 
obligation is to quality, the DeCordova 
Museum’s Annual Exhibition has estab- 
lished itself as one of the most impor- 
tant events of its kind, and this was 

a vintage year, from Michael Lewy’s 
inkjet digital designs to Sally Moore’s 
complex, miniature, zany hanging 
sculptures to Nadya Volicer’s room built 
from recycled scraps of painted and 
unpainted plywood. 


ee « 


© ABSTRACT THOUGHTS 

The Harvard Art Museums collected their 
holdings of a beloved “representational” 
artist for a beautiful non-blockbuster of 
a show, “Degas at Harvard,” and it threw 
all the old questions about form versus 
content and representation versus 
abstraction into high relief. We got to 
see Degas’s obsession with revision, his 
returning again and again to the same 
subject matter in various media, and 
how even the simplest “study” in pencil 
or charcoal has the authority to domi- 
nate a room. 


@ WARRING IMPULSES 

The magnitude and the density of 
Thomas Hirschhorn’s “Utopia, Utopia = 
One World, One War, One Army, One 
Dress” at the ICA created a kind of awe. 
Living-room furniture, mannequins, six- 
foot candelabras of crudely fashioned 
wood, walls of sneakers, walls of globes, 
rubber ducks, countless photographs, 
panes of glass, toys, dolls, multiple tele- 
vision monitors playing silenced music 
videos, two 20-foot forms resembiing the 
fuselage of an airplane, large, painted 
biomorphic shapes hanging from the 
ceiling by industrial chains — that was 
just a fraction of the cornucopia that 
crowded the stairs and walls and floors. 
But despite the variety, not a single 
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object of the thousands on display de- 
parted from the artist’s obsessive theme: 
the erotic charge of war. 


LAUGHING MATTERS 

Christian Jankowski skewers art patrons, 
curators, art critics, actors, televange- 
lism, television, and film in ways that 
are unmistakable and merciless. Yet 

this boyish 37-year-old German-born 
artist, who with “Everything Fell Togeth- 
er” enjoyed his first major survey at 
MIT’s List Center, does get away with 

it, to judge not only from the MIT exhibit 
but from his growing list of internation- 
al credits, which include showcases 
ranging from the Whitney Biennial 

and the Venice Biennale to the Swiss 
Institute in New York and London’s 
Serpentine Gallery. 


@© MUTATIONS ON A THEME 
Traditionally a mega affair with scores of 
artists competing for precious space, the 
Drawing Show at the Boston Center for 
the Arts’ Mills Gallery pared down and 
beefed up this year, with just a handful of 
artists drawing directly on the walls and 
most of them weighing in with a single 
very large work, from Joseph McVetty III’s 
To the Victors Co the Spoils, with its murder- 
ous pack of homo sapiens with identical 
DNA, to Amy Ross’s pencil-and-ink Carden, 
where the mutations crossed 
species and phyla with ini- 
tially playful and ultimately 
not so playful results. 


@ BEST OF THE REST 
“Cuban Prints” at Mass Col- 
lege of Art; “Pretty Sweet” 
at the DeCordova Museum; 
“Dreaming Now” and “Dou- 
ble Take” at the Rose Muse- 
um; “Chairs” at the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum; 
Peter Kayafas and Tama 
Hochbaum at Gallery 
Kayafas; Chuck Close at the 
Addison Gallery; Duane 
Slick at the Nielsen Gallery; 
Joan Snyder at the Nielsen 
Gallery and the Danforth 
Museum; “Syncopated 
Rhythms: 2oth-Century 
African-American Art from 
the George & Joyce Wein 
Collection” at the Boston 


University Art Gallery. 
_Compiled by Jeffrey Gantz 
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GALLERIES 


Admission to the following galleries is free, 
unless otherwise noted. In addition to the 
hours listed here, many galleries are open 
by appointment. Galleries are in Boston, 
except where indicated otherwise. Galleries 
with photo exhibitions are listed under 
Photography. 


NEWBURY STREET 
BACK BAY 


ACME FINE ART | 617.585.9551 | 38 
Newbury St, Boston | Tues-Sat 11 
am-5 pm | Through Dec 23: “Pio 
neers of Modernism: Agnes Wein 
rich, Grace Martin Taylor, & 
Blanche Lazzell” 

ALPHA GALLERY | 617.536.4465 | 38 
Newbury St, Boston | Tues-Fri10 
am-5:30 pm; Sat 11 am-5:30 pm | 
Through Jan 4: work by Wlodz- 
imierz Ksiasek; Aaron Fink 

ARDEN GALLERY | 617.247.0610 | 
123 Newbury St, Boston | Mon- 

Sat 11 am-5:30 pm | Through 

Dec 31: “Denise Mickilowski: New 
Paintings” 

ATTITUDE GALLERY | 617.927.4400 
| 218 Newbury St, Boston | Mon-Sat 
10 am-6 pm; Sun noon-5 pm | 
Through Dec 31: “Off the Wall: New 
Works by Gail Taylor, Bernice Koff 
and Paula deSimone” | Through Jan 
8: “Creat Gifts, Small Packages” 
BARBARA KRAKOW GALLERY 
617.262.4490 | 10 Newbury St, Boston 
| Tues-Fri 10 am-5:30 pm | Through 
Dec 22: “Anything But Paper 
Prayers: Annual AIDS Benefit” 
Through Jan 25: “Bronlyn Jones” 
BETH URDANG GALLERY | 
617.424.8468 | 14 Newbury St, Boston 
| Tues-Sat 10:30 am-5:30 pm 
Through Jan 7: Lawrence Kupfer 
man (1909-1982): “Microscopic 
Abstractions of the 1940s” + “All 
About Light” 

BOSTON ARCHITECTURAL CEN- 
TER | 617.262.5000 320 Newbury St 
Boston | Mon-Thurs 8:30 am-10:30 
pm; Fri 8:30 am-9 pm; Sat 9 am-5 
pm; Sun noon-7 pm | Through Dec 
30: Peter Vanderwarker: “Remak 
ing: Architecture in Transition” 
CHASE GALLERY | 617.859.7222 | 129 
Newbury St, Boston | Mon-Sat 10 
am-6 pm | Through Dec 30 

“Nathan Wilson: New Work” 
CHILDS GALLERY | 617.266.1108 | 169 
Newbury St, Boston | Tues-Fri 9 
am-6 pm; Mon and Sat 10 am-5 pm 
| Through Jan 7: “igth-Century 
American Landscapes” | “On the 
Move: Transportation in Art” | 
“Laurent Schkolnyk: Mezzotints” 
ECLIPSE GALLERY | 617.247.6730 | 
164 Newbury St, Boston | Tues-Sat 9 
am-6 pm | Through Jan 31: “Paul 
Crimi: Photography Transfers on 
Wood” 

HARCUS GALLERY | 617.451.3221| 6 
Melrose St, Boston | Call for hours 
Ongoing: Boston Group Artists show 
INTERNATIONAL POSTER 
GALLERY | 617.375.0076 | 205 New- 
bury St, Boston | Mon-Sat 10 am-6 
pm; Sun noon-6 pm | Through Jan 
15: “Deco the Halls!” 

JUD! ROTENBERG GALLERY | 
617.437.1518 | 130 Newbury St, Boston 
| Tues-Sat 10 am-6 pm | Through 
Dec 31: “Sean Micka: Memorabilia” 
| “Works on Paper” 

JUST AFRICA GALLERY | 
617.536.1648 | 201 Newbury St, 
Boston | Tues-Sat 10 am-6 pm; Sun 
noon-5 pm | Ongoing: contempo. 
rary stone sculptures by major and 
emerging artists from Zimbabwe, 
with works by Henry Munyaradzi 
and Cladman Zinyeka 

KELLY BARRETTE FINE ART | 
617.266.2475 | 129 Newbury St 


Boston | Tues-Sat 10 am-5 pm; Sun 
1-5 pm | Ongoing: revolving exhibit 
featuring works by Lisa Houck, 
Nancy Wagner, and others 
KIDDER SMITH GALLERY | 
617.424.6900 | 131 Newbury St, 
Boston | Mon-Sat 11 am-5:30 pm | 
Through Jan 7: “Miroslav Antic: 
New Paintings” 
MARTIN LAWRENCE GALLERIES | 
617.360.4800 | 77 Newbury St, Boston 
| Mon-Sat 10 am-9 pm; Sun 11 am-7 
pm | Ongoing: works by Picasso, 
Chagall, Warhol, Lichtenstein, and 
more 
MERCURY GALLERY | 617.859.0054 
| 8 Newbury St, Boston | Mon-Sat 
10 am-5:30 pm | Through Dec 31: 
“Ensemble” 
MILLER BLOCK GALLERY | 
617.536.4650 ! 14 Newbury St, Boston 
| Tues-Sat 10:30 am-5:30 pm | 
Through Jan 17: Scott Peterman: 
Recent Photographs | Eric Lebofsky: 
“Book Club” 
NIELSEN GALLERY | 617.266.4835 | 
179 Newbury St, Boston | Wed-Fri 10 
am-s5 pm | Through Jan 14: Jon Im- 
ber “New Paintings” 
PEPPER GALLERY | 617.236.4497 | 
38 Newbury St, Boston | Tues-Fri 10 
am-5:30 pm; Sat 11 am-5 pm | 
Through Dec 23: “Sidney Hurwitz: 
Pastels” 
PUCKER GALLERY | 617.267.9473 | 
171 Newbury St, Boston | Mon-Sat 10 
am-5:30 pm; Sun 1-5 pm | Through 
Dec 31: “A Good Life in Your Eyes: 
The Art of Gerald Garston” 
RICHARDSON-CLARKE GALLERY | 
617.266.3321 | 38 Newbury St, Boston 
Tues-Fri 10 am-s5 pm; Sat 11 am-5 
pm | Ongoing: American & Euro 
pean igth & 20th Century Paintings 
& Drawings. 
ROLLY-MICHAUX GALLERY | 
617.536.9898 | 290 Dartmouth St 
Boston | Tues-Fri 11 am-4 pm; Sat 11 
am-5:30 pm | Through Dec 31: “Rare 
Etchings and Lithographs by Cha 
gall, Delaunay, Marini, Miré, Pi- 
casso, Rouault, Toulouse-Lautrec, 
Matisse, Constantin Terechkovitch, 
Raymond Legueult” 
SOCIETY OF ARTS AND CRAFTS | 
617.266.1810 175 Newbury St, Boston | 
Tues-Sat 10 am-6 pm; Sun noon-5 
pm | Through Jan 22: “Artcessorize” 
THOMAS KINKADE NEWBURY 
STREET GALLERY | 866.639.2879 | 
221 Newbury St, Boston | Mon-Sat 10 
am-8 pm; Sun noon-6 pm | Fea- 
tures over 100 limited edition can 
vas lithographs by Thomas Kinkade 
VICTORIA MUNROE FINE ART | 
617.523.0661 | 59 Beacon St, Boston | 
Tues-Sat 10 am-5:30 pm.| Through 
Jan 14: “Presence” 


SOUTH END 


ARS LIBRI | 617.357.4212 | 500 Harri- 
son Ave, Boston | Mon-Fri 9 am-6 
pm; Sat 11 am-5 pm | Permanent 
collection features rare and scholar- 
ly books in the fine arts 
BERENBERG GALLERY | 
617.536.0800 | 4 Clarendon St 
Boston {| Tues-Sat 11 am-6 pm | 
Through Dec 23: “Two of a Kind: Vi 
sions of Cher Shaffer and Gabriel 
Shaffer” 

BF ANNEX | 617.451.3344 | 450 Harri- 
son Ave, Boston | Tues-Fri 9:30 
am-5:30 pm; Sat 10 am-s5 pm | 
Through Jan 28: “David McDonald: 
Patient as Pebbles” 

BOSTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS | 
Mills Gallery | 617.426.5000 | 539 
Tremont St, Boston | Sun, Wed- 
Thurs noon-5 pm; Fri-Sat noon-10 
pm | Through Jan 8: “The 19th 
Drawing Show” 

BOSTON SCULPTORS GALLERY | 
617.482.7781 | 486 Harrison Ave, 
Boston | Tues-Sat 11 am-6 pm | 
Through Dec 24: “B-Side” 








EQUATOR GALLERY | 857.540.9236 | 
450 Harrison Ave, Suite 201, Boston | 
Mon-Fri 10 am-6 pm; Sat noon-5 
pm | Ongoing: “Latin American 
Fine Art” 

GALLERY KAYAFAS | 617.482.0411 
450 Harrison Ave, Garden Level, 
Boston | Tues-Fri 1-5:30 pm; Sat 
noon-5:30 pm | Through Jan 14: 
“Close Encounters with the Dead” 
by Herb Creene 
GENOVESE/SULLIVAN GALLERY | 
617.426.9738 | 450 Harrison Ave, 
Suite 47, Boston | Tues-Sat 10:30 
am-5:30 pm | Through Jan 3: Debo- 
tah Davidovits: “New Work” 
HAMILL GALLERY OF AFRICAN 
ART | 617.442.8204 | 2164 Washing- 
ton St, Boston | Thurs-Sat noon-6 
pm; Sun noon-5 pm | Through Jan 
15: “Fetish!” 

KINGSTON GALLERY | 617.423.4113 | 
450 Harrison Ave, Boston | Tues-Sat 
noon-5 pm | Through Dec 29: 
“Inviting” 

SAMSON PROJECTS | 617.357.7177 | 
450 Harrison Ave, Boston | Wed-Sat 
11 am-5 pm | Through Dec 31: Emily 
Mast: “You & Me Simultaneously” 
SOPRAFINA GALLERY | 
617.728.0770 | 73 Thayer St, Boston | 
Tues-Sat 11 am-5:30 pm | Through 
Jan 14: Judy Kramer: “Paintings, 
Prints Ceramics” 

STUDIO SOTO | 617.461.7686 | 63 
Melcher St, Boston | Thurs-Fri 6-9 
pm; Sat 2-5 pm | Through Jan 6: 
Spencer James: “New Work & 

Slop Pop” 


DOWNTOWN 


ART ADVISORY/BOSTON | 
617.574.0022 | 535 Albany St, Suite 
3B, Boston | Thurs noon-5:30 pm; 
Fri-Sat noon-5 pm | Through Dec 
22: works by Patricia Burson, 
Renia Platt 

ARTEMIS GALLERY | 617.338.4122 | 
92 South St, Boston | Tues-Sat 10 
am-6 pm; extended hours to 8 pm 
on Thurs | Ongoing: 18th and 19th 
century Chinese furniture | Now 
on view: “New Chinese Works”; 
works from Quin Feng’s “Original 
Sound” series, and “lyrical” scrolls 
by Fei Yang 

BOSTON ART | 617.951.0900 | 330 
Congress St, Boston | Mon-Fri 9 
am-s pm | Through Jan 12: “Modern 
American Landscape” 

FORT POINT ARTS COMMUNITY 
GALLERY | 617.423.4299 | 300 Sum- 
mer St, Boston | Mon-Fri 9 am- 

9 pm; Sat noon-5 pm | Through 
Jan 14: “The Wheels Project: 
Photographs By Ken Richardson, 
Jasen Strickler and Andrew 

M.K, Warren” 

j. JOSEPH MOAKLEY UNITED 
STATES COURTHOUSE | 
617.428.2000 | 1 Courthouse Way, 
Boston | Call for hours | Through 
Dec 30: “Pilgrims, Patriots and 
Products: Selling the Colonial” | 
Through Jan 31: “From Haven to 
Home: 350 Years of Jewish Life in 
America” 

ONYX HOTEL | 617.557.9955 | 155 
Portland St, Boston | Daily 9 am-8 
pm | Through Feb 1: “Fashion: Style 
Throughout History” 

OSP GALLERY | 617.778.5265 | 450 
Harrison Ave, #304, Boston | Tues- 
Sat 10 am-5 pm | Through Jan 14: 
“Bricks & Mortar” 


CAMBRIDGE 
SOMERVILLE 
WATERTOWN 


ARSENAL CENTER FOR THE 
ARTS | 617.923.0100 | 321 Arsenal 
St, Watertown, MA | Tues-Sat 
noon-5 pm Through Jan 10, 
“Beyond the Classroom” 


BRICKBOTTOM GALLERY | 
617.776.3410 | 1 Fitchburg St, 
Somerville | Thurs-Sat noon-5 pm | 
Through Dec 23: The December 
Store: An Art Market at Brickbot- 
tom Gallery 

CAMBRIDGE ARTS COUNCIL 
GALLERY | City Hall Annex | 
617.349.4380 | 344 Broadway, Cam- 
bridge | Mon-Fri 8:30 am-5 pm; un- 
til 8 pm on Thurs | Through Dec 28: 
“Dimensions Variable: Site Fixed” 
CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL 
ARTS CENTER | 617.577.1400 ex 10 | 
41 Second St, Cambridge | Through 
Dec 23: “Sacrificios: Installations 
and Paintings by Pablo Gonzalez” 
HOLYOKE CENTER EXHIBITION 
SPACE | Holyoke Center Exhibition 
Space 617.495.5214, 1350 Mass Ave | 
Mon-Sat, 10 am-7 pm; Sun, noon-6 
pm | Free admission. Through Jan 
4: “The 6th Annual Croup Art Ex- 
hibit by Holyoke Center Staff” 
MOBILIA GALLERY | 617.876.2109 | 
358 Huron Ave, Cambridge | Tues-Fri 
11 am-6 pm; Sat 10 am-5 pm | On- 
going: sculptural jewelry by various 
artists 

OUT OF THE BLUE GALLERY | 
617.354.5287 | 106 Prospect St, Cam- 
bridge | Daily noon-8 pm | Ongoing: 
“Local Cambridge Artists” | “The 
Private Collection of the Late Mar- 
garete Koehler-Bittkow” 

PAUL DIETRICH GALLERY | 
617.492.7000 1050 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge | Through Jan 31: Camila 
Chaves Cortes: “Postcards from the 
Big Dig: Photographs and Painting 
Collages On the Historic Big Dig” 
REGATTABAR | 617.395.7757 | 
Charles Hotel, 1 Bennett St, Cam- 
bridge | Call for hours | Ongoing: 
“Meet Miles Davis . . . the Artist: 
Paintings by Miles Davis” 
UNIVERSITY PLACE GALLERY | 
Cambridge Art Association | 
617.876.0246 | 124 Mt. Auburn St 
Cambridge | Mon-Fri 9 am-6 pm; Sat 
9 am-1 pm | Through Jan 19: “Red” 
WASHINGTON STREET ART CEN- 
TER | 617.623.5315 | 321 Washington 
St, Somerville | Sat noon-4 pm | 
Through 26: “Portraits of Peace and 
War: Photographs Since 9/11” 
ZEITGEIST GALLERY | 
617.876.6060 | 1353 Cambridge St, 
Inman Square Cambridge | Tues-Sun 
1-7 pm | Through Jan 1: “The Art of 
Palestine” 


BROOKLINE/NEWTON 


GASP | 617.731.2500 | 362 Boylston 
St, Brookline | Call for hours | 
Through Jan 14: “Not Just a House” 
NEWTON FREE LIBRARY | 
617.796.1360 | 330 Homer St, Newton 
| Mon-Thurs 9 am-9 pm; Fri 9 am-6 
pm; Sat 9 am-5 pm | Through Dec 
29: “Colored Shadows” by Shelby 
Tiziani | “Starting with Trees: Oil 
Paintings Bordering on the Ab- 
stract” by Susan Post Lichtenstein 
WELLNESS COMMUNITY OF 
GREATER BOSTON | 617.332.1918 | 
1039 Chestnut St, Newton Upper 
Falls | Call for hours | Through 30: 
“Lives Touched by Cancer” 


SUBURBS | SOUTH 


SOUTH SHORE ART CENTER | 
781.383.2787 | 119 Ripley Rd, Cohas- 
set | Mon-Sat 10 am-4 pm; Sun 
noon-4 pm | Through Dec 31: “In 
the Game” | “Small Works by 
Gallery Artists” 


SUBURBS | NORTH 


BRUSH ART GALLERY | 
978.459.7819 | 256 Market St, Lowell 
| Tues-Sat 11 am-4 pm; Sun noon- 


4 pm | Through Jan 8: “Wax: 
Encaustic Techniques in Contem- 
porary Art” 

FORT GALLERY | 978.281.2008 | 20 
Pleasant St, Gloucester | Tues-Sun 11 
am-6 pm | Ongoing: “Contempo 
rary Oil Paintings by John P. Flynn, 
Edward Herman Jr.” 

GALANT GALLERY | 978.745.1001 | 
197 Derby St, Salem | Call for hours | 
Ongoing: “Mary Rogers & Joel 
Levine: Where the Land Meets the 
Sea” 

GALLERY OF MODERN ART | 
781.631.3204 | 154 Washington St, 
Marblehead | Thurs 1:30-5 pm; Fri, 
Sun-Tues noon-s5 pm; Sat noon-6 
pm | Ongoing: “Connections: Past, 
Present and Future,” works by 
Bernd Haussmann and Suzanne 
Ulrich 

119 GALLERY | 978.452.8138 | 119 
Chelmsford St, Lowell | Tues-Sat 1-5 
pm | Through Dec 31: “En-Garde Old 
Guard” 


SUBURBS | WEST 


CLARK GALLERY | 781.259.8303 | 
Mall at Lincoln Station, 145 Lincoln 
Rd, Lincoln | Tues-Sat 10 am-5 pm | 
Through Dec 23: Annual Salon 
show 


CAPE COD 


ROBYN WATSON GALLERY | 
508.487.3511 | 432 Commercial St, 
Provincetown | Daily 11 am-11 pm | 
Ongoing: “Standing On the Shoul 
ders of Giants: Artists from the 
Outer Cape’s Past” 

THE ADAMS GALLERY AT SUF- 
FOLK UNIVERSITY | 617.305.1782 | 
120 Tremont St, Boston | Through 
Feb 10: “Focus on the Moment: 
Boston Herald Photography” 


MUSEUMS 


AMERICAN TEXTILE HISTORY MU- 
SEUM | 978.441.0400 | 491 Dutton 
St, Lowell | Tues-Fri 9 am-4 pm; Sat- 
Sun 10 am-5 pm | Admission $6, $4 
for seniors, students, and ages 6 
16, free for ages 6 and under | The 
Museum houses the nation’s 
largest collection of artifacts and 
documents relating to America’s 
textile manufacture | 

ARMENIAN LIBRARY AND MUSE- 
UM OF AMERICA | 617.926.2562 | 65 
Main St, Watertown | Thurs 6-9 pm; 
Fri-Sun 1-5 pm | Admission $2 | On- 
going: “The Armenian Genocide: In 
Memoriam”; “Armenian Musical 
Traditions” ; “The Bedoukian Fami- 
ly Collection” ; “Moses Hadji Gule- 
sian: An Armenian Visionary” 

ART COMPLEX MUSEUM | 
781.934.6634 | 189 Aiden St, Duxbury 
| Wed-Sun 1-4 pm | Free | Permanent 
collection features Shaker furni- 
ture, prints, American paintings, 
and Japanese art | Through Jan 15: 
“Flights of Fancy: Artist-Made 
Kites” | Through Jan 15: “Complex 
Conversations: Sue Kowalski and 
Susan Hamlet” 

BOSTON BEER MUSEUM AND VIS- 
ITORS’ CENTER | 617.522.9080 | 30 
Germania St, Jamaica Plain | Tours 
Thurs-Fri 2 pm; Sat noon, 1, 2pm | 
Admission $2 | View two centuries 
of beer memorabilia and learn 
about the brewing process 
BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY | 
617.536.5400 | Copley Square, Boston 
| Mon-Thurs 9 am-9 pm; Fri-Sat 9 
am-s5 pm; Sun 1-5 pm | Art and Ar- 
chitecture tours offered Mon 2:30 
pm; Tues, Thurs 6 pm; Fri-Sat 11 
am; Sun 2 pm | Through Jan 19: 








“Fighting the Fires of Hate” 

— Deferrari Hall | x2336 | Ongoing: 
“We Bostonians: Intersecting Spiri 
tual Journeys” 

— Rare Books and Manuscripts 
Room | x2225 | Through Jan 18: 
“Boston Symphony Orchestra: A 
125-Year Retrospective” 
— Through Feb 28: “Dreamer and 
Showman: The Magical Reality of 
Alexandre Benois” 

CAPE COD MUSEUM OF NATURAL 
HISTORY | 800.896.3867 | 869 Rte 
6A, Brewster | Mon-Sat 9:30 
am-4:30 pm; Sun, 11 am-4:30 pm | 
Admission $5, $2 for children | The 
Museum runs programs, walks, 
classes, and field schools on its 
three nature trails through wood- 
lands, salt marsh, unspoiled 
beach, and Cape Cod’s largest her- 
ring run. Indoor exhibits represent 
the Cape’s native surroundings, 
from reptiles and insects to shells, 
minerals, and fossils, and include 
both the Clarence Hay Library for 
natural history information and an 
on-site archaeology lab. Ongoing: 
“The Cape Takes Shape”; “What 
About Whales?” 

CAPE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS | 
508.385.4477 | Cape Playhouse, Rte 
6A, Dennis Village | Tues-Sat 10 
am-5 pm; Sun 1-5 pm | Admission 
$7, free for ages 16 and under and 
on Sat before 1 pm | The perma- 
nent collection features works by 
Ross Moffett, Arthur Diehl, 
William Paxton, Arnold Geissbuh- 
ler, Oliver Newberry Chaffee, and 
Sig Purwin 

COMMONWEALTH MUSEUM | 
617.727.9268 | 220 Morrissey Blvd, Co- 
lumbia Point, Boston | Mon-Fri 9 
am-5 pm; Sat 9 am-3 pm | Free ad 
mission | Ongoing: “Archaeology of 
the Central Artery: Highway to the 
Past” | Through June 2006: “Le 
Grand Derangement: The Acadian 
Exile in Massachusetts, 1755-1766” 
DECORDOVA MUSEUM | 
781.259.8355 | 51 Sandy Pond Rd, Lin- 
colin | Tues-Sun 11 am-5 pm | Admis 
sion $9, $6 for students, seniors, 
and children | Through Jan 8: 
“Munroe Ferguson: June” | “Robert 
Arnold: Zeno’s Paradox” | “Saga: 
The Journey of Arno Rafael Minkki- 
nen, Photographs 1970-2005” | 
“John Huddleston: Killing Ground, 
Photographs of the Civil War and 
the Changing American Land- 
scape” | Through Oct 2006: “Great 
Buys: Museum Purchases” 

— 35-acre Sculpture Park | open 
daily dawn-dusk | Recent additions 
include “Trojan Piggybank,” 
“Rooster Rings,” “Nam June Paik: 
Requiem for the 20th Century,” 
“Putto 4 over 4” 

— The Store @ DeCordova: Through 
Dec 31: “Annual Artists’ Market” 
ERIC CARLE MUSEUM OF PICTURE 
BOOK ART | 413.658.1100 | 125 West 
Bay Rd, Amherst | Tues-Sat 10 am-4 
pm; Sun noon-4 pm | Admission 
$7, $5 for students, seniors, teach- 
ers, children under 18 | Features 
picture book art from around the 
world | Through March 12: “Pictur- 
ing the World: The Art of Alice and 
Martin Provensen” 

FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM | 
978.345.4207 | 185 Elm St, Fitchburg | 
Tues-Sun noon-4 pm | Admission 
$7, $5 for students, seniors; free for 
children 12 and under | Through Jan 
2: “Asia Unearthed: Treasures from 
the Arthur M. Sackler Foundation, 
New York” | “Inspiring Minds 
Through Art” | “Collection Direc 
tions: Acquisitions in the Twenty- 
First Century” 

FRANKLIN PARK ZO0 | 617.541.L!- 
ON | 1 Franklin Park Rd, Boston | Dai- 
ly, 10 am-5 pm | Admission $9.50, 
$8 for seniors, $5 for ages 2-15, plus 
$1 for admission to Butterfly Land 
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ing | Home to over 150 species of 
mostly endangered or threatened 
animals including snow leopards, 
“Giraffe Savannah” ; “Kalahari 
Kingdom”; “Butterfly Landing” ; 
“Tropical Forest”; “Australian Out 
back Trail”; and “Bongo Congo” 
featuring bongo antelope, zebras, 
ostrich, ibex, auodad sheep and 
vultures 

FULLER CRAFT MUSEUM | 
508.588.6000 | 455 Oak St, Brockton 
| Daily, 10 am-5 pm | Admission $8, 
$5 for students + seniors, free for 
children under 12 | Permanent col- 
lection features over 4,000 pieces of 
igth and 20th century American art 
and crafts | Through Jan 2: “Ques- 
tioning Convention: The Studio 
Quilts of Michael James” | “Brad 
Story: Aerodreams: Carved Birds in 
Flight” | “Fur, Fins and Feathers: 
Glass from the Rifkin Collection” 
Through Feb 19: “Rude Osolnik: A 
Lifetime of Turning” | “Maishe 
Dickman: Atmospheres” | “Donna 
Rhae Marder: Size Matters” 
HARRISON GRAY OTIS HOUSE | 
617.227.3956 | 141 Cambridge St 
Boston | Wed-Sun 11 am-4:30 pm | 
Admission $8, $7 for seniors, $2.50 
for children | Designed by Charles 
Bulfinch in 1796 and restored in the 
1970’s, the grand mansion provides 
insight into the social, business, 
and family life of the American 
elite in the New Republic | Guided 
Tours of the house are Wed-Sun 11 
am-4 pm on the hour and half hour 
(all visitation is guided) 

HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES | 
978.744.0991 | 54 Turner St, Salem 
Mon-Sat 10 am-5 pm; Sun noon-5 
pm | Admission $8, $7 for seniors, 
$6 for ages 6-17, free for ages 5 and 
under | The House of the Seven 
Gables, the inspiration for 
Nathaniel Hawthorne's novel, is 
the oldest 17th-century mansion re- 
maining in New England. Furnish 
ings include furniture and artifacts 
spanning three centuries, includ 
ing Hawthorne memorabilia. The 
grounds also contain Hawthorne’s 
birthplace, a 19th-century counting 
house, period gardens, and a visi 
tor center with interactive video, 
orientation programs, and garden 
cafe | Currently on view: “Digging 
Up the Past: 330 Years of Salem’s 
History at the House of the Seven 
Gables” ; “Images of the Seven 
Gables: Paintings, Prints, and Pho- 
tographs of Salem's Most Illuminat- 
ed Home” 

INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY 
ART | 617.266.5152 | 955 Boylston St 
Boston | Tues-Wed, Fri noon-5 pm; 
Thurs noon-9 pm; Sat-Sun 11 am-5 
pm | Admission $7, $5 for seniors 
and students, free for children un- 
der 12, free after 5 pm on Thurs | Es- 
tablished in 1936 as the first non- 
collecting contemporary art institu- 
tion in the U.S. | Through Jan 16: 
“Utopia, Utopia = One World, One 
War, One Army, One Dress: New 
Work by Thomas Hirschhorn” | 
“Momentum: Paul Chan” 
ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER 
MUSEUM | 617.566.1401 | 280 The 
Fenway, Boston | Tues-Sun 11 am-5 
pm | Admission $10 ($11 on Sat- 
Sun), $7 for seniors, $5 for students 
with ID, free for ages 18 and under | 
The museum, built in the style of a 
isth-century Venetian palace, 
houses more than 2500 art objects, 
with emphasis on Italian Renais- 
sance and 17th-century Dutch 
works, Among the highlights are 
works by Rembrandt, Botticelli, 
Raphael, Titian, and Whistler | 
Guided tours given Fridays at 2:30 
pm | Through Jan 8: “A Pagan Feast: 
A Contemporary Holiday Table In- 
stallation” | Through March 26: 
“Gentile Bellini and the East” 
JACKSON HOMESTEAD | 
617.552.7238 | 527 Washington St, 
Newton | Tues-Sat 11 am-5 pm; Sun 
2-5 pm | Admission $5, $3 for chil- 
dren and seniors | Home of aboli- 
tionist William Jackson, includes 


exhibitions on Newton and region 


al history highlighting the commu- 


nity as an early railroad hub and 
the home itself as a stop on the 
Underground Railroad. Children’s 
gallery features hands-on exhibits 
Ongoing: “Building and Living in 
20th Century Newton”; “What 
Makes Community: Sense of Place 
in Chestnut Hill, Oak Hill & 
Thompsonville” ; “The Jacksons 
Contribution to Newton” ; “Chil- 
dren’s Gallery & Abolition Room”; 
“Dollis from Around the World” | 
Through Jan 2007: “Saved from 
the Dump” 

JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY AND 
MUSEUM | 617.514.1600 | Morrissey 


Bivd, Columbia Point, Boston | Daily, 


9 am-5 pm | Admission $10, $8 for 
students, seniors, $7 for ages 13-17, 
free for ages 12 and under | Exhibi- 
tions portraying the life, leader- 
ship, and legacy of President 
Kennedy through memorabilia, 


WHERE 





video presentations, and settings 
Ongoing: “Attorney General Robert 
F. Kennedy”; “Jacqueline Bouvier 
Kennedy: First Lady”; “John Glenn 
and the Space Race”; “The Cuban 
Missile Crisis”; “The Nixon v. 
Kennedy Presidential Race”; “The 
Struggle for Civil Rights”; “Mrs. 
Kennedy's Tour of the White 
House”; “The Kennedy Family;” 
“Jacqueline Kennedy Travels 
Abroad” | Through Spring 2006: 
“JFK in World War II” | Through Fall 
2006: “Handmade and Heartfelt: 
Folk Art from the Collections of the 
John F. Kennedy Presidential Li- 
brary” 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY NA- 
TIONAL HISTORIC SITE | 
617.566.7937 | 83 Beals St, Brookline | 
Wed-Sun 10 am-4:30 pm | Admis- 
sion $3, free for ages 16 and under | 
President Kennedy (born in 1917) 
and his family lived in this restored 
nine-room house until 1927. It was 


THE ARTIS 


OUR FAVORITE HOLIDAY ART HAUNTS 





The art world is so generous! Just 

when you've spent all you can 
spend and eaten all you can eat, it 
comes through with relatively inexpen- 
sive lo-cal visual treats, usually set in 
warm and merry environments. What 
follows is a subjective guide to some of 
the best local art spots, chosen by 
artists, curators, critics, and gallery di- 
rectors and inspired by both the season- 
al spirit of tradition and the artistic tra- 
dition of the unpredictable. 

Artist Gerry Bergstein says he’s a big 
fan of MIT's List Visual Arts Center, 
“which has wonderful shows, especially 
the current Christian Jankowski exhibi- 
tion.” Bergstein also visits and revisits 
small works by Manet and Sargent’s An 
Artist in His Studio (1904) at the Muse- 
um of Fine Arts. Tongue in cheek, he 
adds, “This is not art but I love it: near 
MIT on Mass Ave, a sign on the front of 
a building says ‘Metropolitan Storage 
Warehouse — Fire Proof’ But when part 
of the sign is blocked, it reads ‘Metro- 
politan Rage Warehouse — Ire Proof’ ” 

Art aficionados rave about the Glass 
Flowers at Harvard's Museum of Natural 
History. William Stover, assistant cura- 
tor of contemporary art at the MFA, e- 





mails, “! always take visitors to see the 
glass flowers — everyone falls in love 
with them.” Artist and writer Micah Ma- 
lone, editor of the on-line arts journal 
Big, Red and Shiny, concurs: “The glass 
flowers are among the most amazing 
objects I’ve seen. These naturalistic 
specimens show more craftsmanship, 
surprising beauty, and integrity than al- 
most any other collection in town.” 

On a chilly day, you'll find artist 
and independent writer/curator Reese 
Inman enjoying the Isabella Stewart 
Gardner Museum's garden courtyard, 
which offers “a great antidote to winter 
weather . . . just check your New Eng- 
land cold-weather gear in at the cloak- 
room and pretend you're in Italy.” 
DeCordova Museum curator Nick Capas- 
so likes to get outside: “Take a walk 
through Forest Hills Cemetery in Ja- 
maica Plain, it has great architecture, 
beautiful landscape, impressive 19th- 
century monuments, and contemporary 
outdoor sculpture. And it all looks fabu- 
lous in the snow!” Abigail Ross, director 
of the Judi Rotenberg Gallery, also likes 
to see art en plein air; her favorite art 
pastimes include visiting the DeCordo- 
va's sculpture park and the ICA's Vita 


the first home shared by the presi- 
dent's father and mother, Joseph P 
and Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy, and 
re-creates the social and political 
beginnings of one of the world’s 
most prominent families 
LONGFELLOW NATIONAL HiS- 
TORIC SITE | 617.876.4491 | 105 Brat 
tle St, Cambridge | Wed-Sun 10 
am-4:30 pm | Admission $3, free for 
15 and younger | Built in 1759, this 
Georgian mansion is where George 
Washington planned the siege on 
Boston during the Revolutionary 
War and later served as home to po- 
et Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. 
Ranger-guided tours throughout 
the day 

LONGYEAR MUSEUM | 
800.277.8943 | 1125 Boylston St, Rte 
9, Brookline | Mon, Wed-Sat, 10 
am-4 pm; Sun, 1-4 pm | Free admis- 
sion | Museum exhibits explore the 
life of Christian Science founder 
Mary Baker Eddy through artifacts, 
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manuscripts, books, and the biog 
raphical history of early workers in 
the Christian Science Church circa 
1910. Located on 8 acres including 
flower gardens, a fountain, pool, 
and statues. Now open: “Mary Bak 
er Eddy: A Spiritual Journey 
LORING-GREENOUGH HOUSE 
617.524.3158 | 12 South St, Jamaica 
Plain | Open for tours Tues, Sat, 10 
am-noon | Donation $3 | A pre-Rev 
olutionary house on the National 
Register of Historic Places decorat- 
ed in period furnishings, 
and objets d’art 
MARY BAKER EDDY LIBRARY 
617.450.7000 | 200 Mass Ave, Bo 
Tues-Sun 10 am-5 pm | Adi 
$5, $3 for students, seniors, c 
dren | Reflect in the Hall of Ideas 
explore goals in the Quest Gallery 
learn how a newspaper is put to 
gether in the Monitor Gallery, plus 
the famous Mapparium | Through 
Feb: “Fractions of Time Well Spent” 






Brevis projects and “driving around look- 
ing at the city’s architecture and chang- 
ing urban plan.” And Leonie Bradbury, 
gallery director at Montserrat College of 
Art, adds a cheer for downtown installa- 
tions: “! enjoy all of the ‘window’ art 
projects going up all over the city. Yeah 
for public art!” 


_Randi Hopkins 


“Christian Jankowski: Everything Fell 
Together” @ MIT LIST VISUAL ARTS 
CENTER, 20 Ames Street, Cambridge | 
through Dec. 31 | 617.253.4680 or 
web.mit.edu/lvac/www | HARVARD 
MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, 26 
Oxford Street, Cambridge | 617.495.3045 
or www.hmnh.harvard.edu | ISABELLA 
STEWART GARDNER MUSEUM, 280 the 
Fenway, Boston | 617.566.1401 or 
www.gardnermuseum.org | MUSEUM OF 
FINE ARTS, 465 Huntington Avenue, 
Boston | 617.267.9300 or www.mfa.org | 
DeCORDOVA MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE 
PARK, 51 Sandy Pond Road, Lincoin | 
781.259.8355 or www.decordova.org | 
INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART, 
955 Boylston Street, Boston | 617.266.5152 
or www.icaboston.org | BOSTON ART 
WINDOWS, various downtown locations, 
Boston | www.cityofboston.gov/bra/baw 





ostumes, 









MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART 
413.664.4481 | 87 Marshall St, North 
Adams | Daily 10 am-s pm | Admis 
sion $10, $8 for students, $4 fo 
6-16, free for children under 6 
going: “Joseph Beuys: Light 
with Stag in Its Glare”; 
Supercharge: Hand Painte 
Posters from Chana”; “Natalie Je 
mijenko: Tree Logic”; “Sound Art at 
MASS MoCA 

MUSEUM OF AFRO-AMERICAN 
HISTORY | 617.742.1854 | 46 Joy St 
Boston | Mon-Sat 10 am-4 pm | Free 
admission | C ction includes doc 
artifacts, and art works 

g to the African American 
1 New England. In 
cludes the African Meeting House, 
tanding black church in 
America; and the Abeil Smith 
School, Boston's first public school 
for Black children and an early 
home of the Abolitionist movement 
Through Dec 31: “Words of Thun 
der: William Lloyd Garrison and the 
Ambassadors of Abolition 

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS 


617.267.9300 | 465 Huntington Ave 
















































Boston | Sat-Sun 10 am 
Mon-Tues 1 

10 am-9 pm (Only West Wing 
open Thurs-Fri after 5 pm) | Adrr 
sion $15 Tt studer C 
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Cloth: Stoles by h 
MUSEUM OF SCIENCE 
rk, Boston | Sat-Thurs 
Admis 
: lors, $12 for a 
The M m features the 
ater of Electricity (with indoor 
thunder-and-lighting shows daily, 
noon, 2 pm; Fri 7 pm) and more 
than 600 hands-on exhibits | Ongo 
ing: “A Bird’s World”; “Dinosaurs 
Modeling the Mesozoic”; “Current 
Science & Technology Center”; 
Journey into Amazing Caves” 
“Natural Mysteries”; “Cahner 
puterPlace”; “The Virtual Fish 
Tank”; “The Light House: Beaming, 
Bo ing, and Bending Light”; 
“Messages” ; “Science in the Park 
Playing with Forces and Motion”; 
Human Body Connection”; “The 
Computing Revolution” | Through 
April 30: “Star Wars: Where Science 
Meets Imagination” 
MUSEUM OF TRANSPORTATION 
617.522.6547 | Larz Anderson Park, 15 
Newton St, Brookline | Tues-Sun 10 
am-5 pm | Admission $5, $3 for sen 
iors, students, and ages 6-16 | Ex 
hibits focus on the automobile and 
its role in American society | Ongo- 
ing: “New England Paves the Way” 
NAISMITH MEMORIAL BASKET- 
BALL HALL OF FAME | 413.781.6500 
1150 West Columbus Ave, Springfield 
Daily 10 am-5 pm | Admission $10, 
$6 for youth 7-14, children free | A 
48,000 square foot, three-level mu 
seum highlighting all levels of the 
game, featuring a virtual-reality 
game, interactive video monitors, a 
movie theater, hoop shoot-out, and 
historic memorabilia | Ongoing: 
“Freedom To Play: The Life & Times 
of Basketbali’s African-American 
Pioneers” 
NATIONAL CENTER OF AFRO- 
AMERICAN ARTISTS | 617.442.8614 | 
300 Walnut Ave, Roxbury | Tues-Sun 
1-5 pm | Admission $4, $3 for stu 
Continued on p 24 
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Continued from p 23 
dents and seniors | Ongoing 
“Aspelta: A Nubian King’s Burial 
Chamber” 
NATIONAL HERITAGE MUSEUM 
781.861.6553 | 33 Marrett Rd, Lexing 
ton | Mon-Sat 10 
noon-s pm | Free 
ing: “Lexington Alarm’d, 
duction to Colonial Le» 
ploring the town’s con 
the Revol ary War; “Made in 
Massachusetts;” “To Build and Sus 
tain: Fr lasons in 
Community”; “A Climpse of Boston 
Theater: 1850-1903” | T ugh 
“September 11: Beari 
to History” | Thre 
Teenage Hoboes 
Depre n: Materials from the 
Uys Family Collection” | Through 
March 3: “Blue Monday: Doing 
Laundry in America 
NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM 
617.973.5200 | Central Wharf, Boston 
Mon-Fri 9 am-5 pm; Sat-Sun, 9 
am-6 pm | Admission $13.50, $11.50 
for seniors, $7.50 for ages 3-11, free 
for children under 3 | More thar 
exhibits featuring aquatic animals 
from Boston Harbor to the Amazon 
River | Includes the 200,000-gallon 
giant ocean tank, with sharks, 
moray eels, 600 pound sea turtles, 
and hundreds of other Caribbean 
creatures | Pick up a hermit crab or 
watch vets care for animals in the 
Aquarium Medical Center 
— Now open: “Living Links 
Choices for Survival” with baby sea 
turtles, poison arrow frogs, and 
rare tropical fish that shows how 
people affect aquatic life both 
positively and negatively around 
the world | Through Dec 2005: 
“Amazing Jellies” 
NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM | 
413.298.4100 | 9 Glendale Rd, Stock- 
bridge | Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm; Sat 
Sun 10 am-s5 pm | Admission $12, 
free for ages 18 and under when 
accompanied by an adult | The Mu 
seum houses Rockwell's studio, 
and the world’s largest collection 
of his paintings | Ongoing: “My 
Adventures as an Illustrator” | 
Through May 31: “National Geo 
graphic: The Art of Exploration” | 
Through Feb 5: “Tasha Tudor’s 
Spirit of the Holidays” 
OLD NORTH CHURCH | 617.523.6676 
| 193 Salem St, Boston | Daily, 9 
am-5 pm | Admission $8, $5 for 
ages 15 and under | Built in 1723, 
Boston's oldest church continues as 
an active Episcopal Church with 
services every Sunday 
OLD SOUTH MEETING HOUSE 
617.482.6439 | 310 Washington St 
Boston | Daily 10 am-4 pm | Admis 
sion $5, $4 for students and sen 
iors, $1 for children | Amuseum 
and historic site built in 1729 as a 
Puritan house of worship, the 
Meeting House served as the loca 
tion for meetings of Colonial revo 
lutionaries leading up to the war 
for independence | Ongoing: “Voic 
es of Protest”; “Behind the Scaffold 
ing”; “If These Walls Could Speak” 
OLD STATE HOUSE | 617.720.1713 
206 Washington St, Boston | Daily 9 
am-s5 pm | Admission $5, $4 for stu 
dents and seniors, $1 for ages 6-18 | 
Ongoing exhibits detail the history 
of Boston during the Revolution, 
the history of firefighting, the John 
Hancock family, inns and taverns, 
and the Massachusetts Supreme Ju- 
dicial Court. Also administers a 
Boston reference library and photo 
graphic resource center at 15 State 
St | Now open: “Where in the World 
Dees Boston Come From?” | Ongo- 
ing: “A History of Boston through 
Fire”; “The Boston Massacre: A 
Sound and Light Show’ 
ORCHARD HOUSE/HOME OF THE 
ALCOTTS | 978.369.4118 | 399 Lexing 
ton Rd, Concord | Mon-Fri 11 am-3 
pm; Sat 10 am-4:30 pm; Sun 1-4:30 
pm | Admission $6, $5 for students 
and seniors, $4 for ages 6-17, free 
for ages 5 and under | Home of the 
Alcotts and the site where Louisa 
May Alcott wrote Little Women in 
1868 | Features personal objects and 
furnishings that belonged to the 
Alcott family, the Concord School 
of Philosophy, and historical pro- 
grams and exhibitions. The muse- 
um offers a variety of guided “liv 
ing history” tours 
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PAUL REVERE HOUSE | 
617.523.2338 | 19 North Square 
Boston | Tues-Sun 9:30 am-5:15 pm 
50, $2 for students 

$1 for children | Re 
entury house owned by 
e during the Revolutionary 
Next door is the Pierce/Hich 
House, a Georgian brick build 
i uilt circa 1711 

PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM 
378.745.9500 | East India Square 
Liberty & Essex Sts, Salem | Daily 10 
am-5 pm | Admission $13, $11 for 
seniors, $9 for students, free for 
ages 16 and under | The recently 
transfor d Peabody Essex Muse 
nts art and culture from 
New England and around the 
world. The museum’s collections 
showcase a spectrum of American 
art and architecture and Asian, 
Asian Export, Native American 
African, Oceanic, Maritime, and 
Photography collections. The mus 
um campus features numerous 
parks, period gardens, and 24 his 
toric properties, including Yin Yu 
Tang, a 200-year old house that is 
the only example of Chinese do 
mestic architecture on display in 
the United States | Ongoing: “All of 
My Life: Contemporary Works by 
Native American Artists” | “Expos 
ing the Source: The Paintings of 
Nalini Malani” | Through March 5, 
2006: “The Artful Teapot: 20th Cen 
tury Expressions from the Camm 
Collection.” | Through July 23: “Taj 
Mahal, the Building of a Legend” 
SKYWALK OBSERVATORY | 
617.859.0648 | Prudential Building 
50th Floor, 800 Boylston St, Boston | 
Daily 10 am-10 pm | Ongoing: 
“Wings Over Boston: Aerial Video 
Tour of the City”; “Dreams of Free 
dom Immigration Museum”; “Ted 
Williams Exhibition” ; “The Sights 
and Sounds of Boston”; “Famous 
Bostonians” ; “Boston Map” 
SOMERVILLE MUSEUM | 
617.666.9810 | 1 Westwood Rd, 
Somerville | Thurs 2-7 pm; Fri 2-5 
pm; Sat noon-5 pm | 

SPORTS MUSEUM OF NEW ENG- 
LAND AT THE FLEETCENTER | 
617.624.1234 | Causeway St, Boston | 
Tues-Sat 10 am-5 pm; Sun noon-5 
pm | Admission $5, $4 for seniors 
and ages 6-17, free for ages 6 and 
under | A showcase for Boston 
sports history with exhibits dedi- 
cated to the Celtics, Bruins, Boston 
Garden, and the FleetCenter | Cur 
rently on view: “Ted Williams: An 
American Hero” 

STERLING AND FRANCINE CLARK 
ART INSTITUTE | 413.458.2303 | 225 
South St, Williamstown | Open Dai- 
ly, 10 am-5 pm | Admission $10, 
free for 18 and under | Museum's 
collection centers on French Im 
pressionist paintings, including 
over 30 by Renoir, plus American 
works by Homer, Sargent, Cassatt, 
and Remington, as well as exten 
















um pres 





sive collections of prints, drawings, 


silver, and sculpture | Ongoing: 
“The Clark: Celebrating so Years of 
Art in Nature” | Film series: “Rivers 
and Tides: Andrew Coldsworthy 
Working with Time [2001] | 
Through Jan 16: “Winslow Homer: 
Making Art, Making History” | 
Through May 2006: “So Favorites” | 
Through Summer 2006: “Hail to 
the Chiefs: Cilbert Stuart’s Por 
traits of Washington, Jefferson, 
and Madison” | Through June 18: 
“Pastels” 

STONE PARK ZO0 | 781.438.5100 | 
149 Pond St, Stoneham | Mon-Fri 10 
am-5 pm; Sat-Sun 10 am-6 pm | Ad 
mission $6, $5 for seniors, $4 for 
children | Home to over nine ani 
mal exhibits including a herd of bi 
son, a colony of flamingoes, and 
spider monkeys | Ongoing: “Snowy 
Owl Creek”; “Touchable Barnyard” 
USS CONSTITUTION MUSEUM | 
617.426.1812 | Charlestown Navy Yard 
Boston | Daily 10 am-5 pm | Free ad 
mission | Ongoing: “Around the 
World in Old Ironsides,” chronicling 
the Constitution's diplomatic mis 
sion, and “A Look Below the Water 
line: Preserving Old Ironsides” 
which explores past and current 
restorations of the boat 
WADSWORTH ATHENEUM | 
860.278.2670 | 600 Main St, Hart- 
ford, CT | Wed-Fri 11 am-s5 pm; Sat 
Sun 10 am-5 pm | Admission $10, 


$8 for seniors, $5 for students, free 
for ages 12 and under | Collections 
of American and European paint 
ings and sculpture, as well as glass, 
silver, Wallace Nutting furniture, 
and Meissen porcelain. The second 
floor of the Morgan Building fea 
tures the J. Pierpont Morgan collec 
tion of American decorative arts | 
Ongoing: “We Also Served: African 
Americans in the U.S. Military - 
Selections from the John H. Motley 
Collection” | Through Dec 31: “Dali, 
Picasso, and the Surrealist Vision” 
Through Jan 15: “Old Masters/New 
Directions: A Decade of Collecting” 
Through Feb 5: “Kota Ezawa/MA 
TRIX 154” | Through May 21: “Fol 
lowing the North Star: From Civil 
War to Civil Rights” 
WORCESTER ART MUSEUM 
508.799.4406 | 55 Salisbury St 
Worcester | Wed, Fri, Sun, 11 am-5 
pm; Thurs, 11 am-8 pm; Sat, 10 
am-s5 pm | Admission $8, $6 for 
seniors and students, free for ages 
17 and under, admission free Sat 10 
am-noon | The museum includes 
an extensive collection of Asian art 
in its Chinese, Japanese, Indian, 
and Islamic galleries. Korean ce 
ramics from the 5th and 6th cen 
turies are on display. The Marianne 
E. Gibson Gallery includes works by 
John Singleton Copley, James Peale, 
Robert Fulton, and Edward Savage 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


ADDISON GALLERY AT PHILLIPS 
ACADEMY | 978.749.4015 | Rte 28 & 
Chapel Ave, Andover | Tues-Sat 10 
am-5 pm; Sun 1-5 pm | Through Dec 
31: “Unfamiliar Territory: Pho- 
tographs by Oscar Palacio” 
BOSTON CITY HALL | 617.635.3245 
Boston City Hall, One City Hall Plaza, 
Boston | Mon-Fri 9 am-s5 pm | 
Through Jan 15: “Boston Press Pho- 
tographers’ Award-Winning Pho- 
tographs of 2004” 

BUNKER HILL COMMUNITY COL- 
LEGE | 617.228.2018 | 250 New 
Rutherford Ave, Boston | Call for 
hours | Through Dec 23: “Final Ex- 
posure: Portraits from Death Row” 
DECORDOVA MUSEUM | 
781.259.8355 | 51 Sandy Pond Rd, Lin- 
coln | Tues-Sun 11 am-5 pm | Admis- 
sion $6, $4 for seniors, students, 
and children | Through Jan 8: 
“Saga: The Journey of Ammo Rafael 
Minkkinen, Photographs 1970- 
2005” | “John Huddleston: Killing 
Ground, Photographs of the Civil 
War and the Changing American 
Landscape” 

FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM | 
978.345.4207 | 185 Elm St, Fitchbure | 
Tues-Sun noon-4 pm | Admission 
$7, $5 for students, seniors; free for 
children 12 and under | Through Jan 
2: “Chester Michalik: Photographs 
of Contemporary Japan” 

FRENCH LIBRARY AND CULTURAL 
CENTER | 617.912.0400 | 53 Marlbor- 
ough St, Boston | Tues-Thurs 10 
am-8 pm; Fri-Sat 10 am-5 pm | 
Through Jan 2: “Hommage a Henri 
Cartier-Bresson” 

GRIFFIN MUSEUM OF PHOTOGRA- 
PHY | 781.729.1158 | 67 Shore Rd, 
Winchester | Tues-Sun noon-4 pm | 
Admission $5, $2 seniors, free for 
children and students; free admis- 
sion for all on Thurs | Through Dec 
30: “A Singular Vision: Images by 
Arthur Griffin (1929-1951)” | 
Through Jan 2: Peter Urban: 
“Widescreen Portraits” 

HARVARD MUSEUM OF NATURAL 
HISTORY | 617.495.3045 | 26 Oxford 
St | Daily 9 am-5 pm | Admission 
$7.50, $6 for students and seniors, 
$5 for ages 3-18, free for ages 2 and 
under and Sun 9.am-noon | 
Through March 26: “Robert Turner: 
Rare Places in Rare Light” 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY | Cambridge | 

— MIT Museum | 617.253.4444 | 265 
Mass Ave | Tues-Fri 10 am-§ pm; 
Sat-Sun noon-s5 pm | Admission $5, 
$2 for seniors, students, and youth 
5-18 | Ongoing: “Flashes of Inspira 
tion: The Work of Doc Edgerton” 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS | 
617.267.9300 | 465 Huntington Ave, 
Boston | Sat-Tues 10 am-4:45 pm; 
Wed-Fri 10 am-9:45 pm | Admission 


$15, $13 for seniors, students, free 
for ages 17 and under during non 
school hours. Voluntary contribu 
tion after 4 pm Wed | Through Jan 
4: “Ansel Adams” | Through Jan 16: 
‘Zhang Huan: Seeds of Hamburg” 
PANOPTICON GALLERY BOSTON | 
Hotel Commonwealth | 617.267.8929 | 
500 Comm Ave, Boston | Call fox 
hours | Through Jan 21: Holiday 
Show 

PANOPTICON GALLERY 
WALTHAM | 781.647.0100 | 435 
Moody St, Waltham | Mon-Fri 10 
am-6 pm | Through Jan 14: “Tradi 
tional Photographs by Paul Wain 
wright” 

PEABODY MUSEUM OF ARCHAE- 
OLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY | 
617.496.1027 | 11 Divinity Ave, Cam 
bridge | Call for hours | Ongoing: 
‘Breaking the Silence: Nineteenth 
Century Indian Delegations to 
Washington, D.C.” 
PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE CEN- 
TER AT BOSTON UNIVERSITY | 
617.353.0600 | 832 Comm Ave 
Boston | Tues-Fri 10 am-6 pm; 
Thurs until 8 pm; Sat-Sun noon- 

5 pm | Through Jan 22: “Croup 
Portrait” 

PINE MANOR COLLEGE | Hess 
Gallery | 617.731.7157 | 400 Heath St, 
Chestnut Hill | Mon-Thurs 8:30 
am-1o pm; Fri., 8:30 am-5 pm; Sat 
noon-4 pm; Sun 2-10 pm | Through 
Jan 28: “Alfosina Betancourt- Pass 
port: A Photographic Journey” 


SCHOOLS & 
UNIVERSITIES 


BOSTON COLLEGE | McMullen Mu- 
seum | 617.552.8100 | Chestnut Hill | 
Mon-Fri 11 am-3 pm; Sun noon-5 
pm; Closed holidays | Thomas P. 
O'Neill, Jr. Library 617.552.4470 | 
Mon-Sat 11 am-4 pm | Ongoing: 
““Tip’ O’Neill Memorial Exhibit” 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY | 617.353.3349 
— Boston University Art Gallery | 
617.353.3329 | 855 Comm Ave | Tues- 
Fri 10 am-5 pm | Sat-Sun 1-5 pm | 
Closed Dec 23-Jan 10 | Through 

Jan 22: “Syncopated Rhythms: 
2oth-Century African American 

Art from the George and Joyce Wein 
Collection” 

— Howard Gotlieb Archival Research 
Center | 617.353.3696 | 771 Comm Ave 
| Through Oct 2006: “Espionage: In- 
telligence, Secrets and Spies” 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY AND RAD- 
CLIFFE INSTITUTE | Cambridge 
Through Jan 21: “Peak Color: Works 
on Paper by Kyle Larabee” 

— Arnold Arboretum of Harvard Uni- 
versity | 617.524.1718 | 125 Arborway, 
Jamaica Plain | Call for hours | More 
than 6500 species of plants in a 265- 
acre botanical garden designed by 
Frederick Law Olmsted Through Jan 
21: “Peak Color: Works on Paper by 
Kyle Larabee” 

— Busch-Reisinger Museum | 
617.495.9400 | 32 Quincy St | Mon- 
Sat 10 am-5 pm; Sun 1-5 pm | Ad 
mission $7.50, $6 for students and 
seniors; free for ages 18 and under; 
free on Sat 10 am-noon | Tours 
Mon-Fri 1 pm | Features Central and 
Northern European art, including 
late medieval, Renaissance, and 
Baroque sculpture, 16th-century 
painting, and 18th-century porce- 
lain. Features a collection of 20th- 
century German works |— Gallery 
lectures are free with museum ad 
mission | Through Feb 26: “Stratifi- 
cation: An Installation of Works 
since 1960” 

— Carpenter Center for the Visual 
Arts | 617.495.3251 | 24 Quincy St | 
Mon-Sat 9 am-11:30 pm; Sun 
noon-11:30 pm Through Jan 5: 
“Modest Sublime” | Through April 
16: “Quantum Grids: Sol LeWitt, 
Yayoi Kusama, Cai Guo-Qiang” 

— Fogg Art Museum | 617.495.9400 | 
32 Quincy St | Mon-Sat 10 am-s5 pm; 
Sun 1-5 pm | Admission $7.50; $6 
for seniors and students; free for 
those under 18; free admission Sat 
10 am-noon | Tours Mon-Fri 11 am | 
The decorative arts gallery includes 
17th- and 1.8th-century British and 
American silver, furniture, and 
porcelain. The Maurice Wertheim 
Collection features Impressionist 
and Post-Impressionist works | On- 





going: “To Students of Art and 
Lovers of Beauty: Highlights from 
the Collection of Grenville L 
Winthrop.” | Through March 12: “To 
Delight the Eye” 
— Harvard University Museum of 
Natural History | 617.495.3045 | 26 
Oxford St | Daily, 9 am-5 pm | Ad 
mission $7.50, $6 for students and 
seniors, $5 for ages 3-18, free for 
ages 2 and under. Free on Sun 9 
am-noon | The “Ware Collection of 
Class Models and Plants” includes 
more than 3,000 glass flowers. The 
Mineralogical and Geological Muse 
ums feature mineral and ore collec 
tions, with displays of gems and 
meteorites. The Museum of Com 
parative Zoology covers species 
from the earliest fossil inverte 
brates and reptiles to fish and rep 
tiles alive today. Exhibitions also 
include whale skeletons, the 
largest turtle shell ever found, the 
Harvard mastodon, and a 42-foot 
long Kronosaurus, the only com 
plete and mounted model of the sea 
reptile in the country | Ongoing ex 
hibits include “Modeling Nature” 
an exhibit on glass and its use as 
an artistic and scientific medium | 
“Birthstones” | a “Creat Mammal” 
hall | the Romer Hall of Vertebrate 
Paleontology | “Climate Change: 
Our Global Experiment” 
— Houghton Library | 617.495.2509 | 
Harvard Yard near Mass Ave + 
Quincy St Mon-Fri 9 am-5 pm; Sat 9 
am-1 pm | Through Dec 23: “Hans 
Christian Andersen at 200” 
— Peabody Museum of Archaeology 
and Ethnology | 617.496.1027 | 11 Di- 
vinity Ave | Ongoing: “Hall of the 
North American Indian: Change 
and Continuity” | “Pacific Islands 
Art and Artifacts” | “Distinguished 
Casts: Curating Lost Monuments” | 
“Encounters with the Americas” | 
Through March 30, 2006: “Gifts of 
the Great River: Arkansas Effigy 
Pottery from the Edwin Curtiss Col- 
lection” | Through June 30: “The 
Moche of Ancient Pero Media & 
Messages” 
— Arthur M. Sackler Museum | 
617.495.9400 | 485 Broadway | Mon 
Sat 10 am-5 pm; Sun 1-5 pm | Ad 
mission $7.50, $6 for seniors and 
students; free for ages 18 and un- 
der; free admission Sat 10 
am-noon | Docent tours Mon-Fri 2 
pm | The second and fourth floors 
feature a permanent collection of 
works from Oriental, Islamic, Ro 
man, and other ancient cultures | 
Through Jan 29: “Silver and 
Shawls: India, Europe, and the 
Colonial Art Market” 
— Schlesinger Library | 617.495.8647 
| Radcliffe Yard, between Brattle 
and Garden Sts, Cambridge | 
Mon-Fri 9 am-5 pm; Wed till 8 pm | 
Through March 31: “Women 
and War” 
— Semitic Museum | 617.495.4631 | 6 
Divinity Ave | Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm; 
Sun 1-4 pm | Ongoing: “Nuzi and 
the Hurrians: Fragments from a 
Forgotten Past” | “Ancient Cyprus: 
The Cesnola Collection” | “The 
Sphinx and the Pyramids: 100 
Years of American Archaeology at 
Giza” | “The Houses of Ancient Is 
Tael: Domestic, Royal, Divine” 
MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF 
ART | 617.232.1555 | Tower Bidg, 621 
Huntington Ave, Boston | Mon-Fri 10 
am-1o pm; Sat 11 am-10 pm 
— Stephen D. Paine Gallery | Mon- 
Fri noon-6 pm | Sat 11 am-5 pm | 
Through Jan 10: work by Michael 
Queenland | Through Jan 14: 
“Braun: 50 Years of Design” 
— Student Life Gallery | Kennedy 
Bldg, 621 Huntington Ave, 2nd floor 
| Mon-Fri 9 am-8 pm | Ongoing: 
“Under Pressure” 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY | Cambridge | 
— MIT Museum | 617.253.4444 | 265 
Mass Ave | Tues-Fri 10 am-5 pm | 
Sat-Sun noon-s5 pm | Admission $5 
| Ongoing: “Mind and Hand: The 
Making of MIT Scientists and En- 
gineers” | “Robots and Beyond: Ex- 
ploring Artificial Intelligence at 
MIT” | “Holography: The Light 
Fantastic” | “Flashes of Inspira- 
tion: The Work of Doc Edgerton” | 
“Gestural Engineering: The Sculp- 
ture of Arthur Ganson” | “Thinka- 
palooza” | “Young Inventors at 
MIT” | Through Jan 13: “iSPOTS: 


Living and Working in MIT's Wire 
less Campus” | Through Feb 17: 
“Finding Form: The Art of Richard 
Filipowski” | Through June 11: 
“Scopes, Station Wagons and Sol- 
der: Unexpected Images from the 
Rad Lab and RLE Collections” 
— Compton Gallery | 617.253.4444 | 
77 Mass Ave | Daily 9 am-5 pm 
Through Jan 6: “Scientific Set 
tings: Photos of MIT Labs 
— Hart Nautical Galleries 
617.253.5492 | 55 Mass Ave | Daily, 9 
am-8 pm | Ongoing: “Ship Models 
The Evolution of Ship Design 
Deep Frontiers: Ocean Engineer 
ing at MIT” | “IQuarium” 
— List Visual Arts Center | 
617.253.4680 | 20 Ames St, 
Cambridge | Daily noon-6 pm 
Through Dec 31: “Christian 
Jankowski: Everything Fell 
Together” 
— Media Test Wall | 617.253.4400 | 
Whitaker Bldg No. 56 | Open 
round the clock | Through Dec 31: 
“Critters” 
— Strobe Alley | 617.253.4629 | 
77 Mass Ave | Call for hours | 
Ongoing: “Never Stop Learning: 
The Life and Legacy of Harold 
Edgerton” 
— Weisner Student Art Gallery | 
617.253.7019 | 84 Mass Ave | 
Through Jan 11: “10 Minutes 
with Max” 
— Wolk Gallery | 617.253.7334 | 
Room 7-338 | 77 Mass Ave | Through 
Dec 22: “Architecture and Revolu 
tion in Cuba: 1959-1969” 
— Women's Studies Program | 
617.253.8844 | Room 14E-316, 77 
Mass Ave | Call for hours | Ongo 
ing: “Women at MIT” 
MONTSERRAT COLLEGE OF ART 
GALLERY | 978.922.8222 | 23 Essex 
St, Beverly | Mon-Thurs 10 am-6 
pm; Fri 10 am-5 pm; Sat noon-5 
pm | Through Feb 4: “Plastic 
Princess: Barbie as Art” 
NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY | 
617.373.2249 | Boston | 
— Ryder Hall Atrium | 147 Forsyth 
St | Daily 7 am-11 pm | Ongoing: 
“Recent Urban Design: Work in 
Boston” 
REGIS COLLEGE | Carney Gallery | 
781.768.8367 | 235 Wellesley St, We- 
ston | Mon-Fri 10 am-4q pm | 
— Spellman Museum of Stamps & 
Postal History | Thurs-Sun noon-5 
pm | Admission $5, $3 for students 
and seniors, free for ages 16 and 
under | Exhibits include rare Lind 
bergh material from 1927 transat- 
lantic flight, US and Boston air 
mail history, and international 
airmail including the world’s first 
airmail flight in India in 1911 
RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DE- 
SIGN | Museum of Art | 
401.454.6500 | 224 Benefit St, Provi- 
dence, Ri | Tues-Sun 10 am-s pm | 
Admission $6, $5 for seniors, $3 for 
students, $2 for ages 5-18 | Ongo- 
ing: “19th-Century Painting, 
Sculpture and Decorative Arts” | 
“Rethinking the Romans: New 
Views of Ancient Sculpture” | 
Through Jan 1: “The Lure of Ink: 
Japanese Monochromatic Prints 
and Books” | Through Jan 15: 
“Edgar Degas: Six Friends at 
Dieppe” | Through Jan 16: “The Nee- 
dle’s Excellence: Ottoman Embroi- 
deries” | Through Jan 22: “French 
Drawings in the Time of Degas” | 
Through Jan 29” “Japonisme: Japan- 
ese Prints and Their Influence in 
1gth-Century France” | Through Jan 
22: “Export/Import: Recent Acquisi 
tions of Contemporary Art” | 
Through Feb 5: “Term Limits: Tex- 
tiles in Contemporary Art” | 
Through Feb 12: “Lenore Tawney” 
SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY | New Eng- 
land School of Art & Design Gallery | 
617.536.0383 | 75 Arlington St, 
Boston | Mon-Fri 9 am-9 pm; Sat 9 
am-5 pm; Sun noon-s5 pm | 
Through Dec 22, Abraham Lubels- 
ki: “The Show Has Been Can- 
celled” and Andrew Tavarelli: 
“Double Vision” 
TUFTS UNIVERSITY | Art Gallery | 
617.627.3518 | 40R Talbot Ave, Med- 
ford | Tues-Sun 11 am-5 pm; Thurs 
11 am-8 pm | 
— Royall House Slave Quarters | 
781.396.9032 | 15 George St | 
Wed-Sun 2-5 pm | Ongoing: “From 
Africa to Medford: The Untold 
Story of the Royall House Slaves” 
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eality TV and disaster movies 
were nothing compared to 
Mother Nature in 2005, so it’s 
only fitting that a hurricane 
tops the list of the year’s most 
memorable television programming. 


@ KATRINA COVERAGE 

As the world watched, Hurricane Katrina 
brought misery to the Gulf Coast anda 
massive career boost to CNN’s intrepid 
(and fabulously groomed) Anderson Coop- 
er. But the real storm hit when the sun 
came out and the failure of government 
at every level lay exposed in the glare of 
the 24-hour cable news channels. The ef- 
fect of seeing poor African-American resi- 
dents of New Orleans begging for food 
and water was something no amount of 
Bush Administration voodoo could exor- 
cise from viewers’ eyeballs. Jolted by this 
glimpse of a separate and unequal nation 
amid the floodwaters, Americans re- 
sponded to the celebrity appeals of hurri- 
cane-relief telethons and turned thumbs 
down on the president’s “handling” of 
the crisis. For an intense week, the TV 
images of the social impact of Katrina 
threatened to become this generation’s 
version of Harvest of Shame, Edward R. 
Murrow’s famed 1960 CBS documentary 
about the plight of migrant farm work- 
ers. And then, you know, a new season of 
America’s Next Top Model started and 
people, like, moved on. 


@ LOST | asc 

The brilliant first season ended with the 
show moving to the next level — literally, 
with the castaways’ discovery of a subter- 
tanean biosphere. The second season is 
carrying this reinvention farther by intro- 
ducing several new castaways who had 
been seated in the missing tail section of 
the plane. Lost remains the most surpris- 
ing show on television, a haunting and 
often profound meditation on guilt, 


\ AT LEAST 70 KATRINA-RELATED 
DEATHS IN FLA., ALA., MISS. 


HARVEST OF SHAME And then America moved on. 
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faith, and redemption set in a shadow- 
land between life and death, reality 
and illusion. 


@ VERONICA MARS | vpn 

This sparklingly written mystery/drama 
about a teenage sleuth (feisty Kristen 
Bell) in a socio-economically divided 
suburb was anointed the (un-sci-fi) suc- 
cessor to Buffy the Vampire Slayer by no less 
than Buffy creator Joss Whedon. After 
singing the show’s praises on his Web 
site, Whedon was invited on for a cameo 
appearance. No disrespect, Joss, but we 
knew Veronica was cool even before you 
showed up. 


@ ROME ano DEADWOOD | He0 
Deadwood depicts the birth of American 
capitalism amid the blood and filth of the 
Old West; Rome depicts the struggle to 
maintain the ideals of the Republic amid 
the blood and filth of Julius Caesar’s 
reign. Okay, they’re basically the same 
show. But what a show . . . Deadwood had 
a mesmerizing second season, with the 
fine cast making beautiful work of the 
writing’s Shakespearean rhythms. The 
lavish and sensual Rome gave us the 
everyday life of the empire as seen 
through the eyes of two fictionalized, 
flawed heroes, Vorenus, a tragic centuri- 
on much like the stiff-necked sheriff on 
Deadwood, and Pullo, his genial brute of a 
pal. And then there are the women of 
Rome and Deadwood, who display even 
more shrewdness, ambition, and animal- 
istic appetite than the men. Neither se- 
ries would have been possible without the 
inroads into adult storytelling made by 
HBO’s Sunday-time-slot forerunner, The 
Sopranos. Actually, The Sopranos is pretty 
much what you get when you put Rome 
and Deadwood together. 


® VIVA BLACKPOOL | sac america 
The best mini-series of the year, Viva Black- 
pool was a murder mystery/ 
drama/comedy/musical 
about a cheeky Elvis-wor- 
shipping arcade owner 
who dreams of building a 
Vegas-style casino in his 
cruddy English seaside 
town. Yes, the six-hour 
program owed a lot to Den- 
nis Potter’s The Singing Detec- 
tive — the production was 
laced with fantasy musical 
numbers in which charac- 
ters bared their souls as 
g4.07 they sang along to record- 
ings by everyone from Elvis 
Presley to Elvis Costello. 
But Viva Blackpool pulled off 
the homage with a style 
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LOST It remains the most surprising show on television. 


and chutzpah all its own. David Morrissey 
(as rascally dreamer Ripley Holden), Sarah 
Parish (as his depressed wife), and David 
Tennant (as a charming, junk-food- 
chomping detective) made an unforget- 
table romantic triangle. Watch for it 

on DVD. 


© BONES ano HOUSE | Fox 

What do women want (part one)? To 
judge from the popularity of House and 
its newly minted sex symbol, Dr. Greg 
House (Hugh Laurie), we want a dark, 
damaged bastard whom we can rehabili- 
tate (or so we think) with our boundlessly 
forgiving love. What do women want 
(part two)? To judge from the popularity 
of the rookie crime drama Bones, we 
want a brainy, courageous, somewhat 
vulnerable heroine (Emjly Deschanel as 
forensic anthropologist Temperance 
“Bones” Brennan) with whom we can 
identify. And because we’re women, we 
want her to have a hunky FBI-guy part- 
ner. The fact that he used to be Angel 
the vampire in a previous TV life doesn’t 
hurt either. 


@ RESCUE ME | Fx 


In its second season, Denis Leary’s drama/ 


comedy about a troubled New York 
firefighter remained uncompromising in 
its willingness to portray dark emotions, 


hilariously inappropriate male behavior, 
and unspeakable tragedy. 


TOM CRUISE 

Ranting against psychology on The Today 
Show, bouncing on Oprah’s couch, parad- 
ing Katie Holmes around as if she were a 
show pony, the wee superstar displayed 
dark emotions, hilariously inappropriate 
male behavior, and unspeakably tragic 
public-relations advice. 


@© NO DIRECTION HOME | pes 
Martin Scorsese’s documentary about the 
youth and times of Bob Dylan was a treas- 
ure trove of rare or never-seen footage, 
from the quirky magnetism of the cheru- 
bic, teenage Zimmy to the rush of his elec- 
tric fuck-off to an audience of unhappy 
British folkies and the crackling sexiness 
of his 1960s coupling with Joan Baez. 


@ THE GIRL IN THE CAFE | u0 

For once, master of cloying British romantic 
comedy Richard Curtis (Love Actually) wrote a 
movie that did not make you want to rip 
your own head off. Available on DVD, this 
unlikely blend of love story and plea for 
African poverty relief was tender, soulful, 
and funny, with affecting (and Golden 
Globe-nominated) performances from Bill 
Nighy and Kelly Macdonald. This was one 
from the heart. _Joyce Millman 
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Boston Poets 


Berklee Performance Center 


136 Massachusetts Avenue, Boston 


For more information: (617 
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For Adults 


Audio bestsellers 
cookbooks, and the 
f st new releases 


For Children 


Classics, award-winners 
and current faves 


Best of 2005 


From our year’s most 
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AP ARM LEPINE POLIO. 

A huge assortment of 
warm and witty wishes to 
fit all tastes and traditions 





The Coop announces a 


“7.3” Rebate 


A 20% increase over 
last year and the 
highest in 15 Years.” 
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and Gift Wrap are available 


1400 Mass. Ave. | Harvard Square, Cambridge 
617.499.2000 | 
HOURS: MON. TO SAT. 9AM- 


~thecoop.com 
10PM, SUN. 10AM-9PM 


restrictions may apply. See store for details. 
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_BY CLIF GARBODEN 


Hot Dots 


THURSDAY . 


7:00 [5] HOLIDAY LIGHTS | A re 
play of the tree-lighting ceremony 
concert on the Common — poor 
microphone placement and all 
With John Secada, Jordan Knight, 
and Mayor Tom Menino, who had 
the nerve to call the Christmas 
tree a “holiday tree,” which in 
some minds made him a tool of 
Satan. | Until 8 pm 

10:00 [2] CHRISTMAS WITH THE 
MORMON TABERNACLE CHOIR | 
The real Mormon Tabernacle in 
Salt Lake City is kind of an ugly 
building, but it’s got great 
acoustics. A traditional concert 
sung by people who don’t drink 
coffee. To be repeated at noon on 
Christmas Day. | Until 11 pm 











FRIDAY 


7:00 [7] MR. KRUEGER’S 
CHRISTMAS | A 1980 holiday 
heartwarmer, produced by the 
Mormons, about a lonely old 
man who lives in a basement 
with his cat. You can imagine 
the rest. James Stewart stars 
with Beverly Rowland. Sound 
track by the Mormon Tabernacle 
Choir. It’s a 26-minute production, 
so expect a lot of commercials. | 
Until 8 pm 

8:00 [44] THREE FAITHS, ONE 
GOD | No waiting. A survey of 
the political history and current 
practices of Christians, Jews, 
and Muslims — all in the spirit 
of “Why can’t we all just get 
along?” Want to know why? 
Because religions are based on 
intangible things that can’t be 
proved, and so, like UFO cults 
and crosstown buses, they 
attract crazy people. And it’s the 
extremist loonies (many in posi- 
tion of power) who cause all the 
trouble. | Until 11 pm 

10:00 [2] LA HOLIDAY CELEBRA- 
TION 2005 | Elayne Boosler (now 
there’s a name from the past) hosts 
a Los Angeles Christmas show fea- 
turing the best of the Angels’ city’s 
local talent — of all ethnic and 
cultural persuasions. Well, several 
of the more high-profile persuasions, 
to be sure. Hmong may not be 
among them. | Until 11 pm 


CHRISTMAS EVE 


1:00 [4] FOOTBALL | The Tennessee 


Titans versus the Miami Dolphins 
4:00 [25] FOOTBALL | The 
Philadelphia Eagles versus the 
Arizona Cardinals 

4:15 [4] FOOTBALL | The Indi 
anapolis Colts versus the Seattle 
Seahawks 

6:00 [44] THE UNSINKABLE 
MOLLY BROWN | movie | Unable 
to come up with a more seasonal 
film, WGCBX falls back on Debbie 
Reynolds and Harvey Presnell in 
the 1964 adaptation of Meredith 
Willson’s corny musical about the 
famous Colorado self-made aristo- 
crat who survived the Titanic. 
Spirited fun, great vocal perform 
ances, and only a few scenes that 
make you cringe. | Until 8:10 pm 
8:00 [2] KEEPING UP APPEAR- 
ANCES CHRISTMAS SPECIALS 
MARATHON | Patricia Rutledge 
takes her painfully well-drawn 
character of Hyacihth Bucket 
through three (oft-times painful) 
Christmas episodes — from 1993, 
94, and ’95. | Until 10:30 pm 


8:00 [7] IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE 
No need to describe it. Jimmy Stewart, 
Donna Reed. Potential suicide. 
Small-town values versus the Man 
Capitalist exploitation breeds corrup 
tion. Bank failure. Angels without 
wings. Little kid named Zuzu 
Christmas tree. Bedford Falls. Broken 
newel post. “Auld Lang Syne.” Senile 
Uncle Billy. Frank Capra. 1946. You 
remember. | Until 11 pm 

8:10 [44] WHAT'S UP DOC? | movie 
| And even farther off the subject of 
Christmas, we get Barbra Streisand, 
Ryan O’Neal, and Madeline Kahn in 
Peter Bogdanovich’s 1972 comedy 
about spies and jewels and lost 
luggage. Really just an excuse to 
pair Streisand and O'Neal on the big 
screen. | Until 9:45 pm 

9:00 [5] I'LL BE HOME FOR 
CHRISTMAS | movie | There are 
several editions of this holiday heart 
warmer around. We're assuming 
this is the 1988 version with Court 
ney Cox, Peter Gallagher, and Hal 
Holbrook. A family get through the 
holidays during World War II. | 
Until 11 pm 

9:45 [44] LA CAGE AUX FOLLES | 
movie | If gay jokes are your Christmas 
Eve bag, this is a lot funnier — and 
a lot more honest — than Are You 
Being Served? The 1978 French/European 
farce (remade in the US as The Bird- 
cage) about a gay man pretending 
he’s straight to impress his future 
in-laws stars Ugo Tognazzi, Michel 
Serrault, and Rémi Laurent. | Until 
11:17 pm 

10:30 [2] THE ARE YOU BEING 
SERVED? CHRISTMAS EPISODE 
1975: “CHRISTMAS CRACKERS.” | 
The Brit-com whose appeal is to 
many, including us, incomprehen 
sible. But the Brits always did think 
inadequately closeted homosexuals 
were funny. And in this one, the 
staff don colorful costumes on top of 
their usual gay apparel. | Until 11 pm 
11:00 [2] DAVE MATTHEWS BAND: 
WEEKEND ON THE ROCKS | Dave 
Matthews, Carter Beauford, Stefan 
Lessard, LeRoi Moore, and Boyd 
Tinsley jam at the Red Rocks 
Amphitheatre in Colorado. Taped in 
September. | Until midnight 

11:30 [7] CHRISTMAS EVE AT ST. 
PETER’S BASILICA IN ROME | 
Where they take the whole thing 
very seriously. | Until 1 am 








CHRISTMAS DAY 


NOON [2] CHRISTMAS AFTER- 
NOON STUFF | Lots of good programs 
on WGBH this afternoon. So many 
that there’s not room to list them 
individually. But here’s a summary 
We start with Christmas with the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir, a concert 
from Salt Lake City; then at 1 pm we 
get Pioneers of Primetime, a nic® show 
about the early TV comics. At 2 pm 
it’s Jack Paar: Smart Television, a solid 
profile of TV’s neurotic genius that’s 
repeated tonight at 11 pm and on 
Thursday at 8 pm. At 3 pm, we have 
Lily Tomlin at the Kennedy Center; that 
explains itself, and it’s followed, at 
4:30, by The 2005 Mark Twain Prize, 
which if memory serves was given to 
Steve Martin. After that, at 6:30 pm, 
it's another comic high-profile, Bob 
Newhart: Unbuttoned (repeated on 
Thursday at 9 pm). And then we 
close things out at 8 pm with Broad- 
way’s Best at Pops. More good stuff in a 
day than in an entire pledge period. 
Thanks, guys. | Until 9 pm 

NOON [44] ASK THIS OLD HOUSE | 
Windows falling out? You know 
who to call. Channel 44 takes 
Christmas Day off by running ATOH 
episodes straight on through until 
11 pm | Until 1 pm 





NOON [5] BASKETBALL | The De 
troit Pistons versus the San Antonio 
Spurs, follwed at 3 pm by the Los 
Angeles Lakers versus the Miami 
Heat 

5:00 [25] FOOTBALL | The Chicago 
Bears versus the Green Bay Packers 
9:00 [4] FINDING JOHN CHRISTMAS | 
movie | Peter Falk and Valerie Bertinelli 
star in this holiday heartwarmer 
about a mystery man and a nurse who 
thinks he’s his long-lost brother. Also, 
there are angels. | Until 1 pm 






BOXING DAY 


7:00 [2] GREATER BOSTON: YEAR 
IN REVIEW SPECIAL 2005 | How 
special — or extensive — can the 
recap be? The show's still only a 
half-hour. To be repeated tonight at 
midnight. | Until 7:30 pm 

9:00 [2] THE AMERICAN EXPERI- 
ENCE: REAGAN | part one | Ronnie 
Reagan — bad actor, hypocrite, 
confused family man — had his 
deceptively evil way with America 
from 1981 through 1989. The road 
to ruin didn’t necessarily begin 
with Uncle Ronnie, but he broke 
the budget paving it. Allegedly, he 
was also very personable. Just an- 
other tool of the military-industrial 
complex, really — but he smiled 
nice, even as he sanctioned death 
squads in Central America and the 
sale of weapons to our sworn 
enemies in the Middle East. Ah, 
those were the days. Nonetheless, 
this is a flattering profile of the 
guy. To be repeated tonight at 1 and 
4am on Channel 44. | Until 1 pm 
9:00 [5] FOOTBALL | The Pats versus 
the New York Jets 


TUESDAY 


8:00 [2] MYSTERY: THREE HETTY 
WAINTHROP INVESTIGATES 
SHOWS | Patricia Rutledge again, 
this time as a batty British private 
detective, starring in three old 
episodes. Not bad if you haven't 
seen them. Co-starring a very young 
Dominic Monaghan, of Lost and 
LOTR fame. | Until 11 pm 

8:00 [44] GLOBE TREKKERS | 
Three CT episodes, all hosted by 
lovable trekker Justine Shapiro. She 
starts with Washington, DC, then 
at 9 pm moves over to San Francisco, 
and finally at 10 pm gets all the way 
to Sydney, Australia. | Until 1 pm 


WEDNESDAY 


9:00 [2] IMAGINING AMERICA: 
ICONS OF THE 20TH CENTURY | A 
conceptual documentary about 
Americans’ evolving relationship 
with nature and identity through 
2oth-century art, Featured artists 
include Jackson Pollock, Andy 
Warhol, Georgia O’Keeffe, and 
Thomas Cole. To be repeated 
tonight at 1 am on Channel 44, and 
at 2am on Channel 2, and at 4am 
on Channels 2 and 44. | Until 1 pm 


THURSDAY 


8:00 [2] JACK PAAR: SMART TELE- 
VISION | TV’s underappreciated 
talk-show host from the 1950s 
through the mid '6os. Paar’s guests 
were not all plugging movies. He 
interviewed everyone from Fidel 
Castro to Woody Allen to Robert 
Kennedy. A tribute worth watching. 
| Until 9 pm 
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miguel 


ere, listed alphabetically 
by author, are 10 of the 
best fiction and poetry 
books reviewed by the 
Phoenix in 2005. 


@ THE COLLECTED POEMS OF 
TED BERRIGAN | Edited by ALICE 
NOTLEY with ANSELM BERRIGAN and EDMUND 
BERRIGAN | University of California Press | 
Twenty-two years after Ted Berrigan's sud- 
den death, at age 48, his 758-page Collected 
Poems will consolidate and expand his leg- 
end. Poetry that was brash, funny, risk- 
taking, and fully alive when written 
remains bold and fresh. In life, he had leg- 
endary status on New York’s Lower East 
Side and wherever he taught. Loud, street- 
wise, stoked on speed, a man on whom lit- 
tle was lost, the quick-tongued Berrigan 
delivered his full freight whenever you 
encountered him. Readers new to his work 
will feel the man in this book. 


@ CHARLES BURNS | 

BLACK HOLE | Pantheon 

Jonathan Franzen, who declared fictional 
sex dead, should read Charles Burns’s intri- 
cately wrought graphic novel set in a sub- 
urb of 1970s Seattle, where 
a group of teenagers have 
fallen victim to a rav- 
aging virus that’s spread 
via unprotected sex with 
ghastly results. One vic- 
tim sprouts hair on his 
face, like Michael J. Fox 
circa Teen Wolf; another de- 
velops a vaginal gash on 
her back through which 
she can crawl out of her 
skin. In its hundreds of 
carefully choreographed 
black-and-white panels, 
the main characters in act 
out a sort of ballet; the 
moral is ambiguous, the effect 
extraordinary. Black Hole is testament to 
how powerful a graphic novel can be. 


@ DANTE’S INFERNO, DANTE’S 
PURGATORIO, DANTE’S 
PARADISO | adapted by SANDOW BIRK 
and MARCUS SANDERS; illustrated by 

Sandow Birk | Chronicle Books 

Sandow Birk, an artist and surfer, did the 
illustrations (103 of ’em), which look like 
Gustave Doré except when they don’t, if 
you know what we mean. And he translat- 
ed the Italian with Marcus Sanders, who 
edits Surfline, except it ain’t exactly a trans- 
lation, since you know Dante never heard 
of Eminem. But Dante’s big thing was 
writing his Commedia in the vernacular, and 


that’s what Birk and Sanders do, only they 
do it in our vernacular, with Inferno set in 
LA, Purgatorio in San Francisco, and Paradiso 
in New York. Some people probably freaked 
when they saw f-bombs bursting all over 
a Classic of Western Civilization, 
“| though we bet Dante’d have done 
the same if he’d thought he 
m could get away with it. 


| @ Asya DAWESAR | 
a BABY]i | Anchor 

7 Anamika — the “Babyji” of the ti- 
7 tle —is a blooming physics wiz, a 
brainy New Delhi 16-year-old who 
rationalizes her multiple seduc- 
tions in the language of her science 
and math classes: it’s particles act- 
4 ing on particles, all bodies in mo- 
tion. For this smart, attractive, 
' confident young woman, every- 
® thing is possible and everyone avail- 

able. But the charm of the Indian- 

born, Harvard-educated, New York-based 
author’s second novel is in the unsaid, the 
creeping uncertainties that have less to do 
with Heisenberg than with the heart. 


© RATTAWUT LAPCHAROENSAP | 
SIGHTSEEING | Grove 

In these seven stories set in Thailand, the 
25-year-old Lapcharoensap, who was born 
in Chicago and raised in Bangkok, com- 
bines a native’s knowledge of side streets, 
alley ways, and underbellies with a tourist’s 
wide-eyed, alienated wonder. He reveals a 
place where shantytowns, cockfights, huf- 
fers, and hookers edge up against beach re- 
sorts and other innocuously exotic tourist 


RATTAWUT 
LAPCHAROENSAP 
Revelatory Thailand. 






traps. These are lush and pungent tales, so 
deftly crafted that you can feel like insider 
and outsider at once, tourist and native, 
alienated and embraced. 


© keuty Link | MAGIC FOR 
BEGINNERS | Small Beer Press 

Link is a fabulist working in the age of reali- 
ty TV, her stories evoking the timelessness of 
fairy tales while remaining grounded ina 
world much like our own. Tales nest within 
tales, and time’s trajectory isn’t always for- 
ward. A poker game turns into a chat with a 
sex-line worker who’s “Stephen King and sci- 
fi and the Arabian Nights and Penthouse Letters 
all at once,” turns into a tale about the Devil 
and a cheerleader, turns into a story of one 
man’s wife, her clones, and vats of green 
beer. Link’s stories are as real as they are 
magic; if nothing else, they help guide us 
through the dark. 


@) JOHN McMANUS | 
BITTER MILK | Picador 
McManus’s first novel (fol- 
lowing two collections of 
stories) takes place in his | 
native Tennessee, in the 
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the novel, Loren grows from a kid 
with a flower garden, 230 books, and 
an endearing addiction to peanut but- 
ter into a kid who rips saplings out of 
the earth, who curses and drinks and 
learns to fight. McManus writes with 
sensitivity and affection, without suc- 
cumbing to stereotype or condescension. 


DAVY ROTHBART |THE LONE 
SURFER OF MONTANA, KANSAS | 


Touchstone 

No less than the late Arthur Miller blurbed, 
“Davy writes with his whole heart. These 
stories are crushing.” Corny, maybe, but 
true. The rapper and documentary film- 
maker who’s made a name for himself by 
collecting scraps of other people’s lives in 
his Found magazine here gives us characters 
who reside in a very gray moral reality: two 
are prisoners, three others risk jail. With 
his exacting empathy, Rothbart has a knack 
for making you care about life’s losers. 


@ ZAbvIE SMITH | 

ON BEAUTY | Penguin Press 

With On Beauty, the 30-year-old Jamaican- 
British writer — author of White Teeth and The 
Autograph Man — has acquired greater dimen- 
sion and restraint, giving readers a social 
novel that is true both to the times and to the 
mysterious workings of beauty itself. Set pri- 
marily on the liberal-arts campus of Welling- 
ton College and in nearby Boston, the book 
participates in the minor literary industry of 
academic-culture-war send-up. The twinned 
quest for social justice and ordered private 
meaning helixes through complex cross-cul- 
tural, intergenerational stories, and so too 
does the power of zsthetic form. 


WESLEY STACE | 

MISFORTUNE | Little, Brown 

Fans of the singer John Wesley Harding 
have long known him to be a witty mas- 
ter of wordplay and timing, in many ways 
a throwback to an earlier 
era — part Bob Dylan, part 
English balladeer. Small 
wonder then that his debut 
novel, published under his 
given name, Wesley Stace, 
is a delicious tour de force 


shadow of Blount County’s | \ Aion | studded with punning 
Chilhowee Mountain, and \ dL\ ii | Ky twists, turn-arounds, and 
it has that fetid Southern ae | questions of identity. Misfor- 
feel, fecund like a dammed- t™ Ky | tune, which seems to have 
up creek. His best stories Xd LY been inspired equally by 


have dealt with children, it 
and here we have Loren Gar- 


Charles Dickens and Virginia 
Woolf’s Orlando, is a histori- 


land, a chubby nine-year-old ~ YF ito) cal romp, a 19th-century- 
boy who doesn’t have a fa- i —— style bodice ripper of the 
ther and whose mother ey most entertaining sort. 


wants to be a man. In the course of 


; _Compiled by Jon Garelick 
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ere’s a selection of 
non-fiction books that 
Phoenix reviewers liked 
this year, in alphabeti- 
cal order by author. 





AMES AGEE | FILM 

(TING AND SELECTED 
JOURNALISM ano LET US 
NOW PRAISE FAMOUS 
MEN, A DEATH IN THE 
FAMILY, AND SHORTER 
FICTION | Library of America 
Granted, this two-volume set mix- 
es fiction and non-fiction, but it 
tips the scales slightly toward non- 
fiction with Agee’s film criticism and the 
book-length study of Alabama tenant farm- 
ers at the height of the depression, Let Us 
Now Praise Famous Men (a collaboration with 
photographer Walker Evans). And we had 
to put him someplace. Seeing Agee whole 
for the first time, the Library of America set 
could finally elevate this eclectic master to 
the status of great American writer. 


@ jerr cuanc | CAN’T STOP 

WON'T STOP |st. Martin's 

Hip-hop has been waiting for a visionary 
historical narrative in the manner of rock 
and roots documentarians like Peter Gural- 
nick, Greil Marcus, and Robert Palmer. In 
Chang, it finally gets one. Ambitious, 
thorough, and imaginative, Chang whisks 
us among the music’s isolated big-bang 
moments and the contextual events of the 
larger world, maintaining his double focus 
on the details and the big picture, from 
Bronx gangs and hip-hop basements to 
Yankee Stadium and N.W.A and the 
Soledad Brothers. This is a book about gen- 
erations, not just records and sales. 


@ Nik COHN | TRIKSTA: LIFE AND 
DEATH AND NEW ORLEANS RAP | 
Knopf 

Cohn’s a 6o0ish “Anglo-Irish Russian German 
South African Jew” with a bad case of hepa- 
titis C when he finds himself drawn to the 
latest sound of his favorite city, “bounce.” 
The delight here isn’t so much in the facts 
and the history as in the stylish dry remove 
of Cohn’s voice as he eyes his subjects and 
himself with a jaundiced, loving eye and be- 
comes, much to his own surprise, a hip-hop 
record producer. His novelistic feel for char- 
acter, detail, and narrative pacing make this 
the year’s best non-fiction comedy. 


@ jon crawrorp | THE LAST TRUE 
STORY I'LL EVER TELL: AN 
ACCIDENTAL SOLDIER’S ACCOUNT 
OF THE WAR IN IRAQ | Riverhead 
No novice to Army service, Crawford spent 
three years with the 1o1st Airborne Division 

. (XID before joining the National Guard to pay 


credits away from gradu- 

} ating and newly married, 

he’s called up to active du- 
*| ty in Iraq. What happened 
there seems to have de- 


that came before. And in 

—| this intense volume, Craw- 
"| ford spits it all back, half- 

digested and as disgusting 

as that sounds, full of bile, 

blood, and chunks of expe- 

rience too awkward to pass. 


© MALCOLM GLADWELL | 

BLINK: THE POWER 
OF THINKING 
WITHOUT THINKING | tittle, Brown | 
We reviewed unlikely New Yorker egghead 
celebrity Gladwell’s second book back in 
February as it was taking off on its 45-week 
run on the New York Times bestseller list. Like 
his previous The Tipping Point, Blink takes a 
simple idea — the power of first impres- 
sions — and turns it this way and that and 
travels an enormous distance in a short 
space, from “New Coke” to the murder of 
Amadou Diallo. Even if his bestselling audi- 
ence has become corporate seminars, the 
value of Gladwell’s work is still essentially, 
and delightfully, literary. 


© PETER GURALNICK | DREAM BOOGIE: 
HE TRIUMPH OF SAM COOKE | 
Little, Brown 

The author of the magisterial two-volume 
biography of Elvis Presley returns with a 





DREAM BOOGIE Portrait of another 
great crossover artist. 


Me he 
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JOHN CRAWFORD A life destroyed by Iraq. 


portrait of another crossover great, the 
church-raised vocalist who committed the 
greatest sin of all, going from church mu- 
sic to pop, and then in the early ’6o0s be- 
came a dynamo as performer, producer, 
pathbreaking independent African-Ameri- 
can label owner, and one of our best 
singer-songwriters ever. 


@ THE LETTERS OF ROBERT 
LOWELL | Edited by SASKIA HAMILTON | FSG 
This may not represent Lowell’s highest 
art, but it’s his best book: his letter-writ- 
ing style self-described as “slap-dash,” his 
sentences darting here and there, quick 
and muscular, often with little thought 
given to sequence. It’s unrevised Lowell, 
spiky, provocative, with signature strings 
of adjectives that must have delighted his 
correspondents — Elizabeth Bishop, Allen 
Ginsberg, T.S. Eliot, Ezra Pound, Robert 
Frost, and William Carlos Williams 
among them. 


MELANIE REHAK | GIRL SLEUTH: 
IANCY DREW AND THE WOMEN 
WHO CREATED HER |harcourt| 
The young detective came to life as a mar- 
keting ploy by Edward Stratemeyer, the 
developer of several lines of children’s 
stories, but she soon became the nexus of 
a proto-feminist battle between his 
daughter Harriet and writer Mildred Au- 
gustine, with the tomboyish protagonist . 








edited into demure submission and 
back out again. 


@ HILARY SPURLING | A LIFE OF 

ENRI MATISSE: THE CONQUEST 
OF COLOR, 1909-1954 | Knopf 

Matisse is an accepted modern master 
now, but this second and final volume of 
Spurling’s biography takes us to a time not 
so long ago when he was relatively obscure, 
his works scattered in various museums 
and private collections (including his own). 
It also shows a man isolated amid a busy 
domestic life, devoted — at the expense of 
personal connections — to his work. 


JOHN W. WORK, LEWIS WADE JONES, AND 
SAMUEL C. ADAMS JR. is DELTA 
FOUND: THE FISK UNIVERSITY — 
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS COAHOMA 
COUNTY STUDY, 1941-1942 | Vanderbilt 
This book made news by showing how the 
great Library of Congress ethnomusicolo- 
gist Alan Lomax denied credit to African- 
American scholars like Work in the impor- 
tant research he did on the Delta and its 
musicians. But what’s even more impor- 
tant is the new view it gives us of Delta 
life, one Lomax either didn’t see or didn’t 
want to show: an African-American com- 
munity vibrant, educated, and striving 
for upward mobility in a post-slavery 
sharecropper’s world. 


Ac. mp Letnptied thy jon Garaliel 
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Something old, 
something new 


ld reliables like Boston Ballet, 

Alvin Ailey, Paul Taylor, and 

(old?) Savion Glover were joined 

this year by some new perform- 

ance spaces, most notably the 
Opera House for the Ballet’s Nutcracker and 
Zero Arrow Theatre, which hosted Ronald 
K. Brown, Vincent Mantsoe, Robert Battle, 
and more. But we also bid farewell to the 
Dance Collective. Here’s the best of 2005 as 
seen by Marcia B. Siegel, Jeffrey Gantz, 
and Debra Cash. 


@ INVOKING THE SPIRITS 


There hasn’t been an American modern- 
dance choreographer since Ruth St. Denis 
as committed to a spiritual journey as 
Ronald K. Brown, as we saw when he 
brought his company Evidence to Zero Ar- 
row Theatre. Brown has developed a re- 
markable movement style that draws on 
West African and African-diasporic tradi- 
tions plus an array of other sources. No 
one else’s dance looks like this, and 
though he’s choreographed for other com- 
panies, it’s his own chamber group who 
perform it with galvanic authenticity. 


@ CHEEKY TOES 

Mark Morris, who brought From Old Seville, 
Silhouettes, Rock of Ages, Somebody’s Coming To 
See MeTonight, and Rhymes with Silver to the 
Shubert Theatre, splashes a postmodern ir- 
reverence into his old and new dances, and 
that keeps them from complacency. He’s 
too mainstream now to be thought of asa 
true subversive, but he’s constantly play- 
ing against your expectations. You may 
not notice he’s doing this because his 
dance rides so securely on its musical ac- 
companiments, but then all of a sudden 
you realize you’re not looking at a carbon 
copy of your memories. 


@ AILEY SPIRIT 

The Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, 
which made its annual visit to the Wang 
Theatre in April, has a lot to be proud of in 
its 47th year. Not just a dance company, 
it’s become a proper noun signifying suc- 
cessful black artistic and educational en- 
terprise. An Ailey performance evokes 
enthusiasm bordering on hysteria in its 
audience and a sense of mission joyfully 
shared. Ailey is not just popular modern 
dance, it’s a social victory in a time of 
tarnished ideals. 


@ TAPSTRAVAGANZA 

Savion Glover, who came to the Majestic 
in May, is one of the greats. Fifty years 
from now, people will remember his per- 


SAVION GLOVER People will remember his performances with awe. 


formances with awe and mistrust. Could 
anyone have danced for 45 minutes non- 
stop with such a continuous flow of inspi- 
ration? Did he really do those remarkable 
feats of daring, intricacy, and stamina? 
Did he actually tap, sing, and carry ona 
sophisticated give-and-take with four mu- 
sician partners all at the same time? Yes 
he did. 


© AMERICAN GOTHIC 

For his soth-anniversary season, Paul Taylor 
revived two of his best, baddest dances, Big 
Bertha and Le Sacre du Printemps (The Rehearsal) , 
and he brought them to the Shubert The- 
atre. His new piece, Klezmerbluegrass, had you 
waiting for the sting of cold steel under the 


ribs, but it never came. Big Bertha and Sacre, 
however, remain devastating critiques of 
American culture. 


© SUMMER IN THE CITY 

Even as Jacob’s Pillow continued to flour- 
ish in the Berkshires, Concord Summer 
Stages continued to offer thought-provok- 
ing summer dance closer to home: Dan 
Dorfman, Neil Greenberg, and Dana 
Reitz’s new Sea Walk, with remarkable 
performances by Reitz, Sara Rudner, and 
Christine Uchida. 


@ HORSING AROUND 


Don’t let anyone tell you horses can’t 
dance. The classic art of dressage teaches 


DECEMBER 23 


PAUL TAYLOR 
Back with 
devastating 
critiques of 
American 
culture. 


them the dancerly skills of stepwork, 
jumping, and precision drill — and 
something else, the knack of performing. 
The Canadian spectacle Cavalia, which ar- 
rived in September and took up residence 
in a big white tent at Suffolk Downs, was 
much more than a fancy horse show, 
with aerial choreography, acrobatics, and 
panoramic mass movements, but what 
stuck was the sight of a man and a horse 
strolling together in companionable 
unison. 


CONNECTING THE ELEMENTS 
South Africa’s Vincent Mantsoe, who 
appeared at Zero Arrow Theatre in Sep- 
tember, can treat you like his comrade, 
even though his artistry is so phenome- 
Nal you can’t believe you’re in the same 
room with him. His dance is built on the 
whole of human experience. In his per- 
formance you encounter people, animals, 
nature; the jungle, the village, the city; 
the tribe and the individual; magic, 
memory, ritual, simple sensuality and 
sophisticated cultural forms. With the 
help of only a few props and lighting 
effects, he embodies them all right 
before your eyes. 


@ FALLING ANGELS? 

The vagaries of season scheduling meant 
that we got only five productions from 
Boston Ballet in 2005-2006: La Sylphide, 
Sleeping Beauty, James Kudelka’s Cinderella, a 
“Falling Angels” rep program of Lucinda 
Childs, Jiri Kylian, and William Forsythe, 
and The Nutcracker, which, looking more 
comfortable in its new home at the Opera 
House, was closer to the production that 
ran at the Wang Theatre for 35 years than 
to last year’s scaled-down version at the 
Colonial. Nothing blew your leg warmers 
off, but Sylphide was creditable and Beauty 
was solid, the Cinderella gave Prokofiev's 
score an intriguing new look with a 
snazzy, jazzy second act, and former 
Boston Ballet School student and current 
New York City Ballet principal Damian 
Woetzel came home for two Nutcracker 
performances. 


BEST OF THE REST 
Brian Crabtree at the Dance Complex; 
Sean Curran at the Tsai Performance Cen- 
ter; Flamenco da camara at the Majestic 
Theatre; Robert Battle’s Battleworks at Ze- 
ro Arrow Theatre; Cudamani at Sanders 
Theatre; Fico Balet at Green Street Stu- 
dios; Anna Myer at Boston Ballet’s top- 
floor studio. 

Compiled by jeffrey Gantz 
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Any year would be blessed by the 
appearance of Lorraine Hunt Lieberson. 


This year we were doubly blessed. 








LORRAINE HUNT LIEBERSON Back in stunning voice and presence for her husband’s Neruda Songs. 





Some unforgettable classical events of 2005 


_BY LLOYD SCHWARTZ 


f no other classical-music events in 
2005 had been any good (which, of 
course, was not the case), the new 
tenure of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra’s music director, James 
Levine, would have been enough to make 
this an outstanding year. He fulfilled 
his promise to perform American music 
and especially contemporary American 
music: among the composers he played 
were Charles Ives, George Perle, Milton 
Babbitt, Gunther Schuller, Yehudi 
Wyner, Charlies Wuorinen, John Harbi- 
son, Peter Lieberson, late (American) 
Stravinsky, and above all, Elliott Carter, 
including premieres commissioned by 
the BSO. The BSO’s marketing depart- 
ment had the happy inspiration of 
offering half-price tickets to anyone 
who wanted to return for another shot 
at a contemporary program. 

Levine promised more opera and gave 
us the major opera composer most absent 
from the Boston scene, Richard Wagner. 
There was an exciting concert version of 
Der fliegende Hollander|The Flying Dutchman, 
with star soprano Deborah Voigt recover- 
ing from an illness only in time for the last 
performance. And he led the amazing 
young fellows of Tanglewood Music Center 
Orchestra in the two richest acts of Wag- 





ner’s Ring cycle, act one of Die Walkiire and 
the final tragic act of Cotterdammerung. 

Any year would be blessed by the ap- 
pearance of mezzo-soprano Lorraine 
Hunt Lieberson. This year we were dou- 
bly blessed. She first appeared in Bach 
Cantatas, with Craig Smith conducting 
the Orchestra of Emmanuel Music in Pe- 
ter Sellars’s staging of two profound can- 
tatas dealing with self-torment and joy- 
ful release — a happy reunion of three 
artists of international renown whose 
work has been crucial to the musical life 
of Boston. Health problems forced Hunt 
Lieberson to abbreviate Bach Cantatas’ Eu- 
ropean tour and to drop out of Sellars’s 
San Francisco Opera production of John 
Adams’s highly publicized Oppenheimer 
opera, Dr. Atomic. But she was back in 
stunning voice and presence for the 
BSO’s East Coast premiere of her hus- 
band’s gorgeous love-song cycle, Neruda 


Songs, which was co-commissioned by the 


BSO and composed for her. 

The Bank of America Celebrity Series 
brought us stellar performers in rare 
form: Yo-Yo Ma playing some of his best 
Bach, beguiling Italian mezzo Cecilia Bar- 
toli in unusual Baroque pieces, the 
Akademie fiir Alte Musik Berlin (co-spon- 
sored by the Boston Early Music Festival), 


More, please! 


and the Takacs String Quartet in bracing 
Haydn and lyrical Borodin. Former Takacs 
violist Roger Tapping has relocated to 
Boston and has already made his warm 
and thoughtful playing a cherishable 
addition to the community. 








CECILIA 
BARTOLI 
Beguiling 
in unusual 
Baroque 
pieces. 


David Hoose extended his already wide 
range of interests in leading powerful per- 
forrnances of the Verdi Requiem, Bach’s St. 
John Passion, and Schoenberg’s moving Friede 
auf Erden|Peace on Earth with the Cantata 
Singers and Pierre Boulez’s bewitching Sur 
incises with Collage New Music. He also 
stepped in at the last minute to helm the 
BU Opera Institute’s sparkling early 
Mozart opera La finta giardiniera. Boston Ce- 
cilia’s Donald Teeters returned to Handel 
with an electric performance of the com- 
poser’s delectably comic and rarely sched- 
uled late one-act oratorio The Choice of Her- 
cules, with wonderful singing from Jeffrey 
Gall, Sharon Baker, and Pamela Dellal. 

Veteran singer and impresario Richard 
Conrad gave a stellar 7oth-birthday vocal 
recital; Russell Sherman gave a splendid 
75th-birthday piano recital. In the last 
song of Schubert's Winterreise, bass Philip 
Lima and pianist Beverly Orlove trans- 
formed a good performance into a tran- 
scendent one. The Borromeo String Quar- 
tet played luscious Schoenberg at the Gard- 
ner Museum. Peggy Pearson’s group La 
Fenice gave a loving rendition of Brahms’s 
A-major Piano Quartet. Benjamin Zander 
was at his revelatory best leading the 
Boston Philharmonic in Schumann, 
Bruckner, and (with the astounding 
Venezuelan pianist Gabriela Montero) 
Rachmaninov. Richard Pittman’s Boston 
Musica Viva gave the premiere of Andy 
Vores’s engaging Forgot, a setting of two 
contrasting Seamus Heaney poems. And 
Susan Davenny Wyner bade a touching 
farewell to the New England String En- 
semble, a group she transformed in her 
six-year directorship, with Richard 
Strauss’s Metamorphosen. 

The top opera production was surely 
Martin Pearlman and Boston Baroque with 
a scintillating Agrippina, Handel’s ruthless 
political satire, which Sam Helfrich “semi- 
staged” in Peter Sellars-style modern dress 
and, more important, with Sellars-like at- 
tention to both words and music. Boston 
Lyric Opera’s moving Eugene Onegin got 
under my skin, and I got a kick out of 
Intermezzo’s darkly comic Kurt Weill — 
The Seven Deadly Sins, with the impressive 
young mezzo Krista River. Mezzo-soprano 
Christina Baldwin made a memorable 
Carmen in Theatre de la Jeune Lune’s 
pared-down production at the ART. 

And Boston continued its love affair 
with Teatro Lirico d’Europa, which re- 
turned with even better Bizet (Carmen) and 
vibrant Rossini (II barbiere di Siviglia). When a 
snowstorm prevented many ticket holders 
from coming to a sold-out La bohéme, Teatro 
Lirico offered on its next visit a perform- 
ance for which people who still had their 
original tickets didn’t have to pay again. 

The Boston Conservatory reconfirmed 
its excellence in musical theater with 
Jerome Kern’s nostalgic Roberta (“Smoke 
Gets in Your Eyes”) and Neil Donahoe’s 
dazzling production of Wright & Forrest’s 
tongue-in-cheek Kismet (“Stranger in Par- 
adise”). And American Classics (Ben Sears 
and Brad Conner, with music director/pi- 
anist Margaret Ulmer) brought American 
musicals from the 1920s back alive with 
Irving Berlin’s Music Box Revues and Cole 
Porter’s Fifty Million Frenchmen (“You Do 
Something to Me”). © 
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CLASSICAL 


ALL WEEK 

HOLIDAY POPS | with Keith Lockhart: 
Thurs-Fri 4 + 8 pm; Sat 11 am + 3 pm 
| with Bruce Hangen and the Von 
Trapp Family Singers: Mon 4 + 8 pm; 
Tues-Wed 8 pm; Thurs 4 + 8 pm | 
Symphony Hall, 301 Mass Ave, 
Boston | $31-$109 | 617.266.1200 


DANCE 


ALL WEEK 

BOSTON BALLET PRESENTS THE 
NUTCRACKER | Thurs 7:30 pm; Fri 2 + 
7:30 pm; Sat 12 noon; Mon-Thurs 2 + 
7:30 pm | Opera House, 539 Washing- 
ton St, Boston | $25-$110 | 617.931. ARTS 


Participatory 


THURSDAY 22 
EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL 
FOLK DANCE | 8 pm | First Parish of 
Watertown, 35 Church St, Watertown 
| $7; $4 for students | 781.662.7475 
GREEK FOLK DANCE | 7 pm | Greek 
Orthodox Church of the Virgin Mary, 
29 Central St, Somerville | Free | 
617.625.2222 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS + 
SQUARES | 8 pm | VFW Mount 
Auburn Post, 688 Huron Ave, Cam- 
bridge | $6 | 781.662.6710 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE | 8 pm 
(with a beginners’ dance at 7:30 pm) 
| Universalist Church, 211 Bridge St, 
Salem | Tickets $3 | 978.745.2229 
TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA 

AND MERENGUE DANCE | 9:30 pm 
{beginner + intermediate lessons at 
8:30 pm] | Ryles Jazz Club, 212 Hamp- 
shire St, Cambridge | $12 before 9:30 
pm; $8 after 9:30 pm | 617.876.9330 


FRIDAY 23 

BAILATANGO MILONGA | 9 pm (with 
a lesson at 8:15 pm] | Extreme Dance- 
sport Studio, 288 Norfolk St, Cambridge 
| $10 [$15 with class] | 617.792.4533 
DANCE FRIDAY a smoke-and alcohol- 
free freestyle dance | 8 pm | Phillips 
Congregational Church, 11 Mount 
Auburn St, Watertown | 617.997.0948 
HAVANA CLUB SALSA | 8:30 pm | 
Greek Club, 288 Green St, Cambridge 
| $12 | 617.312.5550 


SATURDAY 24 

GAY AND LESBIAN CONTRA DANCE 
|7:30-11 pm | First Unitarian Univer- 
salist Church, Centre and Eliot Sts, 
Jamaica Plain | $10 | 617.412.5751 
NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS + 
SQUARES COUPLES DANCE | 8 pm | 
Scout House, 74 Walden St, Concord 
| $8 | 617.547.7781 

RYLES DANCE HALL | with Latin, 
swing, and tango sounds with Dj 
Chris Johnston | 9 pm | Ryles Jazz 
Club, 212 Hampshire St, Cambridge | 
$12 | 617.876.9330 


SUNDAY 25 
INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE | 8-11 
pm | MIT Student Center, 84 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge | Suggested donation $1 | 
617.253.FOLK 

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING | 7:30 pm | 
Temple Emanuel, 385 Ward St, New- 
ton | $5 | 617.254. HORA 
MAMBO/SALSA CLUB with music by 
Mackie Burnette + DJ O’Bruno |1 pm | 
Middle East, 480 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
| $15; $12 for students | 617.524.2763 








rr 


It's always a good idea to call 
and confirm that your event is 
taking place, and particularly 
| uring holiday weeks. 
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SALSA NIGHT | 9:30 pm-1 am [with 
a lesson at 8:30 pm] | Mojitos, 48 
Winter St, Boston | $10 | 617.513.9841 
SCANDINAVIAN GAMMALDANS | 2 
pm | Church of Our Saviour, 25 Mon- 
mouth St, Brookline | $6 | 617.661.3670 
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE | 6:30- 
8:30 pm | Church of Our Saviour, 25 
Monmouth St, Brookline | $5 | 
617.661.5899 

WEPA SALSA SUNDAY DANCE | 8 
pm-midnight | 179 South St (6th 
floor], Boston | $10 | 617.388.0925 


MONDAY 26 
BULGARIAN/BALKAN DANCING | 
7:30 pm | Green Street Studios, 185 
Green St, Cambridge | $12 | 617.840.2362 
HAVANA CLUB MAMBO MONDAY 
SALSA DANCE | 9:30 pm | Green Street 
Grill, 280 Green St, Cambridge | $8 | 
617.312.5550 | www. havanasalsa.com. 
ISRAELI FOLK DANCE | 8 pm-mid- 
night | Temple Kehillath Israel, 384 
Harvard Ave, Brookline | $4; $3 for 
students | 617.484.4282 

LINDY HOP + EAST COAST SWING 
DANCE | 8:30-11 pm | First Congrega- 
tional Church, 11 Garden St, Cam- 
bridge | $5 | 781.455.3120 

NEW ENGLAND SQUARES + CON- 
TRAS | with Yankee Ingenuity | 7:30 
pm | Scout House, 74 Walden St, 
Concord | $7 | 781.272.0396 
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE | 7:45 
pm | Springstep, 98 George P. Has- 
sett Dr, Medford | $7; $4 for students 
| 617.661.5899 

SWING ARLINGTON | 9 pm [with 
lessons at 6:45 + 7:45 pm] | Elks 
Dance Hall, 56 Pond Lane, Arlington 
| $10 before 9 pm; $6 after | 
617.623.3134 


TUESDAY 27 

BALKAN DANCE | 8:30 pm | Sava 
Serbian Orthodox Church, 33 West 
Water St, Wakefield | $7 | 
781.246.9663 

CONTRADANCING | 8-10:30 pm | 
MIT, Student Center, Room 491, 84 
Mass Ave, Cambridge 


WEDNESDAY 28 
ARGENTINE TANGO DANCE | 7:30 
pm | Elks Lodge, 55 Bishop Allen Dr, 
Cambridge | $5 | 617.270.4994 
BOSTON ZYDECO | 8 pm | Ryles Jazz 
Club, 212 Hampshire St, Cambridge | 
$10 [$12 with lesson] | 617.876.9330 
DANCE FREEDOM | a smoke- and al- 
cohol-free barefoot dance | 7:30 pm | 
First Congregational Church, 11 Gar- 
den St, Cambridge | $6 | 978.369.7522 
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE | 7:30- 
10:30 pm | Park Avenue Congrega- 
tional Church, 50 Paul Revere Rd, 
Arlington Heights | $8; $3 for stu- 
dents | 781.662.6710 

ISRAELI DANCE | 7 pm | MIT, Lobby 
of Building 13, 77 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge | Suggested donation $1 | 
617.253.3655 

SALSA NIGHT | 10 pm-1 am [with a 
lesson at 8 pm] | An Tua Nua, 836 
Beacon St, Bostan | $10 | 617.513.9842 
TANGO BREAK | 8:30 pm | VFW 
Mount Auburn Post, 688 Huron Ave, 
Cambridge | $5 | 617.699.6246 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT SALSA with 
the Evan Gutierrez Salsa Band | 8-11 
pm | Les Zygomates, 129 South St, 
Boston | Free | 617.452.5018 


THURSDAY 29 
EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL 
FOLK DANCE | See listing for previ- 
ous Thurs 

GREEK FOLK DANCE | See listing for 
previous Thurs 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES | See listing for previous 
Thurs 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE | See 
listing for previous Thurs 
TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA AND 
MERENGUE DANCE | See listing for 
previous Thurs 


READINGS 


SATURDAY 24 

“OPEN BARK POETRY NIGHT” with 
Deborah Priestly | 8 prn | Out of the Blue 
GaHery, 106 Prospect St, Cambridge | 
Suggested donation $3-$5 | 617.354.5287 


SUNDAY 25 

LIZARD LOUNGE POETRY SLAM & 
JAM | 7:30 pm | Lizard Lounge, 1667 
Mass Ave, Cambridge | $6 | 617.547.0759 
POETRY EXCHANGE with Richard 
Moore | 3-5 pm | Harvard Coop, 1400 
Mass Ave, Cambridge | Free | 617.489.0519 


MONDAY 26 

STONE SOUP POETRY OPEN MIC with 
Jack Powers | 8 pm | Out of the Blue 
Gallery, 106 Prospect St, Cambridge | 
Suggested donation $4 | 617.227.0845 


WEDNESDAY 28 

BOSTON POETRY SLAM & OPEN MIC 
| 8 pm | Cantab Lounge, 738 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge | $3 | 617.354.2685 


EVENTS 


Fairs _ 


THURSDAY 22 

HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR | jewelry, pottery, clothing, art | 
Mon-Fri 11 am-7 pm; Sat 10 am-7 pm 
| First Unitarian Church, 3 Church 
St, Cambridge | Free | 413.625.9779 


FRIDAY 23 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR | See listing for Thurs 


SATURDAY 24 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR | See listing for Thurs 


Gay & Lesbian 


THURSDAY 22 —s« 
THURSDAY 4 WOMEN | 10 pm | 
Modern, 36 Lansdowne St, Boston | 
$10 | 617.417.0186 


SATURDAY 24 

GLITTER SWITCH DRAG KARAOKE 
| 8:30 pm | Club Hollywood Boston, 
41 Essex St, Boston | $5 | 617.417.0186 
PINK LESBIAN NIGHT | 10 pm | I/D, 13 
Lansdowne St, Boston | $10 | 617.417.0186 


MONDAY 26 

LESBIAN RAP | 7:30 pm | Women’s 
Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge | 
Free | 617.354.8807 

LIVING ART GROUP | for lesbian, bi- 
sexual, transgender, queer women, 
13-25 | 6-8 pm | Boston GLASS Com- 
munity Center, 93 Mass Ave, Boston 
| Free | 617.266.3349 

SPEAKEASY DISCUSSION GROUP 
FOR LGBT YOUNG ADULTS 18-25 | 7 pm 
| Boston GLASS Community Center, 93 
Mass Ave, Boston | Free | 617.266.3349 


THURSDAY 29 
THURSDAY 4 WOMEN | See listing 
for previous Thurs 


Benefits 


THURSDAY 22 

A MATTER OF TASTE TO BENEFIT 
THE DANFORTH MUSEUM OF ART | 
wine, desserts, art |7 pm | Danforth 
Museum, 123 Union Ave, Framing- 
ham | $50 | 508.620.0050 
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Princesse Marie 


Wed, Dec 28, 12 pm 
Catherine Denueve as 
Freud's patron. 


ANSEL ADAMS 


Ansel Adams: 
Photographer 
Sat, Dec 24, Noon 


John Huszar's 
documentary. FREE 


Ansel Adams 


Wed, Dec 28, 3:45 pm 
Ric Burns’ film. FREE 


ENGAGEMENTS 


The Talent Given Us 


Fri, Dec 23, 8:15 pm 
Sat, Dec 24, 1:40 pm 
Wed, Dec 28, 6 pm 
Thu, Dec 29, 8 pm 
Fri, Dec 30, 6 pm 


Intimate family road trip. 


For more info, call 
617-369-3770 or visit bh 
www.mfa.org/film 


Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 


MFA Film Program is sponsored 


December 23 - 


December 30 





Café Lumiere, through Jan. 7 


Café Lumiére 


Fri, Dec 23, 6 pm 
Sat, Dec 24, 3:40 pm 
Wed, Dec 28, 8 pm 
Thu, Dec 29, 5:40 pm 
Fri, Dec 30, 8 pm 
Quiet companionship 
amid urban pressure. 


THE 


my Sune ~-PHOPNIX 
channel 


617-267-9300 





The media sponsor 


www.mfa.org 








Meet other 


Phoenix Readers 


thru FREE 
Phoenix Personals. 


This moment was 
eley-s-J 10] (=m el-ter- [tio Me) J 
Phoenix Personals. 


Find your match! 
Call Lindsey at 617.450.8761 
to place your free personal ad! 




















































































If you lived here, there's no way 


you d be home now. 


laNatelne retells living and exquisite style. Right Tale Dlonntanicehitanie stetaiels 


Charles River Park Apartments 
Longfellow Place ¢ Emerson Place | 


Leasing Office at 5 Longfellow Place, Boston (617) 742-2920 
www.equityapartments.com key word: charles river park » 





yes er 4 a? “pre 
Var Mls9 fidventuré, 

I’ve got a sticky situation on my hands. The other 
night, | was at a bar when | met the babe of my 
dreams. She was stacked and beautiful. (The 
bazooms are real!) And she’s got a great job, she 
seems sane, and she loves football. | was about to 
ask this chick to marry me, but then something 
happened: she introduced me to her twin sister! This 
chick is just as hot and also has a lot going for her! 
Then they both said they wouldn't mind sharing me! 
Have | walked into some amazing porn fantasy? 
What should | do? This might be too much for one 


guy to handle! fa ae _ 
£a, Foriet Hill 


If you have a question for Miss Adventure 
please email erosphere@phx.com with 
the subject ‘Dear Miss Adventure’ 


PHONE SEX 
STRIPPERS 
MAN TO MAN 


ESCORTS 
DeAe Eh, 


Miss Adventure applauds any man or woman who can deal with ONE } » TV/TS 

woman, never mind TWO! Although this does seem like wet dream come ’ 

true, be wary, dear Ed! There are obvious benefits to having two big- CLUBS & SPAS 
bosomed chiquitas with jobs, but there are numerous set-backs. In case your little 

head is doing all of the thinking and your big head is useless, let Miss Adventure save WILD SIDE 

you with a dose of reality. Ed, I’m only doing this for your own benefit. 


EROSPHERE 
SISTERS SHARE THINGS ADULT PERSONALS 


Chances are, Ed, that these Doublemint Twins didn’t just wake up one morning and 
decide to share a man as they were giggling over lattes. They’ve probably done this” 
before and that means they have the upper hand. Girl One and Girl Two have most 
likely spread their legs and their fluids more than you'd like to know. Double your 
pleasure if you must, but double your condom too! Imagine a experiencing an embar- 
rassingly leaky wee-wee, but not knowing which twin was the carrier of the Clap? 


_— 
"eae rmech sso 


SISTERLY LOVE = BITHCY CAT FIGHTS 

Even if they say that they can share you without getting jealous, even if they promise 
you that everything will be cool and you'll never feel uncomfortable. Even if they say 
they'll never fight over you- they are lying! Two women can’t even share a pair of 
Manolos without getting insanely jealous. Chicks get pissed if their girlfriends don’t 
return their borrowed mini-skirts the next day; imagine how they'll piss and moan if 
their man isn’t returned the next day! And how is your one tongue going to please 
two clams of love in one night? Unless you don’t mind not speaking for the rest of the 
week, that is. 


AUNT FLO x TWO 

Let’s address the big horny elephant sitting in the middle of the room: Two chicks. 
Two sets of ovaries. Two menstrual cycles! True, not all women are negatively affected 
by their periods, but some women honestly go nuts. Could you meet the needs of two 
bleeding bimbos? You'd perpetually be running out to the store for chocolate and ice 
cream. You'd need to record a track of you saying, “No honey. You don’t look fat. 
You’re the most beautiful woman in the world.” And imagine the money you'd spend 
in tampons alone! You might as well invest in Tampax now, Ed 


Hope this helps! 
Lusttully yours, 


oss eNTUte ee BAG oor &S 5 4 
M Apvi To place your EROSPHERE ad call 617.859.3383 


Le ~-< di. 


oto by Michael Howard 
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[a undreds of i 
\' FREE Local Single Women | 
me «2TRV Near You! 


: Hfgoqdgauger | CALL NOW 617.475.9000 | 
508-556-2424: a7 308.713.0000 ert corsee 


* The dating service more women choose 


781 -691 -2424: j t ¢ Find Hundreds of local single women near you 


* Meeting someone has never been easier 


781 452 3400: . < ee * Call and create a FREE profile right now! 
* < é e ” i 
= : 


1000’s of satisfied callers 


Call NOW t Tos : =) || lavalife.com 


mr For other local #’s call toll free 1.877.LAVALIFE 
e Es Or try our 900 number 1.900.443.4343 at $20/20 min. 18+ 
1-900-226-9900 : ) 


50min $25/call » 


‘ TO PLACE YOUR AD 
PHO NE FANTASY CALL CLASSIFIEDS AT 617.450.8753 


OR EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@PHX.COM 


lavalife’ 
Nhere singles click* 


1-888-281-4502 
$1.69/min 


"live Chat! 


Try it Free! 
(code:3300) 
181-860-7385 


REA cars = WANNA 
GE T NAU TY TH you! 


Fe © 1-200. 360-5888 
3 | 1-900- -990- -7300 


THE HE-MAIL NETWORK 


REAL MEN LOOKING FOR REAL MEN 
CALL 1-866-541-5877 
ONLY $2.69/MIN ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 
4 ra OPEN YOUR OWN BOX WITH FREE DAILY 
ASIAN BABES - EBONY HONEYS Pon NEUSE RETRENAL | GUST OE 10+ 
TS - MATURE MOMMIES - COEDS : 


per minute 


FREE 4th call 


ae | Get Ce 
617-995-0540 | 
only 49¢ pm 4 617-976-10n1 $2.00 /min 





TO PLACE YOUR AD 


PHONE FANTASY CALL CLASSIFIEDS AT 617.450.8753 questclicks.com 


ony 


OR EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@PHX.COM 


\, HARDCORE 
LIVE 1-ON-1 


MOST LOCAL WOMEN | 


Boston 


RELIEF 781-426-9000 


IS | , 

aed Manchester 
JUST oll | 603-296-4000 
A f Providence 


900.769.2909 pa a = 401-223-7070 


18+. No liability. Restrictions apply. 


Worcester | 
508-635-9595 | 


617. USE MEDIA CODE: 2000 | 
Hear Sie: Talk about Dick 976 | 
Dick likes it when Jane talks about 
him. His color deepens; he swells 7587 
with pride. She says the nicest 
things and he just wants her to T0 
keep talking until he bursts. 


Talk Jane Talk. GET 
Call DICK Call! SOME pele 
617-976-2222 § TOON M4, sl To place your 


Ladies Call Free must be 18+, 79¢ per min. 
1-800-265-LIVE 


an Ss acnceail afem| adhere 


GET ON AND GET OFF! 


calls cost $2.89/min 18+ F 
 Pe99cimin was 4 3 
L DATELINE Bf. 43h Sf3 
Aa | wit. Awe fhe 
yy - se Toro nf ba 


CASUAL « INTIMATE * JUST FUN 


Boston. 

(617) 338.9990 | 

Brockton (774)776.7007 | 
Framingham (508)663.2600 | 


mes A <9® 617.450.8753 


=800 
-900-772-9400 i; 


Meet on the web FREE 


Re eieeaMates.com| 


| Teleraee* ALWAYS{E FREE TO) Peoeee = poo TO ADS 
) MEGAI 





4 DECEMBER 23. 21 


MAN TO MAN — 


EET GAY & BI LOCAIs 


_») FUN & CASUAL DATEMINE 


’ Bostdh 
(617) 423.6666 


‘ 4 Ml | 
§ Brogaen (774) YN 


Framingham (508) 663*2400 


WAITING | @ 
FOR YOU?" $y 


617.848.1677 


you can’t 
aye spank 


Lowell ‘ 

978.513.2411 _ yourself. 
401 .427.2299 to other interesting people. 
New York Are you interested? 
646.507.5566 
Find Your Number 


1.800.777.8000 
FREE TRIAL 


To respond to interesting adult personal ads 
CODE: 7405 


with your credit card, call 


1-800-314-7958 


w.interactiveMale.com 
4/900 446.1212 ($1.99/min.) 18+ 


BOSTON’S HOOK-UPS 


1-617-976-9000 


Always Live, Always Hot 


THE HE-MAIL NETWORK 
REAL MEN LOOKING FOR REAL MEN 


CALL 1-866-541-5877 


ONLY $2.69/MIN ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 
YOU MUST BE 18¢ TO USE THE SYSTEM 


OPEN YOUR OWN BOX WITH FREE DAILY 
MESSAGE RETRIEVAL MUST BE 18+ 
CALL 1-800-214-3188 y . 


iN Ri: 4 
j % J 
ee 


70134- Hi', I'm Billy from Dorcester, and | 
FelenMiere).tisle Mica lal-Mulelilm@e Oh aiie mish ailc-ia 
time. | want it bad, and you know what 
that is like! 


70107- Hey guys, I'm Mike and | live in 

Brockton. | am 33, Greek, 5'9". 180 with a 
Note Molere\'a-lalsM M- laa lole) <lale ih ela: Me 10) 
FF lall om ialiot ameorelllloMl-1- lol CoM- Mle) Maile] s— 

Noy f activities and lookin 
70122- Brian from Lowell and | am ée one.to share:thens 
bicurious, 43 6" bi-i? has lololeM (ere. dinle Mis) 
oral fun, r nutes alm 





CLUBS AND SPAS 


Wa'4ssa(@leiD 


“Dungeon Par Excellence" 


Greater-Boston's PREMIER 


Fully-Equipped, Professionally Staffed, 
Discreet, Multi-Room BDSM Facility 


Genuine Dominas & Submissives 


(781) 388-9990 


Pesheia(etetretesets(ctesh meres oe! 
7 days -11 am to I am ~ Woman and Couples Welcome 


PS ODS SSL. SL. OSD: “Ss: -“D 


© WANSKUCK WELLNESS 3 
CENTER. 
Bodywork * Accupressure : 


4c ee S515 


« APPLE SPA A: 


1021 BROAD ST. *« 2ND FLOOR 
PROVIDENCE, RI 


401.941.9901 


eDry Sauna 
eBody Shampoo 
eMassages 


K PRIVATE PARKING Lor 


Browse and place 


ads online'at 
www. thephoenix.conv classifieds 


To | 
place 
an 


Erosphere 
Adult 


Personal 


call 


617 
859 
3383 


y | BALI DAY SPA 


BODY RUB 

DRY SAUNA 
BODY SHAMPOO 
7 DAYS A WEEK _ 


TO PLACE YOUR AD 
CALL CLASSIFIEDS AT 617.450.8753 
OR EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@PHX.COM 


Central Health 


NOW OPEN 


UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT - ALL NEW STAFF 


| OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
| 10AM-12MIDNIGHT - WALK-INS WELCOME 


} " . 

| 76 Derry St. Providence, a 

DRY SAUNA, TABLE SHOWERS, STEAM SAUNA, BODY SCRUB 

| Directions 

From 95 South Exit 23 -left at Ist light onto Admiral «left at next light onto 

Whipple One Block «take left on Oregor 

: From 95 North Exit 23 State Offices -bear right on Orms ¢take a right on 
Douglas first right on Whipple -right on Oregon behind building 

| Take a right before the cab company 

| 

i 


(401) 351-1611 


PRIVATE PARKING 


204 Westminster St. 1st floor, Providence, Ri 


Siien pier 


10AM - MIDNIGHT 


DIRECTIONS: - 
FROM 1-95 SOUTHBOUND 
Take Exit 21-AtwellgAve 
Turn Left on Atwellg Ave 
Turn Left on Fountain St 


Turn Right on Westminster St 


FROM 1-95 NORTHBOUND 


FOUNTAIN ST 
EXIT 21 
BROADWAY 


BILTMORE 3} | 


crvHau 9 3| 


Take Exit 21-service Road #8 


Turn Left on Fountain St 
Turn Right on Dorrance St 


* 
BALI DAY SPA 


Turn Right on Westminster St 4 pleasant aud delightful twill with a very courteous staff... 


Come treat your 
body —, “ 


© Dry Sauna 

© Body Shampoo 

* Oriental Style 
Body Rub 


DOWNTOWN SPA 


Located In the Custom House Bullding 
¢ STEAM & DRY SAUNA Rt95 Dorrance 
¢ BODY SHAMPOO 
@ RELAXATION MASSAGE 
¢ WALK IN SERVICE 


© OPEN 7 DAYS 


Take 
off Rt 95 


~ 


PRIVATE PARKING & ENTRANCE IN BACK 


RATA Te) 


375 Admiral Street 
Providence, RI 


¢ UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT _ NEW STAFF « 


(401) 553- 5800; Stairs & eae seal ilable 


One Custom House Street 4 Fioor Providence RI 





TO PLACE YOUR AD 
CALL CLASSIFIEDS AT 617.450.8753 
OR EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@PHX.COM 


HARMONY SPA 
401.725.4811 


ae ar - su pelcst, 


1 BENEFIT sT. 


body ees 


PALUTUCKET, 


Rl 


calls cost $2.89/min 18+ 


MAN TO MAN 


Bi & BI-CURIOUS * LEATHER & UNIFORMS © S/M & B/D 
DADDIES & 18+ BOYS * CUBS & BEARS « TV/TS * ANYTHING GOES! 


Possible LTR. 


Joe, Ikg4 a man for frien and pos 


Stoughton/Canton 
Al. I'm 


(xp1/11) 
Horny btm. 
51 


Nice guy. 
Be my top guy 
M 150lbs. st 
Blue eyed Italian. 
——_ 


se (xp1/10 


ciD ona eo 


Box 66192 (xp2/7) 
gd ~ 


20k up. Ph# Incl. Box 6 
(xp3/3) 

Spanking nugget 

Jack sub 45yo, 5'9, 17: 


spankin, 

hear your spanking 

63985 (xp1/5) 

Young kink. 

I'm horny bi-guy, S. Shore, 38yo look 
younger. | like stuff with young guys, 18+ 
Box 51365 (xp: 


BILLED TO YOUR 


617.374.3131 617.976.8000 


CREDIT 


You'll get it. 

This is a naughty 

put you o 

ood old fashioned spanki 


your pan 
give you a 
on your bare n. tw 
but be assured you will 
spanking. Box 14 


Let me ended. 
Clean, gdik 


ball 4 


Box 17016 (xr 


Work me ees 


Work me unmercifully. 


Lkg4 ag 


ndage f 
Box 29366 (xp1 


ve Cape IkgZ 
irl. Pre 


garte 
(xp3/13) 
Role play daddy here. 
N. Shore Ikg4 fun 
g ay daddi 
White haired/short beard shave 


7"cut 6’ 220ibs in a good physical 

condition ‘cking role play btm. Ph# 

incl. Box 48345 (xp2/6) 

Older bear. 

Marty N. Shore bear. O 
> leather whips har 


der into role play. 


*ck ct 
'S for the right game. Box 48343 


Oral and sub. 
| would like to be a dom guys cock 
I'm oral and sub, avail days/nigh’ 


2 and take direction. Box 


CARO LLEDO 


MUST BE 18+ TO CALL. MOST CELLULAR CARRIERS BLOCK 976 FROM THEIR NETWORK 


Action! 


Solid man 
dik 


Group get togethers 


Athietic and fit 


muse, btm boy 
ver and plow me. On 

Ph# Incl. Box 14821 (xp2/4) 
Monogamous guy. 
Mike, 33yo GWM, Greek, 5'9, 180ibs 
muse, toned, black/brown. | 
who enjo’ ] 
with love, trust, commitment, honesty and 
dedication. I'm a or mous person 
Box 90581 (xp2/11) 
Sweaty aggression 
Lkg4 aggressive masc men that likes hot 
sweaty physical action. If your intc 
me know. Box 28911 (xp12/27) 
Hot and horny? 
Hot horny guy in Boston Lkg4 other hot 
homy guys 18-50 who enjoy giving or 
getting head on a reg basis. Box 33421 


$2.89 


per minute 





Se 
TV/TS 
~ 9” EXPRESS 


617-424-7962 
$100 special 


*A DELICIOUS 
DELIGHT - HEADA 


Oral Ecstasy, Treat your 
tongue to a hot Sexy Erotic 

| Irish American Pre-op 

Playmate, ANYTHING 
GOES! No rush. Visiting for 
a short time. in/out. Safe 
Downtown location. Near T 


617-426-5221 
AMELIA PRE-OP 


Latina specializing in 
beginners. 
617.288.2505 


I!” ANDREA PRE- 
oP 
New in town. 36(-29-36 8” 
28yo blonde bombshell sex 
kitten. safe downtown 
location. X-dressing * Dom. 
All fetishes & fantasies 
avail. In/outcall Visiting for 
a short time. Will travel all 
over New 
England. Anything goes, 
low rates 


617-731-1512 
ANGELINA PRE-OP 


0072 
She-Male CoCo 


ASIAN TS 


welcome. in call/out call. 
Black/French Canadian, 
*82-781-267-5143 


BiG STICK SHEMALE 


Visiting from NYC. Horny black 
TS with a 9” stick to lick or play 
with. Call me. 


*Blonde Dutch Doll* 


617-266-9426 


ale 


CHOCOLATE 


Cum let me fulfill all your 

fantasies and desire 

taste my ft! 
juices. Back Bay Incail 


617°247*2641 


CROSS-DRESSING 
FANTASY 


378-5999 
CYNTHIA TS 
617-347-0267 


HOT AND SEXY 


Asian Pre-op. 23 yo, 71/2” 

Fully functional, that likes 

to be on top. 36-26-36. IN 
call, Call Ginger 


*82-617-269-2905 


“HOT ASIAN SHE 
MALE 
Layla 


ated in 


617-594-2753 
MADAM X 


617 266 9457 


PRE-OP DEIDRE 


Shore. 617-653-7189 


ROUND AND 
BROWN 


Are you looking to take a 
ride on the wild side. 
Sinches FF of chocolate 
pleasure and a ass to die 
for. Back bay incall. 


617-247-2641 


Sweet Nasty 
9" FRI‘ melt in ur mouth 
not in your hand cum taste 


TEXAS TS 


southern belle, $120 


ambrids 


rage iocati 
616-3488 


Peisiitre melaeaces 


|ANGIErs 


‘ UNCTIONAL 


158” 36c-24-36 


617-450-8753] & 


83128124506 


—™"—99c/min 


TO PLACE YOUR AD 


CALL CLASSIFIEDS AT 617.450.8753 
OR EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@PHX.COM 


36 6-24-36 8" 


“visiting fora week | 


'-442-() 


gorgeous transexual 
New in Town 
34C-22-36 9” 


oc 
o £F4 9394 
4 Als 

yea 


Downtown Locations 


2&B8romumse and piace Beds online at 
pease? the phoenix .com/ctiassifieds 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ESCORTS 


Coco AND Cream 
5'9”" 34D-24-36 


Spanish 
21yrs old 


out calls only 


100% South American 


MODEL 


NEW IN TOWN 


3860-24-36 


15 Min North 
of Boston 
Off Route 95 


HELP 
WANTED 


Women owned 
Flute Me) o1-1¢-1(-10| 
escort service, 
friendly, safe, 

supportive 

environment; if 

you're new to the 
business, we 
welcome you. 

Call 


617-451-0414 


for interview 


no transportation 
quired 


MADONMNMADPYSOIAM- 


z 


“sam 


Astan Santastes @ 
Limited time only. Young & beautiful G 

models. Incalls Only. Make your 
Dreams & Fantasies come true. Call 
while you can. No private calls 


4Ol. 722.2544 


34B * 22°34 


k about my friends 


yut calls only 


388-3761 
















Escorts 


1 ASIAN GIRLS 
BY APPT 
SAM-10PM 
QUINCY 
617-773-1772 


1#1 ASIAN STU- 
DENTS 


Luxurious Swedish 
and Scoop Chair 
Shower $70/hr. 10 
MINUTES FROM 
BOSTON, NEAR 
NORTH MAJOR 
HIGHWAY/ LOGAN 
AIRPORT 10AM— 
10PM, BY APPT. 
781.853.3158 





#1 BODY RUB 
EXIT 22 95/ 128 
10am-10pm 7day 
For appt. *82-617- 
969-1318 


#1 Daddy’s 
Naughty Girl 


Sweet Sexy Chocolate 
Delight looking to explore 
the wild side with you. 
Backbay In/out. 24/7 
Destiny 
617-201-1393 


1!#1 ORIENTAL 
FLOWER 


NEW IN TOWN 
$70/H. PLEASE CALL 





FOR HOLIDAY SPECIAL 
DISCOUNT. 5 MINUTES 


FROM BOSTON NEAR 


RT16, RT1, RTA, RTS, 


RT28. BY APPT. 
617.778.8623 


#1 QUINCY 
Oriental Massage 


Best full body massage b’ 





“toy. 617-778-4068 
10% DISCOUNT 


Gina 617-846-0081 
$100 OUT CALLS$ 


24 HR HOLIDAY 
SANDY 


978-996-7825 
$50 MASSAGES 


A MAGIC TOUCH 

Gur lovely Asian girls have 
that magical touch. Close 
your eyes, relax your body, 


and have our girls ease your 
mind. 7 days a week. 


QUINCY 
617-818-8101 


expe 
My 3400's will blow your mind 
Days/nights 





A SUPERNATUR- 
AL TOUCH 


OUR SWEET LOVELY 
ASIAN GIRLS HAVE THAT 
SUPERNATURAL TOUCH 


COME TO RELAX EVERY 
DAY. 10AM-11PM, 7 
DAYS/WEEK 

QUINCY. 
617-888-1883 





A Sweet Treat 
19 very hot & sexy looking 
to get wet & wild with you 

Backbay In/out 24/7 

Destiny 


617-201-1399 





ABSOLUTELY SEXY 


* *82-617-451-1312 


ABSOLUTLEY THE 
BEST 


Cassie*New first Class GFE 
24 yo, Fitness Model from 
Midwest. Sizzling and cap- 
tivating! jenny* New 20 yo, 
Sexy Siue Eyed Blonde 
Super nice w/sexy lingerie 
& loves to please! Serving 
New England for all your 
needs. Mention ad for spe- 
ciats 


*82-857-222-5410 





HALL INCLUSIVE 


mas 





ALL THIS CHOCO- 
LATE! NO 
WHIPPED CREAM 


Boston's Sweetest. Yi 
y w/ lor 
erend. 5 
22-34. In 


"617-201-8723 








ALLSTON ASIAN 
BEAUTY 





N. Shore/S. Sho 
rates. IN/OUT CALL 


508-631-8473 
ALYSSA 





*82-781-560-2007 


ANITA 
Fabulous at 40—GFE 
Sophisticated yet down to 
earth. A voluptous 400-28 
38, 5'S, IN/OUT 
*82-781-414-1251 





617-254-0293 
ANNABELLE LEE 


y a relaxing massage witt 





who's sexy. 





e like you dream abi 


617-646-9553 





very talented. An 
st 


APRILS MASSAGE 


978-804-8181 
Happy Holidays! 


ASIAN BEAUT 
sis, 617-833- 
3121 


+ASIAN BUNNY 


Yvonne: New girl in town. 


23yo 5'3” 11Sibs. 340-24 
36. For romantic time cail 
Boston loc 


*82-908-296-4745 





#ASIAN COLLEGE 
SWEETIE 


Asian girs w/Class & beau- 
ty specializing in erotic 
sensuality. Look no further 
our girls are waiting to ful- 
fill your passionate fan- 
tasies. IN/OUT ALLSTON, 


857-221-7285 


ASIAN 
DELICACIES 


Tempting Asians For Your 
Relaxation. IN/OUT 


617-869-3307 


ASIAN ESCORT 


Pretty Asian girls providing 
OUTCALL services in most 
of the Metro Boston area 
Lowest rates guaranteed 
Serious calls only. Blocked 
calls not accepted. 24/7 
Outcail only. 


“82-617-778-3404 





ASIAN GIRLS 
st 


Quincy. Sweet girls. 

massage. Relax. E 
CALL ONLY. Appts 
1-617-472-6729 


ASIAN GIRLS 
(SOUTH BOSTON 
(AREA) 
COMPLETE 
RELAXATION 


BODY WORKS 
617-686-3846 





ASIAN GODDESS 
Exotic 22 yo, 34C-24-32 


4 yo 





w rates 


781-475-8198 









ASIAN 
MASSEUSES 
Very Lovely 

Asian ladies wel- 
come you to 

experience the 
Ultimate mas- 
sage. QUINCY 


iN/QUT 


617-828-5693 










#ASIAN MODELS 
**ALLSTON** 


Come meet 2 woman who 
is sexy, beautiful & exotic 
for much needed relaxation 
you seek. In/Out 


617-828-2350 





{ASIAN 
PLEASURES 


Quincy. Hot and young 
Asian girls waiting to meet 
you and give you a hot sen- 
sual massage. You've been 
yearning for something to 

put you ease. Let us be 

that something. IN/OUT 


617-785-3963 


ASIAN RUB 
SALEM/NASHUA 
N.HAMPSHIRE 


Fresh face every week. Call 
10am-10pm. In/Out *82- 
617-778-3404 





Our pretty 
Asian girls welcome 
you to enjoy a warm 
smooth 
body shampoo . 


By ap 


ASIAN WOMEN 











'ASIAN SWEETIE 
lovely 


massage, 


781-838-1202 


dy 
781-922-0031 


ATTRACTIONS OF 
ITALY 


Call anytime 
617-233-1182 


ATTRACTIONS OF 
ITALY 


beaut 





“Call anytime 617-818- 


8764 


BARELY LEGAL 
YOUNG ASIAN 
MODEL 


These girls give the best 

full body massage and 

shampoo in Boston. Just 
off Rte 60 Malden 


781-321-6029 
BEACH BUNNY 


a ne 








508-504-2089 
BEST BODY RUB 


BY BEAUTIFUL 
LADIES 
N128 EXIT34 BY 
APPT. 
10am-Spm. 

781-932-1689 


BEST BODY RUB 
NS5/125 
SAM-8PM 
781-645-2912 


BEST MASSAGE 





, 617-354- 
8828 


BEST MASSAGE 
CLOSE TO CITY. 
EZ ACCESS 
MASS PIKE. 
10 a.m-$ p.m. 
CLEAN & PRI- 
VATE. 
617-332-0901 


BLACK BEAU- 
TIES, ONE WHITE 
CUTIE 


Doing what we do best. 
24/7. Always hiring. 
857-928-5133 





BLONDE BEAUTY 


Adorable blonde blue eyed 


girl looking to show you an 
incredible good time! 
{n/Out. 24/7 


617-308-6786 


TO PLACE YOUR AD 


CALL CLASSIFIEDS AT 617.450.8753 
OR EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@PHX.COM 


BLOW YOUR 
LOAD 


I'm your girl: sexy, sweet 

and petite. Visiting 12/9 

thru 12/20. Call Cindy. Low 
rates. 


508-576-1840 


BODY OF A GYM- 
NAST 





617-516-4223 


BRAND NEW GEOR- 


GIA PEACH 


617-516-4223 


BROWSE AND 
PLACE ADS 
ONLINE 


Now you can browse all the 
Phoenix Adult ads online 
and piace ads online too! 

Go to 
www.thephoenix.com/clas: 
sified 





BUSTY BOMB- 
SHELL 
Nyla: Black/Spanish 42D0 
29-38, (loves to play erotic 
games beyond imagina 
tion) 


*82-617-929-0239 


HIBUXOM BEAU- 
TY 


5'8 38E-27-38 Porno looks 
Full lips, Flat belly. Bubble 
butt. Sweet attitude. 
Exotic role play expert 
1N/QUT 


617-970-2711 
“CARLY” 46 YRS 


617-490-0028 OUT/ 
CALL ONLY 


CHINESE GIRLS 


Sweet girls. Best Massage 
Appts near Chinatown. 


617-482-109 


CHINESE SWEET- 
lES 


Sweet 6 reserved Chinese 
girls known to please, 
amaze & soothe. IN/OUT 
SOMERVILLE 617-839-0641 


CUTE 
All the time in 
Quincy. Hot Asian 
young girls. Best 
Body Rub. IN/GUT 
617-328-4607 


*DELICIOUS 


Call today. 29yo, blonde 
haired, blue-eyed beauty 
ready and waiting. 36C-24- 
36. In/out calis. 


603-858-2761 


S$DREAM GIRLS 


Young beautiful New girls 
every 10 days. 
InfQUT QUINCY 
*82 617-828-5693 

















~'*82-617-823-5051 








EBONY’S 
ESSENCE 


5'5", 360, 140 Ibs, thick 


lips, thick bedy, busty 
carmel skinned freak 


857-212-9274 





NELEGANT ASIANS 


781-922-3592 


EUROPEAN 


very sexy and in sh 
Long legs, flat stomach 
and tan, toned comp 
tion. Girt 
aut calls, 24/7. Ac 
MC/visa. *82-617-938- 
1227 








NEED! 


*82-267-237-0144 


EXOTIC ASIAN FOX 
34C-24-32, Perfect for 
all occasions. OUT CALL 


ONLY. Low rate. 781- 
475-8198 


EXOTIC ASIANS 


9 n ar 


our relaxing, clean and dis 
reet place. IN/OUT 617- 
785-3963 


FRESH LATINA IN 
THE AREA 
New Brazilian girl 


y 





FRIENDLY AFFAIRS 


617-820-2142 


GFE FREAK 
a K Cal 








~” 617-938-7252 
GIRLS GONE WILD 





e pleased 


Call Crystal and her 


friends. 
617-818-8764 


GOLDILOCKS 
The tong blonde hair, biue 
green eyes and smooth 
ivory skin on my 21 yr old 


body make me “just right”. 
Your place or mine. 
Anytime day or night. 

















GREEK GODDESS 
Vil take it all in or suck it 
all up. Sweet and petite. 

model build, sexy. Call Lisa 


314-335-0968 





Have you ever experienced 
any one better than me? 
This Puerte Rican/Indian 

hottie will stay in your 
dreams long after | leave. 
5'4, 125lbs, 36C-26-36 
19yo. Long dark hair, beau 
tiful brown eyes, soft 
caramel skin. 24 hours. 
in/out 


*82-774-232-2251 


HAWAIIAN 
TREATS 


Young and sexy honey- 
eyed beauty willing and 
ready to please. in calls 
only. No GFE 
*82-571-229-8080 


HELLO!!! 








* 617-201-5381 


HOLIDAY SPE- 
CIAL 
141 BODY SHAM- 
POO & 
MASSAGE 
Grand Opening, Pretty 
Asian girls. Easy travel and 
parking. 
5 miles North of Boston 
1/2 mile from $3 N. Exit 
31/32 and Rte. 16, Rte 
60,$70/Hr. 


781-630-2568 


HOLIDAY SPE- 
CIAL $65/HR 
#1 BODY SHAM- 
POO & MASSAGE 


Grand Opening, Pretty 
Asian girls. Easy travel and 
parking. 5 miles North of 
Boston. 1/2 mile from 93 
N. Exit 31/32 and Rte. 16 
Rte 60,$70/Hr. 
781-630-2568 


Hot Asian Girls 
Beautiful, young 
girls are waiting 

for you. 
in/out New girls 
every 10 days. 
(617) 304-2061 





HOT CHOCOLATE 


ead 


617-792-3906 


“JAPANESE DOLL 
Enjoy a warm 
smooth unforget- 
table touch and 
body shampoo 
with our pretty 
nice and sweet 
Asian massuess- 
es. 

North of Boston, near major 
ae bang sta 


781-316-6909 


JOY OF TOUCH 


SOMERVILLE 
Allow yourself to experi- 
ence the pleasure of a sen- 
sual, nurturing, loving 
massage by a beautiful 
woman. 617-839-0641 











KIMBERLY 35 YRS 


617-540-4015 


Let’s get 
naughty. 
All inclusive. 
“2-617-201-3065 


LOLLIPOP 


Ss. 24/7. We accept 


visa, ME 
*82-781-630-3196 


LOVELY ASIAN 


w girls. Beautiful 


LOWELL 
BODY RUB 
By Asian 
Beauties 


*82-617-771-1647 
“LYNDSAY’S 
ESCORTS” 


MATURE 


*82-781-724-2212 


MERMAID MAS- 
SAGE 
Young Oriental 
beauties, to relax 
with a smooth 
touch and hot 
shower, Quincy. 
857-221-0195 





MISTRESS CANDY 





cked a5 nC ] 
24/7. IN/OUTCALLS 617-739- 
7314 


HNASHUA NH 
GEGE, pretty, sexy, 21yo. 


5'5", 360-26-36. Brazilian 
hottie 


978-726-1165 





NAUGHTY OR NICE? 
Come warm up with a beautiful 
busty blonde. In calls. North 
Shore 


781-632-1156 











NEW CHINESE 
BEST MASSAGE 
APPT SAM- 11PM 


BOSTON 
TREMONT ST 
Call 617-426-0000 


NEW ENGLAND 


ESCORT SERVICES 


617-863-8064 


NEW GIRLS 


By young pretty Asian girl 
Relaxing music, body 
shampoo, Rte 93, exit 32 
60 East, Malden. 


617-672-5832 


FULL BODY 
MASSAGE 


781-324-7238 


*NEW GIRLS 


FENWAY PARK 
SAM-—T1PM 
7 DAYS FOR 
APPT. 
617-247-5908 


“NEW TO 
BOSTON” 
Beautiful, young 
oriental women 
for sensual 
massage. 10am— 
Tipm, daily. 
617-482-2505 


Nikki Body Room Pretty 
Sexy Asian Girls. For appt 
call, Clean Safe Place. 
Dorchester. 617-331-3350 


ORIENT EXPRESS 








eed. Outcall only. 24 
nan only!! 617-437- 
9226 


**PAULA** 
Busty Brunette with long 
hair 40yrs Patient & experi- 
enced, I'll take my time so 
you enjoy your time with 
me. Discreet. Verf outcalls. 


978-681-8666 


PORTUGUESE 
PRINCESS 


Smooth, tan skin. 360, 
Auburn hair, Light brown 
eyes, 5'3, 130Ibs. 
617-888-0583 


QUINCY MAS- 
SAGE CENTER 


Our cute Asian girls do the 
professional massage for 
you. Enjoy & relax. Call for 
appts. 
617-328-1682 
REAL RED HEAD 








iN OUT 24 J ry 
617-516-4223 
REAR END 


Tight and deep. GFE and 
Greek. Low rates. Out calls 


only. Some in calls. By appt 
only. Call Candy. 
617-671-7811 





*REDHEADED 
REINDEER* 


Tanned, toned body, beautiful 
face, sexy lips, 3600-24-34, lin 
gerie, high heels, constant fun 
IN calls only 


781-289-3846 


SEXY BRAZILIAN 
AND FRIENDS 


3600-26-36, 5 feet 6 inches of 
beauty. She and her friends will 
take real good care of you. just 
call them. in/out calls. 24/7 
Serious inquiries only. 


*82-781-632-4521 








SIMPLY ALLURING 


617-817-6934 


SIMPLY IRRE- 
SISTABLE 


Pleasure at it’s finest, you 


will not want to leave. 
Enjoy and relax, no GFE. in 
Calls ont 


*82-857-221-1759 


SLIM SWEET- 
NESS 


Petite, chocolate bunny, 
5'7, long brown hair, T10ibs, 
328, ready and willing to 
be tasted 


617-913-3850 


SPECIAL THERA- 
PY MASSAGE 


Cherry, 5°8", 36C-24-34, 
125ibs, busty, French 
Dimensions guaranteed. 
Strippers, Role play, IN/ 
OUT CALLS. Very sensual 
Ask about specials. S 
Shore and Metro West 


617-435-3862 


STRAP ON QUEEN 





617-318-4487 
SUZY 


> Asia 


#SWEET & PRET- 
TY ASIAN 


bung and sweet Asian 
sseuses are eager to 
give a soothing and sensu 
al massage. Nice environ 
ment with caring touch 
We are sure you will have 
an unforgettable experi 
ence of relaxation. IN/ OUT 
ALLSTON 
857-221-7285 





TANYA 


The best international fla 
or in the USA. 18 yrs old 
di 


857-212-6598 


TEMPTED TO 
TOUCH 


lrresistible blonde, bive- 
eyed beauty aiming to 
please the South Shore. IN 
calls only. NO GFE *82 
857-221-1759 


VICTORIA ** 
LATIN BEAUTY 


25yrs old 5'7 3600-26-36. 
Gorgeous. incalls only. 
617-501-4335 





WANNA PLAY? 
Very hot, exotic, model- 
type, 21 yrs old, TIOIbs, 
36D, italian, GFE. Will drive 


you crazy! Willing to please 
in every way! Jazmyne 
781-853-3004 





A 
Male Escorts 


1!!110 INCH B.U. 
FOOTBALL STAR 


22 yo hot College Black Male 10 
inches uncut. Natural smooth 
Suburban Mind. City MEAT 
Chisled body. Huge pecs. 6 pack 
In/Out. Massages also available 
JUSTIN 


617-908-3096 


A MALE 
ENCOUNTER 


617-782-4499 


BLACK MALE 


617-653-7187 


CUTE ASIAN MALE 


MAK 


61 7-236-1502 
TOUCH - TASTE - 
INDULGE 


MA/I 


978-473-6696 


ee ee 
Adult Massage 


11 
$70/hour. GRAND 
OPENING! Yoga mas- 
sage and Body 
Shampoo. 5 min 
North of Boston. 
Everett. 

617-778-8623 


#1 BROCKTON 


Select Asian beauties pro 
vide the best massage by 
andielight. No blocked 


Calls. 


508-958-4153 


Holiday Special 
Rate. Asian col- 
lege girls, new in 
town! North 
Shore. Near RI. 
RT6O, RTIA, 
RTSS. MALDEN. 
$70/HR. By appt. 
781.853.3158 


A SWEET 
MASSAGE 





781-629-3196 


BEST MASSAGE | 
93N/Exit 31 | 


in Medford! A 
Relax. 617 






BEST MASSAGE | 


Convenient location, Davis 
Square, Fully licensed 


617-820-6688 


BEST MASSAGE 


The best massage for your 
relaxation. Near 
Chinatown. Open everyday 
10am-tipm. 


617-777-7082 


CHINESE AGE-OLD 
MASSAGE 





Special! For every 1 Get One 





Free. Strong & Healthy - Relaxes 
the Mind. Open 7 Days a week 
3AM-10:30PM. On Tremont St in 
Boston 

857-222-9025 


GOLDEN ACUPRESSURE ASIAN 
BEAUTIES DO THE BEST 
BRIGHTON 617-783-1073 617 
816-0128 








HOLIDAY SPE- 
CIAL $65/HR 
“#1 Asian 
Massage 
93N. Exit 31 
93S. Exit 32. 
Rte 60, Rte 16W. 
S3am-3pm daily 
by appt. 
$70/hour 


781-630-2568 


HOLIDAY SPE- 
CIAL $65/HR 
“#1 Asian 
Massage 
93N. Exit 31 
93S. Exit 32. 
Rte 60, Rte 16W. 
3am-Spm daily 
by appt. 
$70/hour 
781-630-2568 


NEW IN TOWN 


Two Asian cuties. Come let 
us rock your jingle bells. 
Malden 


617-594-7317 





QUINCY MAS- 
SAGE 


7 days a week 10am-l1prr 


617-669-9970 


SUZY’S PLACE 
Relaxing Accupressure 


Somerville 


Call 617-412-9622 






The Best Chinese 
Massage 






617-785-3349 
WELLNESS BODY 
RUB MASSAGE 


1-888-281-4502 


$1.69/min 

























$140 1/2 HR 
Weekday special 


ort 954290,6350 



















































































36DD-26-36 
100% Female 
































Honesty is our 


onty policy 


(617) 
277- 
6605 


re has 
part time 


openings for 





Grand Opening 
Massage 


by 
Asian Fantasies 


@) Exit 7W to 


Amherst St. 
by Burger King 
603-339-2210 


SS 
Nashua, NH 


603.889.1045 




























































































































































































































































































































































































ADULT CLASSIFIED 


603-425-0086 


Phone Fantasy 


BERR 
Fantasy/Fetish 
CHARLENE’S 


Boston Hottest Sex Talk! 


781-937-3088 


MAXIM’S 


Lingerie, Mo 
Fantasies, Fetishes. 


Playing. 508-753-3796 

One Sensual Sadist 

oe | CALL, CUM AND 
ENJOY IT ALL 


lLive chat, videos, VIP 
mega site 


900.484.7674 
800.769.8993 


www. flirt4free.com 
www.f4fvip.com 


Entre Nous 
Very Sexy 38D 


Ail credit cards accepted 


att 888-281-4506 | 


HOT SINGLES 
617-338-9990 
Browse & 
Respond 

FREE! 

Gay & Bi 617-423- 
6666 


Use Free Code 
6664, 18+ 


or Visit 
|MegaMates.com 


PUSH A BUTTON 


800-210-1010 


All-major credit cards accepted 


escortreviews — site reviews 


SEXSOUNDS HEAR THESE 
HORNY SLUTS BEG FOR 
MORE! 


Birthday Parties 
866-892-8104 
http://www.boston 
partystrippers.com 


X-MAS PARTY 
DANCERS 


Call FREE! Chat NOW! 18+ 
617-395-9000 
781-426-9000 


WHERE SINGLES MEET 
617-304-5807 


Pe 
Strippers 


Employment 


discussion boards 


live chat 


TO PLACE YOUR AD 


CALL CLASSIFIEDS AT 617.450.8753 
OR EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@PHX.COM 


service guides 


video chat 


ey | ae ay PiVVIneleXxpenence 


www4ieg.com 
1-617-695-1311 


ADULT ENTERTAIN- 
MENT CAREERS 
fi tin travel 


1-800-509-8331 


i, 


TO PLACE YOUR AD 


CALL CLASSIFIEDS AT 617.450.8753 
OR EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@PHX.COM 


Life of 
Luxury** 


START TODAY ! Very Busy 
Established exclusive 
escort service is looking for 
escorts, dancers, models 
and adult film stars. Work 
full/part time. Must be 
beautiful, articulate, model 
types 18-45 for highly 
selective clients! Good 
working conditions. Top 
earnings. No experience or 
car necessary Will train. 
Discreet Interview please 
call Taylor. “82 857-222- 
5410. Unlimited 
Opportunities | up to 
$10,000 per week 


XXX Web 


No More 
Shame 


0 


Walk of 


RICKY’S PLAYGROUND 


Et Cetera 
Mobile TXT Dating 


FREE TRIAL! 


Txt “HOT” to 53733 


Lv Lv LD. thophodnix.boub/clasaitieAs 4 1G i '695- 124 








It's holiday gift giveaway time 


: } and have we got the 
stocking stuffer for you... 


2 * 
Sadtes 
Place a free Women Seeking ad and we'll 


send you a Hustler OVD or video* 


Call 617 450 8761 


AN VN MAY ST NTN YG 


Erosphere is giving away 


nA *, 


2 
OTOL ES 
Bury a BO minute block of time and we'll 
send you a Mustler UVO or video* 


Call 617 450 8761 





“Supplies limited - while stocks last. 





12 


TO PLACE YOUR AD j 
STRIPPERS cucussre et Ml ee auTiFULH Me) SPECIALS 
Nude Tee Le a: 3 


smanfic tC») | ia 


> don ale 


Tuesdays: _ 


‘7 Lingerie Gay giveaway! Place « 
* ii f “ee y free MSM or WS sahact 
December 19- 14 Mario $ Annual s j . . . 


eae Dancewear 
¢ SGaasitis i ies | Costumes 


: : ne Thursd 
open Sam Fri. Dec. 23rd & Sat. Dec 24th a : sy var eda = 
for our famous Breakfast Buffet y 4 : time and get 20% 
ih * Toys, Shoes f , 
SUNDAY Free Buffet : , Fridays: — 
FOOTBALL ackage i Accessories Free Frid er Eraailae your ee 
BL =sT you want (ang category) and we'll run up 


“ P A fe | M ! to 25 words FREE for 4 weeks 
AMATEUR NIGHT {3% 81500 CASH PRIZE | 


| COUPLES FREE ALL FREE All you can MAYV N 
| THE TIME! eat Buffet | MONDAY NO 


To take advantage of these 


TANG GUNG MEN Giana | tore colot7 450 8761 or 


Mon & Tues 


| BACHELOR PARTIES \ftermoon | cae 318 Squire Road, Revere, MA 02151 
Group of 20 or more 


| 
J : 
| get FREE admission & Now Hiring | (across NorthGate Mall) osphe 
"FREE Buffet pre Aah ee New Dancers! — | (781) 286-9070 PReenix Adult Pers 
WINWW_MARIOSSHOWPLACE.COM Where fantasies become reality 
Complimentary Buffet - Noon-8pm Daily! 
GENTLEMAN'S CLUB /BACHELOR PARTY VENUE 1-8 77-4-DESIRE 
: 2: 387 ae 8 


For Your Pleasure Desire is now open at 


NOON 


Every Day! 


COME VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE @ Wil .CLUBDESIRERI.CcCOM 


FREE 1 Franklin SQ. Providence RI (401) 274-5560 * Junction of Eddy St & Aliens Ave PARKING FOR 
SECURE 95 South Exit 19 - Bear Right Onto Allens Ave, 500 Feet, Right Hand Side. 95 North Exit 18 - BUSES & 
ee Left at Bottom of Exit, 2 Miles on the Right. LIMOS 





Flirting with a girl is eool. 
Flirting with 
is eooler! 


her AND her twin sister 


a 
= 


FS 





EROSPHERE ADULT PERSONALS 


Women Seek- 
ing Men 
THICK BLACK MAN? 


SEXY COLLEGE STUDENT 


BIG GIRL WANTS TO 
LEARN 


MASTER-TEACH ME 


PLAY WITH ME PLEASE 


SALT-N-PEPPER? 


SUBMISSIVE 


WHITE FEMALE SWITCH 


ENEMA FUN 


BI-GIRL LOOKING FOR 
HOTTIES 


jit 
wit 


} your credit card, call 800-314-7958 BS 


EXPERIENCED? 


CLIMAX COMMUNITY 


CURIOUS LADY 


DEMANDING DOMINA- 
TRIX 


SENSUOUS AND SEXY 
SEX-SEX-SEX 


TINY FIREBALL 


EXTREMELY CURIOUS 


NAUGHTY PLAY KITTEN 


FOREPLAY IS UNDERRAT- 
ED 


BITCHY GIRL 


MISSING MY PLACE 


READY AND WILLING 


BOSSY SPANKER 
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Capriciously labeled “enemy combatants” 
detained in Guantanamo remain untried 
going on nearly four years. American citizen 
Jose Padilla, held as an enemy combatant in 
a naval brig in South Carolina, still has had 
no trial. The Department of Justice recently 
indicted Padilla, thus changing his status 
from “enemy combatant” to regular crimi- 
nal defendant, after the Supreme Court 
agreed to revisit the “enemy combatant” 
designation, indicating the DOJ feels it 
can’t afford another high-court rebuff. 

The chicanery continues unabated, yet 
few are demanding to know where 
Supreme Court nominees draw the line on 
executive supremacy. 


PATRIOTIC GORE 

In 2005, the USA Patriot Act, passed hastily 
in the aftermath of 9/11, was on a roller 
coaster. In November, 
the Washington Post re- 
vealed that more than 
30,000 National Securi- 
ty Letters (NSLs) have 
been issued every year 
since 2001. The letters, 
which allow federal 
agents to search busi- 
ness and personal 
records without alerting 
the person under sur- 
veillance, existed for 
very limited circum- 
stances before the Patri- 
ot Act, but the act dras- 
tically expanded their 
scope. Now the FBI has 
the power to demand 
virtually unlimited 
records of people not 
necessarily suspected of 
wrongdoing. Despite 
the FBI’s best efforts to 
keep the public in the dark, some citizens 
and civil libertarians have challenged vari- 
ous aspects of the NSL provision, which 
consequently has been ruled unconstitu- 
tional in two lower courts; last month the 
ACLU urged a federal-appeals court to sus- 
tain those rulings. 

We might have placed hope in the fact 
that parts of the Patriot Act were scheduled 
to sunset at the end of 2005. But such hope 
has been all but abolished by our power- 
hungry president. Just this past weekend, 
President Bush engaged in disingenuous 
fear-mongering when he said national se- 
curity would be gravely endangered if Con- 
gress didn’t permanently extend all 16 sun- 
set provisions immediately. Yet Congress, 
which wants more oversight over business 
records (better known as the “library provi- 
sion”) and “roving wiretaps,” had already 
offered to extend all 16 provisions for an ad- 
ditional three months while it deliberated 
further. As Wisconsin Democratic senator 
Russ Feingold reportedly remarked on 
CNN: “It is only the president who is basi- 
cally playing chicken with us.” 

There are signs that the public, too, 
hasn’t completely kowtowed to the admin- 
istration’s abuses of the Patriot Act. In 
Florida, for example, a six-month trial that 
concluded this month exposed what hap- 
pens when security-at-any-cost rhetoric 
and unlimited electronic surveillance meet 
the reality of the jury system. Of 17 terrorism- 
related charges, not a single guilty verdict 
was rendered against a former University 
of South Florida professor known for his 
extreme pro-Palestine views. After dead- 
locking on nine of the charges against Sami 
al-Arian and acquitting on eight others, ju- 
rors remarked to reporters that the federal 
prosecutors hadn’t proved that al-Arian 
had committed any crime. Rewind to the 
February 2003 indictment against al-Arian, 
when Attorney General John Ashcroft 
crowed that the case would be the first of 
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many successful examples in which the 
Patriot Act would allow government agen- 
cies to work together, connect the dots, 
and convict terrorists. 

Extraordinary concerns remain, how- 
ever. The February conviction of New York 
attorney Lynne Stewart marks a danger- 
ous development going to the heart of our 
legal system and affects all lawyers who 
represent unpopular clients. Stewart 
transmitted a message from her client, 
imprisoned Sheik Omar Abdel Rahman, 
to Reuters, in violation of a Department of 
Justice gag order prohibiting the lawyer 
from transmitting her client’s statements 
to the world. Stewart violated her earlier 
agreement to abide by the gag order, but 
violating such an agreement normally is 
not a crime. At worst, Stewart should 
have been brought before a bar discipli- 
nary hearing. Instead, 
convicted of various 
terrorism-related 
crimes, Stewart faces 
20 to 26 years in 
prison. (She is sched- 
uled to be sentenced 
March 10, 2006.) The 
message is clear: dou- 
ble-cross the adminis- 
tration’s insistence on 
secrecy, and bear the 
consequences. 


STATES’ FIGHTS 
Returning to the 
brighter side: to the 
distress of biblical lit- 
eralists everywhere, 
Massachusetts experi- 
enced no earth- 
quakes, floods, or 
swarming locusts in 
2005, despite continu- 
ing to marry same-sex couples. It turns 
out that the extension of marriage rights 
to gay and lesbian couples has proven a 
stabilizing, conservative move. Yet much 
of the rest of the country, which claims 
to support states’ rights, bows to the 
Bush administration’s assertions of fed- 
eral authority on issues of so-called fami- 
ly values as well as national security. In 
July, interim US Attorney Alex Acosta for 
the Southern District of Florida told FBI 
supervisors in Miami that one of the top 
law-enforcement priorities for him and 
Attorney General Gonzales was obsceni- 
ty. It’s as if any deviation from the Ozzie- 
and-Harriet missionary position is as 
much a threat to our social fabric as are 
acts of terrorism. Still, even same-sex- 
marriage rights could change. This 
month, enough signatures were gath- 
ered to put forward a ballot question 
seeking a state constitutional amend- 
ment prohibiting gay marriage. Attorney 
General Thomas Reilly certified it to go 
before the voters. Various groups, includ- 
ing Gay and Lesbian Advocates and De- 
fenders, which pioneered marriage 
equality in Massachusetts, are challeng- 
ing the whole procedure on grounds that 
state law prohibits referenda that in ef- 
fect reverse judicial decisions. It’s a knot- 
ty legal question with profound implica- 
tions for the survival of equal marriage 
in Massachusetts — although it is far 
from clear that cultural conservatives 
have enough votes to put this genie back 
in the bottle. 

Freedom Watch has had a busy year. 
And it’s pretty clear that we have our work 
cut out for usin 2006. © 


To access links related to this article, read it 
online at BostonPhoenix.com. Harvey Silverglate 
is a lawyer and frequent “Freedom Watch” 
contributor. Dustin Lewis, a writer, is Silver- 
glate’s research assistant. 


“Poataring... 


SEX TOYS + EROTICA * SEX ED TITLES 
VIDEO/DVD* BATH & BODY SUPPLIES 


mand more! 


PRCRASTING SENG MEALTH £ PLaASURE URCE 1977 


1.800: BUYVIBE = 


ISTOMER SERVICE 


Vil never be 
alone again. 


Meet other 
Phoenix readers 
thru FREE 

Phoenix Personals. 


Call Lindsey at 617.450.8761 
to place your free personals ad. 








Come and Visit Boston’s #1 Draft Choice 
Just 8 Minutes From Back Bay. 
BRUNCH 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
*TIL 3PM 


3484 WASHINGTON STREET, JAMAICA PLAIN, MA 02130 
(617) 524-2345 


ZEN 


JAPANESE GRILL & SUSHI BAR 


TAKE OUT +» DELIVERY « LUNCH SPECIALS 
{$20 minimum order for delivery with $3 delivery charge) 


Mon-Thu 11:30am-10pm 21A Beacon Street 
Friday 11:30am-1tpm Boston, MA 02108 
Saturday 12pm-1ipm P 617.371.1230 
Sunday 2:30pm-10pm F 617.371.1232 








Pasta 


1 a 
Sand wiches- 


Homestyle Italian Cuisine 


Open Monday - Saturday 11-9 
8 Cypress Street, Brookline MA (617)264-4700 








ws = -_ psa 
Complimentary Appetizer 
Present this ad to receive your choice of eppetizer up te $7. 
| Limit } per toblo, Valid for dinner & dining in only. Valid Sun-Shurs. Expires Dec 31, 2005. 
86 Peterborough Street « Boston, MA 02215 
For Reservations Call 1.617.424.7070 + Menu ot www.sorentos.com 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 








Warm up 
to the 
sensational 


tastes. 
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DOYLE’S CAFE 
3484 Washington St 
Jamaica Plain, MA 
02130 


Since 1882, Doyle’s 
Café has been 
renowned as one of 
the “Best Pubs in 
all of America”. It is 
one of Old Boston’s 
last holdouts with 
its dark, wooden 
booths and mahogany bar still intact (brass railing and 
ail). Doyle’s offers an unmatched mix of good food, good 
talk, and good people. This neighborhood bar is the 
landmark pub of Jamaica Plain. 


If you are looking for pub food and/or a home-cooked 
style meal, this is the place to go. You can sit in a cozy 
booth for two or a table for twenty. Either way, an all- 
around good time is to be had by locals and those that 
want to take the trip. Don’t be surprised on whom you 
might see and what you might hear. Farnous people who 
have visited range from all local politicians to Hollywood 
celebrities in the mood for true local flavor. 


Brunch on Sunday is always a hit and is served every 
Saturday and Sunday til 3pm. Boston’s #1 draft choice 
boasts over 50 beer selections as well as any cocktail you 
can imagine (including Bloody Mary pitchers if you really 
want to fully experience Doyle’s). Wide variety of food and 
drink options aside, Doyle’s is the place to go for a taste 
of one of Boston’s last remaining “true” hangouts. 
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These listings have been distilled from our 
most recent full-length reviews. Entrée prices 
are rounded to the nearest dollar. Restaurant 
hours, credit-card policy, and liquor informa 
tion are not included, so be sure to call ahead 





RENDEZVOUS IN CENTRAL 
SQUARE | 502 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
617.576.1900 | $18-$26 | There has 
n't been a restaurant so perfect for 
Central Square since the early Cen 
tro, and Rendezvous has even better 

food and service. If there’s a hall 
mark, it’s the maturity of 
chef/owner Steve Johnson, who 
stays just under the top on season 
ing and even pricing. The roast cod 
sets a new standard, but so does the 
consistency. Creat food makes good 
wine taste great, and if you dress up 
just a little, it will make you look 
great, too. 

SAUCE | 400 Highland Ave, 
Somerville | 617.625.0200 | $8-$18 | 
Sauce has some truly good sauces, 
like the pesto on some of the 
excellent thin-crust pizzas and 

the marinara with the fried cala- 
mari. The menu is familiar, but 
hummus, seared salmon, and a 
pear crostata jump above the com- 
monpiace. If a dish fails short of 
that, it’s more nondescript than 
truly weak. It’s really a cool 

trendy bar — so the good dishes 
are a bonus. 

ASHMONT GRILL | ss5 Talbot Ave, 
Dorchester | 617.825.4300 | $5-$18 | 
High expectations for this commu 
nity-minded bistro in Boston’s 
largest and least-restauranted 
neighborhood. Despite the hype, 
the place was uneven ai tie open- 
ing, so make sure you have the 
right dishes: home-cured olives, 
wood-grilled steak, salad, and a 
side of butternut squash. Or stick 
with burgers and gourmet pizza so 
you can save room for dessert, 
where you can’t easily go wrong, al 
though failing to have the bread 
pudding would be a mistake. Good, 
cheap wines and a casual family 
atmosphere. 


- MARTSA ON ELM | 233A Elm St, 


Somerville | 617.666.0660 | $6-$12 
(lunch, $6-$7) | Tibetan food is 
hearty mountain food, but the 
Martsa family has gussied it up just 
a little for American diners, and it 
can be remarkably comforting, even 
when it’s warm at sea level. The 
menu makes it clear that soups and 
beef dishes are the core of the cui- 
sine, but don’t miss the momos 
(dumplings), the chicken chili, or 
the bhagmatsu dessert. The restau- 
rant has reached a point of tranquil- 
ity where they let you bring your 
own wine. 

VINTAGE 1430 VFW Parkway, 

West Roxbury | 617.469.2600 | 
$15-$30 | Technically in West Rox- 
bury, but on the cusp of Dedham, 
Vintage is a steakhouse that isn’t 
downtown. It lacks sophistication, 
but it doesn’t charge as outlandish- 
ly, although vegetables are still 

side dishes. Our critic favored the 
inauthentic but tasty oysters 
Rockefeller, the filet mignon 

and braised lamb shank, and the 
giant chocolate cake. Despite 

the name, the wine list has some 
good bottles on the cheap end. 
Dress up, because it’s really the 
suburbs. 

BARLOLA | 160 Comm Ave, Boston | 
617.266.1122 | $5-$8 | BarLola is more 
fun than authentic, yet the airy un- 
derground rooms somehow evoke the 
stone and endless stucco of Spanish 
architecture. The food likewise is 
more like an idea of tapas than actual 
tapas, although the garlic potatoes, 
fried shrimp, chicken croquettes, 
and bits of stew are very evocative. 





KEBAB FACTORY | 414 Washington 
St, Somerville | 617.354.4996 | $11-$22 
| The Kebab Factory hides some 
wonderfully vivid dishes behind a 
commonplace name. It also sneaks 
in some non-Asian dishes that fit 
the flavor profile, like Cajun chick- 
en and an Italian cassata ice-cream 
dessert. But you must have the cau- 
liflower dishes, the tandoori meats, 
and the rich, signature kundan 
kaaliya lamb stew, as well as sheer- 
wal bread and mango lassi (for 
dessert). Very cool tone, in an infor- 
mal way. 

JOE V’S | 315 Shawmut Ave, Boston | 
617.388.5638 | $12-$20 | Bistro- 
turned-gourmet-pizza-bar inching 
back toward bistro, this back-street 
room in the South End attracts a 
young neighborhood crowd with 
modest prices and some real treats. 
You wouldn't usually go to a pizza 
restaurant for Peking ravioli, but 
the ones at Joe V’s are terrific. Still 
got the plasma TV, in case it doesn’t 
work out, but it will. 

CHANNEL CAFE | 300 Summer St, 
Boston | 617.426.0695 | $8-$15 
(lunch, $6-$11) | The Channel Café is 
what the ‘60s would have been like 
if the food had been a lot better and 
the music more carefully selected. 
The servers wear black, and the 
clientele runs to working artists 
from the Fort Point Channel neigh- 
borhood, many of whom have a 
piece or two in the adjoining com- 
munity gallery. For sitting and 
writing poetry, try the bluefish 
paté. For a filling snack between 
sculpting, say, it’s the vegetable 
quesadilla 

HEI LA MOON | 88 Beach St, Boston 
| 617.338.8813 | $9-$18 | On the other 
side of the surface artery from Chi- 
natown proper, and oddly formal, 
but hugely popular for daily dim 
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Oasis Brazilian Restaurant 
South American soul food 


As Café Belo turns into a 
Brazilian-food version of 
Starbucks — right now, there 
are seven locations in Greater 
Boston — it’s easy to overlook 
other local establishments 
that offer a culinary introduc- 
tion to the land of samba, 
Pelé, and thong bikinis. But 
Oasis Brazilian Restaurant, 
located in Medford near Tufts 
University, deserves to be 
more than an afterthought. 

If you're a Brazilian-food con- 
noisseur, Oasis's standard menu 
offers plenty of single-dish 
options, most of which range 
from $8 to $10. On Saturdays, 
the smart choice is feijoada, a 
hearty stew seasoned with pork, 
sausage, rice, collard greens, and 
bacon. But for the uniniated, 
Oasis’s majestic lunch buffet 
($5.99/pound) is the way to 
go. On a recent weekday, the 
array of options included fran- 
go a passarinho (fried chicken 
with sautéed onions and 
bacon — salty and satisfying), 


tutu (puréed kidney beans 
cooked with yucca — think 
refried beans on steroids), fish 
and beef stews, a linguine- 
and-haddock mélange, puru- 
ruca (deep-fried pork skins— 
simultaneously overwhelming 
and addictive), sautéed chick- 
en gizzard (rubbery, gamey. 
not for the faint of heart), 
plus a cabbage-ham-sausage 
dish that is earthy and 
comfortingly familiar — Irish 
maybe, or Eastern European 
And that’s just a partial list 
Customers serve themselves 
bring their plates to the 
cashier, and keep a running 
tab. You'll encounter a-con- 
stellation of flavors — and get 
very, very full — for 10 bucks 
or less 


OASIS BRAZILIAN 
RESTAURANT 

located at 373 Main 
Street, in Medford, is 
open daily from 11 am to 
11 pm. Call 781.396.8337. 


THEPHOENI 








RYAN MCMAHON 


sum. The secret here is the Can- 
tonese seafood at night, especially 
clams in black-bean sauce, salt-and- 
pepper-fried shrimp, and various 
hot pots. The all-Chinese menu is 
quite different than the bilingual 
menu, so you'll have to negotiate 
for duck and minced taro, or some 
of the enticing things you see at 
neighboring tables. A linen-table- 
cloth Chinese restaurant where you 
can dress up a little more, too. 

INQ | 279 Newbury St, Boston | 
617.536.9321 | $11-$25 | You can eat 
well at INQ, but don’t get too tricky. 
Salads were our favorite appetizers, 
and the plain steak, hamburger, 
and roast chicken scored with our 
critic. The simple vanilla créme 
briilée may be the best of the 
desserts. The patio is the best out- 
door dining area on Newbury street, 
no matter what you order, and the 
inside, apparently decorated by Piet 
Mondrian in bright red, blue, black, 
and white, is a conversation piece. 
PRAIRIE STAR | 111 Dartmouth St, 
Boston | 617.262.7575 | $8~$17 | Prairie 
Star used to be Baja Cantina and 
still has 100 kinds of tequila and lots 
of tasty fake Mexican food. It also 
has real smoked barbecue; you 
should go for the smoked chicken 
wings, the St. Louis ribs, and the 
brownie sundae for dessert. You can 
eat the Mexican food and not regret 
it, mostly because the fun tone is 
greater than the sum of the inau- 
thenticities. The nice thing about a 
good-hearted fake cowboy bar is 
that you don’t have to wear those 
tricky high-heeled boots. 

GREEN FIELD CHURRASCARIA | 
78-80 Brighton Ave, Allston | 
857.559.9000 | $16.95 [lunch, 
$4.95,//pound; $11.95/ all-you-can- 
eat] When is an all-you-can-eat buf- 
fet actually a gourmet experience? 


When it is a Brazilian churrasco 
rodizio (rotating barbecue) with a 
super salad bar, a great line of sa 
vory hot dishes, and even sushi 
Green Field has so much that you 
have to specialize, so specialize ina 
couple of salads (not potato) and the 
bean stew, leaving room for chicken 
breast, turkey wrapped in bacon, 
rabbit, and other slices from a wait- 
er going around with swordsful of 
the stuff. 

STELLA | 1525 Washington St, 
Boston | 617.247.7747 | $14-$26 | The 
talented Evan Deluty of Torch went 
larger and all-Italian with his sec- 
ond restaurant, and it’s no Torch. 
But it is a stylish, adult-oriented, 
Italian restaurant in a relatively un- 
derserved corner of the South End. 
And the food is good enough for 
many happy returns, especially the 
ultra-thin-crust pizza, the fish en- 
trées, and the chocolate mousse. 
MARE | 135 Richmond St, Boston | 
617.723.MARE | $18-$36 | It ain’t 
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TASTE BUD 


If you’ve got visions of sugarplums dancing in j 
your head, be sure to stop by the Christmas 
dessert buffet at the OAK BAR at the Fairmont 
Copley Plaza (138 St. James Avenue, Boston). On 
December 25, this spread will be the definition of 
holiday decadence, offering nearly two dozen 
unique and classic desserts that cater to every 
craving. The buffet will be served from noon to 5 
pm; the cost is $25 for adults and $15 for children 
12 and under, Call 617.267.5300 for information. 
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cheap, but it is amazing. Executive 
chef Marisa locco has surpassed her 
self with a brilliant menu of wild 
seafood, superb pastas, and organic 
meats and vegetables, emphasis on 
the seafood. Everything our critic 
had was great, but you really must 
have the mixed tagliere of raw and 
cured seafood, the king salmon, 
and the infused berries for dessert 
The room is all techno, which 
makes it even more out-of-this- 
world, ideal for seductions and pro 
posals 
YASU | 1366 Beacon St, Brookline 
617.738.2244 | $12-$30 (lunch, $8-$12) 
Large Korean-Japanese restaurant 
with a very complicated menu, 
from which we recommend splurg 
ing on the “Sizzling Table Grill” 
menu, especially the seafood-mush- 
room and diamond kalbi options 
But there is a full Japanese menu, 
sushi list, lots of noodles, and the 
familiar Korean stir-fries and hot 
pots as well. 
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there is a lot of value here, from the 
well-spaced tables and quiet ele 
gance to some provocative spins on 


familiar dishes — a seared tuna 
with Moroccan spices instead of the 
usual Japanese; a grilled wild 
salmon with a crumb topping like 
scrod — and beautifully decorated 
desserts. It fits into lots of different 
museum visits, and gives you free 
evening parking as an additi-nal 
discount 

EASTERN STANDARD | 528 Comm 
Ave, Bos.on | 617.532.9100 | $8-$27 
A big room that gives a terrific and 
appetizing impression of the old 
fashioned big restaurants. The 
menu is all over the place, with re 
vived comfort food like cod fritters 
and spaghetti carbonara and lamb 
shanks among the best food, a solid 
raw bar, and some variable bistro 
food, with conservative desserts 
It’s not the top price point, so you 
can have a lot of fun selecting well 
FOUNDATION LOUNGE | soo Comm 
Ave, Boston | 617.859.9900 | $13-$23 
Despite the Kenmore Square loca 
tion, we're here for exquisite, ex 
pensive Japanese bar snacks to be 
savored slowly with a fine sake 
Try the crispest spring rolls ever, 
super shumai, sushi to savor, and 
mochi ice cream for a kind of 
dessert. It’s stuff we'd associate 
with a tea ceremony in a temple 
garden, but here we're in this 
rather loud subterranean bar, so 
dress casual and expensive 

B&G OYSTERS | sso Tremont St, 
Boston | 617.423.0550 | $17-$24 | The 
first of (we hope) many upscale oyster 
Continued on p 20 





RENDEZVOUS IN CENTRAL 
SQUARE | so2 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
617.576.1900 | $18-$26 | There has 

n't been a restaurant so perfe 
Central Square since 

tro, and Rendezvous has ev 

food and service. If there's a hall 

mark, it’s the maturity of 
hef/owner Steve Johnson, wh 
stays just under the top on seas 

ing and even pricing. The roast cod 
sets a new standard, but so does the 
consistency. Great food makes good 


wine taste great, and if you dress up 


just a little, it will make you look 
great, too 
SAUCE | 400 Highland Ave, 
Somerville | 617.625.0200 | $8-$18 
Sauce has some truly good sauces, 
like the pesto on some of the 
excellent thin-crust pizzas and 
the marinara with the fried cala 
mari. The menu is familiar, but 
hummus, seared salmon, and a 
pear crostata jump above the com 
monplace. If a dish falls short of 
that, it’s more nondescript than 
truly weak. It’s really a cool 
trendy bar — so the good dishes 
are a bonus 
ASHMONT GRILL | ss5 Talbot Ave, 
Dorchester | 617.825.4300 | $5-$18 
High expectations for this commu 
nity-minded bistro in Boston's 
largest and least-restauranted 
neighborhood. Despite the hype 
the place was uneven at the open 
ing, so make sure you have the 
right dishes: home-cured olives, 
wood-grilled steak, salad, anda 
side of butternut squash. Or stick 
with burgers and gourmet pizza so 
you can save room for dessert, 
where you can’t easily go wrong, 
though failing to have the bread 
pudding would be a mistake. Good 
cheap wines and a casual family 
atmosphere. 
MARTSA ON ELM | 233A Elm St, 
Somerville | 617.666.0660 | $6-$12 
lunch, $6-$7) | Tibetan food is 
hearty mountain food, but the 
Martsa family has gussied it up just 
a little for American diners, and it 
can be remarkably comforting, even 
when it's warm at sea level. The 
menu makes it clear that soups and 
beef dishes are the core of the cui 
sine, but don’t miss the momos 
(dumplings), the chicken chili, or 
the bhagmatsu dessert. The restau- 
rant has reached a point of tranquil 
ity where they let you bring your 
own wine. 
VINTAGE 1430 VFW Parkway, 
West Roxbury | 617.469.2600 | 
$15-$30 | Technically in West Rox 
bury, but on the cusp of Dedham, 
Vintage is a steakhouse that isn’t 
downtown. It lacks sophistication, 
but it doesn’t charge as outlandish 
ly, although vegetables are still 
side dishes. Our critic favored the 
inauthentic but tasty oysters 
Rockefeller, the filet mignon 
and braised lamb shank, and the 
giant chocolate cake. Despite 
the name, the wine list has some 
good bottles on the cheap end 
Dress up, because it’s really the 
suburbs. 
BARLOLA | 160 Comm Ave, Boston 
617.266.1122 | $5-$8 | BarLola is more 
fun than authentic, yet the airy un- 
derground rooms somehow evoke the 
stone and endless stucco of Spanish 
architecture. The food likewise is 
more like an idea of tapas than actual 
tapas, although the garlic potatoes, 
fried shrimp, chicken croquettes, 
and bits of stew are very evocative 


al 


KEBAB FACTORY | 414 Washington 
St, Somerville | 617.354.4996 | $11-$22 
The Kebab Factory hides some 
wonderfully vivid dishes behind a 
commonplace name. It also sneaks 
in some non-Asian dishes that fit 
the flavor profile, like Cajun chick- 
en and an Italian cassata ice-cream 
dessert. But you must have the cau. 
liflower dishes, the tandoori meats, 
and the rich, signature kundan 
kaaliya lamb stew, as well as sheer- 
wal bread and mango lassi (for 
dessert). Very cool tone, in an infor- 
mal way 

JOE V’S | 315 Shawmut Ave, Boston | 
617.388.5638 | $12-$20 | Bistro- 
turned-gourmet-pizza-bar inching 
back toward bistro, this back-street 
room in the South End attracts a 
young neighborhood crowd with 
modest prices and some real treats. 
You wouldn't usually go to a pizza 
restaurant for Peking ravioli, but 
the ones at Joe V’s are terrific. Still 
got the plasma TV, in case it doesn’t 
work out, but it will. 

CHANNEL CAFE | 300 Summer St, 
Boston | 617.426.0695 | $8-$15 

lunch, $6-$11) | The Channel Café is 
what the '60s would have been like 
if the food had been a lot better and 
the music more carefully selected. 
The servers wear black, and the 
clientele runs to working artists 
from the Fort Point Channel neigh- 
borhood, many of whom have a 
piece or two in the adjoining com- 
munity gallery. For sitting and 
writing poetry, try the bluefish 
paté. For a filling snack between 
sculpting, say, it’s the vegetable 
quesadilla 
HEI LA MOON | 88 Beach St, Boston 
617.338.8813 | $9-$18 | On the other 
side of the surface artery from Chi- 
natown proper, and oddly formal, 
but hugely popular for daily dim 
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Oasis Brazilian 


Restaurant 


South American soul food 


As Café Belo turns into a 
Brazilian-food version of 
Starbucks — right now, there 
are seven locations in Greater 
Boston — it's easy to overlook 
other local establishments 
that offer a culinary introduc 
tion to the land of samba 
Pelé, and thong bikinis. But 
Oasis Brazilian Restaurant 
located in Medford near Tufts 
University, deserves to be 
more than an afterthought 

if you're a Brazilian-food con- 
noisseur, Oasis’s standard menu 
offers plenty of single-dish 
options, most of which range 
from $8 to $10. On Saturdays, 
the smart choice is feijoada, a 
hearty stew seasoned with pork, 
sausage, rice, collard greens, and 
bacon. But for the uniniated, 
Oasis's majestic lunch buffet 
($5.99/pound) is the way to 
go. On a recent weekday, the 
array of options included fran- 
go a passarinho (fried chicken 
with sautéed onions and 
bacon — salty and satisfying), 


RYAN MCMAHON 


sum. The secret here is the Can 
tonese seafood at night, especially 
clams in black-bean sauce, salt-and 
pepper-fried shrimp, and various 
hot pots. The all-Chinese menu is 
quite different than the bilingual 
menu, so you'll have to negotiate 
for duck and minced taro, or some 
of the enticing things you see at 
neighboring tables. A linen-table 
cloth Chinese restaurant where you 
can dress up a little more, too. 

INQ | 279 Newbury St, Boston | 
617.536.9321 | $11-$25 | You can eat 
well at INQ, but don’t get too tricky 
Salads were our favorite appetizers, 
and the plain steak, hamburger, 
and roast chicken scored with our 
critic. The simple vanilla créme 
briilée may be the best of the 
desserts. The patio is the best out- 
door dining area on Newbury street, 
no matter what you order, and the 
inside, apparently decorated by Piet 
Mondrian in bright red, blue, black, 
and white, is a conversation piece 
PRAIRIE STAR | 111 Dartmouth St, 
Boston | 617.262.7575 | $8-$17 | Prairie 
Star used to be Baja Cantina and 
still has 100 kinds of tequila and lots 
of tasty fake Mexican food. It also 
has real smoked barbecue; you 
should go for the smoked chicken 
wings, the St. Louis ribs, and the 


When it is a Brazilian churrasco 

rodizio (rotating barbecue) with a 
super salad bar, a g line of sa 
vory hot dishes, and even sushi 

Green Field has so much that you 
have to specialize, so specialize in 
bean stew 
breast, turkey wrapped in bacon, 


er going around with swordsful of 
the stuff. 

STELLA | 1525 Washington St 
Boston | 617.247.7747 | $14-$26 


larger and all-Italian with his sec 
ond restaurant, and it’s no Torch 
But it is a stylish, adult-oriented, 


derserved corner of the South End 
And the food is good enough for 
many happy returns, especially th 
ultra-thin-crust pizza, the fish en 
trées, and the chocolate mousse 
MARE | 135 Richmond St, Boston 
617.723.MARE | $18-$36 | It ain't 
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OASIS BRAZILIAN 
RESTAURANT 

located at 373 Main 
Street, in Medford, is 
open daily from 11 am to 
11 pm. Call 781.396.8337. 
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A 1 | 617.859.9900 


brownie sundae for dessert. You can 
eat the Mexican food and not regret 
it, mostly because the fun tone is 
greater than the sum of the inau 
thenticities. The nice thing about a 
good-hearted fake cowboy bar is 
that you don’t have to wear those 
tricky high-heeled boots 

GREEN FIELD CHURRASCARIA 
78-80 Brighton Ave, Allston | 
857.559.9000 | $16.95 (lunch, 
$4.95/pound; $11.95/ all-you-can 
eat] When is an all-you-can-eat buf. 
fet actually a gourmet experience? 


If you've got visions of sugarplums dancing in 
your head, be sure to stop by the Christmas 
dessert buffet at the OAK BAR at the Fairmont 
Copley Plaza (138 St. James Avenue, Boston). On 
December 25, this spread will be the definition of 
holiday decadence, offering nearly two dozen 
unique and classic desserts that cater to every 
craving. The buffet will be served from noon to 5 
pm; the cost is $25 for adults and $15 for children 
12 and under, Call 617.267.5300 for information. 
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Ridgeway Brewery Christmas Ales 
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1 well-hopped, with a sweetness 


Welcome; a “Nut Browned Ale,” has a beautiful 
burnt-umber body topped with a big, billowing 
head a fting roasted malty aromas. It’s a 
beaut: chewy and rich, with a measured sweet- 
ness hinting at caramel and brown sugar. 

For the Grinch in you, Ridgeway brews a cou- 
ple of darker holiday beers. Santa's Butt is a 
hefty porter, pouring an opaque dirt brown, 
smelling of molasses and sweet brownies, and 
tasting much the same but with a slight hop 
bite. And Lump of Coal is a pitch-dark stout, 
deepest black, like Scrooge’s tiny heart. With 
assertive arorr 
got a muddy consistency and a powerful flavor 
to warm the humbug right out of you. 

Best of all, Bad Elf, Warm Welcome, Santa’s 
Butt, and Lump of Coal are sold as a handy 
four-pack, the perfect present to pick up at 
the eleventh hour and slip under the tree 


Available for $50 at Garden of Eden, 571 
Tremont Street, in Boston. 
Call 617.247.8377. 
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When They’ve Been 
Breaking Yours All Week. 


Industr 


y Night 


Every Sunday Night 
Bring proof of restaurant, nightchib, or hotel employment 
and receive free pool after 9:00 PM 


Live DJ from 10 PM-2 AM 


hou Call Th 


126 Brook 


ne Ave. Bostor 


of licorice and French roast, it’s 


on turkey meatloaf, a good Reuben 
sandwich, fried onion rings, 
grapenut pudding, real diner pie. A 
menu ringer, mesclun steak salad, 
is actually rather good Middle East- 
ern food, with marinated steak and 
feta chee: n field greens. Too 

clean for film-noir fantasies 

good old diner for all of that. 
SOPHIA’S GROTTO | 22R Birch St, 
Roslindale | 617.323.4595 | $11-$20 | 
Roslindale Square, already home to 
two fine Italian-style bistros, gets 


9pm-2am 


what every neighborhood wants, or 
ought to: a modestly priced Italian 
(and sometimes Spanish) menu pro 
duced by North End refugees. Every 
thing’s good, but the Spanish an 
tipasto, the calamari, and the pasta 
were superior. Informal and pleas 
ant, just hard to find. 

DOMANI BAR & TRATTORIA | 51 
Huntington Ave, Boston | 617.424.8500 
| $10-$36 | Chef Rene Michelena’s 
latest venture puts him back in the 
Italian mode of Centro, but with all 
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It’s all included! 


Private Room G& Group 


Packages Available 
ad 11 8 


126 Brookline Ave 


Boston 


= po fi 


MA 02215 


the sneaky Asian fusions that make 
this some of the most distinctive 
quasi-Italian food around. Don’t 
miss his plump morsels of g 
or mixed-gri 
ads 


a little 
really looks like a trendy 
tt f the fla 


ince 


out of this world 


WISH | 730 V 


oc 


tion, second d 
SHANGHAI GATE ard Ave 
Allston 7.566.7344 ch 
$4.95 scinating hangout for Chi 
nese students and their nds, with 
assic Shanghai cuisine and 
orar ks. You're 
with anything fried (especially 
magic shrimp), or the cheese rolls 
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member to get some vegetables, too 
PETIT ROBERT BISTRO | 468 Comm 
Ave, Boston | 617.375.0699 | $14-$20 
{lunch $5-$14] | Very competent and 
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Robert, French-born nephew of the 
founders of the lamented Maison 
Robert. Jacky’s food is a little more 
modem, but mostly the bistro clas 
sics he designed for Pierrot. Ata 
moderate price, you can still dine 
very well on clever salads, duck 
confit, and Toulouse sausage with 
cabbage, and very good choco 
ke, créme briilée, or soufflé. 
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SIPPING _BY MIKE MILIARD 
Ridgeway Brewery Christmas Ales 


Warm up to them 


You might remember a couple months ago 
when Connecticut officiais announced they 
were banning two beers from the state 
because their cartoon-like labels might entice 
kids to drink ‘em. One, called Seriously Bad Eff, 
showed a mischievous imp aiming a slingshot 
at Santa's sleigh. The other, Warm Welcome, 
showed an oblivious Saint Nick sliding rump- 
first into a lit fireplace. Apparently, state liquor 
regulations prohibit booze advertising with 
images that appeal to children. 

Merrily, it was soon ruled that labels aren't 
ads. Lucky 21-year-old boys and girls across the 
Nutmeg State can sip these beers all season 
long. And, of course, so can we. 

Created by Ridgeway Brewing Company in 
Oxfordshire, UK, Seriously Bad Elf is a copper- 
colored, malty-fruity, extra-potent version (nine 
percent ABV) of Bad Elf (six percent), a sturdy 
IPA-style ale that pours a regal brass color with 
a light and lacy head, and aromas of citrus. It’s 
clean, crisp, and well-hopped, with a sweetness 
to balance it out. Poured in a pint glass, Warm 


Welcome; a “Nut Browned Ale,” has a beautiful 
burnt-umber body topped with a big, billowing 
head and wafting roasted malty aromas. It’s a 
beaut: chewy and rich, with a measured sweet- 
ness hinting at caramel and brown sugar. 

For the Grinch in you, Ridgeway brews a cou- 
ple of darker holiday beers. Santa's Butt is a 
hefty porter, pouring an opaque dirt Srown, 
smelling of molasses and sweet brownies, and 
tasting much the same but with a slight hop 
bite. And Lump of Coal is a pitch-dark stout, 
deepest black, like Scrooge’s tiny heart. With 
assertive aromas of ficorice and French roast, it's 
got a muddy consistency and 2 powerful flavor 
to warm the bah-humbuge right out of you. 

Best of all, Bad Elf, Warm Welcome, Santa's 
Butt, and Lump of Coal are sold as a handy 
four-pack, the perfect present to pick up at 
the eleventh hour and slip under the tree. 


Available for $50 at Garden of Eden, 571 
Tremont Street, in Boston. 
Call 617.247.8377. 


Continued from p 19 
bars, B&C has a superb sele judgmental 
bivalves, traditional dishes li! ZA | 138 Mass Ave, Arlington | 
fried clams and lobster-salad rolls 781.316.2334 | $6-$11 | With gourmet 
toppings on barroom-style, 10-inch 
, and whatever thin-crust piz: Za moves into the 
And don’t skip post-modern-pizza-joint league 
imp along with the impeccable Cam 
eafood jus’ bridge 1. It’s more eclectic and re- 
Harvard Squar 
icon, but the pies, es- pecially if you 
remember to add roasted garlic, can 
be even better. There are also micro 


ppy with their food, they are not brews, fancy s. s (the beet salad 
is terrific, as un-pizza a dish as we 
can imagine), and even adult 
desserts. If this place were in the 
South End, the line would stretch 
down the block. 

VICTORIA'S DINER | 1024 Mass Ave, 
Boston | 617.442.5965 | $6-$17 | Never 
a real diner, Victoria’s has the 
shape, the feel, the retro redecora- 
tion, the oldies sound-track, anda 
lot of the food we want to remem- 
ber: breakfast all day, gloopy gravy 


When They've Been 
Breaking Yours All Week. 


Industry Night 


on turkey meatloaf, a good Reuben 
sandwich, fried onion rings, 
grapenut pudding, real diner pie. A 
menu ringer, mesclun steak salad, 
is actually rather good Middle East- 
ern food, with marinated steak and 
feta cheese on field greens. Too 
clean for film-noir fantasies, but a 
good old diner for all of that. 
SOPHIA’S GROTTO | 22R Birch St, 
Roslindale | 617.323.4595 | $11-$20 | 
Roslindale Square, already home to 
two fine Italian-style bistros, gets 
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9pm-2am 


It’s all included! 


Packages Available 






Every Sunday Night 


Bring proof of restaurant, nightclub, or see mployment 
and receive free pool after 9:00 PM 


Live DJ from 10 PM-2 AM 


for just $150 per table of 4+* 
($35 each-add’l person) 
Pool, Dancing, DJ, Buffet, 

a Bottle of Champagne at 
every table, Party Favors - 


Private Room & Group 


*Call Danielle for details & reservations 
- (617) 536-POOKE 


what every neighborhood wants, or 
ought to: a modestly priced Italian 
(and sometimes Spanish) menu pro- 
duced by North End refugees. Every- 
thing’s good, but the Spanish an- 
tipasto, the calamari, and the pasta 
were superior. Informal and pleas- 
ant, just hard to find. 

DOMANI BAR & TRATTORIA | 51 
Huntington Ave, Boston | 617.424.8500 
| $10-$36 | Chef Rene Michelena’s 
latest venture puts him back in the 
Italian mode of Centro, but with all 























MELISSA OSTROW 


EWYEARS EVE % f 
PARTY! “x 


Come € have a blast as we count down to 2006! 


the sneaky Asian fusions that make 
this some of the most distinctive 
quasi-Italian food around. Don’t 
miss his plump morsels of grilled 
shrimp or mixed-grill appetizers, 
his surprising salads, seafood spe- 
cials, or amazing minted pea 
tortellini, the passion fruit panna 
cotta, or well-selected Italian wines 
by the glass. Dress up a little, since 
the place really looks like a trendy 
Roman trattoria, even if the flavors 
are out of thi rid 
WISH | 730 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
617.868.8800 | $14-$21 | Not fabulot 
y despite the surrounding 

n on the Square, and plenty of 
good food and wine. Our critic’s fa 

e appetizers were wood-grilled 
P and antipasto, then perhaps the 
piccata Angeline or roasted cod, 
and then any of the three desserts 
Small enough for ial conversa 
tion, second dates, or groups 
SHANGHAI GATE | 204 | Harvard Ave 
Allston | 617.566.7344 | $4-$14 [lu 
$4.95] | Fascinating hangout for Chi 
nese students and their friends, with 
a mix of classic Shanghai cuisine and 
contemporary student snacks. You're 
safe with anything fried (especially 
magic shrimp), or the cheese rolls 
appetizer. But you may really like west 
lake chicken, pan-seared chicken, ma 
po fish, or lion’s head casserole. Re- 
member to get some vegetables, too. 
PETIT ROBERT BISTRO | 468 Comm 
Ave, Boston | 617.375.0699 | $14-$20 
{lunch $5-$14] | Very competent and 
moderately priced bistro by Jacky 
Robert, French-born nephew of the 
founders of the lamented Maison 
Robert. Jacky’s food is a little more 
modern, but mostly the bistro clas: 
sics he designed for Pierrot. Ata 
moderate price, you can still dine 
very well on clever salads, duck 
confit, and Toulouse sausage with 
savoy cabbage, and very good choco 
late cake, créme briilée, or soufflé 
If only Bostonians could look 
French, as though we had just 
thrown on these casual clothes that 
make us look exquisite. 
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HORRIBILIS 


BUSH AND KATRINA, TOM AND KATIE, THEO AND THE SOx: 
CHOOSE YOUR DISASTER 


ne year ago, I spoke to Alex Palermo, a psy- 

chic medium at the Tremont Tea Room, 

about his prognostications for the coming 

dozen months. (See “Seeing Things,” News 

and Features, December 31, 2004.) His vi- 
sions, delivered quickly and with wild gesticulations, 
were peppered with dark mutterings about “major 
threats to our security,” “marred Iraqi elections,” and 
“White House scandal.” I’ve always been a skeptic 
when it comes to psychics, but this guy — who also 
predicted that two Supreme Court justices would step 
down in 2005 — might just have been on to some- 
thing. As it turns out, he was more or less spot-on 
when he foresaw a lot of “doom and gloom, man!” 

The past 365 days have been marked by epic natural 

disaster, interminable war, terrorist bombs, 
perfidious politics, and pop-culture inanity. The year 
was a whole lot worse for some than it was for others. 
But it was bad for pretty much everyone. Through it 
all we soldiered on. And forward we march. Because 
2006 can only get better. Right? 


WE PISSED OFF SOMEBODY 

It was apparent even before the year got under way that 
this might be a rough one. In the waning days of 2004 
(too late to get on most publication’s year-in-review 
lists), a massive tsunami leapt out of the Indian 
Ocean to annihilate huge swathes of Southeast Asia. 
In a matter of seconds, the briny deep had swallowed 
most everything, killing upwards of 275,000 people. 
From Indonesia to the Horn of Africa: utter devasta- 
tion. It was the worst natural disaster the world had 
seen in at least three decades. But, as it turned out, it 
was only the beginning. 

In late February, more than 500 people were killed 
when an earthquake measuring 6.4 on the Richter 
scale pancaked entire villages in southern Iran. At the 
end of March, an 8.7-magnitude earthquake shook 
Sumatra, making it the second largest in four 
decades. In April, another quake shook Japan, injur- 
ing 56. Then, on October 8, a massive earthquake de- 
molished huge stretches of remote and mountainous 
Kashmir, killing a staggering 80,000 people. 


_BY MIKE MILIARD 


The Kashmir quake was in the news here for just a 
few days, however, because we were still processing 
our own epochal disaster: Hurricane Katrina. As the 
monster storm gathered strength in the Gulf of Mexi- 
co, people living along the Gulf Coast evacuated — peo- 
ple with the means to leave, that is. The poor stayed as 
fierce winds and rain lashed their modest homes. And 
when the storm finally passed, they were relieved. 

Then the levees broke. And, quite suddenly, New 
Orleans had all but vanished. More existentially, that 
rupture changed utterly our sense of national identi- 
ty, exposing a shameful race- and class-based caste 
system and an entirely inept government response. 
American cities aren’t supposed to have bloated 
corpses floating down streets flooded with noxious 
water, polluted with toxic waste and human effluvia. 
American governments aren't supposed to leave thou- 
sands of their citizens stranded for days in sweltering 
convention centers, without food or water or medi- 
cine, while bodies pile up. In all, more than 1300 
Continued on p 22 
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people died. Meanwhile, the director of the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
was busy sending e-mails to his friends: 
“Tie or not for tonight? Button-down blue 
shirt? ... 1 got it at Nordstroms. ... Are you 
proud of me? ... lama fashion god.” 


PAYING FOR BONADUCE 

The hurricane made for gripping, some- 
times horrifying television. But when 
Americans tired of that version of reality, 
they flipped the channel to “reality” TV like 
The Gastineau Girls, My Fair Brady, Fat Actress, 
and that corpulent Bible-thumping hag 
from Trading Spouses. (“Cargoyles! Psychics! 
GET THE HELL OUT OF MY HOUSE! IN JESUS 
NAME I PRAY!”) 

The fact that programs like these were 
conceived, funded, and aired speaks ill of 
our society’s collective IQ, or at least the per- 
ception thereof. And even while intelligent 
shows like My Name is Earl and The Office 
found audiences, a smart and funny series 
like Arrested Development, even with rapturous 
critical plaudits, a rabid cult following, and 
high-powered Hollywood backers, clings for 
dear life. Why? Because Americans are 
dumb and getting dumber 

Perhaps the God who George W. Bush be- 
lieves smiles so benevolently on this land of 
freedom was making us pay for Breaking 
Bonaduce. Less than two months before Kat- 
rina, Hurricane Dennis killed 10 people in 
Florida after killing more than 50 in the 
Caribbean. Immediately after Katrina, Hur- 
ricane Rita wreaked havoc once again on 
the Gulf Coast, flooding the desolate Lower 
Ninth Ward and extending its reach to 
Texas and Alabama. In early October, Hurri- 
cane Stan killed more than 1000 in Mexico 
and Central America. Hurricane Wilma, 
one of the strongest storms ever recorded, 
reached Category 5 status a couple weeks af- 
ter that, and three days later Tropical Storm 
Alpha — we’d run out of Roman letters — 
ensured that the 2005 Atlantic hurricane 
season would be the most active on record. 
It didn’t end until Hurricane Epsilon, the 
second strongest December hurricane ever, 
petered out nine days into this month. 

Think someone was trying to tell us 
something? Doomsday dispensationalists 
like the folks at RaptureReady.com sure do. 


That site factors in all this severe weather, = 


flooding, and seismic activity — along with 
other religio-political factors like “false 
Christs” and “beast governments” — to cal- 
culate its Rapture Index, a “prophetic 
speedometer of end-time activity.” At press 
time, it stood at 156. Compare this toa 
record low of 56 during the early ’90s, anda 
high of 182 right after 9/11. If we’re not at 
End Times yet, we sure seem close. After 
all, it’s right there in the Book. Just read 
Luke 21:11 (“great earthquakes shall be in 
divers places”) and Luke 21:25 (“nations will 
be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring 
and tossing of the sea”). 

But as the oceans churned and the earth 
shook, our evangelical president again 
turned a deaf ear to the those in the “reality- 
based” community. A lot of very smart peo- 
ple see a correlation between climate 
change and the increasing number and 
severity of hurricanes this season. That’s 
why it’s so disappointing that when the 
Kyoto Protocol took effect in February, it 
was without the support of the United States. 
And that by the time the United Nations Cli- 
mate Change Conference ended in Montreal 
earlier this month, the US had embarrassed 
itself once again by its abject refusal to do 
anything substantive about stemming an 
undeniably real environmental threat. 


THE POPE AND “MY HUMPS” 
Meanwhile, zealots howled over ideological 
disputes like the public-school teaching of 
intelligent design and Terry Schiavo’s right 


to die. Taken together with the ascension of 
Pope Benedict XVI after the much-mourned 
death of Pope John Paul II, these issues laid 
bare the reactionary tenor of the times. 

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, a Vatican 
hardliner called “God’s Rottweiler,” and Der 
Panzerkardinal by critics, ascended to the 
Throne of Peter in April pledging to be “a 
simple, humble worker.” One of his first 
tasks: reiterating Rome’s ban on gays in the 
priesthood. This is the man who will lead 
the Catholic Church, an ailing institution if 
ever there was one, further into the 2ist 
century. In the Church, homosexuality will 
continue to be called a “troubling moral and 
social phenomenon,” and gays will remain 
guilty of an “intrinsically disordered incli- 
nation.” Benedict’s papacy will only entrench 
the Church’s pronounced conservatism, 
combating the “dictatorship of relativism” 
by further enforcing Vatican strictures. 

But, really, who cares about a mean ol’ 
pope when we’ve got Nick and Jessica and 
Brad and Jen and Britney and Kevin and 
Katie and Tom to keep us entertained? Or 
the human car wrecks that are Ashlee 


THEO, Bush, Peas, and American royalty. 


Simpson and Lindsay Lohan and Nicole 
Ritchie? Or Michael Jackson, wan and frail 
in his pajamas, who in June was acquitted 
of 10 charges of child sexual abuse? (He re- 
mains guilty of being a horrific freak who 
hasn’t recorded a good song since the 
Reagan administration.) 

Jacko’s worst dreck is positively an- 
themic when compared to a song like the 
Black Eyed Peas’ “My Humps,” the most 
successful unsolicited single in history, 
and one of the most downloaded songs of 
the year: 


“Whatcha gonna do with all that junk? All that 
junk inside your trunk?” 

“I'ma get get get get you drunk Get you love drunk 
off my hump. My hump my hump my hump my 
hump my hump. My hump my hump my hump my 
lovely little lumps.” 


It’s a song music critic Hua Hsu calls “so 
bad as to veer toward evil.” It’s also one 
that was purportedly recorded using a mi- 
crophone “made specifically for Hitler.” If 
that’s true, it’s in perfect keeping with an 
apocryphal quote from der Fuhrer: “How 
fortunate for our leaders that so few people 
think.” (GOP strategerizers take note.) 


Or take R. Kelly’s “Trapped in a Closet” 
(please), a tortuous, laughably absurd nar- 
trative of infidelity, crooned ad nauseam in 
hiccup-y cadence over a monotonous and 
lackluster melody. The New York Times even 
conceded that while it has “no chorus, no 
hook, no real beat even,” it nonetheless 
“touches on the big entertainment mega- 
trends: the branded franchise, the auto- 
matic spinoff to DVD, the self-updating 
content of podcasting, the campy soap 
opera of Desperate Housewives.” That’s great. 
But the song? It sucks. The good news is 
that Kelly has at least 11 more chapters al- 
ready in the can and ready to roll, so the 
adventures of Sylvester and Rufus and 
Chuck (and Bridget, and the midget) can 
carry us, morbidly compelled, into ’06. 

Not every entertainer was oblivious to 
the manifest and manifold problems on 
this big blue marble of ours. Bob Geldof’s 
world-spanning Live 8 concerts tried, at 
least, to cure the world’s ills by enlisting 
multimillionaire rock stars to play to huge 
audiences for free. (No word yet whether 
the concerts succeeded in their mission to 


“Make Poverty History.”) And, as ever, 
Bono mugged for cameras the world over 
as he worked to alleviate suffering in 
Africa. But for all the messianic Irish rock- 
er’s years of hard work, Kanye West was 
able to jolt people’s complacency almost as 
much with a single off-the-cuff remark on 
a Katrina relief telethon: “George Bush 
doesn’t care about black people.” 

Even the Red Sox, who gave so much joy 
to so many people just 14 short months 
ago, had an off year. Yeah, they won 95 
games (against all odds), tied for their divi- 
sion, and made the playoffs. But as soon as 
they made their early exit in the ALDS, the 
soap opera began. Manny demanded a 
trade. Mueller and Millar split. Damon 
might not return. The feel-good 2004 
team, 25 guys who’d done what no other 
squad had been able to do for nigh a centu- 
ry, were more or less dismantled wholesale 
barely a calendar year later. Then Theo 
walked out, touching off a firestorm of ac- 
rimony, recrimination, and rumor-mon- 
gering that (as of press time, at least) is 
still smoldering. Spring training begins in 
two months. Maybe it’ll be the start of 
something good. We seem to do better 
with even-numbered years. 


AND THEN THERE’S HIM 
Surprisingly, perhaps, it was also a rough 12 
months for George W. Bush, who was inau- 
gurated in January amid plutocratic pomp. 
“Il have political capital, and I intend to 
spend it,” he said, flush with hubris. 

Not so fast. If the Bushies’ efforts to im- 
mediately eviscerate social security right off 
the bat didn’t make people queasy, their 
cynical posturing and hollow pieties during 
the exhausting Schiavo saga did. And if 
Bush’s indifference to Cindy Sheehan’s in- 
terruption of his summer vacation was dis- 
heartening (if not surprising), the attacks 
on her from his surrogates — “crackpot,” 
“media whore” — were stomach-turning. 
Pro-war or anti-, the voting public doesn’t 
much like hearing the mother of a fallen 
soldier referred to as a “tragedy slut.” 

The hits kept coming. Tom DeLay was 
indicted on conspiracy and money-laundering 
charges. Bill Frist was investigated for insid- 
er trading. The Harriet Miers nomination 
embarrassed all involved. Scooter Libby was 
indicted on perjury and obstruction-of-jus- 
tice charges. And lo and behold: the presi- 
dent who just months before had gloated so 
vaingloriously about his people’s mandate 
was looking at an approval rating in the 30s. 

But that’s cold comfort. Because Iraq still 
burns. Despite the cautious optimism 
prompted by all those purple fingers in last 
week’s apparently peaceful and successful 
elections, the insurgency is hardly, as Ch- 
eney is wont to say, in its “last throes.” Bush 
has only now, finally, publicly copped to the 
number of Iraqis killed since the war began. 
“Il would say 30,000 more or less,” he prof- 
fered jauntily (in a tone, said the Daily Show’s 
Jon Stewart, akin to that used by someone 
guessing the number of jellybeans in a jar). 

The American death toll reached a grim 
milestone in 2005, too, topping 2000 in Oc- 
tober. And it continues to climb. As it does, 
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi remains embold- 
ened, and the IEDs keep detonating. Bush 
says now that he has a plan for victory 
(where was it two years ago?) but it seems, 
still, to be simply to stay the course in this 
war of attrition and to hope for the best. 

All this while terrorism is still very much 
a going concern at home. What have we 
done about it? Almost nothing. The 9/11 
Commission just gave the administration a 
report card marred with five Fs, 12 Ds, two 
incompletes, and a single A (for blocking 
terrorist financing). “If my children were to 
receive this report card, they would have to 
repeat a grade,” roared commission member 
Tim Roemer. “Are we crazy?” thundered fel- 
low member Jim Thompson. “Why aren’t 
our tax dollars being spent to protect our 
lives?” Because Iraq is the “central front in 
the war on terror.” Obviously. 

That must be why there were four explosions 
in London on July 7 that killed 56 people (and 
four more bombs in the city two weeks later 
that mercifully failed to detonate). They ripped 
the roofs off of double-decker buses in Tavistock 
Square, and tore through Kings Cross Tube 
tunnels, their dazed victims recording the 
murky carnage with cell-phone video cameras. 

Here in the homeland, we're at cross- 
purposes with ourselves. US air marshals are 
shooting civilians, not terrorists. Chemical 
plants remain protected by mere chain-link 
fences. And in this wondrous age of instan- 
taneous communication, police and 
firefighters still don’t know how to talk to 
each other during a disaster. 

So drink that Champagne when the ball 
drops on New Year’s Eve. And hope that 
when the hangover clears on January 1, 2006, 
things will be better. The best we can do is 
hope they won’t get much worse. But with 
these people in charge, don’t betonit. © 


To access links related to this article, read it 
online at BostonPhoenix.com. Mike Miliard can 
be reached at mmiliard@phx.com. 
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REAL ESTATE 


Apartments/R 


entals 


$S00off 1st Month Mission 
Hilli3 bdrmsiHardwood 
firsiRearDOckiEIKiBasm't 
StorageiDishwheriDisposaliLau 
ndry in buildingiOff Street park 
ing Close TiNear college cam 
puses Longwood medical)iAvail 
now $1300 
BOSTON If you lived here, 
there’s no way you'd be 
home now. Right in down- 
town Boston, minutes 
away from everything! 
Emerson Place Apts 
Spacious 1 and 2 bdrs, heat, hot 
water, gas cooking & A/C in 
cluded. day concierge, river 
views available, state-of-the 
art laundry facility in eac 
building, 24 hr onsite er 
gency maintenance team, harc 
wood 
kitchens. Walking 
MBTA. Cats welcome 
parking available. Specia 
mmediate move-in! Call for 


pointment. 617-742 


REAL ESTATE 
ROOMMATES 

BUY + SELL 
SERVICES OFFERED 
COMMUNITY 
EMPLOYMENT 


CLINICAL RESEARCH 


MIND + BODY + SPIRIT 
MUSIC + SHOWBIZ + ARTS 


TO PLACE AN AD_ 617.859.3300 | FAX_ 617.425.2670 | E-MAIL_ CLASSIFIEDS@PHX.COM 


BOSTON If you lived here, 
there’s no way you'd be 
home now. Right in down- 
town Boston, minutes 
away from everything! 
LONGFELLOW PLACE 
APTS 
Oversized 1 & 2 BORS, 24 hr 
concierge & onsite maintenance 
team, hardwood floors, river & 
city views available, outdoor 
balconies on all units, renovat- 
ed kitchens, laundry facility, 
minutes from the Fleet Center 
& MBTA. Cats welcome. Garage 
parking available. Specials for 
immediate move-in! Cail for ap 


pointment. 617-742-2925 


Cambridge/Somerville 
Porter Sq On Red Line. 
Near Har d/Tufts. Large 

od. Well maintained 3 
3rd Floor. Permit 
+ util. No Pets. 


First and last req 


ROOMMATES 


Methuen: A must see. $1,375 
Over 2,000 sq feet of living 
space. immaculate 3 BR w/ 7 
Total rooms, dining room, for 
mal living room, family room, 
eat-in kitchen. Beautiful HW 
w/ built-ins in the dining/living 
room. AC unit gas heat, plenty 
of storage. Enclosed private 
porch. 1 Car garage. off st park 
ing. Peaceful neighborhood 
Near all major highways (the 
loop) right next to tax free NH. 
wash/dryer units incl. Trash 
and snow removal incl. A per- 
fect for local hospital attend- 
ings. Call now Andrea/Chris 
978-208-1148, 508-265-7890. 


PLACE A FREE 
PHOENIX CLASSI- 
FIED ONLINE 


Now you can place a classi 
fied ad free through our 
website www.boston 
phoenix.com/classifieds 


Revere 
Brand new 1 Bdrm avi now for 
serious student/professional. 
Close to Boston, nr busline 
Eat-in Ktchn, hw floors. $850 
781-588-2019. 


EB: 
Real Estate for 


617-796-5805 

Cheisea- 

Ist flr condo unit. S rms, 2 
bdrms, 2 full baths, private rear 
deck & W/D in unit. Close to 
Boston trans. $265,000 Call 
James Toomey, 617-312-9788 


Foreclosed Homes. Residential 
commercial and land. Low % 
rates, $0 down. 1st time buyers 
or investors. 1-800-949-8020 


Lynn 

Antique Coin offering 6 rms & 3 
ddrms. Newer kit, heat & elec 
Lg garage/carriage house 
$273,900 Call Nancy Toomey, 
781-596-0212 


Vacation 
Property 


BOSTON AREA 
$500-2000, studios, apart 
ments and more! Furnished and 
unfurnished, summer and short 
term. Call 201-845-7300 or visit 
www.sublet.com/phx.asp 


SUGARBUSH MOUNTAIN 
Why Work from Home? 
DSL included in spectacular 2 & 
4 BR units. On shuttle route to 
mountain. Gorgeous views, rea 
able rates 
Weekend/Week/Seasona 


Rentals Av 


ROOMMATES 


NEED A ROOMMATE 
FAST?! 
487-8050 www.roomma 


teexpress.com 


BUY + SELL 
ae 


Rooms 
Available 


AUBURN 


GM seeks 


/NHOUSE 
mte in 2BR twnhse 
ag Hill. Good sized 
yom and b 


BROOKLINE 
arge HW/f 


shd w/ storage. Has 
gym 

& desk w/ water views 

Call Bob S08-563-5813 


Cleveland Circle: AVL jan Ist 
$485 heat included, Quiet 
n 3 bdrm cor Near BU 
and (B C and D Newly fi 
shed HW floors, Huge closet 
Large eat n Kitchen 
able/broadband, D&D, AC 
much more. email Elizabeth at 


ecoon 


Also, inquire about very large 
Bed room w/ 2 closets 


AVL. Jan Ist 


DORCHESTER 
Adam's Village 
hare 8 room 4 
near T, 


room $465/ 
aundry fac 
ve here! Phone 


& 12m\b\c(617 


DRACUT- 
Near UMASS Lowell N Campus 
Sincere Bi-Div-W Male looking 
for honest & Bi or cu 
Straight male for roomm. 
own a 2 bed condo in Dracut 
with fully furnished bedr 
to rent queensized bed, TV 
very comfortable for the right 
person. Asking $69 
month includes all utili 
sonable usage) and cleaning 
service to accommodate work 
schedules. Note-this is not a 
personal ad, this is a place for 
you to live. Ask for Dennis. Cell 
978-902-1140 


EVERETT 


Seeking Maile or Female. 1 
Bedroom in 3 brdrm house 
Non-smoker. Cable available, 
Washer/Dryer. $450/month 
utilities included. Call 617-291- 
3418 or 617-510-1189 


FRAMINGHAM 

Ultra modern, luxury, spa 
cious apt, 2BR avail. new 
kit & bths, sliding glass 
door that leads to balcony 
no carpeting, on lake, 2 
pools and fitness center on 
grounds entral 
$595/MO. i all util 


767 


Hyde Park (Readv 


The Dedham 


JAMAICA PLAIN 


1 M/E t 


MEDFORD 


1BD+ 


Quincy Condo 


month rental. Ref. req 


ROOMATE WANTED 


SingleMom sks a 
kid- friendly, student 
sional to rent b 
apt.$600/ mth,inc 
617-666-8873 


COMMUNITY 
ROSINDALE 


Collectable 


Roslindale/Mattapan: 


Furniture 


WEST NEWTON E 


Call John 617 859- 
3310 


Rooms Wanted 


Aesthetically Pieasing 


General For 
BOSTON AREA 


SERVICES OF- 
FERED 


CHRISTMAS MAINE COON 
KITTENS 


Internet 
WEB DESIGN & PROMO 


Siamese Kittens 


COMMUNITY 


BUY SELL 
TRADE 


PLACE YOUR FREE ONLINE 
CLASSIFIED AD AT: 


www.thephoenix.com/classifieds 


617 - 859 - 3300 


PLACE YOUR FREE ONLINE CLASSIFIED AD AT: 
www.thephoenix.com/classifieds 
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24 DECEMBE - NEW 
EMPLOYMENT 
Ree: 
EMPLOYMENT 
EMPLOYERS 
eae ants Se conitenes ATTENTION 
bina baxrs) Sriaredne BMASTERS | 


RE MONEY 


Business 


Advertising/PR 


Account Supervisor 


HIRING FOR 


UP TO $50/HR 


bar/nightclub 


ebrenan@bfgcom.com 
617-439-7901 


Opportunity 


Career Services 


CITY FEDERAL JOBS 
Boston area. Hiring. Paid train 
ate/call. Call 617-976 or 


703-326-4363 


See 
Et Cetera Jobs 


PHONE ACTRESSES 
WANTED 


me. set 


ADVANCE! 


ailing Brochures from home 


Guaranteed! 


t 
www. startmailingnow.com 


PLACE A FREE 
CLASSIFIED AD 
ONLINE 


Now you can place a classi 
fied ad free through our 
website www.boston 
phoenix.com/classifieds 


A CAREER IN MEDIA? 


Join The Phoenix Media Family 


RECEPTIONIST THE ; Go 
1 if ? a if va 
Provide phone and office support to top 3 execs of company. | { 
MULAN ia 


Requires strong attention to detail as well as 5+ years admin 


WORK FROM HOME 


PAID IN ADVANCE $1000+WK 

st 2 envelopes from home 

e Guaranteed 

legit www.envelopes 
fromhome.com 


eae 
Healthcare/Soc 


ial Services 
BE OPEN TO TRAVEL 


s in Cambri 
CAR. Ca 
Ken 


Research 


COLOR BLIND 
COMPUTER USERS 
WANTED 


Local company creating 
new software needs color 
blind adults/kids ‘to test 
prototype. Requires down 
load to PC/Mac, 1 hr of use 
& feedback via phone. Free 
copy of program provided. 
Please email kristen@kmc 
partners.com or call 617 
758-4193 


erie. 
Office/Adminis 
trative 


Market/HR Research 
Assistant 


Entry level PT position (10-15 
hrs/wk) with growth potential 
Salary survey data entry; down 
load responses; data checks in 
access; prepare results; assem: 
ble, distribute, mail question 
naires/reports. Qualif: Access, 
Excel, MS Word; knowledge of 
Quattro Pro, Adobe Acrobat, PP, 
graphic programs desirable 
learn proprietary software 
grams. Resumes to Brenda 
Curley: 


Baik eae 
Part-Time 


Volunteers Needed to 
Assist 

Blind Person with some reading 
and shopping 1 day/week. Walk 
to Brookline T! 617-734-0777 


EOP 
Sales/Marketin 


g 


Real Estate - Rental Agent 


Alpha Realty Group is 


th owner oO over 
1500 apartments- therefore we 
have immediate listings for you 
to work on-three brand new of 
fices with newest computer 
technology, web-based listing 
database and management 
support/training-great reputa 
tion: clients say were unique in 
the level of service we provide 
sufficient clerical + support 
staff-encourage agents to do 
both sales and rentals if they 
desire-continuous training pro 
vided-equal opportunity 
employerWhat weire looking 
for:-strong work ethic/ self- 
motivated-charisma: skilled at 
building relationships & you 
have a friendly disposition-you 
have integrity and you are pro 
fessional -must have MA Real 
Estate Salesperson License 
willingness to learn and work as 
part of a teamAlpha Realty 
Group has brand new offices in 
Allston, Brookline (Coolidge 
Corner) and Fenway. Your duties 
will include marketing and 
showing apartments, oversee- 
ing the application and rental 
process for the clients, and 
building relationships with 
landlords and property man- 
agement companies.if you 
want to be part of our team and 
have what were looking for 
email or call for an 
interview.CALL Joshua 
WeingartenAlpha Realty 
Groupjosh@alpharealty 
boston.comor 617-730-5888 


experience. Job Code: BP-ER-PX 

HUMAN RESOURCES 

HR MANAGER 

Lead the HR function and provide HR/administrative support 
to the entire organization. Requires 5+ years HR experience. 


including leadership. Job Code: BP-HRM-PX 


CIRCULATION/DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 
Oversee aspects of our process for distributing free circulation products throughout New 
England. Requires 5+ years experience in distribution, logistics or related field 


Job code: BP-CIR-PX 


SALES 
SALES MANAGER 
Lead the local sales team of 5-8 reps for the Boston Phoenix. Requires 5+ years sales/sales 


management experience. Job Code: BP-RSM-PX 


Email your resume with Job Code in the suiject Ene to JOBS@PHN.COM. 
Mere information at www.thepheenix.com. 


RADIO NETWORK 
FNX ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES a. 
(BOSTON, PORTSMOUTH, & MANCHESTER AREAS) 
We are looking for seasoned sales professionals who are enthusiastic about 
ave the right stuff, let us know! Requires 1 year of 


) generate new busi a must. Job 


bcurley@oineyassociates.com x21 


SSEARN EXTRA MONEYSS 
DELIVER THE NEW VERIZON 
TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES 


Men & women 18 years and 
older with insured vehicles are 
needed to deliver the new 
Boston WP/YP Directories in 
Boston North, South, West and 
areas including Waltham, 
Woburn, Stoneham, Lynnfield, 
Tewkesbury, Canton, Malden, 
Revere, Everette and Chelsea. 
We are also looking for office 
clerks and loaders. Delivery 
starts about December 23rd. 
Work a minimum of 4 daylight 
hours per day and get paid 
within 48 hours upon successful 
completion of route. 


Call 1.800.979.7978 


BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 9AM AND 5:30PM MON-FRI 
REFER TO Jos #3700-L 








Business Paper Sales Representative 


The Domtar Distribution Group/Ris the Paper House seeks to fill an 


opening for an experienced Business Paper Sales Representative 
The position will be based out of our Mansfield, MA location. 
Candidates must have experience in business papers sales & 
be knowledgeable in digital printing technologies, equipment 
and market channels. Also res ole for facilitating sales & 
product presentations, executing sales & market initiatives and 
conducting customer business reviews. Minimum of 3-5 years 


related sales experience. 


The successful candidate will possess demonstrated leadership, 
ommunication, time management, analytical and problem 

3 expertise. Position may require travel to our other 
locations within the Northeast region. Please forward your 


ver letter and resume including salary history t the Paper 


House, Attn: Margie Coole, via fax at 508.3 or via e-mail 


rdept@rispaper.com. Domtar Distribut sroup is an equal 


rtunity employer M/F/D/V 


617-927-6085 
Song 
773-388-8683 
212-242-6500 
416-353-7 


866-323-3252 


1-416-340-4800 ext. 8172 


Are you a GAY man between the ages 
of 16 and 26 years old, living in Boston, 
Chicago, New York, San Francisco 

or Canada? 


} We NEED your help evaluating 


health care will be provided. Please call 
for more information! 


GIVE SOMETHING BACK 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS 


AS A RESEARCH STUDY VOLUNTEER 


CHOOSE YOUR INTEREST AREA. 


FREE. CONFIDENTIAL. 


WORLD-CLASS FACILITIES. 


MA AWASSNZ o1(e)aalersliea melee! 


BRIGHAM AND 
WOMEN’S HOSPITAL 


SALES OPPORTUNITIES THAT 
REALLY MEASURE UP! LA 
Weight Loss Centers is looking 
for dynamic sales and service 
professionals who would like 
to be part of one of the na 
tion's fastest growing beauty & 
wellness companions. SALES 
MANAGERS ASSISTANT MAN 
AGERS SALES COUNSELORS 
You will thrive in a friendly en 
vironment that encourages 
personal achievement, rewards 
accomplishment and offers in 
credible opportunity for ad 
vancement. If you are a self 
motivated, enthusiastic ind 
vidual with sales experience 
take the first step towards a 
rewarding career. Earn a com 
petitive base + unlimited com 
mission, excellent benefits & 


paid training. Call 1 


1.866.391.7030 


MASSACHUSETTS 
GENERAL HOSPITAL 


You just 
discovered 


your 
roommate 
had company 
last night. 
In your bed. 


THE o 
















































































MIND BODY 
SPIRIT 


Reach 400k+ readers - place 
your Mind Body Spirit ad with 
Peter at 617-450-8792 or emai 
classifieds@phx.com. Print ads 

appear online for free! 





Body Art 


Art Supplies at BU and 
Cambridge Check out A&C 
(Artist and Crafstman 
Supply) 


617-354-3636 


www.artistcraftsman.com 


a 
Certified 


Massage 
Therapy 


$$55 Hr. $$75 11/2 
hr. 


FRIENDLY CERTIFIED MAS. 
SAGE nr Beacon St 
www.BostonMassage.com. 
David Brandon. IN/OUT. 1-866- 
BackRub 
A PLUS MASSAGE 
For men ages 55+. Full body 
massage. in & Out. Call for 
appt. after 9 am, Ed at: 781- 
367-4610 
~ Asian Traditional 
Masseusse REJUVENATE 
AMMO AND TUINA MAS- 
SAGE 
(1) 26 Locust St. 2nd Fir (Rte 
35) Danvers MA TEL: 978-739- 
8429 GRAND OPEN! (2) 390 
Pleasant St. (Rte 60) Malden 
TEL:781-324- — = — 





61 7923-1 711 
IN ARSENAL MALL 
WATERTOWN 


617-926-0919 
195 MT. AUBURN ST 
WATERTOWN 


HOME DETOXIFICATION 
UNIQUE HOME 
DETOX 


For drug and a 
addiction. Private and 
confidential. Physician 

directed. Covered by 

all insurance plans 
1-800-770-1904 


(24 hours) 








MIND + BODY + SPIRIT 





BACK TO THE sepeteee 


38yo gay male 





BOSTON NINDEUL. TOUCH 
Bodywork by Hank for men ages 
18-88. Exp California CMT 





Swedish/Esalen, breath work 


relaxation & stress re 


FOR MEN Worcester area. 


Bodyworks, ma 





ave to relieve 





FULL BODY MASSAGE 
STIMULATING 
FULL BODY MASSAGE In-Out 
calls by mature male. Call 
Michael @ 781-938-1196. 


!Full Body Stress Relief! 
Release Energy 866-721-8337 
$$100k GOLF TOURNAMENT 
OO7HOLENT.com FreeFunGolf 
http: //www.TantraMAGiCmass 
age.com 


*GOLDEN* “WATER* 


GRAND OPENING 
Lisc. Profes 


women 






stress an 
AVE UNIT 1 
10AM-3PM 781-€ 


GREAT ees 
Michael In Savin Hi 
HOUR 

8PM DAILY 61 






ards accepted www 
sage4all.com 
IRISH MALE THERA- 
PIST 


Swedish, 4 a hot 
stone, tantra. 


T access 








Li Li Massage Therapy 
NATIONALLY CER 0 


Tissue/Neuromuscular 
Massage. 
* Sport therapy 
Call:781-64 € 
10:00 AM-3:0 





Magical Asian Healer’s 
Hands for Mind and Body 
Call for August Special! 617 
924-9371 or 508-879-3200 


Magical Asian Healer’s 
Hands for Mind and Body 
Call for August Special! 617- 
924-9371 or 508-879-3200 


FU SHEN THERAPUTIC 


617.625.3366 
258 Elm Street - Davis Square 


617.689.0060 
1245 Rear Hancock Street - Quincy Center 
fushenbeauty.com 








ee Therapist 
Proficier T 
Swedish 
MA/NH border 


457-5359 


*Moondance 
Massage* 


Whether you 





Oriental Therapeutic 


Massage 
617)479-8851 226 Ar 





PAR EXCELLENCE! 
Bliss & Wonderful 
Drifting without a care 
Renewed & Whole 


JEFF: 617-236-7003 


PLACE A FREE 
ONLINE CLASSI- 
FIED 


Now you can place a classi 
fied ad free through our 
website www.boston 
phoenix.com/classifieds 


RELAXING SPA 
Sensual Chinese Massage 
For iadies and gentlemen 
Body rub, accupressure 
health therapy, body sham 
poo, beauty facial 


Call: 617-471-3389 


RETURN TO PARADISE 
Experience the soothing, bliss 
ful rhythms and graceful flow 
of Hawaiian massage. Relax & 
Let Go with the natural flow 

Loving Nurturing Healing. By 
Appt. 9am-3pm Lisa 617-547. 

6191 





SENSUAL TOUCH 


1 hour full body various sensual 
massages available. Incall loca 
tion on North Shore. Mon-Sat 
3am-7pm ask for 

Lisa 781-632-5245 


SOUTH SHORE Chinese 
Acupressure Massage 
Therapy 


Friendly staff & great rates! For 
Appt call Shirley 781-331-3353 
150 Washington Street 
Weymouth 


South Shore/Cape Cod 


Full body total relaxation, 
therapeutic. Experienced 
male therapist/personal 
trainer. In/out, appoint 
ment only. Call Don 508. 
944-7268 


DO YOU WANT TO LOSE WEIGHT? 
Try the revolutionary 
new herbal appetite suppressant 


FUUDLO'™ 


in CAPSULES. 
WWW.FUUDLO.COM 














THERAPY MAS- 
SAGE 





Counseling 


Are you too submissi 





MUSIC/SHOW- 
BIZ/ARTS 





place your ad 


eres: 
Acts for Hire 


ACCOMPANIST FOR HIRE 


MM from NEC, S+ yrs of 
exp 


versatile in all styles, seeks 
work in Boston. Call 


540-903-7173 


evan_whitfield@yahoo.com 


Auditions 





www.BandMix.com 
Musician Classifieds, Browse 
Bands & Musicians Online. Free 
Profile. Pics & Audio 
Thousands of Listings. Promo: 
BOS7241 


Gigs 


Available for Gigs 
Lead guitarist w/ vocals and 
some keyboard abilities. Cal! 

Patrick. 857-526-6169 


BASS AVAILABLE 

For working cover band only 
Reliable team player, stage 
presence = k earner 
Blues/Classic Rock/GB/S to 
Pres: Cal Tom 978-657 
4610. Cali before 9PM 














Bassist and Guitar 
Bass and Rhythm Guitar need 
ed for orig rock band. Backup 
vox a pilus. Other instrumenta 
tion a plus. Look 
players. Signed to indie. Many 
gigs in the 
17.842.6542 





coming year 


Berklee jazz Pianist for 
Hire 

Available for wedding’ 

ans 8 














www.and e m 
DRUMMER 
WANTED 
For traditional Rockabilly. Top 

regional, national and in 
tional act. M e free rav 
el in USA 2 abroad. Call Ron 
781-545-7800. 


Drums and vocals wanted 


al space 


















METROWEST 
MASSAGE 


61 Lincoin St. Suite 210 
Framingham. MA 


508-879-3200 





IDIES & GENTLEMEN 


Health Therapy 















Waik-ins Welcome 


Gift Certificates Available 


Drums Available 





DYNAMIC EXPERIENCED 
FEMALE SINGER WANTED 





Established Hard Rock 
Band 











Guitar/Songwriter 





all Ja 81-5 and leave 


Guitarist w/ lead Vocals 


KEYBOARDIST 
WANTED 


Origina B 


and Gigs. 
312-8304 . 
dmtt 66@hotma 


KEYBOARDIST WANTED 
Working p 
Roslindale-base 
band with gig 
keyboards an 
ment to 
Vocals a + 
7387 


MACH FIVE BAND 


s ook ng for 










PLACE A FREE 
PHOENIX CLASSI- 
ten AD ONLINE 


=~PERFECT mag 


MUSIC + SHOWBIZ + ARTS 














Saxophone Players 


Vocalist Needed for Tool 
Tribute Band 


Musical 
Instruction 










BRISTOL VOICE | 
STUDIOS 
io 

| 





617- 247- 8689 





KAREN DE BIASSE VOCAL 
INSTRUCTION 





Events 


!Full Body Stress Relief! 








Recording 
Studios 


AUDIO/VIDEO PACKAGE 











Rehearsal 
Space 


BOYLSTON ST. BOSTON, 








25 








ee eee 


JamSpot 


| FI eH ee ee 


| Boston's Pro 
Rehearsal Space 








} 
—— | 


Rehearsal and Recording 
Services 


SOUND MUSEUM RE- 
HEARSAL COMPLEX 





OVD/CD Duplication 








| Billerica & & 
| Backstage | 
Rehearsal Si 


| 

Clean, Modern Secure Rooms « 
omen +24 Hour Access «| 
| Heated « Air Conditioned « 
« Surveillance Comeras 










Locations in 
Billerica & Lowell 
Call Tory: 
978-667-8472 





FOR 
THE 


ROCKER vate LIFE 


Give the gift you'd love to get - a great time playing 


You can buy JamSpot gift certificates in any amount 
you want. They're redeemable for studio time, gear 


music at a great place to play music. 


rentals, recording sessions, lessons, etc. 
Amex, Visa & Mastercard accepted. 


2005 Boston Phoenix 
“Best Rehearsal Space" 







Gift certificates just don't get any cooler than this 








1-617-666-PLAY or 
www.tjamSpot.com 


JAMSP(e)T 

























Hundreds of 


Local Single Women. 


Near You! 


CALL NOW 617.475.9000 | 


3.0000 ENTER CODE 200 


Boston 


781-426-9000 


Manchester 


#” 603-296-4000 
Providence 


401-223-7070 


61 7-395-9000 | 
50‘/nin 1-900-484-2525 ‘ieur 





I 


browse 


Erasntere 
Adult 
Personals 


O17 
976 
1987 


($2.89/min,, 184) 





FREE 2 TRY! 
617-245-1037 


Nightline 


1-900-226-9900 somin sasicait 


GIT) HUNDREDS 


Hundreds of Local Single Women Near You! 





CALL NOW 617.475.9000 


¢ The dating service more women choose ENTER CODE 170 


© Find Hundreds of local single women near yo 
* Meeting someone has never been easier 

© Call and create a FREE profile right now! 

© Chat one-on-one with other local singles 

© 1000's of satisfied callers 


lavalife.com  ':". 








THE ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT AUTHORITY 








Check out www.phoenixpeople.com 


M - Male | F - Female|S 





WOMEN 
seexinc MEN 


WHOLE LOTTA LOVE 

Cute, reliable, fun, frisky, 45 
SWF, non-smoker, long brown/ 
brown, plus size. Seeks non 
smoker, 32-49, SWM tall, lean. 
muscular, smart, hardworking, 
easygoing, dependable. movies. 
walks, music, road trips, roman 
tic monogamous long-term rela 
tionship. Librans/North of Bos. 
ton a plus! 8752541 


NEW LOOK. NEW LOVE 

Do blondes really have more fun? 
Former redhead, 50s, 5’8", blue 
eyed, witty, kind, compassion- 
ate, loves cooking, jazz, sports 
movies, the reaideal. Looking for 
honest, tall, street-savvy SBM. 
49-55. 9220367 


DANCING MERMAID 

Ocean loving, green eyed 
50something, mermaid seeks 
fun witty dance partner/movie 
and concert buddy. I'm a vegetar 
ian, non-smoker, non-drinker. 
Lovedogs, Indian/Thai food, for 
eign films, sailing, music, and 
poetry. £P813252 


SEEKING A CHIA PET 

I'm a 46-year-old SDBF, long 
brown hair, hazel eyes, 5'9, 170ibs. 
non-smoker and I'm a business 
owner. | enjoy speed biking, swim 
ming, and trips to Cape Cod. 
Looking for SWM, 46+, 6'3, very 
thin around 165ibs, non-smoker, 
non-aggressive, shy, must have 
ight brown hair for a monoga 
mousrelationship. Someone who 
enjoys quiet evenings at home 
875630 


FRIENDS FIRST 

SWF, 34, Sagittarius, non-smok 
er, seeks BM, 20-23, non-smoker 
Looking for a guy who is honest 
truthful and doesn’t cheat. Let's 
be friends first. 2875350 


MR. RIGHT WANTED... 

by this single mom of a fantastic 
ttle boy. Me: SWF, 28, hopeless 

romantic who loves going out 
tting at home, cuddling, family. 
You: honest guy,28-39. No game 

players. %P872445 @ jammy77 





WANTED: 1 GOOD MAN 

With one or two (good) kids; for 
friend and housemate-styler 
enter. (Partner-type relationship 
not excluded.) By youthful ener 
getic woman, 53. non-smoker. 
Preferably he cooks, plays piano 
and handles chainsaw adroitly, 
but intelligent, ethical, and good 
sense of humor would be very 
good. £705164 


LOOKIN FOR BLACK MALE 

am a single white female look 
ing for a black male for a friend- 
ship posible more. %874427 


SHARE TOGETHER 
SAF, 30, single mom, loves fami- 
ly, football, hockey, music, 


movies, theater, seeks SWM, 28 
37, with similar interests, for 
friendship first, possibleromance. 
1884838 @ Tiny_Solution 


Good God! 


Love is 
free again. 





| 
| 


| 
| 
| 












Single | D 


Divorced | Wi 


SMART, PRETTY, CUTE 
c 4 


46. 3", Ti6lbs, in great 





‘0 © rac 

ns N/S, social 
drinker, homeowner, financial 
y/emotionally secure,seeks in: 
telligent, honest, fit WM, 40-60 


N/S. ‘8768051 


136lbs, 5'4", | 
walking, etc. | 
would like to meet a gentleman 
to talk to, get to know and see 
what develops. 7873833 





MEETING NEW PEOPLE 

SF, 36, enjoys dining out, dancing, 
movies, live bands, blues, rock, 
jazz, etc. Looking for someone 
who shares the same interest. 
physically fit andhas a great sense 
of humor. If that’s you, contact 
me. 8884778 @ »adesdemon: 
axxx 








NEW IDEALIST... 

on the block. Seeking a single 
male, 26-35 who is well-educat 
ed, confident and very attractive. 
I'ma professional, very attractive 
but not vain 27-year-old woman. 
I'm new in town and work for a 
non-profit organization. | love 
music, wine and the outdoors. 
Looking for friendship and possi 
bly more. £P8662¢ 









VERY KIND 
SWF, nurse needs someone to 
share wonderful life. Old-fashion 





believes relation 
it on trust and re 
N/D very loving, 
person with a sense of hu 
Looking for friendship 
Enjoys exquisite cuisine and 


cooking for friends. 862708 
















the right kind of 


olidays?Do you 





the outdoors, sports 
ig Out? Are you 
ving, and fun 
] en yc auld be 
the fe. 1863431 








WALKS ON THE BEACH 

SBF, 46, S'9", medium build, at 
tractive, seeks successful, hon 
est WM iendship or 
possible relationship. 689653 





ior 


SHAPELY YOUNG 65 GEMINI 
DWF, 5'4”, 118Ibs, SOH, who en 
joys dancing, gambling, fishing, 
pool, biking. Seeking SWM, 50: 
65, with similar interests, for 
friendship maybe more. All re- 
plies answered. %P245650 


ARE THE STARS RIGHT? 

SBF, 36, 5'4", Scorpio, N/S, seeks a 
BM, 37-40, Pisces or Cancer, N/S, 
for dating. More information 
available upon request. 2560832 


DANCING ON THE N SHORE 
SWF, 34, light brown/biue, Taur- 
us, N/S, loves music and danc 
ing. Seeking man, 24-39, dark 
hair a+, N/S. 865379 
































“FREE ad placement & FREE message retrieval. 
Charges still apply when responding to a message 
we can't give it all up on the first date! 


Place an ad today! Call 1.800.310.5995 








Widowed | G - Gay 





Bi - Bisexual 


OUTGOING LADY 

SWF, 49, S'S", 15Sibs, blonde 
blue, self-ernployed. | enjoy trav 
eling, dogs, dancing, etc. Seei 
SBM, 44-54, with no drama, f 
fun times and maybemore 
867385 





GIFT WRAP UNNECESSARY 
Loving and being loved 
greatest gift of all. Cute, pas 
sionate, widowed WF looking for 
romantic gentleman, 58+, under 
her Christmas tree! @868174 


is the 


YOU SHOULD CALL ME 

I'm S'3, with beautiful green eyes 
and dark brown hair. | enjoy 
shopping downtown, going to 
the gym, and having a few drinks 
at my place with friends. Looking 
for a guy for dating, prefer tall. 
dark, and flirty, blue eyes a plus! 
7847935 


HOLLA AT CHA GURL 

I'm 23-years-old, S) petite, with 
black hair and brown eyes. I'm 
very outgoing and laid back. My 
favorite thing to do on the week 
end is go out clubbing and I'm a 
big football fan too. I'm looking 
for someone for dating. Tall is a 
plus. #7850930 


| DON'T BITE 

I'm 26-years-old, 5’S, with brown 
hair and eyes. | enjoy traveling, es: 
pecially to LA, shopping, and 
going out to a club to hang out 
with friends. I'm very independ. 
ent but still looking for something 
more. Looking for someone to 
date who is tall, toned, and most 
importantly, serious. £°850933 


SEEKING A REAL MAN 

Single Hispanic Female, 5'4, 48, 
Libra, non-smoker, black/brown 
seeks a white or hispanic guy 40 
52, non-smoker, for friendship. 
possible romance. I'mlooking for 
someone honest, romantic who 
is 5'10 or taller. | enjoy natun 
pets, flea markets and much 
more. €P845911 








WELL-ROUNDED FEMALE 
I'm 20-years-old, 5'3, s 
thick, with brown ha 
My friends describe m 
very outgoing and f 
looking for a profess: 
looking guy who k 
treat a lady. @P85122 





ws how t 





HOT BLOND 

I'm 24-years-old, S'3, petite, with 
blonde hair and biue eyes. I'm very 
quirky and have a fun sense of 
humor. Looking for a guy who is 
fun, toned, and athletic. 4851235 


LOOKING FOR MY PRINCE 
among the frogs. I'm 33-years: 
old, 5°S, small athietic build, with 
brown hair and eyes. Friends 
would say that I'm a nice gal, who 
is cute, loyal, faithful, and honest. 
I'm looking for Mr. Right who is 
preferably tall, dark, sophisticat 
ed, considerate, and handsome. 
Guitar players a plus! €P851269 


ONE OF A KIND 

I'm 23-years-old, 5'7, beautiful 
body, with blonde hair and biue 
eyes. I'm sarcastic, sassy and fun 
and | love hanging out with my 
friends. I'm looking for that spe- 
cial someone who truly is one of 
a kind. 19851278 


SASSY PUERTO RICAN 

I'm a 25-year-old Puerto Rican 
female, 5'9, slim build, with 
brown hair and eyes. I'm a fun 
and sassy gal who loves to party, 
but can have a serious side as 
well. Looking for someone who 
can be able to handle anything 
and who is honest. £°851283 


CAPE VERDEAN GAL 

I'm 22-years-old, 5'6, with hazel 
eyes, and brown hair. I'm very 
generous and kind hearted 
Looking for a sweet, down to 
earth guy to date. Tall, dark, and 
handsome a plus. £85131 


SOUL SISTA 

I'm 22-years-old, 5'6, nice body, 
with honey brown eyes and dark 
brown hair. I'm very out going and 
funny. | love going out to eat, visit 

ing local lounges and much more. 
Looking for a great guy who is tall 
honest and sweet S1316 


IRISH CATHOLIC CUTIE 

I'ma cute Irish catholic, SWF, 29, 
S'7, 165Ibs, blonde, Leo, smoker, 
seeks WM, 26-40. I'm very 
strong, funny and talkitive. | 
work with the publicand | love 
long conversations and spending 
time on the beach. %P855745 







w- 





White | B - African-American/Black | H 


BODACIOUS BLONDE 

I'm 22-years-old, 5°3, with hazel 
eyes and blonde hair but the first 
thing you will notice is my dim 
ples. People say that I'm a 
Kiersten Dunst look a like. I'm a 
very sarcastic and humorous 
type of person. | love all kinds of 
music, especially The Killers, and 
enjoy going to the museum, a 
bar, or catching a show. Looking 
for someone who is sarcastic and 
fun like myself. %851331 


GIGGLY AND SWEET 

I'm 23-years-old, 5; petite b 
with brown 
very sweet 
and | enjoy go 








r and eyes 
utgoing, 






ng with friends. I'm ioo 





for a guy who is sweet an 
ere like myself, and most 
tantly, funny! @P851792 





INDEPENDENT AND SEXY 
I'm 27 5'8, sie 
duild with bi 
hair and brown eyes. I'm an inde 
and sexy woman 


















dance and go out t 
nde. 
entieman 
with a good heac is shou! 
ders to share good times with 
Tresisn 
FUN BLONDE 


I'm 22-years-old, 5'10, slender 
build, with blonde hair and biue 
eyes. I'm very laid back, stress 
free, and most importantly, fun! | 
enjoy spending my spare time at 
the museum, or hanging out with 
friends. Looking for a guy who is 
similar to myself, fun, laid back 
toned, and I've always been one 
for the short men! 851812 


ONE OF A KIND 

Attractive, creative, poet very 
young-looking mid-SO's, seeks 
attractive, cultured, nice, honest 
man. | like jazz, literary and art 
events, some Nature. | prefer 
personable types. £°858990 


LONELY WITHOUT YOU 

Single hispanic female, legally 
blind, short black hair, 4’T1. | live 
alone with my cat and | enjoy 
going out for walks, concerts, re 
taxing in, and cooking. Looking for 
a gentleman 18-40 for friendship 
and possibly more. £P859194 


BH animacinstinct 
Easy rider wanted for motorcy: 
cling and more. SWF, 37, with a 
compassionate spirit and coura 
geous heart would like to meet 
someone who is laid back,animal 
lover, not afraid to get his hands 
dirty, respects his mother, posi- 
tive vibes with a goofy sense of 
humor. €8852927 


1S IT TIME? 

Very attractive female, seeks 
male, 30+, race open, who knows 
he’s ready for a sweet, loving, 
nurturing, healthy, mature rela- 
tionship combined withhumor, 
Passion, sparks, and the everlast 
ing exploration of life. fP628552 


AGREAT CATCH 

A sweet girl looking for a young. 
handsome man. Br/Br, medium 
build, 30, SWF, Irish-italian 
Indian. | love going out to eat 
movies, walks on thebeach, and 
cooking. 42765329 











PhoenixPeople 


PERKY S 





TO PLACE YOUR AD OR FOR 
CUSTOMER SERVICE CALL 


TO LISTEN AND RESPOND CALL 


617.976.3366 


[call cost $2.19/min] 


MUST BE 18+ | OUTSIDE 617 CALL 900.226.4492 


Hispanic | A 


seeks adventurous taste 
0 join in soaking up life. Should be 


| snootiness or grape | 
llergies. Check me : 


at the register. 
make a statement. 


1AM WHOIAM 

SWF, late 30’s, in the medical 
field and loving my job. Looking 
for someone who is honest and 
sincere, fun with a great sense of 
humor, SWM, 38-48 would be 





wonderful. Please be relatively 
lose to Quincy. @9669707 
WILD CHILD 


bilingual (Engl 
entric, left 












passionate, v 
33, who loves versing, 
ng, international filrr 
taries, poetry, self-c 
ture H 

reative 
29-45, to ign 


aver candiel 





mysteries 


ESCARGOT 


onvent 


LOVELY, LAID-BACK 
here's nothing 
hearing the 
zing it's 
the snooz 
worth! If you enjoy 
let's meet! I'm 39 


azy di 


blue e 


brown hair, and a ton of fun’ 
7743901 
ATTRACTIVE NURSE 


Looking for my prince some- 
one who knows who he is and 
what he wants. someone that 
is reliable, trustworthy. more 
later. 2716014 


SUMMER FUN 

SWF, young looking 52-year old. 
5'S", slim, hazel eyes, light brown 
hair, enjoys lives simplicities and 
truths, values ones inner spirit 
integrity, light-heartedness, kind 
ness and friendship. Looking for 
the same in a man, 40-55, who is 
attractive, neat-looking, slim to 
average build. 7743404 


MUST LOVE DOGS 

46-year-old, SWF, brown eyes 
long red hair, freckles, two dogs: 
they are easier than children. | like 
to stay home and watch TV, read 
books, play cards, social drinker, 
home body, like to cook for family 
and friends. Love the cold weath 
er. | prefer someone 48-60, non 
drinker, must accept smoking and 
not married. €776603 


TRUE COLORS 

Down-to-earth SWF, 44, S'S” 
non-smoker, artist, enjoys mo 
vies, music, dining out, and 
beachwalking. Seeking laid-back 
easygoing SWM, 35-60.non 

smoker, for casual dating, poss 

ble long-term relationship. Hon: 
esty a must! £257882 


ENJOY VOLUNTEER WORK 
Female, 33, in Lowell area, non 
smoker, seeks WM, 28-36, non 
smoker. Looking to meet some 
one drug free. I'm at a new place 
in my life and I'mvolunteering 
at a Christian homeless min 
istry. | love cooking, working 
out, and my cat, Heather 
Basically looking to meet some 
new friends and see what hap 
pens. 7799569 


Asian 


E FEMALE 


ewish | C nr 


stian 


‘ he 


vines 





GODDESS OF ART 


I'm 31, with lovely bro 






BIG AND BEAUTIFUL SWF 


SWE tener 


34, easygoing, hard-work 











EXCEPTIONAL MAN? 
m 44-years-ol 
and curvy, with 











SINGLE JEWISH FEMALE 

I'm 5°10, slender, with red hair and 
brown eyes. I'm as genuine as it 
gets and very ove playing 
tennis and going out to dinner at 
ethnic restaurants. Seeking a tal! 
European man with strong family 
values. 2P850951 






WATERGIRL NEEDS DRILL 
Looking for a guy to bring 
inner passions. 

blond hair sex ki 
more than her h 
vide. Ve 
the eyes 





m a blued eyed 
en who 









BEAUTIFUL BLONDE. 
Very 
Seeking hones 
able, loy 





Sincere, caring. 








LOOK FOR MARRIAGE 
I'm a very positive. 
woman, who accepts 
but with a tender he 


little things 

melodies, smell of 
and looking at sta 
to find Mr. Right! 850775 





SINGLE AGAIN 
WF, 46, c 





liberal 


minded man, 33-60. PS 





508375 


BEAUTIFUL, SLIM, PLAYFUL 

SJPF, 30s, enjoys dining out, the 
Red Sox, vacation, comedy. 
Seeking handsome, nice SWPM. 
40-52, for possible LTR. 49697336 


0/0 - free 








800.310.5995 


TO USE YOUR CREDIT CARD CALL 


617.450.8620 


AND LISTEN AND RESPOND 
FROM ANY PHONE 





WTML 


HERE'S 
HOW TO 
CONNECT! 


ANSWER AN AD 


1_Note the number listed 
in the ad 





2_Call 1.900.226.7748 


It's only $2.19/minute. 18+ 


or Call 1.800.232.4581 
to use a major credit or 
debit card 


3_Follow the instructions 
to listen to the advertiser’s 
voicemail greeting 


4 Leave a message for the 
advertiser (tip_ include 
your contact details!) 


PLACE YOUR 
OWN AD 


1_Call 1.800.310.5995 to 
speak to Lindsey to place 
your ad or call our 24 hour 
automated service 

at 617.859.3283 


2_Record a voicemail 
greeting. 


3_Put away your wallet. 
It's free! 


GET MORE 


1_Check out phoenixpeopie.com to 
find more great new people 

2_See the @ symbol in an ad? That 
means the advertiser has a profile 
(and maybe even a picture!) at 
phoenixpeople.com 

3_Chat with local singles right now. 
Call 617.475.2264 to learn more. 
4_Meet more new people using text 
messaging on your cell phone. Text 
“phx” to 23578 to learn more 
5_Need help? For Customer Service 
call Lindsey 1.800.310.5995 







vertisement at an 


any ad. Not all ads have corresponding voice messages. 
To review our complete guidelines. 


he content of or r 





all 617.425.2636 































































































































































































































































































































































































NEWS + FEATURES | THE BOSTON PHOENIX 














LOOKING FOR NICE MAN 























CUDDLY TEDDY BEAR WA' 


























CONCORD (NH) CUTIE 





























































MBA ON THE WAY 
SWF with strong sense of morals 
seeks handsome man 














SEEKING KINDRED SPIRIT 


Newport, RI area. SWF, 3 





















































HOME COOKING 
ate twenties, healthy, fur 
have long black hair, brown eyes. 



































romantic partner. £7 









































Nseekinc 
WOMEN 




















sports and the out 














PARTNER IN CRIME 





movies at the th 











19and 15.2828807 














BEAUTIFUL BIOCHEMIST 








aring SWF, SO, blond 
enjoys movies and c 
Seeking intelligent S 
financiallysecure, for friendshir 
possible LTR. 28204781 


























WILL U BE THE ONE 








TIME TO SETTLE DOWN 
























































MAYBE IT WILL BE U? 


Good God! 





























free again. 











te man toshare happ 























PRETTY WOMAN 

















cooking, bird-watching 














mance leading to L 
North Shore area. 42773 

























































































Christmas tree. 2267095 





Check out www.phoenixpeople.com 
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RUNS WITH SCISSORS 





NICE GUY 


x.) 


EASY GOING GUY 









| work hard, 
love music 


and have fun with 
ning long-term. 
® Tommusicfan 


CALM, COOL, COLLECTED 
Male, 29, athletic b 


aker, seeks Wo! 








ous, sophisticated lady, race 


how t 





ENJOY THE WEEKENDS 


SBM 0 


180lbs 









0 share fun with 


wesrubix 


MUST ENJOY CHURCH 
SBM, 53, Aquarius 
eeks £ 59-71 








SKI/RIDE? 
NM. 4 





*PREE ad placement & FREE message retrieval. 
Charges still apply when responding to a message 
the first date! 





Place an ad today! Call 1.890.310.5995 


























B38 


CARIBBEAN BOUND 








al, fit, div d dad, salt a p 
per, and genuinely nice. Seeks at 
tractive, 50, slender, genuinely 
nice you. 2678710 


PICK ME! PICK ME! 

Fun, spontaneous WM, 32, loves 
to laugh, down-to-earth, good 
istener, loves animals, nature. If 
| sound like someone you would 
like to get to know,cail me. 18-33 
‘12881623 @ melioncollie 


THE WAY IT SHOULD BE 

I'm an honest, easy-going, hu 
morous, 38-year-old guy. I’m 5 
4”, athletic build, hazel eyes. 
Capricorn, seeking a woman, 25 
42, who is considerate and fun 
for friendship and possible ro 
mance. | enjoy all outdoorsy ac 
tivities, scenic drives, going to 
the gym, movies, dinner, and 
spending time with my pug. Not 
into playing games, I'm a one 
woman guy- the way it should 
be. %866157 








SIMPLE AND SENSITIVE 
O's, 5'6, ener 





INTERESTING 

I'm a 33-year-old white male, 5'9, 
average build, independent, tat 
tooed, alternative, chef/artist 
i'm non-drinking/smoking, de 
pendable, honest, hard working 
and laid back with eclectic inter 
ests. Seeking 25-40 year old 
sexy, free spirited, alternative 
woman who's f quirky, caring 
and passionate about something 
in life. Seeking possible long 
term relationship. TP856194 











se 

‘@ GREEK GoD 

I'm SWM, 45-years-old, 6'2 
200\bs, attractive, black/brown, 
) 









ic build. | love and have an 
enjoy movies, sporting 


ou uiet 








8, non-smoker. | have 
great smile. Looking for a 
ady North of Boston. 2P8735N1 








HOPEFUL CYNIC 
Fairly easygoing male. 
\ mt 





25 YR OLD MAN 


SM,25, 6'2” 205 Ibs with brn 
eyes and short dark hair. in 
shape and attractive. looking for 
people who want to have a good 
time! 2866150 


DEPENDABLE AND LOVAL 
I'm 49-year-old f 














fun e clock is t 


talk! 2872435 






fan 
nale w 
niorals that p 


877408 


SHOT IN THE DARK 


1. 46,N/S, free 
M, 46, N/S, free sp 





for a tarnished angei 
pleasu and pass 
ested? Get in touch with me 


jay. 4883500 @ harleywindrider 





YOU SHOULD BE HAPPY 
SBM, 3C 


Libra, smoker, seeks 
he time has come for 


ing for 








I'mvery open minded. #9853782 


LIVE NOW 

SM, 36, new to the area, not a big 
tv watcher, loves sports, keeping 
active. Looking for outgoing SF, 
with positive attitude, to share 
some fun. #886126 @ BOSTON: 
BULLY 


FRENCH PASTRY 

55-year-old, SWM seeks com 
panionship. | enjoy music danc 
ing and art. Looking for a woman 
35-60 who has the same inter- 
ests that | do, #862088 


HERE’S YOUR HOMEWORK 
I'm a blond-haired, blue-eyed 


patient guy who teaches high | 


school kids. Teaching is one of 
my favorite things, next to bik 
ing, because you can be creative 
and make an impact. Come im. 
pact my life! | am 38, and also 
love films and clubs. 2707951 


ROCK CONCERTS 

30 years old, very funny, 5'4 
130ibs with blue eyes. | like indie 
films, Rancid and Drop Kick 
Murphy's, along with parks. Very 
s and up for any 
thing. Got any ideas? Be around 
my height and weight. 4736725 





GENTLEMAN AVAILABLE 
SWM, 49, 6'1", at peace with self, 
C 1 with who a 
woman is side. | have no 
children, but love them. Wic 
riety of interests andwilling to 
share with someone special. Old 
fashioned values, serious replies 
please. £P621374 








LOOKING FOR YOU 

Successful, handsome man in my 
50's, seeks relationship with 
younger, attractive woman, for 
love and companionship. intelli 
gence, spiritual and physical fit 
ness are very important. Music 
movies, sports, and my dog Max 
are my passions. ‘22764555 


BHo sincere AND FUN 

SWM, 42, average build, brown/ 
blue, great personality, very out 
going- like all kinds of things 
st. Look 






nt you 


it might be 


LATIN LOVER 


A subtle blend of olc 






ues and new school fu all 
dark & handsome 31-year-old 
single professional male knows 
how to treat a lady. If you're an 
attractive, outgoing, intelligent 
SF that enjoys a dichotomous 
mix of hardcore partying at the 
city’s best clubs alongside the 
odd eame of chess then I'm the 
man for you. fP836680 





HOT SKIER 
SWM, 49, easy going, outgoing, 
love to laugh, seeks ski partner or 


day trips to New Hampshire and | 


Vermont, maybe the Rockies 
‘TE8S1774 


SWEET BLACK LOVER 

Male in his 40s, bi-lingual, non 
smoker, 6, 180Ibs, romantic 
jood-looking, honest, sincere. 
0/0-free 


12 hot.a! 





casional drink 





BOSTON/NORTH 
WM, 47, erudit 





sure of t 














Seeking one 
like-minded woman,31-49, for 
long-term relatianship. fP830313 








customer service cat ©00.310.5995 
TO LISTEN AND RESPOND CALL 


617.976.3366 


[call cost $2.19/min] 


MUST BE 18+ | OUTSIDE 617 CALL 900.226.4492 


TO USE YOUR CREDIT CARD CALL 


617.450.8620 


AND LISTEN AND RESPOND 
FROM ANY PHONE 





C - Christian | D/D - free - Drug + Disease Free | WTML - Would 


OM& 
HRISTINE 


LOVING PUBLICLY 


You're a couple in-love. You've bypassed those awkward 
moments and have settled into your shared rituals. You get the 
lights, while he or she checks the locks and turns off the TV. You 
finish each other's sentences and understand each other's 
emails coded in your shared lingo of love. You can't stand to be 
apart and when you are together your feelings are obvious to 
the world. But, while things are great for you and your loved 
one, what about those innocent bystanders who sit idly by 
while you lovebirds begin to croon and make mushy faces. 
Do they mind? Should you control your hormones in front of 
friends and cut out the PDA? Tom and Christine blow kisses, 
make goo-goo eyes, and discuss corny expressions of love. 


WHAT IS THE STUPIDEST EXPRESSION OF 
LOVE YOU'VE EVER COMMITTED? 

TOM_| don’t go nuts when it comes to showing someone how 
much | love them. I’m conservative with my emotions, so | usually 
send her a heartfelt card or buy her a little piece of jewelry. 
Translation: The last time | attempted to woo a girl, | 
proposed to her at a Lakers game. Nothing like getting 
rejected in front of thousands of cheering basketball 
fans. Got a free pack of peanuts, though. 

CHRISTINE_! am a complete romantic, so | will send flowers, 
gifts, and leave little notes on his desk. | think it helps re- 
mind him of how much | love him, a well as makes him 
think about me all day long. Translation: But I've been 
told they're annoying. Especially when | draw hearts on 
important legal documents r clutter his desk with 
meaningless, crappy stuffed animals. 


HAS SOMEONE EVER GONE OVERBOARD IN 
TERMS OF SHOWING HIS/HER AFFECTION? 
TOM_ Some chick once gave me a dozen brightly colored balloons 
for my birthday. | was working in a law office at the time and 
everyone thought it was completely inappropriate and stupid. 
Translation: The balloons would have been fine, but the 
girl had them delivered by man dressed as a chicken. He 
sang Stevie Wonder’s “I Just Called to Say | Love You” in 
front the entire firm, including all of the partners. 
CHRISTINE_ One boyfriend made me a book of poetry and 
paintings that were inspired by my beauty. They were all 
very nice, but | felt that the gift was a little out of place. 
After all, | did buy him a leather coat that Christmas. 
Translation: His artistic interpretation of me using Crayola 
crayons and watercolors seemed to fall a little flat. Not to 
mention that the portrait he drew of me made me look 


- jaundiced. And his poetry sucked: “Dear Christine, you are 


not mean. You are like a queen. You are always clean.” | 
mean, come on, people! Where’s my Pablo Neruda?! 


HAVE YOU EVER HAD FRIENDS WHO WERE 

SO GUSHY THAT THEY WERE GROSS? 

HOW DID YOU HANDLE IT? 

TOM_ My best friend and his girl friend do that whole 
kissy-kissy thing in front of me at restaurants. I’m cool with 
it. | simply avert my eyes or excuse myself to the bathroom. 
Translation: In the bathroom, | occupy the handicapped stall 
and cry into rolls of toilet paper, singing “Only the Lonely.” 
CHRISTINE_| had a girlfriend who was engaged and she 
and her fiancé could not keep their hands off of each other. 
| tried to ignore it, but I'll be perfectly honest; it made me 
darn uncomfortable. Translation: In conversation, | at- 
tempted to fabricate an amazing boyfriend, but they saw 
through my clever scheme after | first referred to him as 
Devon and then as David, after three glasses of wine. 
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M - Male | F - Female | S - Single | D - Divorced | Wi - Widowed | G - Gay | Bi - Bisexual | W - 


AGIFT 
Are you looking for a guy that’s 
considered attractive, down to 
earth, loyal, dependable, affec 
tionate, supportive, great listen 
er, Curious, intelligent with too 
many interests to list, if you are 
this SWM, 44, 5'8, 172ibs, athlet 
c build out of a long-term rela 
jonship, is waiting for awoman 
for a possible long-term relatio 
ship. Be ready for the time of 
your life! North Shore area, will 
ng to travel. 49239948 


THE RIGHT ONE 
a 49-year-old, attractive di- 
ed WM. I'm 5'9, 170ibs, salt 
and pepper with blue eyes. I'm 
seeking a nice lady, 45-53, slim to 
mediurn build for a hopeful long 
term relationship. | love music 
iorking Out, quiet times, dining 
f Out, travelling, and almost 
any outdoor activity. 2838684 


PASSIONATE AND HONEST 
SWM, S4years-old, 5°10” 180 Ibs. 
athletic build, handsome, brown 
ue, no chi 
xperienced, passionate, willing 
deal Ss, able to hear 
see you for who yo 
ender woman 4( 
mmunicates her 
pes and dreams. Please be 
amotionally available onest 
1 able to share r 


759764 


LE 


Ss 
'm a real sweetheart with a 
of gold. I'm sensitive and a 
hopeless romantic with long dark 
air and a love for playing guitar. 
m a hard worker and deter 
to get back into my mus’ 
t. Also like cooking, chess. 
the Sox a 
my 40 
ionate to h 
f y' 
Looking 
sensitive, affection 
erhaps a little bit si 
ideal partner wou 
g haired guy 
e ense, receiving flowers 
and foot massages and should 
have a sense of spirituality 
guid be nice to have someone 
to share the holidays with, for its 
been awhile. £°801398 


SIMPLE KIND OF MAN 
Carpenter, 44, 5°10", 210lbs. 
brown/blue, sober 23years. Seeks 
S/OWF, 30-50, HPTW, for dinners, 
Jancing, cuddling while watchi 
movies, bowling,pooi, etc. ig 
erm relationship if chemistry is 
there. @P616411 


BACH + SCIENCE... 

and immortality! Create love 

with one from which there 

springs wide-love for many? 

Tender, passionate WM, SOs. 
slim, enjoys seashores. 
sts,literature, film, PBS. 

PR. Mom/grandmom ok, co 
ting or us alone ok. Idi 

vatura’ 
lease grace my life. 24 


LET'S GO OUT 
Ri area SWM, 29, 5’ 11”, 200!b 
c build, brown hair and 
een eyes Scorpio, smoke 

seeks woman, 23-45, smoker, for 

one-term relationship.l’m a 

m lover and | enjoy ali dif 
kinds. Just looking for a friend 

and possibly more. 859984 


JAZZ LOVER 

SWM, 48, 6) wine merchant whc 
enjoys live jazz/blues, fine wine 
and dining out, seeks SWF, 35-4 
with similar interests. 1963454 


MULTIDIMENSIONAL MALE 
Intellectual, emotional, and spir 
itual SWM, slender, fit, youthful 
in appearance and energy, mus 
cal, athletic, uncommonly sensi 
tive, good listener, piayfui, in 
tense, enjoys dancing, children 
community, touching, eye con 
tact, making a difference, spon: 
taneity, and integrity. Questions 
cultural assumptions and lives 
by the golden rule. Seeks insight 
ful, expressive, empathic, similar 
woman 45-54 for mutual! 
growth, exploration, and joyful 
relationship. 22785650 


WHERE MY SOULMATE? 

Male, 32, Cancer, non-smoker 
seeks woman, 35-55, non-smok- 
er. I'm a very generous, caring 
SWM who is self employed, 
sharp, full of fun seeks a good- 
hunny bunny for romantic adven- 
tures and good times. ££873678 


SWM SEEKS SBF 
SWM, 53. 160ibs, in great 
tdoors, music, din 
BF, 37-51, fit, good 
st. 12768386 


er out, a show 
two, a sidewalk cafe, the 
hike and a shower. No smokers or 
children, thanks. 851742 


TIFINI UNDERWOOD 

31 male looking for his wife and 
Missing both and would like 

to hear from them. €2877022 


LOOKING FOR LOVE 
a orking, outgoing, SWM 
e eyes, seeks 
hispanic female 


PETITE WOMAN WANTED 
SWM, 44, 5 it, he 


by the masses of earth 


COUNTRY GENTLEMAN 
m S8-years-young, non 


ing for a sexy sou 


ENseexinc 
MEN 


DATING IN 2006 Y NOT? 
26 down to earth, drug free 
iease free, blonde/blue eyes 
ven few tats,outgoing 
usic 


GOT FREEDOM? 

Life’s too short for the rat race 
Looking for a brainy, refined 
companion 40-60, physically ac 
tive and free to travel; into the 
aterfilms, classical music. I'm 
511". 160, HIV neg. well-built, 
black/green, good looking young 
50, urban biker; overeducated 
but down to earth, almos 
tarian,compassionate, s 

with a sense of humor a 

titude that questions all c 

tions of American life. Are you 
there yet? 29875380 


LONELY IN BOSTON 
GWM, seeking friendship or etc 
44-year-old professional to 
share good times with, movies 
fishing, biking, flying my plane. 
Also enjoy down time, doing 
things around my house and 
ing my golden retriever. And 
enjoys the friendship of other 
people. 7872464 


MTF TRANSEXUAL 

"6 PASSABLE T- 
ING FOR A REALT! 
A MAN 25 
ISSUE NEEDS TO BE 
CLEAN ,THOUGHTFULL 
CARING. 29874988 


TAKE A CHANCE! 
I'm S'10” with b 
wn hair. | 
re, reading, 
guages, and spi 
love who is in tou 
and is compassionat 


NEW FROM CANADA 
5'1\, hockey player, 

ant other 
music, travel, and 
doors. Looking f 
show me around New 
and a good time. £8072 


FRIENDSHIP AND MORE 
Ww non-promiscuou 
7, 140!bs, bro 
good looking, intellig 
smoker, seeks a fit mascu 
4 frien 


EQUAL PARTNERSHIP 
University professor, 44 
old, middie-eastern 
fined taste, easy to 2 
with, passionate, romant 
Caring and underst 

ing to find GM 2 
Straight appearing, t 
emotionally i 
smoker, non-alco' 
Seeking a true me: 
nership. €871090 


OUTRAGEGUS 
Attractive, handsome 
smoker, middie-age but 
blond hair, very well b 
ble dresser, fi 
former flightatt 
very spoiled, loves the 
travel, dining, theater, sympho- 
ny, cooking, competitive roller 
skating, dancing, skiing, old 
movies, driving my jaguar, a 
showing off my st. bernard, and 
f performances. Pr 
disease free 
cient, 25-45. 9967742 


FRIENDSHIP FIRST 
SM, 40, 5’8”, 180!bs, enjoys day 
trips, relaxing times home, long 
walks, movies, dining, shopping. 
Seeking a nice man who enjoys 
the same. #853456 





Chat live now, 
with local singles. 


etter é oe 


'@re|| Mareh meme alot. 
617-475-2264 


White | B - African-American/Black | H - Hispanic | A - Asiar 


THIN BLUE LINE 

SWM, 34, 6'3”, 210Ibs, brown, 
green, very masculine, Sagittar 
us, N/S, seeks same in a mascu 


LOOKING 
FOR SERIOUS MAN 
GWM, 43, 170ibs, & 
l meet 

p, possi Mo 
vies, quiet times. re/My 
garden are some interests. I'ma 
smoker, but not a drinker 


845740 


LIKES KISSING 
Bi-sexual WM, 45, attractive. 
clean, slim, likes cuddling. Seeks 
gay or bi male 18-35. Race unim 
portant but Asian/indian is 
great!%P872167 


ARE YOU OUT THERE? 
CWM. S'6, 150ibs, brown 
brown, italian, handsome, in 
shape professional. Looking for 
honest, sincere male, 35-50 for 
f ship, long-termreiat 

n Ri area. No smokers or 
drugs. EP8SB575 


NEED 
SOME LOVIN’ 
e you an 18-49-y 


ooking for 


Ey 


WOMEN 


SEEKING 


WOMEN 


A NICE SMILE 


oF 


z00d build. | enjoy 
to eat and theoccasiona 
to chat and I'm very 
joking for the same 


1S THAT YOU? 
| am intelligen 
compassionate a: 


am also witt 


20ibs.Hobbies are boating, fis 
ing,beach walks,and nights 
the town.Light drinker and d 
L jooking for a feminine 

at lp tage 


SEEKING BIG CHESTS 
Seeking a person wh 
to stay home a 
t times together 


MAKE ME MELT 

Attra e@ 39-year-old, looking 
ee, conversation and pos 

sibly more. | am looking for a re 

lationship and hope to hear from 

you. @P884056 @ CIVEN 

TRAPON 


COOL AT 40 

SWGF, 40, Independent 

and drama free, looking fo 
right one. D/D free is a must 


iy 2 


ADVENTUROUS FEMALE 
h long blonde ha! 
ey ofessional fe 
business owner, 5'6 Sit 
Hobbies are bicycling, volley 
ball, cooking, dancing, and 
dressing up for a night on the 
town. Looking for a femaie be 
tween the ages of 30-45 and 

maybe more. 818292 


FEMME WOMAN SEEKING 

| am a affectionate, compas 
sionate and caring person. | 
am not judgemental, just laid 
back. | love to joke around 
have fun also enjoy dining 
museums, road trips, animals 
and dancing. £876932 @ na 
turegiri29 


TO PLACE YOUR AD OR 
FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE 


TO LISTEN AND RESPOND 


617.976.3366 


[call cost $2.19/min] 


MUST BE 18+ | OUTSIDE 617 CALL 900.226.4492 


PURE HEARTED WOMAN 
Co e woman, strong 


ples, seeks same 


36 


LOOKING FOR LOVE 


attra 


TRUE 
HEART DESIRED 


jusT 
FRIENDS 


DOUBLE DATES 


WERE U ON THE T WED? 


eezed your way off 


PARADISE 
KNITERS SHOW 
At Paradise Knitters 


BSC 
(FRANKLIN) - 8/11 
Greg, 43, dark hai 


Peace. @PS186' 


DEVILLES 
FRIDAY 11/25 


and was wearing a brown shirt 
with jeans. | couldn't s 


ing at you. TP864095 


INTERESTING FACE... 

S&P festival/Peaks Isle. You 
placed a plank under our feet in 
the chow line to keep us dry. You: 
tall, white and orange jacket 
thin, bik/hair and a goofy grin 
851476 


800.310.5995 


TO USE YOUR CREDIT CARD 


617.450.8620 


TO LISTEN AND RESPOND 
FROM ANY PHONE 


SAVAGE LO 


_BY DAN SAVAGE 


mail@savagelove.net 


HOLE-Y NIGHT 


Lest | be accused of waging a 
war on Christmas by the pro- 
Christmas lobby — oh, whatever 
would | do if the all-powerful 
puckerbutts at the American 
Family Association called for a 
boycott of Savage Love? - I’m 
presenting a heartwarming selec 
tion of how-I-lost-my-virginity 
horror stories submitted by my 
readers 

What do these stories have 
to do with Christmas? Well 
wasn’t jesus Christ responsible 
for the most traumatic how-!- 
lost-my-virginity horror story 
ever told? Not his deflowering, 
| mean his mother’s. As every 
one knows, Mary was a virgin 
when she conceived and a vir- 
gin when she gave birth. This 
means, of course, that Jesus 
busted his own mom's hymen 
kicking it down like a door on 
his way into the world. And 
you thought your first time 
was traumatic! 


No, FTNAT, you don’t win. Mary 
Mother of God wins — but I'd say 
you come in a damn-close sec- 
ond, with MCNLS a close third. 
Readers who want more 
virginity horror stories can find 
them at www.thestranger.com/ 
savage/vhs. Readers who want 
to know more about the war on 
Christmas can read ali about it 
at www.fuckchristmas.org. And, 
as many readers wrote in to 
point out, by the time last week's 
column came out, Ford reversed 
itself. Like Kraft, the car com- 
pany toid the gay haters at the 
American Family Association 
where to stick their boycott, 
and announced that they 
would continue to advertise in 
gay publications and sponsor 
gay events. A very nice 
Christmas gift tous all. © 


gave me A She pus 


off, the other boy jumped up 
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THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


EROSPHERE | Check out www.erosphere.com 


AdultPersonals 


TO PLACE YOUR 
EROSPHERE PERSONAL 


TO LISTEN AND RESPOND 


900.787.0814 


[call cost $2.89/min] 


MUST BE 18+ | METRO BOSTON? 617.976.7587 


617.859.338 


MON-FRI 
SAM - 6 PM 


TO USE YOUR CREDIT CARD 


800.314.7958 


TO LISTEN AND RESPOND 


FROM ANY PHONE 


SEE MORE ADULT PERSONALS | CHECK OUT THE COMPLETE EROSPHERE SECTION IN OUR WEEKLY “ADULT” SUPPLEMENT 


Women Seeking 


ive inRI, SWF whowants abiedick anc 
thick black male. Is sore one oul 

for me? |'m looking to see the nent way 
f life the right way 
toshowme. #45 


need someone 


wlege student 
lass shape 
*ssy.llovebeing 
slammed and dominated du 
Looking for 


someone that is 
her shell. It doe 


pain, biting, a 
Helpmefindsomeofmyhiddendesires 
a big girl at 57” and about 

Think you can handie it 


MASTER-TEACH ME 
am small but athie 
tribal tattoos. ew to seeking rm 
eeapes ir ut 
an Very ing to obey and leam. | eryoy 
my Collar and restraitt uffs- | am open 
to explore anyt ng as it is safe 
and discreet. | am looking for a Master 
who is experienced in training novice 
Slavesandwilirespect myb 
we discover therr 


IVE SevEra 


bepleased. A person wh 
axplore and be spontaneo 


SALE-N-PEPPER? 
Sexy Latina wornan seeks an older ad 
venturous mar strings attached, 
free, physically fit, salt n pepper hair 
a plus. #2545 


This disciplinarian (d 
seeks you. #2551 


WHITE FEMALE SWITCH 
mm 30, 53, blonde hair with blue eyes 

ida great ass. I'm tall, flirty, an 
looking fora seriousguythatknow 
tohavefunandwhattheywant 

anking, SGM, bondage, Dorn/Sut 
#3802 


Areyoua manwhoneeds a healthy and 
sensuous enema. Understandin 
sexual ladywants to “fill” you. Age 


andwomer 
21-40, prefer 


w. Don't be scared, 


WF, natural redhead, outdoorsy seek 

ga Single male who would like to turr 

my compost. Must like costurnes and 
ff youwart to, be 


SWF 5'8" longblack hair, biueeyes, 380, 
curyy, SAA shoe, expin BDSM, edgeplay, 
yoga, ISO single, straight, slim, N/S,D/D 
free, iterate male submissive. Prefer 
slavein20'sor30's. Experience preferred 
butnovicesconsidered. Gothiook South 
indian/ Tarnil a plus. #4301 


SENSUOUS AND SEXY 
FurHoving, attractive, long blond hair, 
petite, hourglass figure seeks, kind, car- 
ing, business executive type. Please be 
serious-minded, clean and discreet. 
#2944 


TINY RREBALL 
fireball of Idon't de 
play hard and love to be watched 


pics and make art films. I'm 


jeine with 
women. | lave 
and someone 
Would also love t 
of two men and ar 
adisbeingtied upand playedwith: 
an't possibly omasm anymore 


NAUGHTY PLAY KITTEN 
predictably ur 
predictable ultiply orgasmic & 
teachable intimate & aloof. Looking for 
lounger hedonist pillow talker/good liar 
large Gt 


FOREPLAY IS UNDERRATED 
yne sex doesn't interest me 
prefer threesomes/ swapping/ 

7 willing to try some light 


Tred many different things, but stil 
poking to find my place with the right 
I'm looking for a spiritual, inter: 

Ss, person 


You must 


4opingtofindwhat I’ vebeenlooking for 
ways up for 2 goad time and looking 
ardtotryinenewthings. Looking for 
someone who is easy goine but can be 
domin: dis as funny open and as 


nencingwhateveryoucan show 

sure exactly what type of persor 
looking for, just looking for someone ex 
penenced. #4024 


ntasies that you 
t ater 
all 


CURIOUS LADY 
lamasingie 38-year-old smartass, easy 
on the eyes, and well versed in mission: 
ary sex. | have vid though unrealized 
fantasies and 
tient partners 
Sadistic 
Maine area. intereste 


like caning and pa- 
© guide me through 
ures. Portland 


discreet, g0d:- 


Zirts, bisexual guys, bicunious euys 

esomes, etc. I'm std-free and 
drame-free. Looking for serious, erotic 
males and/or fernales, couples who are 
down- to-earth, dean and between 21 
and 35. just pure, fun sex.@ mindingut 
ter #3090 


ACALLRIGHT NOW 
d placing an ad of 
own, and get 1S free minutes to re- 
pond to these ladies. | want your ad in 
this paper. Call 617 450 8761 right now 
and start responding for FREE 


LET'S DO THES RIGHT 

You know you've been thinking about 
answering some of these ads. What's 
keeping you fromm doing it? Is it money? 
\s it cowardiiness? Are you telling me 
you're intimidated? All | have to say is 
you only live once. So, get overyour cow 
ardiiness, and pull out your..um... wal 
let, and call me to place your ad orbuy a 
block of time. No worries; I'l eive you a 
hot deal. just call and see. 

617450 8761 


so” 
HOT / HORNY TEDDY BARE LMT, 
DREAM mASSeuse Greek Tantra God- 
dess, ALL languages! Passionate, Car- 
ing pierced tongue & kitty, seeks adven- 
turous professional who enjoys Nudist. 
#38 


APERFECT 10! 
4 new to this. A hottie to say 
the least. | am looking for someone fun 
d stable, not tooold and please be at 
tive, and financially secure would be 
nice. #1482 


BRIANNA 
Sexy, black Barbie doll, looking for a dis: 
yeet sexual encounter. 38DD, 24, 38. 
Ebony brown skin with a soft touch 
have fun. #9596 


BOSSY SPANKER 
Beautiful, bossy, slim-waisted hispanic 
fernale, aged 31, islooking fora buff, and 
funny man to spank me 
other BDSM actiMties as 


BLACK VIXEN SEEKS WHITE (PET) 
Strikingly beautiful ferme fatale, seeks 
a devoted pet for servitude and possible 
ownership. I'm both sadist and seduc 
tress. You should be 21-35, tall, lean, and 
veryattractive, have agood pain thresh: 
old and a desire to have your limits test- 
ed. | have a penchant for male chastity, 
humiliation and defilernent. Serious in- 
quinies only. #3808 


AMOONLIGHT ADVENTURE 
Very attractive, sweet SWF, 33, seeks 
sincere SWM, 33-53 for reguiar dates 
that end with exciting, romantic nights 
parking” alone the ocean, where we 
a eat the beauty of the moonover 
ter and listen to the soothing 
if the ocean as we enjoy each 

other. Others may watch but are re 
spectful. Serious inquiries only, all will be 
answered. Must be D/D free as well as a 
nonsmoker w/ no tattoos or piercings. 

#4089 


Attractive, sexy SWF, 33, S'S”: brunette 
nice body, 34C. Seeks SVVM, 31+, for re- 
iprocal oral fur 


hibitionism. 


issibleLTR. Enjoysex 


STRICT AND SEXY 
pautiful and dominant, sadistic and 
ns inclu SM, foot 

r liliation scenes, abusive 
verbality, CBT, cross-dressing. Seeking 
subs to worship my body and my mind. 


4463 


HOT WET BRIT GIRL 
Attractive college student from Ene 
land, 24, newto Boston, needi 

gressivesex.I'mS'6” TI0Ibs, r 

ack hair, green eyes. In neec 
stone man to take me roughly every 
which way we can drearn up. Sex with 
strangers is a big tum on for me. # 


BEND OVER BOYFRIEND 
You think you'd like anai but you're not 
gay; Youjustwantastronewomantod 
you hard today; Your ass is a virgin and 
it’s hot and tight; So you want a dorni: 
nant woman to bend you over and do it 
night | have every size for every occasion 
and take all-comers, k, white or 
Asian; | can be gent! | can be rough 
ust bend over boyfriend and show me 
your muff! Whether you have exper: 
enceornot!knowwe 'iibothenjoyit alot 
#37 


TATTOOED BABY 
aclverturous, artistic muse seeks 
bisexual, with 
¥ body. | like club 
jax. Come and 


Dfree! #2071 


TEST RUN BREASTS 
|havenewbreasts andi am dyingtogive 
thern my new airbags a test drive! | am 
23, with long brown hair and green eyes. 
{ just want some guy fiends who will 
play with my new breasts and nothing 
more. Tease me! #2007 


SLEEPLESS NYMPH 
lam a short. ny little lady, 37, who is 
looking for a guy who can take me on. 
Watch out! My sexual appetite is insa- 
tiableand!onlyneed4 hours of sleep per 
night. So be ready with the energy. Nc 
dead fish, please! #1994 


EROSPHERE LIVE! 
Eavesdroponreallife sexualencounters 
Listen in on homy sluts getting plowed 
a$ they moan and groan and beg for 
more. CALL 1-888-281-4502 Only 
$1.69/min 


TEACH ME TONIGHT, PLEASE 
Are you a sexually dorninant man with 
powerful hands and an intuitive ap- 
proach to BOSM? Because of my 
strengthand independence, my surren- 
deris especially intense. Please be epe- 
rienced, competent, single and progres: 
sive. I'm SO+ and hungry to leam true 
pleasure. #3480 


Gorgeous brunette, verysensual, likesto 


Ba 
Men Seeking 


Women 


WM Dominant seeks submissive fe- 
males between 25-50 that desire corn 
plete domnination and are intrigued by 
b/d. I'm real, sincere and discrete. Bax 
4544 
DAYTIME FUN 

WM, 37, must, fit, brown/blue, S'T) 
785ibs, clean, D/D free. Seeks woman 
25-37 forintimateday encounters. Race 
Open, must be ht/wt prop, D/D free. N. 
of Boston area. #4312 


Need More 

Mamied but curious, willing to try new 
things with open minded men or 
women. Must bedaytime, discrete, no- 
strings. So. Maine. Box 4518 


COUNTRY GENTLEMAN 
I'm S8-years-young, N/S, WM looking 
for a sexy soul sister, N/S for friendship 
first and possible LTR later. #4310 


YOU TEASE, PLL PLEASE 
SW 30,6) 180ibs, very attractive, great 
shape. Seeking pretty, not shy, 18-35, 
great body to wear short skirts and hot 
undies. #4306 


FEMALE COMPANION 
WANTED 


SWM, S3, intelligent, gen 
erous seeking a passionate. 
mature, lady over SO a + 
She should enjoy easy con 
versation, massage, oral 

oys, arse play and 
bation. For a pleasan 
r zive me a call. # 


handsome, young, gentle 
giving oral and satisfying a 
Looking fora fit, dean, healthy 


45 race open, to pleasure. +3: 


ULTIMATE PLEASURE 
MVM, 40's, 5'8, 140lbs, seeking fe 
males 25+ forultimate pleasure h 
toe massage by magic fingers. 

#3817 


ISITJUST ME, ORISIT GETTING 
HOT INHERE? 
And you should be getting hot too. If 
you are a woman, and want to get in 
Contact with any of the men advertis 
ing in this section, then give me a call 
and I'll hook you up with some FREE 
respondent time. Goon, you know 

you've been thinking about it. Call 617- 
450-8761 fora trial 30 minutes to tal 
to these fine gentlemen. 617-450-876 


Men Seeking Men 


Bi sexual white male 45 
tractive, clean, si 
her. Likes cuddling giv 
g head. Seeks gay orb 
exual male 18-35. Race 
unimportant. But 
Asian/Indian is great 
Uncut is fine.#4466 


SLOW ANDEASY 
I'm extrernely young 47 yrs. physically 
and mentally and in great shape. Curi- 
Ous would describe my position. I'm tall 
athletic and attractive seekine other sin- 
gies or couples for experimentation and 
mutual enjoyment. #4484 


CURIOUS AND LOOKING 
lve been curious for a while and just 
looking, maybe something comes of it 
maybe not. I'm 6’ 240tbs, good shape 
fun and discreet looking for the sarne. 
#4477 


LOOKING TO RELAX 
I'm someone that doesn't get enough 
from my wife. | love her but it’s just not 
there sexually, Looking to be relaxed in 
anyway. Must travel. #4475 


LOOKING TO LEARN 
I'm bi-curious, and this will be my first. 
Looking for bottom, very active, but dis: 
creet Ready to take it hard and rough 
#4079 


LOOKING FOR FUN 
I'm a 23 year old SBM S'S 
200ibs, uncut 6”, shy, good 
looking and easy going but 
it doesn't stop me from 
getting caught up in the 
moment. Any age for sex 
and discreet fun. @ so 
boredinboston #3517 





BI-SEX PLEASURE 
I'm a SWM, 5'9, 150lbs 


good 


fm a mamed male looking for sore 
extra safe and discreet fun. I'm looking 
fora TV/TS sol can try the best of bott 
worlds. #3570 


FRIENDSHIP AND FUN 
I'm a single male looking for friendship 
with an older man/ men who is re 
spectful of my privacy. | love lying out at 
the beach and adult movies etc. #3971 


NIGHT OF PLEASURE 
im fun and easy going. | like to party. | 
switch roles in the bedroom, depending 
onmood. | joveall kinds of kinky sex, es: 
pecially anal. | like safe and discreet 
men/worman/ couples and amopento 
new experiences. #4264 


THE BIG STEP 

I'm manied but have been curious. | use 
all kinds of toys on myseff including an 
18" rubber dildo, which | took all the way. 
I'mlooking foroneortwomentohavea 
threewaywithme. Nohandcuffs. think 
Icantakeanything.|'vedoneoral before, 
and | do swallow. #3174 


AFTERNOON FUN 
| am looking for a man for daytime fun 
who wants to explore | am a very open 
minded individual looking for sore 
safe, discreet afternoon fun. | an very 
well endowed; tend to be subrnissive 
butnot always. lliketogive. lam looking 
for some daytime fun with a safe, erot 
ic, open-minded individual who wart 
o explore their and my sexuality 

desox #2652 


UNDER SPECIAL GRCUM- 
STANCES 
ad help to get there. Need someone 
an get me feeling nght, then sit 
t. If you're feeling realty 
ight bring big thick frends to over. 


xk and enioy 


ARE YOU READY? 
Manjed but curious, willing to ty all new 
things, over sexual appetite for open 
minded menandwomen, must beday- 
time and discreet. Nostrings, nogames, 


just fun! #4022 


LET'S GET KINKY 
™ into humiliation and pretty much 
anything safe and fun. Prefer discreet 
neetings, and possible LTR if the right 
person comes along. Looking for a cool 
dude with no hang-ups, and a sense of 
hurnor. #4370 


LET’S FOOL AROUND 
I'mBisexual, but prefermen. I’ 
Ibs. | like one on one sex ai 
somes, masturbating oralandanal,and 
being in control. Looking for someone 
skinny who likes to have a good time for 
a possible LTR. #4271 


ITALIAN STUD 
I'm 26y0, well endowed, good looking 
and always open for new experiences. 
Always up for safe fun. I'm looking for 
people that are open and know what 
they want. #4149 


LET'S HAVE SOME FUN 
I'm very passionate and oral looking for 
someonewhoisnotloudand aggressive 
and who is smooth. Must be discreet 
and D/O free. 'm available days andcan 
travel. #4086 


BIRIRERGHTER 
I'ma 35yo BHM, SN), 220ibs, a fire- 
fighter/paramedic, looking for daytime 
fun. Looking for clean, open minded fe- 
males for mutual oral, also bi males for 
C/O fun. Must be patient and discreet. 
#4035 


LET'S SEE WHAT HAPPENS 
I'm young, athletic new at this and just 
looking to see what happens. I'm in the 
Portland area I'm very discrete as | hope 
you are. You won't be disappointed 
#4034 


LOOKING FOR T/S 
manice guy, attractive, fit and looking 


tomeet a TS for ongoing get togethers, 
open to anything and safe. #4032 


WILLING TO TRI. 
Looking for someone out there who 


wants toshowmetheropes duringday- 
time hours. You be discreet, and Il be 
fun. Socome and show me what | have 
been missing, #4027 


BESEX FUN 
Manied man looking to explore bi feet 
Ings, ihavewaitedtoolongand|'mready 
to have fun trying it. Looking for open 
honest, enocouraging, helpful people, or 
couples who won't be pushy. #4025 


SEXUAL GET TOGETHERS 
tim a biemale looking to service or be 
serviced with TV/TG M/F or couples. 
Asian ladyboys a plus. #3974 


ONGOING DISCREET FUN 
I'mlooking for someone to have a good 
time with and if it leads to more great! 
Hopefully it canbe an ongoing thing, we 
Can meet to j/o, watch pom, oral, and 
more (if its right). #3975 


PANTYHOSE GUY 
\love towork out and meet new people. 
mabicuriousguy,lovestohavesexwith 
aguywearing pantyhose anything goes 
when we both have pantyhose on. 
#3892 


GREAT SERVICE 
i want sex for breakfast lunch and din- 
nes. I'm great at giving bj's and i have a 
fat bubble butt. Very safe and down to 
earth, must be the same. Well-en 
dowed a +. #3884 


SEXY YOUNG SLAVES 
I'm 40 attractive, bi-curious dom who 
enjoys creatoity in sexplay. Looking for 
Hot, young (18-22) submissive slaves of 
either sex to gratify my sexual whims. 
Limits respected. #3883 


JUST CURIOUS 
I'm looking for a man around the same 
agewhoisnot tooheavy orhairywithno 
tattoos. Once you talk tome you will see 
that I'm outgoing and fun tobe around. 
#3881 


HORNY INN. PROVIDENCE 
I'mabi-sexualhomybottom fromnorth 
providence looking for other guys in my 
area to Service on a regular basish. Race 
or mamied doesn't matter. #3320 


DISCIPLINARY SPANKING 
Interested in contact with other simnilar 
male interested indisciplinaryspankine, 
You bea similartype of individual whois 
interested in disciplinary spanking: top 
or bottorn. #2702 


YOUNG AND EAGER 
t'r119, incollege, athletic and looking for 
a fun time. I'm just interested in expert 
encing some new things. Up for any- 
thing. Age makes no difference. Fun 
timesonly.@sombodysomeone #2184 


SUBMISSIVE SISSY 
liove being soft and fernmy. Looking for 
ahard, strong, dominant manwhogets 
hard for sissies. Make me feel ferninine 
krissyotv #1957 


YEARNING TO RECEIVE 
MWM looking to explore the other side. 
Must be safe and discreet. No LTR de- 
sired. You must be a top. @ haosts 
#2075 


HORNY COLLEGE STUDENT 
TSyearold college student in the Boston 
area looking for someone older to teach 
me howto please a man. Looking toex- 
plore, experiment and try new things. 
Show me the way. #1941 


Bd 
Women Seeking 


Women 


BEAUTIFUL GIRL 
{'m told | am gorgeous and I'm looking 
for honest and humble people that 
Gress nice. | will be happy to meet for 
more discussion. #4483 


DIRTY FEM BIKER GAL 
Looking fora woman to help me unlock 
the sexual goddess which I know is lost 
somewhere inside of me. would like to 
try alot of new things and some might 
Ithinkare alittle overthe top. Looking for 
someone to understand arid who has 
the samedesires as mine for unadulter- 
ated fun. Bi sexualwoman looking todo 
tall. #4474 


TCOHOTTO HANDLE 
I'm looking for something hot and ad- 
venturous. Interested in threesome or 
‘group, Il try absolutely anything once, | 
loveoral. Lookingforanyoneashot, sexy, 
and open as | arn. Couples and women 
preferred. #14473 
PLAYFUL & CURIOUS 
I'm very playful and fun with a curiosity 


totrynewthings. Ifantasize about being 
withawomaneitherin ion torinathree- 





PLAYFUL & CURIOUS 

I'm very playful and fun with a curiosity 
totrynewthings. fantasize about being 
withawomaneitherin on lorinathree- 
some. Like light bondage. I'm currently 
in a relationship 2 
casual” friend for fun and excitement 
13888 


4 just looking for a 


WAITING FOR YOU 

Sensuous, creative, fun lady for friend: 
ship and more. Let's entice my male 
friend with our imaginative and adver: 
turous spirits. S. Maine t\4513 


BHCURIOUS 
Sexy beautiful woman seeking a first 
time adventure with a fernale age 
45. I'm very bi-curious and D/D-free 
course. | want to explore my other side 
with you. #9636 


SR: 
Couples 
FREE SWING PARTIES 


Small intimate home. Couples and sin 
glewormen invited. N/S, casualand ser 
sual atmosphere. #8258 


PORTLAND COUPLE 
We are a young mamied couple looking 
for fun with a eit. Looking for a gid who 
is fun, relaxed, attractive, some expen: 
ence to help the fernale. #+4267 


JOIN INFOR FUN 
We are couple in our 30's looking for ar- 
other couple or singles possibly, plus 
sized women ok as long as your hot ti 
party and enjoy hot times. #4478 


EROTIC FUN 
Mamiedcouplelookingforaman, 30+ for 
erotic times. D/D free, wt/ht, well- ent 
dowed a plus! #4304 


SEXY SAILORS NEED APPLY 
We are sexy, hot, fun 40yo M/F couple 
both with blonde hair. Looking for other 
feal, genuine, honest couples il 
Tumed on by bathroorn tricks, 
bondage and threesomes. #3825 


DRIPPING WITH SENSUALITY 
We ere a WC, in our 30's, both with 
brown hair andeyes andwt/ht prop. Her 
360 sandhis tight bodywill make ithard 
to resist us. We are filthy and naughty 
looking forsomeone upscale, attractive, 
fit, fun, wt/ht prop, 30-45 into oral, role 
play, group sex, etc. #3821 


SEXUAL OVERDRIVE 
Good looking, prof couple, mid 40's 
seeks wornan to spoil and be spoiled by 
us. Heis6; slender, and sheiscurvaceous 
andvoluptuous. WeareN. of Worcester, 

an host. #3822 


SEX IN PUBLIC 

We are a WC in our mid-20's, he is 6 
brown hair and nice eyes, she is S'S 
blonde hair, toned body. We are pas: 
Sionate and energetic, willing to explore 
anything, especially group sex in public 
Looking fora fun, exciting couple like us. 
#3823 


FEMALE/MALE/FEMALE 
Weareafun and outgoing WC, both 28, 
he has a nice smile, S10, with brown 
hair/hazel eyes and very attentive to a 
woman's needs. Sheis voluptuous with 
brown hair/eyes and 5’ and she is look 
ing fora fun, outgoing, fit female 25-45 
to teach her how climax from penile 
Pleasure. #3824 


SEEKING FREE SPIRITS 
We are an adventurous, free-spirited. 
sane, playful couple seeks an athletic 
playful, ope -minded, mature 
M/F/Coup 21-31 for interrnediate play. 
Into oral, swapping, pom, exhibitionism 
and more. He is 29, 5'11, WM 
brown/green. She is 24, 5’3, AF 
brown/brown Turn ons 
confidence humor. #3826 


PORTLAND COUPLE 

We are a young married couple looking 
for fun with a girl. Looking for a girl who 
is fun, relaxed, attractive, some experi- 
ence to help the fernale. #4267 

GOOD TIMES 
My girffriend and | are looking to widen 
oursexualexperience. We'rejust looking 
tohavefunwith some new ideas. Look- 
ing for couples who like to have a good 
time. Let's have some drinks and let 
good times unfold. #4369 

BLOW OUR MINDS 

Weare acute couple of really smart and 
fun people. He is a handsome haf irish 
halfKoreanand sheisahatfirishhatfGer- 
man beauty. We are looking for a lovely 
girl. We like dark haired beauties with 
blue or green eyes, thin but curvy, soft 
skin. Freckdes always a plus! #4215 





HOT COUPLE 
I'm 24, bombshell, athletic body, long 
hair, blueeyes, Ochest. 'mveryattached 
to my man, but love bringing HOT girts 
home forbothof us toenjoy. Looking for 
in, Sexy, laid back fernale that takes 
are of herself as we do. #403 


PLAYMATES? 
We are happily mamied, easygoing, and 
willing to experiment. | like spankings 
andlight bondage. Helikeswatchingme 
have fun. My husband and | are looking 
for a secure maried couple for four 
somes and friendship. Please be D/D 


DOUBLE ASIAN 
Loving Asian couple looking for new 
lifestyle. Looking for single man, lady or 
couple to explore with us. @ cantsleep- 
cpl #2444 


Attractive gentiernan, SOs, likes to see 
love made. Any gender, age, or style. 
Self-tove, too. |justcherishjoyand pleas: 
ure. Share with me how great it look 


Totally discreet. #8464 


Attractive centiemnan, 50s, likes to see 
lovernade. Anygender, age, orstyle; self 
love, too. | just cherish joy and pleasure. 
Totally discreet. #8464 


in Providence, Ri. Erotic and se- 

les every weekend. No pres- 

igh energy. Dance, flirt, watch, 

show off or fulfill your fantasies. No 
smoking, no drugs, BYOB. #1724 


EERE a 
What's Your Plea- 


sure 


cere 
CAN'THELP MYSELF 

lverycurious. I've acted on my cunos 
ftyoniyonce. Idon'tknowwheretostart. 
I'm perfectly normal on the outside, but 
a freak in the sheets. | find kink cool. | 
need to explore. | need a passable 
CD/TV/TS forarealrelationship. Notjust 
ahookup. Hookupsarecool. |havenoth: 
ing against them, but I'm looking for a 
regular thing so | don't have to look toc 
hard in the future. 
#3089 


matthew772 


SEEKS B-OOUPLE 
We're an adventurous couple that likes 
to party! We're both very attractive and 
lookingforsomenostrings attached fun 
Partying and sex. Looking for someone 
who isn't shy, knows why we're there 
and just wants to have a good time. 
#4552 


GIRL ON GIRL ACTION 


Weareayoungcouplelookingtotrynew 
things that might add some spice toour 
lives. Looking fora hot gid whois intogir 
ongil action. #4550 


ANAL AND ORAL 
Weareacouplewhoenjoys analsex, atv 
ingoralsex Sheislookineforaganebang 
with3+men. Looking forsomeonews 10 
enjoys sucking pussy, sucking cock and 
enjoys giving anal sex. #4549 


STRAIGHT MENINRI 


Attractive GWM to orally satisfy attrac 
tive straight men. Clean d/d free won't 
be disappointed.Discretion assured 


#246 


UFEIS SHORF PLAY HARD 
There is so much to experience in life 
why not experience everything life has 
tooffer? I'm an easy going guy, whatev 
er there is to be offered, I'm listening, 
Looking for someone who's laid back 
andopenilikerne.Runanideabymeand 
NMilet you know if ifike it. #4485 


SOMEWHAT CURIOUS 
Looking for patient, understanding, 
younger hard body guys to possibly ex 
plore the lighter side of wife sharing. She 
isnewto this, so patience is the key, but 
might be worth it inthe end. #4482 


LOOKING TO EXPERIMENT 
tmanopen minded male looking to ex- 
periment and have fun. !am looking for 
an open minded person looking to live 
life and have fun. #4481 


NEW TO THE AREA 
I'm trying to meet some people to have 
some funwith. mgood looking, fit,and 
kinky, I'm bisexual and into spanking, 
and talking dirty. I'm more of atop, but! 
dolove toghe oral orrim. into TS orcute 
guysthataresmooththatliketobefern- 
inized or treated like girl. #44480 





Moon signs _Jjonesin’.......: 


_BY SYMBOLINE DAI 


“PUT SOME CLOTHES ON” — there’s good naked and bad naked. 


The lunar phases are right in line with the cal- ACROSS 
endar: we get the new moon on January ist. But 1 Switct 
larger planetary forces are in play, most notably 4 Site for er 
an awkward angle with Mars, Jupiter, and Sat- at 8 Bar fixtur 
urn. All this week, those born in the last week 3 

of January, May, July, and October could feel an 4 
overwhelming urge to change ... something... 5 

or someone! v 


19 Wa 
THURSDAY —__ planned event may go the a oat na oF i 
DECEMBER 22 A seven-cent stamp 22 

Waning moon in Virgo. T u put the right tag 25 

urge to fix overtak ny on ifts, right? Self 

particularly earth signs whe Joubt is just ther time 29 

are handy wi was j ni and Aquarius 31 

It's a fabulous day er are ests and 32 

bling some i ely comp br t ess to 33 

cated toy orf an hav et VOC 34} 

certainly better n 10:53 3:04 pm 36 

Christmas Eve ), pay a 37 

tention to the people and MONDAY nd 

projects that are taking cer CEMBER 26 40 

ter stage in your life rigt Wan on in Scorpi 42 

now. You haven't seen the rst day n 43 

ast of them. VOC 11:30 pn nter r d/or 46 

until 10:26 am Friday 48 


FRIDAY ots 0 neir ch = 7 
DECEMBER 23 rpio < 4 

Last-quarter rm n Lid 

Making everyt 

even” is the tt 

doing the majority 

shopping now, cons 


tine the same 


TUESDAY 
DECEMBER 27 


Tynew 
2toour 
mtogir 


> won't 
ssured 


RD 

in life, 
ife has 
fatev 
tening 
d back 
meand 


corn could be obliviou 
ing testy. Libra may b 
whelmed by so many de 
sions. Time for more 
We're out? Hooray - 


chance to purcnas 


DECEMBER 24 


PLEO LED Pros 
are getting lots of ¢ 


agement to hav 


others w 
ter? Aries ma' 
along with “the u 
tion.” Which means 
something better, r 


SUNDAY 

DECEMBER 25 
Waning moon in Libra 
Christrnas Day. An all-day 
void-of-course moon could 
make for a surprisingly good 
time for all. Even though the 


MOON KEYS 


nin Scorpio 
ith less is the 
1 should come 
cer and Pisces 
y be uncomfortable if 
ust endured an ove 


alism. Aquar 


3 am Wed 


WEDNESDAY 
DECEMBER 28 
on in Sagittarius 
100n approach 
find you're run 
out of gas on both the 
and family front, de 
o-called “week off 
occurs in this part of the 
loped world. Outdoor fun 
r activities that give you a 
workout are a pleasure right 
now, and Sagittarius should 
set an example for the rest of 
us. Pisces may find creative 
grumbling pleasure enough 


This horoscope traces the passage of the moon, not the sun. Simply read 
from day to day to watch the moon's influence as it moves through the 
signs of the zodiac. | When the moon is in your sun sign, you are begin- 
ning a new 28-day emotional cycle, and you can expect increased insight 
and emotionality. When the moon moves into the sun sign opposite 
yours (see below), expect to have difficulties dealing with the opposite 
sex, family, or authority figures; social or romantic activities will not be at 
their best. | When the moon is in Aries, it opposes Libra, and vice versa 
Other oppositions are Taurus/Scorpio, Gernini/ Sagittarius, Cancer/Caprj- 
corn, Leo/Aquarius, and Virgs/Pisces. The moon stays in each sign ap- 
proximately two and a half days. | As the nioon moves between signs, it 
will sometimes become “void of course,” making no major angles to 
planets. Consider this a null time and try to avoid making or implement- 
ing decisions if you can. But it’s great for brainstorming. | For Symboline 
Dai's sun-sign horoscopes and advice colurnn, visit our Web site at 
www.bostonphoenix.com : 

Symboline Dai can be reached at sally@moonsigns.net. 





¢ HELL COME 


DON'T WORRY 
BABY. 


RL STEVENS 


T-I'M ONLY A 
FREELANCER 


Hapry Holidays ar 
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